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[RTHUR CAPEL, cldeft fon of Arthur lord 
Capel, fucceeded his father in his honour; and, 
after the reftoration of King Charles II. on account, 
both of his father's loyalty and fufiferings, and his 
own perfonal merit, was advanced to the dignity of vif- 
count Maiden, and earl of Eilex, April 20, id 61, with 
remainder of the fame honour, for want of iffue male, to 
Henry Capel, efq. his brother, and the heirs male of his 
body i and for want of fuch iflue, to Edward Capel, efq. 
his younger brother ; he was alfo made cuftos rotulorum, 
and lord lieutenant of the county of Hertford i and fome 
t time 
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vi LIFEOFTHE 

time after, of the county of AVilts, during the minority of 
the duke of Somerfet. 

In his younger years, his education was iiegle<aedy by 
reafon of the! civil wars ; but, when he caipe ta Wn's a^^^ 
he learned the Latin tongue, and made a great progrefs in 
mathematics, and in all the other parts of learning. He 
knew our law and conftitution well, and was a very thought- 
ful man. As he appeared early againft the court. King 
Charles imputing it to his refentments, refblved to make 
ufe of him; and, accordingly, in 1670, fent him ambaf- 
fador to Denmark, where his behaviour in the affair of 
the flag gained him much reputation f. 

f The king of Denmark had ordered the governor of Croonenburgh 
to ouike all ihips that pafied ftrike to him. So when lord EfTex was fail- 
ing by, the governor fent to him, either to ftrike to him, or to fail by ia 
the night, or to keep out of his reach : othcrwife he muft Iboot, firft with 
powder, but next with ball. Lord Eflex fent him a refolute anfwer, « That 
" the fcing^' of England niade others ftrike to. them, but their Ihips ftruck 
<< to jione: He would not fteal through in the dark, nor keep out of his 
« reach 5 and if he fliot at him he would defend himfelf." The go- 
vernor did (hoot at him, but on deCgn (hot over him : or, according to 
fome, tore his rigging. This was thought great bravery in his lordflrip r 
yet he reckoned, it was impoflible the governor would endeavour to 
fink a Ihip that brought an ambaflador. Lord EITex's firft bufincfi 
was to juftify his behaviour in refufing to ftrike. Now, at his going 
from England Sir John Cotton had defired him to take fome volumes 
of bis library that related to Danifh ajffairs ; — which he took, without 
apprehending that he fliould have great occafion to ufe them. But this 
accident made him fearch into them. And he found very good 
materials to juftify hiscondudt; fince by formal treaties it had been ex- 
prefsly ftipulated, that the Englifh Ihips of war Ihould not ftrike in the 
Danifh feas. This raifed his charadker fo high at court, that it was writ 
over to him, l^e might cxpeft every thing he fhould pretend to at his return. 
The governor of Croonenburgh was ordered to beg his pardon upon his 
knees in the open ftreet j which be did, the earl ftanding in a balcony of 
his lodgings. 

At 
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At his return in 1672, he was fwom of the privy-coun- 
cil, and made lord lieutenant of Ireland. How he came 
to be raifed to this poft he could never underilaod^ t'pr he 
.ha!d= not pretetlded to it; and he was a violent -enemy to 
po^jery, not h much from any fixed principle in religion* 
in which he was too loofe, as becaufe he looked on it as 
an invafion made on the freedom of human nature. 

He began his journey towards Ireland July 22, with a 
ve^ noble equipage, and arriving at Dublin, had, on 
Aug^ft St the iword of ftate delivered to him. In his go- 
vernment of that kingdom, he exceeded all that had gone 
before him, and was a pattern to all that fhould come after. 
He ftudied to underftand well the conftitution and intereft 
of the nation. He read over all their council-books, and 
made large abftrads out of them, to guide him, fo as to 
advance every thing that had been at any time fet on foot 
for the good of the kingdom. He made feveral volumes 
of tables of the ftatc, and.perfons that were in every county 
and town ; and got true characters of all that were capable 
to ferve the public. And he preferred mien always upon 
merit, without any application from themfelves ■, and watch- 
ed over all about him, that there fhould be no bribes go- 
ing among his fervants. But notwithftanding thefe noble 
qualifications, and his great fervices, he was recalled in 
1677, for oomplaining that payments were not regularly 
made in Ireland f, and refuting to pafs the accounts of the 

+ The cari oif Ranelagh, who then managed the revenue of that king- 
dom, had undert^en to furnifh the king wjth money, for the building of 
Windlbr out <jf the revenue of Ireland. And it was believed, the duchefs 
of Portftliouth had a great yearly penfion out of his office. By this 
means, payments in Ireland were not regularly made, of which the earl of 
ElTex complained. The king wouW not own how much he had from 

lord 
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earl of Ranelagh, who had the management of the revenue 
in that kingdom. 

Upon his return to England, he.became one of the )ead« 
ing men in the houfe of lords ; and one of thofe that declared 
againft the earl of D^nby. That lord being foon after dif> 
placxd, the earl of Eflex was admitted into the new privy « 
council, which was formed upon Danby's difgrace, and waft 
one of thofe four leading members of it, who had the di- 
region of afiairs: the Treafiiry likewife being put in cot»<- 
miifion, he was appointed firft and chief commiffioner ot it f , 
on the twenty-firft of April, 1^79. But he refigned that of- 
fice X the nineteenth of November following^ and continiKd 
however £d\\ of the privy-.council. 

Wh«i ihe exdufion of the duke of York \mm debated in 
<the houfe of lords, the earl of Eflex appeared againft it i 

lord Ranelagh^ but prdTed lord Eflez to pais his accounts. He tiv 
fwered. He could not pals them as accounts : but, if the king would forw 
give lord Ranelagh, he would pafs a difcharge^ but not an ill account. 
The King was not pleafed with this, nor with his exaftneTs in that go- 
vernment ; it reproached his own too much. So he took a refohition 
about this time to difplace the earl of fifleZy and to put ibe duke of 
Ormond again in his room. 

f Wherein he^ applied himfelf to the regulating the King^s expence^ 
and the improvement of the revenue. His ciear,^ though flow, lenfe^ made 
him very acceptable to the King. 

j; Upon the difcovery of the Meal-tub*pIot» he and the earl of Halifax 
prefled the King vehemently to call a parliament immediately. But the 
King thought, that if a parliament flioukl meet while all men's fpirits were 
fharpened by this new difcovery, he would find them in worfe temper 
than ever. When the King could not be prevailed on to do that, the earl 
of Effex left the Treafury. The King was very uneafy at this. But lord 
Eflex was firm in his lefolution, not to meddle with that poft more, fiace 
a parliament was not called: yet^ at the King's earneft defire^ he continued, 
for ibme time, to go to councili. 

and 
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and he, and the earl o£ Halifax, propofed fqch limitations 
of the Duke's authority, when the crown fhould devolve on 
him t> as would difable him jFrom doing: any harm in 
church or ftate. He Was alfo thus far fizbfenient to the 
court, as to be for the diflblution-, rather ihaai the pro^- 
gation of the parliament, in July 1679: And was one 
of the chief perfons that ocoifioned the duke of Mon- 
mouth^s, and the earl of Shaftsbury's difgrace. But fee» 
ing what violent meafures were going on, and fatttcularly 
being named as an accomplice in the Meal-ti&b-plot, he re- 
tgaed his place, and turned againft the oourt. . Accord* 
ingly, when the Bill of Exclufion was brought a fecond 
time into the houfe of lords, he argued vehemently for it : 
and made an extraordinary propofol for fecupiag the. expe- 
dients offered in the room of that bill %. 

In February i<$8o-i, attended by fifteen peers, he pre- 
fented to the King a petition, iubfcribed by bimfelf an4 

f Such as, the taking out of his hand all power in' eodlefiaftical mat- 
ters } the difp<^al of the public money ; with the power of peace an^ 
war, and the lodging thefe in both houfes of parliament} and that whawver 
parliament was in being, or the laft that had been in being at theKir^sdeacb, 
fhould meet without a newfummons, upon it, and afiiime the aclminiftration 
of aflFairs. The lords Eflex, Sunderland, and Halifax, three of the leading 
members in the new privy-council, were (br thefe limitations i but the 
eaii of Shaftfbury, the fourth of the managers, declared highly againft any- 
- limitations, which occaHoned a breach betweeg thofe lords •, and the three 
firft, joining together, were called the Triumvirate. 

"^ He moved in the houfe of lords. That an Aflbciatkm fliould be en- 
tered into to maintain thofe expedients ; and tbatfome cautionary towns 
fhould be put into the hands of the Aflbciatdrs during the King's life, to 
nuke them good after his death. But though this was agreed to, in a thin 
houfe, it came to nothing } the King looking upon It as a depofing of 
himiijf. 

b them, 
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them, wherein they requefted, that the parliament might not 
fit at Oxford, but at Weflminfler f* Alfo, he had an inter- 
view with the earl of Shaftsbury before he fet out for Hoi* 
land ; and generally converfed with him and the duke of 
Monmouth, lord Ruflel, Algemoon Sidney and other perfons 
that were thought difafie(5ted. All which fteps rendered him 
fo obnoxious to the courts that he was ftruck out of the li& 
of theprivy-counfellors. And, in Jun6 i^^Si being accuf^ 
ed by the lord Howard of Efcrick, of being concerned in the 
Rye-houfe confpiracy, called otherwife the Phanatic or Protein 
tant plot, he was committed totheTowes^. On the thirteenth 

-f At the prefenting of it» he made a fpeecl^ to the King in the name of 
hunfelf, and the lords by whom it was fubfcribed : wherein he declares^ 
That obferving from hiftpry and records,, how unfortunate many aflemblies 
had been, when called at a place remote from the capkal city [of which he 
brings inftances]. And confiderhig the prefent poftuce of affairs, the 
many jealoufies and difcontents that were among people, they had great 
caufe to apprehend, that the confequences of a parliament at Oxford, might 
be as faul to his Majefty and the nation, as thofe he had mentioned.<«-.The 
grounds and reafons which they gave for their opinions in the petition itfel^ 
were, That the lords and conmions could not be ia fa&ty at Oxford, but 
would be daily expofed to the fwords of the papifl:9> and their adherents, of 
whom too many were crept into^ his Majefty's guards ; the liberty of 
i^e^ing, according to their confciences^ would be thereby deftroyed; 
liEid the validity of aU their a£b and proceedings, concerning it, left dif- 
pUtable. The ftreightnefs of the place did no way admit of fuch a con- 
courfe of perlbos as now follows every parliament*. The witnefles tha( 
were neceflary to give evidence ^ainft the popiib brds, judges, and others, 
whom the commons had impeached, or had reCblved to impeach, could 
neither bear the charge of goifig thither nor truft themfelves under the pro^ 
tedion of a parliament, that was ttfelf evidently under the power of guards 
and foldiers. 

* Before he was impeached^ he (bud for forae time at his houfe in the 
country, and feemed fo little apprehenfive of danger, that his own lady 
did not iovigine he had any concern on his mind. He was offered 

ta 
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of July following, he was found in a clofet in his lodgings there, 
about nine o'clock in the morning, with his throat miferably 
cut. The coroner's jury brought in their verdidl, the next day, 
that he had voluntarily and feloniouily killed and murdered 
himfelf ; but it was then, and hath fince been thought, that 
he was murdered by Paul Bomeney, a French fervant who 
attended him f* His body was carried into Hertfordfhire, 

to be convey away very fafely ; but he would not ftir. His tendernefs 
for lord Ruflel was the caufe of it : for, he thought his going out of the 
way might incline the jury to believe the evidence the more, for his ab* 
fconding. He feemed refolved, as foon as he faw how that went, to take 
care of himfelf. When a party of horfe that was fent to fetch him up^ 
came to his houfe, he was at firft in fome difordq-, yec he recovered 
himfelf. But, when he came before the council, he was in much con^ 
fufion. He was fent to the Tower ; and there he fell under fo great a 
depreffion of fpirit, that he could not fleep at all. He had fallen be- 
fore that twice under great fits of the fpleen, which returned now upon 
him with more violence. He fent by a fervant, whom he had long 
trufted, a very melancholy* meflage to his wife ; ** That what he was 
*« charged with was true : He was forry he had ruined her and her 
^^ children.*' -——— But when he found how flie took his condition 
to heart, without feeming concerned for her own (hare in it, he was 
much calmer. As to this plot, very few now believe that the earl of 
EfleXt lord Ruflel, tec. had fo great a (hare in it, as the court then af- 
firmed. 'Tis very poflible, that the evident violations of liberty and pro- 
perty, improved by the nearer profpe£ts of popery, might provoke many 
of the nobility and gentry to enter into fome meafures for (lopping the 
torrent of the court, and providing for the enjoyment of their eftabli(hed 
laws and religion. But (Hll without having recourfe to thofe violent 
and bloody means> which a few ra(h and inconfiderate defperadoes per* 
haps ran headlong into. 

^ The world was very much divided about this lord's murder, at the 
time when it happened, and hath been fo ever fince. One fide maintained, 
that he murdered himfelf; and fo the coroner's inqueft fouhd it.— < 
The information given by Bomeney in favour of this opinion, was as fol- 
lows: *^ That when my lord Eflex came to the Tower, which was the 

ba iith 



Digitized by 



Google 



xii L I F E O F T HE 

and interred in a vault belonging to the familyi in the 
pariOichurch of Watford. 

^ I ith of July, he alked him (Bomeney) for a penknife to pare his nail^ 
•« as he was won^ to do •, to which Bomeney anfwered. Being come in 
^' hafte^ he had not brought it^ but he would fend for one ; and accord-- 
«^ ingly fent the footman with a note for feveral things for my lord, amongft 
^ which the penknife was inferted ; and the footman went, and gave 
** the bill to my lord's fteward, who fent the provifions, but not the pen- 
^ knife ; and told the footman fad would get one next day. Accord- 
<* ingly, on the i2th in the morning, before my lord was up, Bomeney fent 
«« the footnaan home with a note to the fteWard, in which, amoagft other 
«* things he afked for a penknife for my lord. When the footman was 
<« gone, about, or a littk after eight o'clock, my lord fent Mr. Ruflel, 
<« bis warder, to Bom<fney, who came, and then he afked him. If the pen* 
** knife was come ? Bomeney iaid. No, my lord ; but I fliall have it by 
*< and by : to which my lord laid. That he Ihould bring him one of his 
«< razors, it would do as well : And then Bomeney went and fetched one^ 
^ and gaye it my lord, who began to pare hia nails ; and then Bomenejr 
«« went out of the room into the pafiage by the door on Friday the 1 3th, and 
** began to talk with the warder, and a little while gfcer he went down ftairs ^ 
<« and foon after came the footman with the provifions, and brought alfo a 
^*' penknife, which Bomeney put upon his bed, and thought my lord had 
** no more need of it, becaufe he thought he had pared his nails; and then 
** Bomeney came up to my k>rd's chamber, about eight or nine in the fore- 
' ** noon of Friday the 13th, with a little note from the fteward ; but not 
** finding his lord in the chamber, went to the clofe-ftool clofet-door, and 
^* found it fliut ; and he thinking his lord was bufy there, went down and 
*< ftaid a little and came up again, thinking his k>rd had been come out of 
*< the clofet, and find'mg him sot in the chamber, he knocked at the door 
.«« with his finger, thrice, and faid. My lord? But no body anfwering, 
** he took up the hanging, and looking through the chiak, he faw blood,, 
** and a part of the razor; whereupon he called the warder, Ruilel» and 
** went down to call for help; and the fkki Ruflel puflied the door open, 
«^ and there they faw my lord of Eflex all along the fioor, without a pe- 
^« ruke, and all full of blood, and the razor by him." — Thomas Rufiel's 
Information, printed at the end of this is to the fame purpofe, except, that 
it mentions only the 19th of Ju]y« And to render this account the more 

probable. 



Digitized by 



Google 



E A R L VO F E 8 S E X. xu 

As to his charafter ; he was a perfon of an agreeable fta- 
lure, flender in body, adorned with a comely counte- 
nance, mixed with gravity and fweetnefs, and was eafy of 

probable, it is faid. That lord EfTex had got into an odd fet of fome ftrahge 
principles : and in particolar he thought, a man was the iiiafter of his own 
)ife ; and feemed to approve of what bis wife's great grand-father, the earl 
of Northumberland, did, who (hot himfclf in the Tower after he was ar- 
raigned. He had alfo very black fits of the fpleen. 
' But, on the other hand, in order to prove that the earl of Eflex did 
iiot murder himfelf, it is alledged, i. That he was a nobleman of moft 
^virtuous and religious principles, of the greateft fedatenefs of mind, leaft 
fubjefb to the undue agitation of unruly pafEons, and moft under the con* 
duft. of a calm, fteady, ftrong, clear, and well-poifed reafon, of any man» 
That the perfons who were reported to have heard him £iy what is men* 
tioned above, concerning his great grand-father, being afked about it, de« 
clared they never heard any fuch thing from him : that his lady in par- 
ticular affirmed, that he ufed to fpeak againft felf*murder with an emotion 
beyond what was cuftomary to him ; and, that he often declared. That no 
circumftances whatfoever could extenuate the guilt, or leflen the infamy 
of fo unnatural and wicked a fad. 2. That he could have no fiich pre* 
meditated defign. For, the day before his murder, he had ordered his 
fervants to bring up out of the country feveral veflels of filver, neceflary 
for drefling of visuals. And had laid in a confiderable quantity of the beft 
of wines. Moreover, that he had given private dire6bion$ to his fteward, to 
♦place himfelf as conveniently as he could at the lord Ruffcrs trial, the bet- 
ter to take the evidence ^ainft him m ihort-hand, and convey it to him» 
•3. That the news of the earl of Effex's murder were publickly talked of at 
feveral diftant places, before it was perpetrated 5 namely, two days before, 
at Andover in Hampfliire : the day before at Warminftcr in Wilifbire : 
• and the fame day it was committed, at Froom in Somerfetfhire, ninety miles 
from London. And therefore that it was contrived, and done by others. 
4, That Jane Lodeman, a young woman about thirteen, and William Ed- 
wards, a youth between thirteen and fourteen years of age, being at the 
Tower that morning the earl of Effex was found murdered, they faw a 
bloody razor thrown out of liis chdmber-window^ which the boy going to take 
up, a Ihort woman, in a white hood, came out of capuin Hawley's houfe, 
where the Earl lodged, and iiiatching up the razor csirried it in ^ immedW 
1 ately 
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accefs ; his mind was fedate, but his difcourfes were ge- 
nerally free and pleafant ; and his demeanour very civil } 
his promifes were real and lincere; his reprimands 

atcly after which murder was cried out. The boy denied this afterwards j 
but is faid to have been terrified by one of his fillers, who told hini, that he 
would ruin his father (who had a place in the Cuftom-houfe) and the reft 
of the family, if he perfifted in it, and would bring both himfelf and his 
father to be hanged. The prevarication of chief juflice JefFeries and cap- 
tain Hawley, was very glaring upon this point : for they infifted, that no- 
thHig could be well thrown out of the clofet-window where the Earl was 
found murdered ; whereas the boy and girl both fpoke of the chamber, 
not of the clofct-window. 5. That the print of a bloody foot appeared upon 
one of my lord's {lockings. That the neck, or middle of his cravat, was cut 
in four pieces ; and tied fo hard, that there was reafon to guefs, an attempt 
had been made to ftrangle him with it. 6, That his lordfliip's body was 
taken out of the clofet, where it was found, dripped and wafhed, and the 
cloaths carried away -, and, alfo, the clofet and room were wafhed before 
the coroner's inqueft was permitted to fit upon the body ; which was not till 
the day after the murder was committed. One of the jury de£ring to fee 
the clothes, the coroner told him, *^ They were called to fit upon my 
«' lord's body, and not on his clothes ; and that it was fufficient they had 
«' feen the body, and received an account upon oath how it was found." 
7. That it was impoffible the earl fhould cut his own throat in the manner 
it was found done. The two chirurgeons who viewed the body with the co- 
roner, depofed, '^ That the throat was cut from one jugular to the other, 
<< and through the wind-pipe and gullet, into the vertebres of the neck, 
^* both jugular veins being alio quite divided.'* Now, the razor where- 
with he was faid to have killed himfelf, being a fmall French razor, about 
four inches and a half long at moft, without fpill or tongue at the end of 
the blade, it could not be held with ftrength and (teadinefs fufficient to 
make fucha wound, a wound eight inches long and four inches deep, unlefs 
the hand and fingers grafped two inches of it at leaft ; and how the other 
two inches and a half of the razor could make fuch a long and deep 
wound, as defcribed by the chirurgeons, is incredible. 8. In fhort, it 
is faid, That this murder was committed by the duke of York's contri- 
vance and direfbion, and perpetrated by the earl of Sutherland, lord Fever- 
fliam, and Paul Bomeney, my lord's valet de chamjbre. In proof of which 
it is obferved, 9. That the King and duke of York were that morning in 

the 
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fmart and ingenious, having a quick apprehenfion^ good 
elocution, found judgment, great courage, and refolution un-- 
alterable ; he was always wary and circumfpedt in council, 
where he endeavoured to obllrudt all arbitrary power, and 
the increafe of the popifli intereft, having a particular regard 
for the eflabliihed religion of his country: though others 

the Towcr^ from fix o'clock till ainc, where they had not been for twelve 
years before. lo. That the centinels, which ufed to be chiainged every 
two hours, continued upon duty from four to ten o'clock in the morning^; 
being, probably, perfohs that could beft be trufted However, that the 
day but one after the nturder, they were called together^ and ftriftly 
charged not to fpeak of what they had feen or heard. But captain Haw- 
ley having whifpered Ibmething about it, was found murthered. And 
Robert Meak, one of the centinels, not having beei> fb filent as deCred, was 
murdered, and thrown into the Tawer-ditcb. i r. That a gate, at the 
lower end of thofe apartments where' my lord Eflex was conEned, which 
ufed to (land open from morning till night, was all that morning kept 
fliut, by a fpecial order, till his tordlhip was dead. i2. That the King and 
Duke having been at the lieutenant's houfe, about the middle of the aMey 
where the ear) was imprifoned^ the Duke did foon after^ with feveral wait- 
ing upon him, withdraw from the King down into the alley, the gate 
whereof was ftiU kept ihut* 13.. That the Duke having withdrawn fron> 
the King» feveral perlbns were imniediately fent from his fide towards the 
earl of Eflex's k>dgings, which returned not till after his death.. 14. That 
PaulBomeney was juftly fufpefted by the reft of my lord's fervants, by 
the laft earl of Eflex, and many oAer perfons, to be the author of his maf* 
ter^s death. Upon that fufpicion, the countefs difmified him out of her 
family. But he was^ thereupon, cherifhed and entertained by the court,, 
and made one of the life-guards. As an evidence of his guilty he wa& 
extremely frightened at the enquiry that was made into his matter's deaths 
15. But diat the court was alfo acceflary to this murder is flrongly fufpefk- 
ed, bccaufe they fo earneftly difcouragedall manner of enquiry into it. For 
one Mr. Lawrence Braddon^ who was very aftive m difcovering the true 
authors of this barbarous murder, was fined 2000). in the King's- bench^ 
and Mr. Hugh Speke tooo L After all, by whom, it was eommitted, i» 
ene of thofe iecrets> which carniot be folly tevealed till the taft great da^ 
ef accounts. 
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ai£nn« ttiat he was too loofe ia poult of religion ; and that 
he bad an Odd fet of fome ftraoge principles. With regard 
to his political notions^, he thought the obligation betweeqi 
prince and fubje^t were fo equally mutual, that upon a 
breach on the one lide the other was free. He was very 
temperate in his diet, ftriA in his juftice» tender of his hor 
nouT, and conftant to his friend \ he delighted much in his li- 
brary, which enabled him to fpeak on all occadons with great 
applaufe, and would fpend his vacant hours in viewing of 
records, and learning the mathematics. Thefe were his dh- 
verfiohs, together with riecreating himfelf in his fine gardens 
.and pleafant grOves, which were of his own plantation. He 
married Elizabeth, daughter of Algernon earl of Northumber- 
land, by whom he had fix fons and two daughters. But only 
Algernon, the fifth fon, and the yotmgeft daughter, furvived 
him. Her name was Ann, and fhe was married to Charles 
earl of Carlifie, 
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LETT E R S 

WRITTEN BY HIS EXCELLENCY 

ARTHUR CAP EL, 

E A R L O F E S S- E X, 
LORD LIEUTENANT OF IRELAND, 

INTHEYEAR 1^75. 



TO MR. HUGH MAY. 



-C0U8IN, 



Dublin Caftle, Jan. 5. iSy^s. 



<*,$>>;,<> sg OURS of the 4th of December hath come 
^T*y*j§ to my hands, wherein you have paid me a 
'^"ttTryi greater acknowledgment for the fmall prefent 
>50sO8OC<G8(^ which my brother fent you by my diredion, 
than fo flight a thing deferves. I have received many 
kindnefles from you fince my being here, and in- 
deed your friendftiip is that which I value very much, 

B and 
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£|nd I doubt not of the continuance thereof. In the ftation 
where I am, my abfence from the court often expofeth 
both my words and adlioos to mifrepwfentations of di- 
vers kinds, and therefore I cannot but ftand in need of 
the afHftance of thofe who are difpoied to be jufl to me 
in the oiEces of a true fi-iend ; and as I hare ever found 
you favourable to my concerns, fb you may aOTure your- 
felf of my reality in ferving you whenever an occafion 
fliall offer, of expreffing myfelf. 

Your moft aile^onate kinfman, 

and moil &ithful fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, EMdm Caftle^ Jstt. 5. 1 674.-5. 

1 AM to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 2 2d 
-'■ of December, wherein you mention a book that was 
newly publiihedy concerning the cruelties committed in 
Ireland at the beginning- of the late war : upon, further 
enquiry I find, Sir J. Temple, matter of the rolls here^ 
author of that book, was this laft year fent to by feveral 
ftationers of London, to have his confent to the printing 
thereof; but he a^res me, that he utterly denied ir, 
and whoever printed it, did it without his knowledge. 
Thus much I thought fit to add to what I formerly faid 

upon 
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upon this occafion, that I might do this gentleman right 
in cafe it were fufpeded he had any fhare in publi/hing 
this new edition. You will herewith inclofed receive a 
draft of a letter prepared for his Majeft/s iignattire; it- 
felf ftates the cafe for which it is propofed ; in fhort, 'tis 
thus : the A6t of Uniformity provides, upon the penalty 
of lofs of their preferment, that all beneficed clergymen» 
fellows of college^, 2cc. do, by a certain time therein 
prefixed, fubfcribe the Declaration, or acknowledgement 
therein contained. Several of the fellows of this college 
have happened to^ flip their time, not through any ill 
principle, but barely through inadvertency, as my lord 
primflte^ their vice-chancellor, informs me ; and in- 
deed, maity good and conformable men ; yet, how- 
ever, by the letter of the kw, they are deprived. There- 
fore I defife you woitid move hisMajeilyto fend this in- 
dofed, direded to th^ provoft of the college, that they 
may be reftored to their places. Having nothing further 
to trouble yov with, I remain. 



Your moft faithful humble fervant. 



ESSEX. 



B 2 To 
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To Our well beloved Dr. THOMAS SERLE, 
Our Provoft of Trinity College, near Dublin. 

RIGHT trufty, &c. We greet you well. Whereas 
by an ad of parliament, intitled, " An ad for the Uni- 
*< formity of Publick Prayers," it is among other things 
enaded, That all mafters, and other heads, fellows 
chaplains, and tutors of and in any college, hall, hdufe of 
learning, or hofpital, (hall before the 29th day of Septem- 
ber, 1 667, or at or before his or their refpedivc admiifions, 
fubfcribe the Declaration or acknowledgment in the feid 
faid ad contained, under the penalties and forfeitures 
in the faid ad mentioned. And whereas William 
Pallifcr, Nathaniel Foye, James Kyan, John Pookj, 
Geoi^e Mercer, have been according to ftatutes of 
Our college of Dublin in Our kingdom of Ireland, 
made, admitted, and eftaUifhed fenior fellows, and 
Patrick Fitzfimons, Tobias Pullen, Patrick Chriftian, 
Richard Adon, Thomas Wallis, Philip Barber, Giles 
Pooley, George Brown, and William Floyd, junior fel- 
lows of Our faid college. And whereas the faid William 
Pallifer, and the faid other perfons, having, as We are 
informed, overfeen the affixed claufe in the faid ad, or 
not conceiving themfelves included therein, have fpr 
fome time omitted to fubfcribe the faid Declaration, in 
manner as by the faid ad is required j but of^whieh fail- 
ure 
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ure of theirs being lately made fenfiUe, they have, as 
We are informed, tho* not within the time limited by the 
(aid ad, folemnly declared and fubicribed to thefaid De- 
claration in the faid ad mentioned, before the moft reve- 
rend father in God, James, lord archbifliop of Ardmagh, 
primate of all Ireland, and vice-chancellor of Our faid 
college. And whereas the laid Pallifer and the faid 
other perfons having by their omifHon as aforefaid juftly 
incurred Our difpleafure, and become liable to the pe- 
nalty by the faid ad to be inilided on them ; yet in re- 
gard it hath been humbly reprefented unto Us by Our 
right trufty and right well beloved coufin and counfellor 
Arthur earl of EfTex, lord lieutenant general and governor 
of Our faid kingdom of Ireland, that the faid omiilion or 
failure of fubfcribing, was not in contempt of Our laid 
ad, or difloyalty to Us, but rather in not knowing or not 
remcmbring the laid Declaration ; and that the laid per- 
fons, (the faid omiflion excepted) as alfo the whole fociety 
of Our laid college, have conftantly demeaned them- 
fclvcs with all loyalty to Us, and conformity to the 
faid Aatutes of Our laid college : We therefore in Our 
princely confideration had of the premilles, do require 
and command you, on fight hereof, to re-admit, re- 
ftore, and confirm the faid William Pallifer, Nathaniel 
Foye, James Kyan, John Pooley, and George Mercer, 
into the fenior fellowfliips of the laid college ; and the laid 
Patrick Fitzfimons, Tobias Pullen, Patrick Chriftian,^ 

Richard 
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Richard Adon, Thomas Wallis, PhUip Barber, GUcs 
Poolcy, George Brown, and William Loyd, into the junior 
fellowships of the faid college, according to fuch places, fe- 
niority, and precedency as each of them before held or en- 
joyed the fame. And We do hereby re-admit, reftore, and 
confirm them in their (aid places in manner as aforefaid, 
to be held and enjoyed by them, together with all falariesi 
profits, and emoluments, belonging and appertaining to 
the fcnior and junior fellowfhips rcfpe<SHvely, for, and 
during their refpedive rcfidence in Our faidcollege, each 
of the faid junior fellows fo to continue until admitted as 
fenior fellows. And further, in Our tender care of Our 
faid college and univerfity. We do hereby ratify and con- 
£rm all and every thing and things which the hid fel- 
lows, or any of them, have done purfiiant to the kws, 
orders, and flatutes of the &id college, fince their £ud 
omiiIk>n of fubfcribing or declaring as aforefaid ; and re- 
quire that what hath been aded by diem as aforefaid, 
be conflrued and held to be as firm and valid as if no 
fuch failure or omifHon had been ; for which this fhall be 
the warrant. Given, &c 
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TO THE EARL OF SUFFOLK. 

My LoRb, . DuUin Caftle, Jan. 5, 1674-5. 

T H A V E received your lordfliip's of the 26th of De- 
•*' cember, concerning the intereft due to jrour lordfliip 
from the commiilloners of the treafury here for 5000L 
being their laft payment to ypuf lordiKip. I made the 
agreement with them on your lordfhip's behalf, that they 
fhould pay the money at a certain day, viz, on the loth 
of January laft ; and that if they failed of their part, they 
fboald allow intereft at 10 per cent, for fo long as they 
ihould detain the money in their hands, or not fubfcribe 
fiich affignments on the farmers, as the farmers would 
accept of; and alio,, that in cafe the exchange fhould 
rife higher to your lordfhip's difadvantage, who muft re- 
turn it into England, they were to bear the lofs, and to 
make it up to your lordfliip, as the money might be re- 
turned at the fame rate as if it had been paid in by the 
time they engaged for it. The 5000 1, has long time* 
been afCgned on the farmers, but the commiflioners of 
the treafury conceiving they had dealt very well with your 
lordihip in making payment of fo great a fum ; and it 
happening that the exchange did alter much for your 
lordfhip's advantage when they afTigned the money, they 
hoped that your lordfhip would not exped intereft fof it, 
and defired me to write to your lordfhip againft my lord 

Rane- 
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Ranelagh's going over, concerning the matter, and told 
my lord my lord Ranelagh would difcourfe it further with 
you. I indeed forgot to write to your lordflup at that 
time, but now fince I have received your letter, I defire 
your lordfhip will pleafe to difcourfe this matter again 
with my lord Ranelagh, and let me hear from you after- 
ward, and then I fhall give order in the affair. I am, 
with perfed truth. 

Your lordfhip*s moft faithful, 
and mofl humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
TO MR. HARBORD. 

Mr. Harjbord, Dublin Caftlc, Jan. 5, 1674-5. 

Ttyr INE of the 19th of December acknowledged the 
•*■'•■• receipt of yours of the 1 2th of the fame month, 
fince which time I have wrote but one to you, dated the 
2 2d, after that there have come to my hands of your 
letters one of the 1 5 th, and another of the 1 9th, as alio 
one of the 2 2d, and another of the 24th of December, 
wherein there is nothing to be anfwered but what relates 
to your coming over hither. There are two things which 
may oblige you to flay where you are ; the firfl is to ob- 
ferve my lord Ranelagh and his adings, the fecond the 
new letting of the farm of his Majefly's revenue j for as 

for 
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for ^ iittiog of the parliament, in cafe th^ ihoi^ meet^ 
and which I believe they will not, you may be back 
tixoc enough, upon notice, when it is certain that they 
will convene. My lord Ranelagh having been fome week& 
in England, I fuppofe by that time you return out v£ 
the country, you may be able to difcern whether his aj6t- 
logs be fultable to Im profei&ons, lb as that I conceive 
wiU not flay you there. As for the letting of the iajTm, 
you muft inform yourfelf as well as you can upon the 
pkce, it being impoiOble for me to underflaad what h 
dome there ; bul^ iot fbme rea£)ns you know, it were bed 
you were prefeat when *tis let; and 'tis very probable 
they will go about it now, I living fent over to my lord 
trettfuier the formers accounts, delivered in upon oaith, 
of whajt they had made of the prefent &rm» Upon the 
whole, I cannot fee. any thing, uoleis this of the &tm, to 
kindec your coming i and therefore I fhould be gkd you 
were here as you d^figo, and that at tHe time when my 
brother intends to be in London. In relation to your 
ffaiy, I had much rather hav« you continue in this place 
than in England, having often occafibns for you; but you- 
know how uncertain matters are on this fide of the water, 
and therefore we mufl be guided by what we hear from 
dience^ for I am fiilly ^tisfied with your care of my bu* 
Gadk there, and on thefe grounds do wholly leave it to 
you to confider what is bed to be done ; only I do agree 

C with 
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with you, that it were fit that you came over hither, tho* 
you went back again by Eafter. 

I have by this pacquet fent a draft of a letter to Mr. 
fecretary Coventry, for reftoring of moft of the fellows of 
this college of Dublin to their fellowihips, they having 
flipt their time of fubfcribing their aflent and confent, 
according to the Ad of Uniformity ; and this happening 
only through inadvertency, the men being good men 
and conformable to the church, I have recommended 
their cafe into England, and defire you will mind Mr. 
fecretary Coventry to get the letter diipatched ; and if 
they have no agent there, do you pay the fees of the of- 
fice, and I will fee them repay you again here. 

Pray take care of the letter I fent you by Mr. Hilliard, 
and when you come over bring it along with you, for I 
have loft the copy of one part thereof. 

By this pacquet I have fent over a bill to my brother 
Henry for loool. to be paid at fourteen days fight. 

I am your moft afiedtionate friend, 



ESSEX. 
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TO MR. ARTHUR FORBESE. 

Sir, Dublin Caftlc, Jan. 9. 1674-5. 

T H AVE received yours of the 6th inftant, and toge- 
ther with it one from my lord Conway, wherein I had 
an account that the Norwich frigate, now with you, had 
orders to rcviftual at Kinfele, which I hold to be no way 
convenient, the voyage being fo great, and fiich as 
requiring fevcrdl winds, the fhip may poffible be 
abfent two or three months ere fhe can go thither and 
return to you again : I have therefore wrote to Mr. 
Southwell, to know what diredions he has received from 
England concerning the victualling of this fliip; and, if 
confiftent with the orders from thence, I fhall appoint 
him rather to return money hither to provide viduals in 
this town, or fend the money to Carrickfergus, and have 
her vidualled there, which of thefe two {hall prove the 
moft cheap and expedient ; but for her going to Kihfale 
my opinion is thereby againft it, unlefs the orders be {o 
peremptory as I may not properly fupcrfede them. The* 
I had the notice concerning this fhip from my lord Con- 
way, yet I have anfwered it in your letter, prefuming you 
two do communicate your letters with one another. 
There has been a large proportion of bifket fent down 
to you : I doubt not you fometimes make enquiry in» 
what condition it is ; and I defire you would confider . 
whether it may not be beft that the foldiers do i^end of 

C a it> 
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it, and thit we make a fupply of new 5 for if it be too 
ftale, poffible it may not be fit to life. If it temain in 
good omdition, and'liketolaft fo, fomeofit, as I con- 
ceive, may properly enough be employed to revidual 
this fliipi in cafe they do vidhial here, and we n^y for- 
iHih fo much new to be kept in ftore^ if hit Majefly*» 
affiurs fhould require you to march. 

I give you thanks for the fight of the two indofed let* 
ters, which I have herewith returned you, and remain 
with perfed truth, 

Your moft faidif ul humble iervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD CONWAY. 

Mt Lor»» DubfiftCaftle, J»tu$, 1674-5; 

IA.M but juft now returned home fiom hunting, being 
abroad all day^ and have time only to acknowledge 
the receipt of your k)rdfhip*a letter dated the 6th inftant^ 
and to fend you the newt letten come in by this pacquet t 
my other letters from London give me no further In^ 
telligence than what you wiU find in thefe; I fliall 
tfaere^xre Cstj no more to you, hoping in a fhort time to- 
kt your lordfhip here, where you will be very welcome 
to yoi^brdihip*is 

Mod ^ithfiil humble iervant^ 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR OF IRELAND. 

Mv Lx> R t^t Dublin Caftle, Jan. ics 1674-5. 

THAVE rcceivied yours of the 9th inftant, together 

with the |>aper&laclored, which gn^e an account of the 
killing of two men in the county of Londonderry ; if they 
prove to be tones, Ms very well they are gone j however 
thfe inquiiiti(m taken by Mr. Philips, for want of a coro- 
1L& in that batbny,. upon the death of thefe men, feems tO; 
be k bill but of the way, the jury finding thefe men to be 
lobbers^. a matter I fuppofe not ptoperly inquirabeby a cb- 
loner^s jury t *twill be nece^y to give the judges who go> 
that circuit particular diredioni to examine this bufinefs;, 
and truly, in cafe the men are proved to be of this lawleis. 
ibrt of peoi^e^ I think it will not only be neceflary to> 
grant thofe a pardon who killed them, but alfb, that they 
have reward^ for their own aiid others encouragement. 
The letter of the archbilhop of Tuam, which yout 
grace ient me at your going out of town, tnehtioned at 
perfon who (hould be nominated fheriif for the coun«>^ 
ty of Gallwa^,^ Whom he beliisves to be a papift;, there 
was one Stubbs, if I miftake not,, that I at firft pitched 
upon,, but he being certdnly gone out of the way, I wa» 
forced to fix upon another, whoie name is Oliver Ormefr^ 
by, £> 'tis a miftake in the archbifhop of Tuam.. 

I am. your grace's 
moft^ith&l andmoft afie<^ionate fervant,, 

ESSE X^«. 
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TO THE EARL OF CLARENDON. 

Dear Brother, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 12, 1674-5. 

■tTrHEN dear George went over I troubled you 
with a line or two from hence, but did not then 
well know where it would meet you, being at that time 
gone into France; this laft pacquet bringing me an ac- 
count of your return, I could not omit this firft oppor- 
tunity to let you know how nearly concerned I am for 
you, or any thing that befalls you. I do affure you, that 
no friend you have does more heartily condole with you 
for the lofs of your father than myfelf, who have ever 
had, and fliall always retain a perfed kindnefs for your 
lordfhip, and all. that relates to you. You will excufe 
my making ufe of another hand than my own upon 
this occafion, I having been a little ill, and taking fome 
phyfick this day. 

I am, your moft affedionate brother, 

and faithful fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE LORD RANALAGH. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 12, 1674-5: 

THAVE received yours of the 5 th inftant, which 
gives me an account, that you have procured two 
letters in behalf of fir Arthur Forbefe, as alfo that fir 
Theophilus Jones's affair is like to fucceed ; both which I 
am glad to hear. Several letters are come to me for the 
remittal of quit rents ; thefe you may be fure I will 
not pals, till my lord treafurer be made acquainted 
with them. 

If my lord of Inchiquin do part with his troop, and 
that your lordfhip have a mind to deal with him for it,. 
I fhall moft readily give my confent ; and fo foon as I 
have notice that the matter is agreed between you, fhall 
order a commiflion for your lordfhip, it being moft rea- 
fonable, that having fo confiderable a government as 
Athlone, you fhould be accommodated either with a 
troop or company, or both. 

I wifh the affair of Portleifter were once at an end 
one way or other, and that I knew what I were to do 
in it, for till I hear again from England- 1 fhall keep 
it in fufpence. As for Mrs. Willoghby's penfion, I have 
faid as much in my letters to my lord treafurer and your 
lordfhip as I can offer upon that fubjed:, and fo leave, it 
to his Majefty's determination. There are orders of con- 

cordatum^ 
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cordatum, if I miftake not, already figned for Mr. 
Bridgeman to Michaelmas laft, and from thence Mr. 
Thinne begins ; fo as if Mr. Bridgeman is not paid, 'tis 
only for want of fomebody to call for the money. Upon 
the death of my lord Dillon, who left no fons, that ho- 
nour and eftate going to a coufin of his, I find many 
people offering at difi^veries of feveial lands which hc 
poffeffed, and did not of right belong to hhn ; and 1 
doubt not but fome will be endeavouring to procure 
fetters on that fide for grants out of this eftate. There is, 
I am confident, a great deal that hc enjoyed, whidi bj 
ilis decree he Qught not to have ; but how gny man oan 
bring them in as dilcoveri^s, fincc I have had. a fight of 
them by me near a twelvemonth, cxtxd&ed out of the 
records, whereby it appears that other men,, and not the 
lord Pillon, were proprietors thereof in the year 1641^ 
I do not well underCUnd ; it is as all other mens decree^ 
; being only to be reftored to fuch right, title, and inteieft 
as they had in the year 1641 5 and cannot confirm to> 
them thefe lands which were the property of other men: 
however the proprietors in his time were glad to fhelter 
themfelves under his name, and. thefe now fearing an in** 
quiry, are, as I hear, labouring to get fome other 'great 
men to patronize their eftates, and will themfelves be-r 
come the difcoverers. Moft, though not all of thefe lands,^ 
are in the province of G>nnaught,. and may properly &11 
under confideradon, when the letter for fettHngthe Con- 
naught efbtes fhall come over. 
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This I tell your lordfliip, that if you find any thing 
ftirring there in relation to this bufinels, you may ac- 
quaint either his Majefty, or my lord treafurer, that I 
believe few or none of thefe lands will be real difco- 
veries, being fuch as I have already mentioned, that I 
knew of i)efore, and by the records will be made out ; 
therefore I would be glad they might be kept undifpofed, 
*till fome general rules be given for the diftribution of all 
the lands which are not as yet regularly fettled : and I do 
the rather tell your lord (hip of this particular eftate, be- 
caufe I knew it to be one of the greateft covers of con- 
cealed lands in the kingdom. 

By the next, the holidays being over, I ihall hope to 
receive an anfwer from your lordfliip to fome of thofe af- 
fairs, which I defired you to get difpatched, 

I am your lordfliip^s 

mod faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 1,2, i<5;4-5. 

' I ^ HERE are four companies here in Ireland, which 
formerly were of prince Rupert's regiment of dra- 
goons in England, and before that ferved his Majefty in a 

D regi- 
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regiment at Barbadoes. Thefe companies have arrears due 
to them for their fervice done at Barbadoes ; which arrears, 
as they inform me, have, by your lordfhip's orders, been 
ftated in England ; the officers have made application 
to me, defiring my letter to your lordfliip in their favour. 
I do find thefe companies to be as good men as any 
that came ' over, and their officers are indeed very well 
deferving ; wherefore I intreat your lordfhip in their be- 
half, that you would be pleafed to concern yourfelf fo 
for, as to fee right done them in the payment of their 
arrears ; wherein, as you will do an ad both of juflice 
and charity to thefe men, thereby encourage them and 
all others who fcrve his Majefly in his army, {o you 
will alfo hy it oblige. 

Your lordfhip's 

mofl faithful humble fcrvant, 

ESSEX. 

The gentleman who brings your lordfhip this let- 
ter, is Mr. Trant their agent, who will mind your 
^ lordfhip of their concerns, and attend your pleafure 

therein. 

TO 
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TO MR. HARBORD. 

M ». H A « 9 o R D, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 1 6, 1 674-5. 

THE Jaft of yours I received, was dated from 
Graftoa the 29th of December; I fuppofeby that 
time this arrives, you will be at London. Your father** 
letter concerning Eflex-houfe came to me a while ago, 
and there fcems great difproportion between the value 
that thole who viewed it have fet, and the price which 
h afked : if Mr, Thinne do come to a price that is 
pretty near reafbn, I would have yoti to purfue my for- 
mer diredion ; and by my lord of Arl, or my lord 
treafurer, or both, to try if the King will give a help 
towards it ; for indeed I am yet defirous of it, if it 
can be obtained. Sir William Churchill hath by co- 
lonel JefFeries lent me one of his books ; I would have 
you go to him, and give him thanks from me for it. 

There being nothing further at prefent to fay to you, 
I remain, 

o 

Your moft affedionate friend. 



ESSEX. 

D2 
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TO SIR CHARLES HARBORD. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, Jan. i6, 1674-5. 

'Tp H E receipt of yours was very grateful to me, 
not only for the true account you gave me con- 
cerning EfTex-houfe, but much more becaufe it brought 
me the afl'urance of your recovery from your late ill- 
neis. I have not yet heard precifely what terms Mr. 
Thinne flands upon ; but in cafe he will take reaibn, 
and that I can find means to compafs it, I am fure it 
would be a great convenience to me to be provided of 
a dwelling in town, and I confefs I had rather have this 
than any other ; but I do fully agree with you in opi- 
nion, that no man ever profited by borrowing money 
for to buy lands or houfes, much lefs to build ; your 
fon fully knows what way I propofed to myfelf for mak- 
ing this purchafe, if the price be reduced to a propor- 
tion fit to be given. 

My wife prefents her fervice to you, and I defire you 
will believe me to be ever 

Your moft affedionate, 

and moft faithful fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO SIR ARTHUR FORBESE. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, Jan. i6, i6y4-$, 

T H A V E enquired how the account ftands between 
my lord Brabazon and his troop, whereof you gave 
me notice in your's of the 9th inftant, that his lordfhip 
had imprefted all the pay belonging to them ; and I do 
find, that upon fome reckonings and debts between him 
and the commiflioners of the treafury, he hath money in 
his hands which belongs to his troop ; but the matter is fb 
adjufted between them, as they have engaged upon Tuef- 
day next to fend down orders for immediate payment to 
the troop of all that is due to them, which they tell me 
will be a month's pay compleat, 20s. only being deduded 
upon fome orders for debts of four or five of the foldiers, 
fo as I hope this money will enable them to march. Some 
intelligence hath come to me of two perfons lately fecured 
in the King's county, the name of one is major Montgo- 
mery, and the name of the other is Wall ; they are faid 
to be fome of thofe who raifed a petty rebellion in Scot- 
land, fome years paft. I remember that capt. Barclay, 
who now hath Sir Edward Mafley's company, and is with 
yon, once told me that he was employed by his Majefty's 
particular warrant to apprehend feveral of thofe men ivho 
fiirrcd this fedition in Scotland, and (hewed me a liH: of 
their names ; wherefore I deiire you would fpeak wita 
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him, and know whether either of them be of thofe pef- 
fons whom he endeavowed to apprehend ; and that you 
would be pleafed to give me an account what he iaid: in 
the mean time I have fent into the country to have a more 
diftia<a knowledge of the thing. 

I am your moft faithful, and 
affeftionatc fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE EARL OF ARLINGTON. 

My Lord, Bublin Caftle, Jan. 24, 1^74-5.' 

npH I S laft pacquet bringing the news of your lord- 
•* fhip*s fafe arrival out of Holland, I could not omit 
the firft opportunity of welcoming your lordfhip home, 
and telling you that no intelligence is more pleafing to 
me than that which conveys a confirmation of your lord- 
iliip's welfere and profperity ; the continuance whereof, as 
I do moft really wifh, fo Ihall I never doubt of my being 
relieved in your memory, under the qualification of 

Your lordfliip*s moft faithful, 
and moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE BISHOP OF LONDON. 

M T Lord,' Dublin Caftle, Jan. 23, 1674-5. 

ROM Dr. Goodman I di<J, this laft poft, receive an 
account of the great favour your lordfhip had dont 
him in confirming the redory of Hadham upon him ; and 
tho' he be a gentleman very worthy in himfelf, and whofe 
merits might well recommend him to your lordfhip, 
yet confidering the circumftances of the thing, it being 
the parifti where my other houfe ftands, I cannot but at- 
tribute a great fhare of his prefernient to your lordfliip's 
refped towards me ; and do therefore upon both fcores 
g^ve your lordfhip many thanks for this your kindnefs to 
him, and own it as an obligation to myfelf. I have been 
more than ordinary careful whom I fhould prefent to 
the vicarage of Wattford, in regard the people there are, 
and have ever been (as your lordfhip well knows), very 
fedious and uneafy towards their minifter; wherefore up- 
on this vacancy I defire your lordfhip to do me the fa- 
.vour to find out a perfon that may be fit for this place: 
I fhould like it well that he be a good preacher, as well 
as a prudent man, becaufe that when I am in England, 
I fhall for the mofl part refide there. So foon as your lord- 
fhip 
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(Lip (hall pleafe to nominate one to me, I {hall fign a pre- 
fentation, and fend it over. 

I am your lordfhip's moft faithful, 
and moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
M I i i I I I I i { { { I { I I I I I U } I I I M i i I I i I { i 1 1 - 
TO DOCTOR GOODMAN. 

Dr. Goodman, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 23, 1674-5. 

"VT" OUR letter of the 6th of January, wherein you 
acquaint me with the lord bifhop of London's kind- 
nefs to you, came to me on the 20th inftant. I am very 
glad you are fo well provided for, and like it much the 
better that it falls out to be in that place ; and truly I take 
it extream kindly of his lordfliip that he thought of you 
for it, in regard he knew you to be a perfon for whom I 
had a good efteem. The enclofed letter, a copy where- 
of is herewith fent for you to perufe, will tell you that I 
defire his lordfhip to recommend a perfon to me to fuc- 
ceed you in Wattford, by which rneans JMfr. Beveridg^ 
the gentleman you mention, I fuppofe will have it ; the 
only thing I doubt of him is, left having a good living 
in London, he will fpend moft of his time there ; where- 
as I would not willingly have Wattford church be with- 
out 
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out a good preacher, it being the place where I fhall, for 
the moft part, re£de when I am in England. As for Mr, 
Powell, I defire you would fpeak with him yourfelf, and 
let him know he fhall not be forgotten when I have an 
opportunity ; tho* this parifh I conceive requires a man 
who hath a good deal of experience in the world. By a 
former letter of yours, you recommended one dean Sherri- 
dan to me ; I am confident he hath much deceived your* 
felf, and thofe other gentlemen you named in England, 
into a good opinion of him ; for I cannot £nd but that 
he is the moft Improper perfon in the world, for the em- 
ployment he feeks. I am 

Your moft afFedionate fiiend, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. ARTHUR FORBESE. 

S I R, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 23,1 674-5. 

IN my laft I mentioned to you (bmething of two Scotch- 
men, major Montgomery and one Wall, defiring you 
to enquire of captain Barkley, who being now, by your 
leave, come up to town, I can inform myfelf from him. 
Your laft letter told me, that major Andrews' com- 
pany was in arrear for their pay ; upon examination, I 

E find 



Digitized by 



Google 



26 LETTBRgOP 

^od that they are in tl^e Ikme fbte \vith tho fither eoQi« 
panies now with you; only the perfenal pay of major An-r 
4irew^ is, hy Jiii own ctrder, detained by Sir John Cham- 
I^Qt^, to t>9 feturned ioito England ; whipjb Im lieutenant 
likes- not, fai^t would have the captaiaV moofy paid tn 
hin^If ; and that I beHeve wiU bo hand to be tJto di0k* 
renG9* I have heire fent you an abftm^ of the ^/ieovx^ 
wheceby you wU &c the company ia overpaid j^zh. From 
^. Souithw<ell at Kin&le, I hear that hi& orderaave pofi-t 
tiv«:foc vidbuajlkig the Noswioh Frigate theie at ^j^iftfale^ 
ib. ad when 1^ pioviiiuons fail^ h« muft retum to, thafi 
place to revival. 

The n&^s letters^ coo^je by thi$ lail pacquet are here 
indofed, which will fumi(h you with all the intelligence 
I know» So fbon as you can put things in fuch a pofture 
as you may fafely leave them, I fliall be glad of your 
company here ; and in the time, 

I remain 

Your moft a^^ionat^,,apd 
mod faif hful. fervant, 

ESSEX* 
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TO Mr. harbors 

Mr. l^ARBORD, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 23. 1674-j;. 

T tl Ay E receive(i yours of the 9th of January, where- 
in you mention a good deal relating to Mr. Secretary 
Coventry ; and that he Teems ill pleafed concerning a let-, 
fer of my lord Carlingford*s. You may at all times 
affure Mr. fecretary Coventry of the real value t haVe 
fbr him, anict tlie care I (hall ever take to pay him not 
<5llly all due reQ)ed, but all the kind fefvices that can lyie; 
lYi my power ; for indeed I do kiiow, and from my oWri 
heairt believe him td be one of the mod efteemabl'e men 
of this age. But, upon this occafion, t mim itmind you 
ct a paliage, which I ani Aire you cannot forget, that 
happened between my lord of Arlington and me : it was* 
concerning the preparing of books for the difcovery of 
concealed lands in Ireland ; and you cannot but call to 
ihind how ill his lordOiip took it, that flich a work had 
been fb long in hand, and he knew nothing thereof ; ^nd 
yet when he law what orders I had received, and in 
what manner I was direded to proceed, his lordfhip 
refted fiilly ^tisfied with what I had done. You that 
have experience of this, may ^eafily imagine that ibme- 
tKing.of the like nature may come again; and therefore 
it fhould be your part, as much as may be, ever to 
confirm a- good underftanding between Mr. fecretary" 
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Coventry and myfelf, and that when any thing of this 
fort happens he may be afTured that it proceeds from 
fome other caufe, and not from any either unlsindnefe 
or inaffurance I have of his friendfliip. I muft and will 
obey pundually the orders I have received from the King 
my mafter, and this I fhall precifdy do without regard- 
ing whom it pleafeth or difpleafeth ; and if orders fhould 
happen to be fuch as I cannot perform, I muft refign. 

As for my lord treafurer, and my lord Ranelagh, it 
Is neceflary, for feveral reafons, that I keep fair with 
them; and therefore I would by no means have you give 
them the leaft occafion for jealoufy : that which Mr» 
Cook tells you, that his Majefty will have the treafurer 
acquainted with all things relating lands and monies in 
Ireland, but will have no fuch claufe put in letters, I 
can give you an inftance of the contrary, which you may 
let Mr. fecretary Coventry know, as from yourfelf. The 
ktter was in behalf of colonel Willoughby and his wife, 
and is entered at the fignet*s office the 1 2th of Novem- 
ber. Much more I could fay to you upon this fub- 
je^ if you were prefent, but this letter will fuffice, 
which you will be fure to keep fecret, and guide your- 
felf by it. 

I have received a letter from your father concerning 
£i!ex houfe, which I fhall anfwer by the next. Let Mr. 
Thinne know that I have two of his, but have not time 
by this poft to write. I do much want a lift of fees 
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taken in all his Majefty^s courts of Eng^nd, whlch^ long 
ago, I direded you to fend me ; pray let it be haftened 
over. 

By this pacquet I have writ to Mr. fecretary Coven- 
try, upon the fubjed of renewing charters to ccwpora- 
tions ; pray mind him to give an anfwer fo fbon as con- 
veniently may be, for *till I know his Majefty*s pleafure, 
that bufinefs is at a ftand. 

I am your moft afi^dionate friend, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. SECRETARY cbVENTRY. 

S I R» ^ Dublin Cafile, Jan. 25, tSy^.-g^ 

TT IS Majefty, by his letter of the i6th of Auguft^ 
'■'-■' 1671, having impowered the chief governor here^ 
to renew the charters of the feveral corporations of this- 
kingdom, and to grant unto them fiich of the privilegeft 
formerly belonging to them, as fhould be tliought fit j 
and the lords of his Majefty^s moft honourable privy 
council in England, by their letter of the 26th of Sep- 
tember, 1673, having fignified to me his Majefty s plea- 
fure, that all reftraints againfl; the renewing of charters be 
taken off, and that I fhould proceed therein according 
to the feveral former diiedions given from thence ; I 
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have fince applied rayfelf towards the dispatch of that af- 
feir, and have given notice to fome of the chief corp«>- 
rations, that they Ihould employ agents here to fbllicit 
the taking out of their charters, and that of Coik is 
at prefent under confideration ; and finding that by a 
letter from his Majeifty's privy council in England, bear- 
ing date the 17th of Auguft, 1^70, [a copy whereof 
I herewith fend you] fome rules and diredions were re- 
commended to the lord lieutenant and. couscil, to be 
obferved in the granting of fuch new. charters; I 
thought it fit, although that letter was only direded to 
the lord Berkley, then lord lieutenant, and not to the 
lieutenant for the time being, to conform myfelf to his 
Majefty's. pleafure thereby fignified^ unlefs hi^ Majefty 
ihould difpenfe with any of the rules thereby prefcribed. 
The only difficulties that I meet with, da relate to two- 
of the diredions therein mentioned; whereof one ,i^ 
that a furrender (hould be required of their former char- 
ters ;. without which, a new charter will not abrogate an- 
old privilege ; and the other is, that if any Corporatioa 
claims the benefit of fines and amerciaments among 
themfelVes, that this occafion may be taken of extin- 
guifhing of fuch claim, and- refuming of that privilege, 
becaufe it leads to the obft:ru(ftion of juftice. 

As to the firft, I find the corporations generally very 
unwilling to furrender their old charters, many of them, 
having divers antient charters from feveral of his Ma- 

jeftys 
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jefty's royal predeceffors, wherein there are large Ceflimo- 
nies of thdr loyalties and good iervices^ by them in for- 
mer times performed to the crown, which they conceive 
to be much for their honour, and are therefore defiroui 
not to part with them ; and do alfo apprehend that it 
may be Ibme prejudice to them in the lands belonging to 
^em> and an occafion of many fuits and difierences con- 
<«nHng Ajbch leafes and grants as have been made ;: afid 
dc^ contracted by them, if the prefent corporations 
ilkitld be w^lly diflblved by the furrender of their old 
jdhaxtezs; alio tliey fear all the hyAaws and other con* 
ftttulSQiUL fbrmetl^ made by themii, will become void ; and- 
thsrefots: rather dcfire, that if any privil^es hereto- 
foK: granted, to- them fhall be found to be unreafonable> 
audi not fit to be continued, they may, by a deed under 
tkik corporation iical, to be enrolled in< the chancery, fur- 
render and relcafe fuch privileges to his Majefty, whicfe^ 
it is flippofed, may be as available for the barring them 
from the. ei^oyment of fuch privil^esj as if their former 
chaters were funrendercd. As to the other, concerning the 
gntntsrof fines and amerciaments among themfelves, it 
is- inflflied on by fome of them,' and particularly by the 
city of Cork, who have that privilege, diat they have for 
man)» years enjoyed' the fame, without complaint of any 
ill uie madfe thereof to the obftruaion of juftice ; that ■ 
there are not in Cork any lands belonging to the corpo- 
ration : fo that if that benefit be taken from them they 
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fhall lofe all that fmall income that is granted to them 
by their charter: and that being a town of the greateft 
trade in this kingdom, next to Dublin, it may poffi- 
bly be reafbnable to grant fome of thofe privileges to 
that, and fome few other trading towns, which may 
be fit to be denied to others of lefs confederation; 
whereof if his Majefty fhall be pleafed to allow, it 
will be neceffiiry he fhould fignify his pleafure, that 
I may have the liberty either of allowing or disallowing 
that privilege in fuch cafes as the lord lieutenant and 
council here (hall think fit. And as to both thefe rules 
directed to be oblerved, I find that neither of them were, 
taken notice of in the new charter, which hath been late- 
ly granted to the town of Dundalk, under the great leal 
of England, which was pafTed there without any furren- 
der of their former charter ; and there is alfo therein 
contained ah exprefs grant to them of all the liberties and 
jM-ivileges belonging to them in the year 1641, by force 
of any charters heretofore granted to them ; and a par- 
ticular provifion for their enjoyment of all fines, ifiiies, 
and amerciaments happening within the court of the faid 
town. There is one thing more relating to this matter 
that may not be unfit to inform you of ; which is, that 
by his majefty 's letter of the i6th of Auguft 1671, I am 
authorized to grant to the corporations all fuch privileges 
as have been formerly granted to them ; and the trade 
and condition of fome of the towns here, being now 
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very much altered from what they were at the time of 
their granting their former charters, as particularly Bel- 
faft, and fome others : I have not any power to enlarge 
the privileges of any of them, that I fliall find to deferve 
greater encouragement than they had by their former 
charters, when there was a lefs trade in them ; which 
may be reminded in cafe his Majefty fhall think fit to 
impower me to grant unto liich corporations, whofe trade 
hath confiderably encreaied fince the pafling of their 
former charters, fuch new privileges the lord lieute- 
nant and council here Ihall judge to be convenient for 
them, and to tend to the advancement of the trade 
thereof. I delire you to take an opportunity to acquaint 
his Majefty with thefe fevcral particulars, and to let me 
know his pleafure therein, which I ihall be fure punc- 
tually to obferve; and fhall then proceed to the renew- 
ing of the feveral charters, according to fuch diredions 
as I fliall receive from his Majefty, and thoie other rules 
mentioned in the letter of the lords of the council here 
inclofed. I am 

your moft faithful humble fervant,. 

ESSEX. 

I have received your's of the L2th inftant; and con- 
cerning the report in the cafe between Mr. Barrett and my 

F lord 
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lord Loftus, I completed it, and figned it at leaft £ve 
months ago ; but Mr. Barrett, when he left this coun- 
try, did not think fit to take it with him, ib as it lay 
by me till within this three .weeks, at which time an 
agent from Mr. Barrett called for it, and to him it is de- 
livered. 

I i 1 [ 11 I t il i I i - H M M { I H i I i I I I ( N I I H li . 
TO THE EARL OF ORRERY. 

Mt Lor d, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 28, 1674-5. 

TH E charter of G)rk being now under confidera- 
tion here, in order to the renewing thereof^ I be* 
lieve we ihall continue all thoTe men freemen of the 
faid city who are now fo; but it being pofHble that 
ibme of the gentlemen of the neighbourhood, who 
at present have not freedom in that city, may, with 
reafbn, be proper to be named freemen in the new 
charter, if your lordihip, of my lord Shannon, to 
whom I defire you to communicate this letter, will 
be pleafed to nominate perfbns you think fit, my- 
felf, I prefume, and council, will not fcruple at in- 
ferting their names; wherefore I defire I may hear 
from your lordihip upon this fubjed: ib fbon as con- 
veniently you can ; only I wifh they may not be too 

many. 
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many, but gentlemen of good fortunes and credit in 
the country. I am 

Your lordfliip*i8 

moft &ithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. ORLANDO GEE. 

Sift, Dublin GalUe, Jan. 30, 1574-;: 

I HAVE fome time fliice received your's of the 2d of 
January, and having an opportunity by captain Crofts 
going over, I would not omit the writing to you, and 
fending, as I have here cnclofed a copy of a cypher, 
' whereby you may at all times communicate your 
thoughts to mc. In the end of your letter you tell me, 
it is the opinion that I had beft keep the leafes which arc 
by me unfealed, for a reafon not convenient to men- 
tion. I defirc, by the hdp of this cypher, you vidll let 
me know it ; as alfo that I may now and then under- 
ftand your proceedings with the duke of Monmouth. 
I (hall likewife return you my opinion in. the fame man- 
ner, as there Ihall be occafion. I am continually in want 
of gentlemen to attend me ; thofe whom I brought over 
are many of them provided for, and this country is 

F 2 pretty 
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pretty (carce of men of that fort ; wherefore I would be 
glad you would from time to time find me out fbme : 
For their qualifications, I would have them born gen- 
tlemen, good fightly men, and free from debauchery, 
and fuch as have ibmething of their own to maintain them, 
tho' it be but forty or fifty pounds per annum. The terms, 
they are to be upon are thefej they have lodging and diet 
in the Caftle for themfelves and their men ; they ride in- 
the life-guard, and have a pay there of between 30 
and 40 1. a year, which pay will keep their horfes well j 
fo as if they have a little of their own to go handfomely 
in cloaths, it will be enough. If I find them men of fenfe,. 
and fit for bufinefs, I fliall prefer them before any others^ 
as places do fall. Indeed, I would be glad you would 
enquire me out a man or two that are of good under- 
ftanding; for mahy^ times I have occafion to employ 
them : pray, as you hear of any that may be fit for me,, 
let me know it^ and I will fend for them flill as I want.. 

I am your moil af&dionate friend^, 

ESSEX. 
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TO SIR JOSEPH WILLIAMSON. 

S I R^ Dublin Caftle, Jan. 30, " 1 674^5, 

A BOUT a fortnight ago I received a letter of his 
•^ ^ Majefty's, counterfigned by yourfelf, in the behalf 
of Mr. Richard Talbot, direding a grant to him of an 
incumbrance out of his eftate. I have enquired into the 
matter, and do find it to be a mortgage ; vjrhich mort- 
gage (as the letter recites) is, by the A6t of Settlement,, 
panted to the 49 officers. Now^ by a former letter, in 
the name of colonel Gary Dillon, his Majefty has been 
fJeafed to order, that there fhall be a liberty and pre- 
ference, given to him to place deficiencies upon the 
whole 49 fecurity ; and fhould this gentleman come in^ 
and make his difcovery, colonel Dillon,, upon the right 
of preference, would carry the thing. I have therefore 
thought fit to keep this letter in Mr. Talbott's behalf pri- 
vate, till I have a fijrther fignification of hi& Majefty's 
pleafure-; and indeed I muft needs fay this, that if hi* 
Majefty do grant thefe things for the advantage of pL- * 
vate men, who may buy deficiencies at a lower rate, and 
apply them, it is much more natural that thofe on whofe 
land the incumberances are, as the cafe of Mr. Talbot is,, 
fiiould partake of .his Majefty's favours, rather than others^ 
who are ftrangers to the eftates. You will be pleafed to 
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take fome time to acquaint his M^jcfty with this ; and 
according to fuch orders as £ball come, I fhall conform 
myfelf. 

I am your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

M T Lo R D, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 30, 1674-5. 

OINCE I wrote to your lordfhip, I have three of 
*^ your's to acknowledge of the 12th, i6th, and an- 
other of the 23d; by the latter of which you give me an 
account of ieveral paflages relating to this country ; and 
among others, that there are fbme obje^bions made againft 
regimenting the army here ; and that it is propofed, that 
the elded captains (hould command .as field-ofiicers. I 
confefs, I am utterly to feek what thefe objedions 
Hiould be ; and as for the propoial of the eldefl cap- 
tain to command, it will be very often found inconve- 
nient, feveral of them probably not being fo fit for it ; 
but I ihall fufpend any thing to be (aid on this fubjed:, 
till Mr. Harbord, who I undcrfland is coming over, fhall 
acquaint y^u with theie objedions. I am extremely fa- 
tisfied with what you tell me concerning the manage- 
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ment of the revenue, and the difpofition of lands here, 
and not leis with that which concludes your letter ; an 
account of my lord treafurer's kindnefi to me, a confir- 
mation of which I do indeed receive from all hands. 
I did, on the 2 2d of Decembot laft, which is now al- 
moft five weeks ago, fend to my lord treafurer, the com- 
miffiqners of Cork-houfe their account of the farm, upon 
oath. Theie papers being of fome importance, I wiih I 
could know whether they be received or no ; not hav- 
ing as yet heard one word of it. Mr. Jones did, laA: ' 
night, deliver your letter concerning Athlone ; which,, 
as ibon as I Have peruied, I (halt take fome o(der in it. 

I am your lordfliip*is moft 

^ithful humble fervant,. 

ESSEX 

Since I wrote this letter,. I am informed that the pro* 
voft of the college is fallen defperately ill of a. dead pal- 
&y* I define your lordHDip ta be watchful, to prevent 
jPean Sherridan's dcfigns, who, no doubt, will have no- 
tice of this man's iUnd& ; and if you have an opportu* 
nity to do Mr. Dean Ward a kindaefs upon. thi& occafion^ 
i should be glad of it. 
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TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, Jan. 30, 1674-5. 

I N C E my laft, whifh was upon the fubjed of cor- 
^^ porations, I have received your's of the 19th ;. where- 
in, among other things, you acquaint me his Majefty*s 
pleafure concerning captain Crofts, that he may have 
permifCon to ccme over into England, he being one of 
that party quartered near Carrickfergus, commanded by 
Sir Arthur Forbefe. I have been a little ftrid in keep- 
ing them upon the place ; but knowing lome buidnefs 
of importance called him into England, I had given him 
a licence before the receipt of your letter. 

As to the affair of the town of Galway, betwixt it and 
Mr. Hamilton, they are now proceeding in Chancery ; 
and, I am very fure, Mr. Hamilton can have no advan- 
tage in that court. When this grant was firft in paffing, 

1 obftruded it as much as was fit for me ; but after his 
Majefty had fignified his pleafure in the cafe, I have 
fupported it to the utmoft, as far as was proper for me 
in my ftation ; but it would be hard to interpofe his Ma- 
jefty *s power, in the decifion of law caufes. Having this 
occafion, I cannot but tell you, that I do apprehend this 
grant will be the ruin of that town. It was once a con- 
£derable place of trade, and one of the principal ftrengths 
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of the kingdom ; it furniflied all the province of Co- 
naught, (it being the oiklf frequefited port there) with fo- 
reign comlnodities : but now I hear the merchants are 
all leaving the place, and the gentlemen of that county 
are forced to fend as far as thi« city for thofe things, 
whereof they ufed to be provided from thence. There 
is a letter in behalf of the earl of Krldare, which will 
be brought to you for his Majefty's fignature; 'tis for 
the grant of a fmall parcel of land that Sir Maurice 
Euftace was like to have defrauded him of, and that 
ufed very ungentleman-like pradices to compafs his 
ends. The land does not exceed 50 L per annum above 
the rent now payable; and a leafe happening to be 
taken in a forfeiting perfon*s name, ft falls into the 
King's difpoM, But die letter does fo fully fet forth 
the cafe, as I fhall fay no more, fa ve only, that it 
hath been drawn with care ; and I conceive it very 
ftafonable for his MajeAy to allow, I am 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO MR. THINNE. 

Sir, -Dublin Caftle, Jan. 30, 1674-5^ 

I N C E my laft writing to you, feveral "letters of 
^^ your's, as thofe of the 9th, 12th, and i6th in- 
ftant, have come to my hands ; which happening to ar< 
rive when I was full of other bufinefs, I had not leifure 
to fend you my anfwer. I give you thanks for the di- 
vers intelligencies you fend me, and defire you will con- 
tinue 7our correfpondence. Thkt which your laft {peaks- 
of, the prefent report concerning the earl of Shaffefbury; 

1 do agree ^ith you in opinion, that it cannot have any 
good foundation. 

I am your moft ai&dionaite fervant, 

ESSEX.. 

TO SIR HENRY CAFEL. 

Dear Brother, Dublin Cattle,. Jan. 30, 1674-5; 

TDEUEVING Mr. Harbord will certainly be upon the 
■■^ road for Ireland before this letter can arrive, I muft 
hold my correfpondence with you, for fuch matters as I 
would have communicated to him ; and therefore I have 
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herewith inclofed a letter written to him concerning 
Eflex-houfe: it is moft of it in cypher, which your key 
, will unfold ; as alfo one other to Sir Charles Harbord, 
which I defire you to deliver. 

The city here is, at prefent, in a good deal of diforder; 
the aldermen and commons almofl perpetually jarring 
and differing. At my firft coming over they were in 
great confiifion, andfeveral mutinies had been here ; and 
in one of them concerning the building a bridge, the tu- 
mult was fo great, as Sir Arthur Forbefe, then one of the 
lords juftices, was forced to draw out fome of the fol- 
diers, and caufe them to fire among them, before they 
would be quieted j wherein fome men loft their lives. 
Afterwards, by the vile pradices of Sir Ellis Leighton, to 
get himfelf into the recorder's place, and fome other 
advantages of money, Sir John Totty, then mayor, join- 
ing with other feditious people of the commons, at once 
turned out eight aldermen and the recorder. The mat- 
ter being extraordinary, and the manner, of difplacing 
thofe men, who were the wealthieft and moft fubftantial 
of the city, being very irregular and turbulent, they dp- 
plied themfelves to the King in England; and his Ma- 
jefty, at my firft coming over, ordered me to hear and 
determine it according to juftice. This afiair had a full 
hearing at large, and the proceeding of turning out thefe 
aldermen appearing not only contrary to all the praftices 
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and cuftoms of this city, but alfo againft the rules of 
common juftiee ; it was declared void by the whcijp 
board, there being at leafl 20 of the council {>Fefent> nQt 
one diiTenting, and that the alderniea fl^ould be replaced 
again ; as alio,, that all a£ts and proceeding relating to 
the turning out of thefe aldermen, fhoijld be erazcd out 
of the city books. The firft part was perfornjed, anc$ 
the aldermen put in poflellipn of their places again t 
but as for the latter^ the city has negleded to da it hither- 
to ; and the lafl: week, there being a quarter aflemblyy. 
the matter was taken into confideration. The mayor and 
aldermen unanimoufly agreed, and ient it to the comj- 
mons ; the commons, by vote, have refufed obedience to 
our orders. 1 am confidering what to do in the thing :- 
fure I am, I will not fuffer his Majefty's aijthority tp be. 
flighted, but will fee our orders obeyed ; ^nd thefe pro- 
ceedings, by one means or other, razed out of the books.. 
The reports which every day are traafmitted hither 
from England of my remove, is the principal caufe 
of their flubbornnels ; and, indeed, it is a misfortune 
to his Majefty's affairs, that fuch rumours are fpreadj. 
for I do not believe that, under the fun, there are a people 
who are more apt to defpife and affront their governors 
than feme here are, and will, if they have any ima- 
gination that they are to be recalled : but I know not 
how this can be helped in fuch a loofe age as this, 
where all men write and fpeak what they pleafe ; how- 
ever. 
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ever, doubtlels it much weakens his Majefty's autho- 
rity. The reaibn that I have writ all this is to introduce 
another matter, wherein I defire you to a/k my lord 
keeper and Sir William Jones, the attorney general, their 
Opinions: There, is one Phillpot, a haberdafher, who^ 
in my lord Berkley's time, and now fince my coming, 
hath been the principal ringleader of thefefeditious people. 
This man, while the eight aldermen were turned out, 
was himfelf, and one Greiltngham, chofen into the place 
of two of the aldermen, which elcdion was by the 
judgment of the board made void. Some time after the 
cjouncil had given this fentence, this Phillpot, being maf* 
ter of one of the corporations of the city, and there be- 
ing fbme cups which belonged to them to be new caft 
he, without orders of his corporation, direded a motto 
to be put upon them in thefc words, Ihefe Cups were 
made in the year when Phillpot and Grejftngham were Al- 
dermen ; which cups are conftantly ufcd at all the feafts of 
the city. Now, perhaps, tho* the thing may feem but 
trivial in itfelf, yet I conceive it is of fbme confequence. 
to the government, that a kind of memorial fhould be 
kept, and every year fet before the faces of the people, 
contradiding an order of the lord lieutenant and coun- 
cil, who have adjudged thefe men not to be aldermen, 
and that their cledion was totally irregular and void ; 
and that to the end there might be no memory of fuch 
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irregularities, all proceedings relating to it fhould be 
razed out of the books. 

I am very fure the city will never be in any tolerable 
quiet, till fome few of the chief incendiaries do fmart for 
it. Being loath, in my own nature, to make ufe of power 
for the chaftifement of fiich exorbitancies ; I have been 
watching" to lay hold of fome particular to fix upon any 
of them, which might bear an indidment in fome of the 
King's courts ; and, if I miflake not, this will, upon the 
fcore of (edition : wherefore I defire you to take fome 
opportunity to fpeak to thefe two perfons before men- 
tioned, fo foon as conveniently you can, and let me 
know their opinions. I would not have it difcourfed of 
abroad, but only to afk them privately, and let me un> 
derftand their fenfe. The violencies of fome of thefe 
little fellows have been infufferable ; and what courfe fo- 
cver I fhall think fit to take with them, I would be glad . 
to be fatisfied with the judgment of thofe two great men^ 
I mean my lord keeper and Mr. attorney, being loath to 
begin with any of them in a point which will not cer- 
tainly hold. Pray, tell my lord keeper that I have his 
.letter concerning the efcheators. 

I am, your moft afFedionate brother, 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE DUKE OF ORMOND. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Feb. «, 1674.5* 

^ I ^ H E provoft of the college here dying laft night, 
■*■ upon enquiry what is direded by ftatutes of the 
college for the nominating of another, I do find, that 
the vice-provoft do fignify the vacancy to the chancel- 
lor ; and that the chancellor do acquaint his Majeily 
therewith, who has referved the nomination to himfelf. 
Conceiving the matter to be of fbme coniequence to this 
kingdom, that a fit and prudent man be intrufted with 
thi& employment,, and knowing that a peribn (who, as 
all the biihops and others here, tell me is a mofl unfit 
man for it), ftays in England on purpofe to get this pre- 
ferment,, I have, by this pacquet, fent to recommend 
Mr. Dean Ward, whom I look upon as the difcreeteft 
and propereft man in this kingdom to be provoft, and 
whom I underftand that your grace has the like good 
opinion of. My letter is gone to Mr. fecretary Coven^ 
try, well knowing how entirely he is your grace's fer- 
vant ; and I have likewife given him a hint of the forms 
that are to pals through you, that he may fo manage the 
aflair, as to prevent any perfon from being impofed upon 
us, and may introduce this gentleman to fucceed, fo 
foon as your grace's letter (hall come over. Thus much 
I thought fit to acquaint your grace withi both in re- 
gard 
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gard of the ftation you are in, as chancellor, and alfo to 
affure you, that I fliall never be wanting in paying your 
grace all due refped and efteem, as being 
Your grace's moft faithful, 
and moft humble iervant, 

ESSEX. 
^^^♦♦♦♦♦♦•♦— ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦^-♦♦^♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦' 
TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

D E A & B R OT H B n, Dublin Caftic, Feb. 3, 1674.5. 

IH AVE received yours of the 27th of January, all in 
cyphers. I defire you to give my lord of Arlington 
all the kind thanks imaginable from me, for the no- 
tices he fends by it, and intreat him he will make ufc 
of your hand to convey things of this nature to me, 
which I fliall conftantly keep with perfedfc fecrecy. But 
as for the matter itfelf, the new letting of the form, I 
do know that there is a treaty on foot concerning it, 
and letters do pafs between my lord Ireafurer and my- 
felf upon thatfubjea; and for aught I can find, he is 
very feir towards me in the thing, and will not, I be-. 
Jieve, conclude without firft acquainting me therewith ; 
wherefore I conceive it beft to let that matter alone, 
I am your moft a&fiionate brother, 

ESSEX. 
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TO MR^ SECRETARY COVENTRY. 



T 



Sir, Publin Caftle, Feb. 3, i674<<|;. 

H E city of Dublin hath never firice my coming, 
nor of a long time before, been very eafy or 
quiet ; the commons perpetually jarring and mutinying 
againft the mayor and aldermen. I will not repeat to 
you what was done before my time, upon projeds of Sir 
Ellis Leighton, in fupporting the commons againft their 
{uperiors ; but fure I am, that his pra<9:ices in counte- 
nancing that inferior fort of people, have made them ob- 
ftinate and wilful ever fince : nor need I tell you how, 
upon his Majefty*s letter of reference to myfelfand coun^ 
cil, we adjudged the turning out the eight aldermen and 
recorder, to be (as indeed it was) both contrary to the 
cuftom of this city, and even to the rjiles of common 
jufticc ; for with thefe tranfedions I fuppofe you long 
ago are acquainted. There was a claufe in requiring the 
city to blot out of their books thofe irregular proceed- 
ings of theirs, relating to the eight aldermen and recorder; 
this hath refted among them ever fince, and by rea- 
fon of fome unfettlednefs in the aflembly, and fome lit-r 
tie differences and difputes among themfelves, I omitted 
the preffing of the execution of that part of the order 
till now. This laft week, it being propofed among them, 
the mayor and aldermen unanimoufly confented, but the 
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commons refufed. The matter in itfelf is of no great 
moment, but I conceive it of much confequence that hfe 
Majefty*s commands ftiould be obeyed ; and it will be a 
precedent very dangerous to the government here, that 
they fhall have an order of the lieutenant and coun- 
cil entered upon their books, requiring them to raze out ' 
fome matters in their ads of aflembly, and that thefe 
very things in after times fhall iappear unrazed ; which 
may give a ground in future ages, both to this and other 
cities and corporations, to difpute the rendering obedi- 
ence to his Majefty*s authority ; for which reafon I am 
refolved to have the thing done one way or other ; and 
if I can find any legal courfe that will reach fome of 
thefe feditious people, I will certainly make them fmart for 
it. Thus much I thought neceffary to acquaint you with 
that you might know how things move here, left any flying 
reports fhould bring mifreprefentations upon our actings.. 
The provoft of this college being lately dead, I have- 
confqlted fome of his Majefty's council to inform myfelf 
in whofe difpofition the gift thereof is, who are of opi- 
nion that it is in me; for the ftatutes of the college, of 
which I have fent you a copy, dire<9ing, that the chan- , 
cellor fhould give notice to the King of the vacancy, to 
. the end that the college fliould be provided with a new 
one ; and his Majefty having granted to me, by lAy pa- 
tent, the difpofal of all places civil and ecclefiaftical, 
which are in his gift„ except fome therein particularly 
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tioncd, this not being excepted, muft of confequence re- 
main in my difpoial; and, indeed, I conceive the thing 
is very clear : yet, however, having enquired into the 
practice of former times, I do find that in my lord 
Strafford's ^me it was granted by his Majefty's letter; but 
in my lord of Ormond's time, in the year 1 643 or 44,, 
his lordfliip, then lieutenant, did grant it from himfelf, 
without any letter ; and fince his Majefty's reftoration, 
the gentleman who laft had it, received it "from his Ma- 
jefty's letter ; but that letter was fent when there was no 
governor, viz. in the year 1 660 ; for from the end of 
May till Chriftmas following, when the lords juftices' 
commiffion was firft palled, there could be no other way 
of making thefe grants ; fo as there is both my patent, 
and likewife the precedent of my lord of Ormond, to 
confirm my right, I have pitched upon Mr. Dean W^d, 
who is every way a man fitly qualified for the employ- 
ment, and have herewith fent you a letter for his Ma- 
jefty's fignature, in cafe his Majefty will have it pafs that 
way ; but if it go the other, a line from yourfelf will 
be fufficient. I am, I confefs, very fearful of having a 
perlbn put in who is not of abilities and parts fuitable 
to the truft, it bemg the only college for the education 
of the youth of the kingdom ; and I do aflure you this 
do<3:or Ward hath the votes of the bifhops, and all other 
people here, as abfolutely the propereft man for the pro- 
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voftflup ; wherefore I defire the utmoft of your afliAr- 
ance, whereby you will not only oblige this gentlemau, 
but the whole kingdom, and very particularly 

Your moft ^thful 

and moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

My Lo R D, Dublin Caftle, Feb. 3, 1674-5. 

O O M E timcfince I defired my lord Conway to write 
*^ to your lordihip concerning the provoftihip of the 
college here, and to intreat your lordfliip*s favour and af- 
iiftance in recommending Mr. Dean Ward to it : the 
provoft is lately dead, and, upon viewing my patent, I 
conceive that thing is clearly in my gift ; but I da 
find that the pradfice hath been both ways : my lord of 
Ormond, when lieutenant, did difpofe of it as from him- 
illf ; but my lord of Strafford did it by letter from his 
Majefty : wherefore I have fent a draft of a letter to Mr. 
Secretary Coventry, but however acquainting him with 
m,y right, and with the precedent I have for it ; being 
loath, fince it has been a received opinion that the gift 
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was in the King, abfolutely to difpofe thereof^ till I had 
made it known to his Majefty, Mr. Dean Ward is a 
man that I dare be anfwerable for, to be the £tteil in 
the whole kingdom for the employment ; and, there- 
fore, if any endeavours fhould be ufed to introduce 
another, I deiire your afliftance in Dr. Ward's behalf, 
rhave confidered of Mr. Progers* petition, which your 
lordihip fent over with your letter, dated the 20th of 
January, and do £nd that Sir Ellis Leighton hath pa^ 
ed a patent for a leafe of thole lands and redtories 
therein mentioned ; but thefe formerly belonging to the 
church, the a£b of fettlement have vefted them again in 
the church; and whenever they fliall be queftioned, I 
am confident Sh: Ellis Lcighton*s grant will be over- 
thrown. The like feilure muft of confequence be found 
in the ^nt of the inheritance of them i fo as I fear it 
will be of no advantage to Mr. Progers, if he fhould 
have fuch a patent. ' Mr. Progers is a gentleman I have 
long known, and a perfon for whom I fhould be glad 
to have an' opportunity put into my hands to do him 
any fervice : and, indeed, the beft I can now perform 
upon this fubjed, is truly to report to your lordfhip the 
ftate of his caufe ; and whenever any better occafion fhali 
happen, I fhall moA willingly and faithfully do htm the 
part of a friend« 

Withini 
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Within one .week I hope to give your lord/hip ibmc 
account concerning the farmers books ; and, in the mean 
time, I remain, with perfedt truth, 

Your lord {hip's moft 

faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX, 

TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

Mt Lord, Dublin Caftle, Feb. 3, 1674-5. 

'TpHE provoft of the college is now newly dead, and 

-■- therefore your lorfhip's good word to his Majefty, if 
there be an occafion, will be very feafbnable on Mr. Dean 
Ward's behalf; but I hope there will be no need of any 
iblicitation, in regard that, upon confideration, I find the 
gift thereof to be in my patent : however, I have writ to 
Mr. Secretary Coventry in this matter; and if his Majef- 
ty will have it pafs by way of his letter, I doubt not of 
your lordfliip's afliftance in prevailing with the King that 
Dr. Ward, whom I have recommended, ihould be the 
man. Having nothing further to trouble you with at 
prefent, I remain 

Your lordlhip's moft 

faithful humble fervaat, 

• ESSEX. 
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TO SIR ARTHUR FORBESE. 

Sir, Dublin Cattle, Feb. 9, iSy^-g. 

T H A y E received your two letters dated the 3d of 

February. As for the affignments of the money, the 
eommiilioners have not dealt well with me, in not 
haying fent them before : having had both thole of the 
treafury, and of Cork-houic, with me this morning, X 
have adjufted the matter Co as you will not fail of an ac- 
count by this poft, that the money will be fpeedily and 
certainly paid. 

My lord juftice is enqufring after Steele, whom you; 
znencion, concerning counterfeiting -of money : there is^ 
•allb one William Barrett, living now in Bel^ft, a gold- 
•^ith by trade, who. came four or 6vc years fince from: 
Newcaftle, and has been fhrewdly fuipeded of coining ;, 
I defirc you would inform yourfelf thereof You may 
do well to have an account where Wall and Montgomc' 
ry do ufually rcfide ; but for the prefent,. I think it not 
convenient to have them apprehended ; tho* I would be 
glad to know when we may find them, for fome rea^ 
fons, which I fliall difcourfc witk you when you coma 
vp hither.. , 

I have 
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I have herewith enclofed a letter from my lord Mafle- 
rcen to Mr. Beecher ; and if any orders be convenient for 
foldiers, you may give diredions therein. 
I am your moft faithful, 

and aitedHonate iervant, 

ESSEX. 

Since I writ this, the afUgnments were brought to mc, 
which are herewith tranfmitted. 

TO LORD FITZHARDING. - 

-Mt LonD) Dublin Caftle, Feb. 6, 1674-5. 

O O M E time ago I received a letter from your lord- 
*^ fhip, together witfi a petition concerning your quit- 
rents ; upon which I direAed Mr. Godolphin to ipeak to 
your agent to what was expeded on my part therein, 
who tells me, that till fbme proceedings have been in his 
Majefty*8 courts here, they have nothing to defire from 
me. The matter, I muft confefs, by ib much as I can 
underftand of it, ieems a little perplexed , but as fbon as 
application fhall be made, your lordfliip may aflure your- 
felf of my friendfliip and readine^ to ferve you upon 
this, or any other occaflon. 

Our 
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Our news from England gives us an account, that the 
parliament is like to fit; if fo, I fear it will hinder your 
lordfhip*s coming into the country, which, whenever your 
af&irs will permit, your company will be moft welcome 
to 

Your lordfliip's moft faithful humble fervan^ 

ESSEX. 
TO THE EARL OF ANGLESEY. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Feb. (, 1674-5. 

'VT'OUR lordfhip*s of the 29th December came to my 
'*' hands about ten days fince, wherein, among other 
things, you mention the troublefbme condition which the 
baronies of Bear and Bantry, in the county of Cork, are 
in. Since my coming, I have obferved that almoft all 
thofe mountainous rocky parts are iiibjed: to thefe difl 
orders in the winter iealbn ; but in the fiimmer we eafily 
find means to quiet the people : and I do intend, this 
next fpring, to fend fome men into thofe quarters your 
lordihip fpeaks of. Your brother alfo was with me, and 
delivered a letter of my lord of Arlington's in his be- 
half, for a troop of horfe. Thofe employments fell but 
feldom, there having not been one in my difpofal fince 
my coming ; and, indeed, I am never without letters of 
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Digitized by 



Google 



5$ LETTERSOF 

his Majefty's for federal pcrfons, requiring the giving of 
thofe coxmnands ; fo as I cannot pofitively refolve what 
to do upon this occafion. I am 

Your lordlhip's 

mod faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

♦♦♦♦■»♦»♦»♦♦♦♦»♦»♦♦♦♦♦♦♦»♦♦♦♦♦♦»♦♦»♦»♦ 
TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftl^ Feb. 6, 1674.-$; 

'T^HI S letter ferves only to convey the indofed toyou» 
^ in behalf of the earl df Odare, wfaidh 1 mentian*> 
ed in mine of the 30th of January ^ the matter ieems 
very reafbnable, which makes me TCcommend it to his 
Majdty's flgnature. I am 

Your moR faithful fervant^ 

ESSEX. 

T) IGHT trufly, &a We greet you well. Whercaa 
•*-^ Our right tnifty and right well beloved coulin^ 
John earl of Kildare, hath by his guardian Elizabeth,, 
countefs dowager of Clare, humbly petitioned, ietting 
forth that Wentworth, late earl of Kildare, hthet of him^ 
the faid John, on or about the firft day of February, in 
the toth year of Our reign, by indenture under his the 
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(aid Wentworth*s hand and ieal, for and in confideration 
of the fum often pounds, fieri, paid unto him the laid earl» 
by one George Fitzgerald, then of Lady-town, and former- 
ly of Chriftian*s-town, in the county of Kildare, in that 
Our kingdom, gentleman, and towards the reparation of 
the fkid George, . in that he did not enjoy fome other 
lands that had been leafed to him by the faid earl, did 
demife, grant, and to farm let unto Sir Maurice Euflace, 
knight, (afterward lord chancellor of Ireland) the town 
and lands of Walter*s-town, in the country of Kildare, 
with the hamlets and land thereunto belonging ; the 
town and lands of Doveen)^ and Ballygrenan, in the faid 
county, with the hamlets thereunto belonging ; and the 
village, hamlets, and lands of Feanens, in the faid coun- 
ty, to hav^ and to hold the ^d towns and lands, with 
their and every of their rights, members, and appurte- 
nances, for the term of fifty-one years, after the leafe, 
then in being, of the premifes refpedively ended, yielding 
and paying unto the faid Wentworth, his heirs and af^ 
figns, the fevenil rents and refervations in the faid in- 
denture mentioned and exprefTed ; and that in the faid 
indenture, the name of the faid Sir Maurice Euflace, 
knight, was made ufe of in trufl, and for the benefit and 
advantage of the faid George Fitzgerald, and likewife fet- 
ting forth that the faid George Fitzgerald, at the time of 
the faid leafe made, was a perfon indided and outlawed 
in that Our kingdom of Ireland, for high treafoh, up- 
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on account of the late rebellion or war, which began in 
that Our kingdom the 23d of Odober 1641 ; whereby 
the faid truft, and all the right, title, and intereft of him 
the faid George Fitzgerald, to the faid lands, became for- 
feited to Us, and are difpofable by Us, unto the ufes of 
the ads of iettlement and explanation enaded in that 
Our kingdom ; by which ads, or one of them, the truft 
of the laid term. of years is appointed part of the fecu- 
rity dedgned for the fatisfadion of the commiflioned of- 
ficers, who ferved Us and Our royal father in Our wars 
of Ireland, before the 5th day of June 1649 : and up- 
on the whole matter befought Us, that We would be gra- 
cioufly pleafed to grant unto him the faid John, the be- 
nefits and advantages of the faid trufl, and all our right, 
title, and interefl:, in law or equity, in or to the faid 
lands during the remainder of the faid term of years, 
to the end the fame be not longer an incumberance on 
the lands of him the faid John ; all which We taking 
into Our princely confideration, and the many good and 
faithful fervices performed to Us and Our royal prede- 
cefibrs, Kings and Queens of England, by the anceftors 
of the faid John earl of Kildare, and to the end the faid 
John earl of Kildare may be encouraged to follow the 
example of his anceflors, in their loyalty and fidelity to 
the crown ; and likewife taking into Our confideration 
one provifoe or claufe in the 86th page of the ad of fet- 
tkment of that Our kingdom of Ireland, whereby it is 

enaded 
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enaded, that it fhall and may be lawful for the lord 
lieutenant, or chief governor of that Our kingdom, for 
the time being, by any deed under his or their hands 
and feals, to grant the reft and refidue of all leafes not 
exceeding three lives, or 31 years, from the 23d of Odo- 
bo: 1 641, to be reckoned and accounted, which, by the 
iaid aA, are vefted in Us, to fuch innocent perfbn or 
perlbns to whom the rent and reverHon upon fuch leaies 
do appertain ; whereby it is manifeft that the -intention 
of the laid a£t was to gratify innocent and loyal per- 
ibns, by granting unto them forfeited incumberances of 
this nature on their own eftates ; and altho' the leafe be- 
fore mentioned be not within the record or letter of the 
Md provifoe, We do neverthelefs think fit, as a mark of 
Our ^vour to the laid John earlof Kildare, and in dif^ 
charge of the truft repofed in Us by the ads of fettle- 
ment and explanation enaded in that Our kingdom, to 
grant Our right and intereft therein unto him the faid 
John earl of Kildare ; and We do therefore wilt and re* 
quire you, that in cafe it fliall appear to you that the laid 
George Fitzgerald is outlawed of high-treafon, as aforelaid, 
you caufe a commifHon to ilTue out under Our great leal 
of that Our laid kingdom, unto fome of our juftices of 
peace of the county of Kildare, impowering and requir- 
ing them to enquire of the faid, and whether the- fame 
was taken in the name of the &id Sir Maurice Euftace^ 
in truft for the £ud George Fitzgerald as aforefaid, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



62 LETTER80F 

to value, and true eftimate make of the real value of the 
iaid intereft for term of years granted unto the faid Sir 
Maurice Euftace, by the faid Wentworth, as aforefaid, 
and what the feme is yearly worth, in cafe of purchafe 
between party and party, and return therefore to make 
into the faid court of Chancery; which being done, it is 
likewife Our will and pleafure, that, without flaying for 
any further or other warrant, you do, by advice of fome 
©four council learned in the laws of that Our kingdom, 
caufe effedually letters patent, under the great feal of 
that Our kingdom, to be made and pa£ed unto the faid 
John earl of Kildare, containing a grant unto him the 
laid John earl of Kildare, or to fuch perfbn or persons as 
Ihall be nominated in his behalf, of the faid intereft and 
term of years in the feveral premilTes before-mentioned; 
and of all Our rights, titles, truft, and intereft in law or 
equity, in the faid feveral lands, or any pirt or parcel of 
them, by virtue of the (aid indenture of demife, and the 
attainder of the faid George as aforefaid, or by any other 
means or ways whatfbever, to be held during the remain- 
der of the faid term, under the quit-rent payable thereof 
to Us by the faid ads of fettlement and explanation: he 
the faid earl of Kildare, and his heirs, firft delivering to 
Our chancellor of that our kingdom, to be by him caii* 
celled, fo many debentures of arrears due for fervices bfe- 
fore the 5th^of June 1649, and yet unfatisfied, asj ac*- 
cording to the valuatipn to be returned as aforefaid, will 
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anfwer five years purchafe for the faid leafe ; all which 
faid deboQtures are to he allowed and iatisfied at die rate 
of twelve {hillings and fix pence per pound ; in which, 
care is likewife to be had, that fb much of the faid 
twjdve fiiillings and fix pence per pound, as hath been al- 
ready iatisfied in land, houfes, or money, by Our late 
commifiioners for execution of the (aid adb, be not again 
placed to accoimt by the laid John earl of Kildare, or^fs 
heirs ; but that your faid five years purchafe be made up 
and completed out of the remaining part of the laid 
twelve ihillings and fix pence per pound that is yet uq- 
fatisfied; and in the laid letters-patent, you are to caufe.. 
to.be inferted all fuch beneficial claufes' as may render 
Our isdd grant good and .efiedual in law, unto him the 
laid John and afiigns ; and for fb doing, this fhall be to 
you Oiu* lord-lieutenant of that Our kingdom, and all 
other. Our chief governor or governors thereof, forth© 
time being, a fufficient warrant and authority, notwith- 
ftanding Our feveral letters under Our privy fagnet and 
^gn. manual, unto you, or any other Our chief gover- 
nor of that Our kingdom, diredled, dated the 2ifl of 
September, or 2d of March 1673, or the 8th of June 
1674, in the behalf of colonel Gary Dillon, whereby 
the liberty and preference of placing 49 arrears on fuch 
incumberances, is given to the ikid Gary Dillon ; and 
notwithflanding any other former order or diredion, in^ 
the behalf of any other perfon whatfoever. Given, &c. 

TO' 



Digitized by 



Google 



64 LETTERSQF 

TO THE EARL OF ORRERY. 

My Lord, Dpjblin Caftle, Feb. 9, 1674.5, 

XT' OUR lordflup*8 letter of the 2d of February, gives 
"•■ me an account concerning Owen Carty, a principal 
tory in your in your parts of the country. I perceive by 
his petition that he is willing to come in ; but by the fe- 
veral drcumftances which your letter recites, he appears 
to be guilty of murder, fo as I am a little in doubt what 
. to do in relation to him, having never yet pardoned any 
for that crime ; yet, however, if he doth bring in thofc 
other perlbns, who, together with him were in this fed, 
and it fhall be found that ibme of them, and not him- 
fclf did give the wound which killed this man, tho' he 
were in the company, fince we cannot by other ways 
apprehend them, I fhall be content to pardon Carty. I 
have ever made it my rule for dealing with thoie loofe 
people, that until the fervice be done, I do not g^nt 
a pardon, and therefore till Carty has performed, and 
that the people whom he accufes be adually brought in, 
his pardon is not to pafs. 

I am very glad your lordfhip has no need of the mo- 
ney, which the country was fo willing to raife for the re- 
pair of the two caftles you mention; I doubt not but the 
remitting of it will be an encouragement for them to do 
the like upon other occafions. 

You 
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You will by this receive orders for the return of the 
troops and company into their former quarters, which 
you may keep by you ; and when you find there is no 
further need of them abroad, they may be recalled. 

I have nothing further to add, but to give your lord- 
ihip thanks for your care in this matter, and to afTure 
you that, I am 

Your Iordfliip*s 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, Feb. 10, 1674-5. 

T H A V E received yours of the 2d inftant, together 

with the order of council relating to your lordfhip's 
money ; his Majefty's letter for the levying of the fame, 
is alfo come to my hands : we (hall fpeedily proceed to 

the difpatch of that bufinefs. 

In mine of the 3d of February, I gave you fome ac- 
count of the diforders that the city is in here, which the 
privy council, ^being formerly petitioned by the mayor 
and aldermen) had agreed, but the commons had denied 

K any 
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any compIiaQce to our order, for the razing out tho/e 
undue proceedings againft the former recorder and late 
aldermen. I alio hear that the aflembly of the com- 
mons confiAed of fifty-eight, forty-five whereof voted 
againft the order, and only thirteen for it ^ fo as it was 
evident, that the major part of the commons are in- 
fedied with this diibrder. We ifilied out a further or- 
der, requiring pofitively their obedience ; and in cafe 
they refufcd, that the names of thofe perfons fhould be 
returned who prefumed to vote againfl it : and, upon 
reading this order, the commons violently broke open 
the doors and went out, and thus difiblved the afiem- 
bly. I do know that it is three or four men who ad it 
all; and who fpend their time wholly in feditious 
meetings, and inciting the people to this difbbedience. 
I fear, fhould we not take fome courfe with thefe ring- 
leaders, the exanlple of it would be very mifchievous 
to the government ; and therefore I defire you would 
be pleafed to acquaint his Majefty with the af^, and 
that I may have the fignification of his pleafure therein. 
As for the matter itfelf, I prefume we fliall order 
their books to be brought to us in council, and fee them 
razed there j but the point I would be glad to have his 
Majefty*8 diredions in, is whether I fhould not proceed 
to inflid Ibme puniihment upon thofe men who are of 
fuch unquiet fpirits as to ftir up the people to this fe- 
dition. That his Majefty may fee the reafonablenefs of 

our 
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our order which is thus difputed among them, I have 
herewith inclofed a copy thereof. 

The parliament being in probability to meet, I defire 
you would be pleafed to know of the King, with whom 
he will have me place my proxy this next feHions ; the 
kft fitting it was with my lord of Ormond ; not know^ 
ing whether he will be there or no, pray take ibme 
time to acquaint his Majefty, that he may diii)ofe 
diereof as beft pleafeth him, and you may flgnify his 
commands therein* The provoft of the college being 
lately dead, if your letter for the reftitution of the fel- 
lows, which I have reconimonded to you, be not difpatched^ 
I defire it may be addrefTed fo as before, with this addL 
don, or to the provoft for the time being ; otherwife it 
will neceflitate the renewal thereof. 

I am, with perfed truth, your 

mod iaithflil humble (ervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

My Lord, Dublin Cafilc, Feb. lo, 1674-5^ 

J N my laft I gave you fome account of Mr. Progers's 
bufinefs, in anfwert o your letter ; but forgetting then 
to return Mr. Progers's petition, I herewith tranfmit it 
to your lordfliip. Since my coming into this employ- 
ment, I have not met with any thing of much diffi- 
culty or uneafinefs, except only the diforders which I 
found this city in at my arrival ; and indeed the fecre- 
tary of that perfon who was here before me, did, for 
fome of his own private ends, enflame a feud that was 
beginning between the aldermen and commons to that 
degree, as I could never, with all the induftry and fatr 
means I have ufed for thefe two years, bring them to any 
compofure. There was a mutiny, in the time of my lord 
Berkley, about the building of a bridge, which came to 
that height, as Sir Arthur Forbefe was forced to draw out 
the guards, and fire among and kill fome men> before 
he could make them quiet ; and though I do not now 
fee any ground to apprehend a tumult or fedition like 
that, yet the flubbornnefs of the commons, at this pre-, 
fent, is fuch, that unlefs fome courfe is taken with the 
principal incendiaries, I fear it cannot but end in mif^ 
chief. A little before my coming over» there were 

eight 
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eight aldermen and the recorder moft violently thrufl 
out of their places 5 and his Majefty was pleafed, by a 
letter, to refer to me and the council, the hearing and 
determination of that matter : we Ipent feveral days 
upon it ; and having heard counfel at large, on both 
fides, we declared the proceedings^ in turning out thofe 
aldermen and the recorder,, to be (as indeed they were) 
both contrary to the cuftoms of the city, and the rules 
of common juftice; and thereupon ordered the alder- 
men and recorder to be replaced ; and to the end that 
no memory might remaia of fuch undue and illegal pro- 
ceedings, we alfo ordered, that all entries relating to the 
expulfion of thefe men fhould be razed and blotted out 
of their books, as the copy of the order, herewith in- 
dofed, will more fully informyour lordfhip. The alder- 
men took their places again ; but in regard of ibme un:- 
fettlednefe in their affembly, and fdme irr^ularities and; 
inconflancy in their meetings ; this latter part of our or^ 
der, concerning the rafure, was. fuffered to reft till o£ 
late : but beings fome weeks fince, informed by the mayor 
that our order was not completely executed, we fent a. 
^ond order of council, requiring their obedience : where- 
upon, at an affembly called for that purpofe, the- mayoj; 
and aldermen, unanimoufly agreed to comply, but the- 
cx)mmons denied it; which being fignified to us by the 
mayor and fherifls, we fent another order to. them,, ex- 
preily commanding their conformity, with dirciSlion ta> 

rjeturn. 
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return the names of thofe who fliould vote againft it ; 
upon this an afTembly being' called, and the order read ^ 
mod of the commons immediately forced open the doors, 
and in a tumultuary manner broke up the aflembly. 
As for thefe entries upon the books, we can fend for the 
books thcmfelves to the council, and caufe thofe parts 
direded in our order to be expunged there : it feems to 
me a thing infufferable, to permit men to go away with 
ads of difobedience, unpuni(hed ; and therefore, unlefs 
fome feverity be ufed upon thofe three or four perfbns, 
who incite the reft to fedition, his Majefty's authority 
will, I fear, be much weakened ; and this I fhall be 
extremely afhamed to fee in my time. Befides, in 
this cafe, it is confiderable ; that Dublin being the ca- 
pital city, other corporations will take example by them, 
and the pattern may run throughout the whole king- 
dom. But there being leifure to confult his Majefty*^ 
pleafure herein, I give youi- lordfhip the trouble of this 
large letter, and defire you would be pleafed to ac- 
quaint him with the fubftance thereof; and that I may 
have orders, whether I fhall only fee thefe proceedings 
razed out of the books, and do nothing further; ot 
whether it may not be fit, that I likewlfe inflid fbme 
punifhment upon thefe incendiaries, who ftir up the peo- 
ple to fedition. 

There are feveral letters before me for the remittal of 
quit-rents; thefe being all upon the fame foot with fome 

others. 
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others, for fuch like remittals, copies whereof I have al- 
ready fent your lordfliip, I do not acquaint you with the 
particulars ; but intend to ftop them all, till from your 
lordihip I fhall receive a iignification of his Majefty*s 
pleafure upon this fubjeft. 

I am your Iordfhip*s 

moft faithful humble fcrvant, 

ESSEX. 

i i { 1 1 1 i I 1 i [ 1 i H HH^ I { ft i M I I I I I 1 II i 1 1 n 
TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

Dear Brother^ Dublin Callle, Feb. 10, i^74-5»^ 

T HAVE received two of your*s, of the 30th of Janu- 
ary, and the 2d of February, as alfo two of the fame 
dates from Mr. Harbord. The city here are in very ill 
temper, the commons perpetually jarring with the alder- 
men, and now difputing the authority of the lieutenant 
and council. I have given Mr. Secretary Coventry an 
account of the thing ; and I defire you will mind him 
of it, that I may have a fpeedy difpatch of his Majefty's 
orders, to dired me what I am to do therein. It may 
be a little wondered at, by ftanders-by, why t fhould, 
upon fuch an occafion as this, fend for orders out of 
England, and not myfelf, with the council, proceed with 
that vigour as is £t in fuch like cafes ; but I muil tell 

you 
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you truly, that the experience I have had of the unftea- 
■dinefs of councils at Whitehall, and their perpetual con- 
tradiaing even themfelves in their ov^n orders, makes 
me walk warily. I know very well, that Sir Ellis Leigh- 
ton, by his letters, and colonel Talbot, by his emiffaries, 
do incite the people to this ftubbornnefs; befides, I can- 
not but take notice that this is the only point upon which 
they can hope to ground a propofal to the King for my 
remove, viii. of my being ungrateful to the city here ; 
and for this reafon, I would be glad to fortify myfelf with 
his Majefty's exprefs command, that my proceedings may 
thereby be juftified. Thefe letters from Sir Ellis Leigh- 
ton have been feen by fome men here, who have told me 
thereof, tho' I could neyer get one of them : but for the 
agents of colonel Talbot, I know their a<aings very well, 
and their perpetual raifing reports of my remove, there- 
by to encourage the people to their difobedience ; and I 
am very apt to believe, let me do what I will, this city 
will not be reduced into a due compofure : therefore, for 
thefe confiderations, it imports me, as times now ftand, 
to have his Maje(ly*s commands in a point of this nature, 
and not take the ill fuccels, which may follow what 
courfe fbever I proceed in, upon myfelf. 

I am told that lately his Majefty fent fome meflage, 
by Sir John Duncomb, to the city of London ; and that 
an alderman there prefuming, in the aflembly, to fpeak 
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fomewhat difobcdicntly, the King immediately fent or- 
ders to have his gown taken from him ; and that this 
had been performed without more ado, had not an 
carneft interceflion of fome friends prevailed with his 
Majefty to pafs it by: this, if true, might be good 
precedent for us. I defire you would enquire out the 
matter, and fend me an account of the particulars 
thereof. 

This letter you may communicate to Mr. Secretary 
Coventry, as being my moft particular friend. 

I am your moft affedionate brother, 

ESSEX. 
[Endofed is a loofe paper.] 

Finding that his Majefty will have much of the bufi- 
nefs of Ireland pafs through my lord-treafurer's hands, 
I have writ to his lordfhip to the fame effed as to Mr. 
Secretary Coventry : this is only to yourfelf, that you 
may likewife defire my lord-treafurer, as well as Mr, 
Secretary Coventry, to get ready difpatch of thii 
Ai^ir. 
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TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

Mt Lord, DubKo Caftle, Feb. lo, 1674-5; 

'TPH E city here is in a good deal of difbrder, and the 
-*■ commons are come to that height of diibbedicnce, 
as, for my own part, I cannot tell how they will ever be 
brought to their right -wits again, unlefs fome feverity be 
ufed towards their ringleaders : I have therefore writ to 
my lord treafurer, to acquaint his Majefty with the af&ir; 
and I muft defire your lordfhip to be his. remembrancer, 
that I may have orders Co fbon as may be from his Ma* 
jefty^ to dired what I am to do therein. The fubftance 
of my letter to his lordihip I will not repeat, preiuming 
that he will communicate it to you : but, in thefe cafes, 
too mu!ch delay and irre&lution hinder the good efiedb 
that may be hoped for, from a prolecutioa of thoie that 
are tumultuous; and therefore I defire you to endea- 
vour to get a fpeedy figniiication of his Majefly*s plea- 
fure herein. Anaong the diredions I fent by your lord- 
fhip, there was one concerning farthings : fince you went, 
there hath been a propohl ofiered to me, which feems to 
be more reafonable than that whijh we dilbourfed, when 
your lordfhip was here; I have therefore inclofed it, to be 
confidered on your fide. I am. 

your mofl faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE LORD- 
LIEUTENANT AND COUNCIL. 

TT is humbly oiFered, by the undertakers, to furnilh 
"^ this kingdom with copper farthings and halfpence, of 
the fame weight and finenefi with thofe in England ; 
and, by Midfummer next, to import fuch a quantity of 
copper blocks, or chips, as may poflible, with two prefles, 
be coined by the fpring enfuing. 

The undertakers do further promife to be at all the 
charges of coinage, both for inftruments, materials, work- 
men, and others employed therein ; as alfb, to be at all 
the hazard by fea, or otherwife, for bringing in fuch a 
quantity of copper, and to give fuch an impreflion, or 
fiamp, as his excellency and this honourable board fhall 
think£lt. 

But whereas the copper blocks, when brought from. 
Sweden, will cofl within three pence halfpenny the pound 
weight of what they paf^ for when coined, which is bu^ 
little more than will pay the coinage and chaiges there- 
of; which his Majefly taking into confideration, order- 
ed the fum of 15000L to pay for copper blocks, to carry 
on the faid wcurk in England ; and thefe undertakers not 
infifting upon any advance-money, do, in lieu thereof, 
crave an allowance of four hundred pounds per annum 
falary for three years, towards the charge and ioterefl of 
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their diiburfements ; and that the copper to be imported 
for this his Majefty's fcrvice, may be freed from the du- 
ties and cuftoms of excife, as the fame is alfo allowed in 
England. 



TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Feb. i(, 1674-5. 

TT 7ITH much fatisfadion I have received the favour 
'^ ' of your lordfliip's moft obliging letter of the 28tfc 
January. I do well know that the many great a^irs^ 
which are in your lordfhip*s hands, cannot but hinder 
you from giving early difpatch to thofe of this country, 
which are of lefe moment ; and therefore now, whilft 
my lord Ranelagh is in England, your lordHiip may, by 
him, tell me your mind in matters relating to this king* 
dom : and having had fo many inftances to confirm 
the aflurance of your lordfhip's kindne^, I cannot but 
reft fatisfied that I am poflefled of your lordfhip's &vour, 
which ia a thing I have ever been moft ambitious of. 
From my lord Conway I underftand, that your lordfhip 
has been pleafed to move his Majefty to grant me a fum 
of money for the purchafe of Eflex-houfe, and that his 
Majefty has confented to it. Your lordfliip has therein 
laid a perpetual obligation upon me, the thing being not 
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only valuable in itfelf, but of twice its worth to me, in 
regard of the convenience it will be to my family, and 
it gratifying my humour more than another matter of 
double the value. I have been acquainted with all his 
Majefty's great minifters fince his happy Reftoration ; 
ibme of them had perfonal obligations to have done me 
a kindnefs, but this I can fay, that none of them, till 
your lordfliip, have ever endeavoured to be inftrumental 
in one: of this fort ; and therefore your lordfhip may eafil^ 
judge at what price I fliall rate this your lordfhip's fa- 
vour. The reports of my remove have ibunded pretty 
loudly here ; but, 1 confefs, I could never give the leaft 
credit to it, being fully ' aiTured that his Majefty would 
have iignified his pleafure to me, had it been fo : yet, 
however, thefe difcpurfes have ill effed on the a&irs of 
the kingdom, making the people, whilft they exped a 
change, to grow refty and fkubborn againft the com- 
mands of the prefent governor. 

The prppoials which I make^ have generally, fb good 
fuccefs in England, that I cannot but attribute it to your 
]ordfhip*s kindnefs to me : and as 1 fhall never offer any 
but fuch as appear to me to be for the publick good» fo 
I doubt not of the continuance of your lordfhip's aflift- 
ance in thofe things which I fhall advife. 

I am clearly of opinion, that it were beft a parlia- 
ment did meet here before the farm of the revenue were 
abfolutely fet j but your lordfhip knows the fenfe hie 

Majefty 



Digitized by 



Google 



78 LETTERS OF 

Majefty hath, how inconvenient it may^ be to have one 
fitting in England, and another here at the &me time ; 
and a parliament here cannot well be called under five 
or fix months preparation, in regard of the forms necef^ 
fery thereunto : for the bills muft be prepared and pafled 
in council there, and remitted back hither, all which 
will require fome fpace of time ; therefore, if his Majeflj 
have thoughts of a parliament in this kingdom before 
the expiration of the prefent farm, we mufl prepare for 
it fpeedily, or otherwife it cannot be convened in du« 
time. I do heartily wifh his Majefty may find the good 
efleds expected from ^e proclamation lately ifiued ; and 
that the parliament in England may meet in good hu- 
mour. I cannot condude this letter without giving your 
brdihip thanks for your kindnefs, not only to myfelf^ 
but alfo to Mr. Harbordt it plcafeth me much that he 
hath been of uie to your lordfhip in the cx)noero8; for 
as I do exped it from all who ^<y relate to me, that they 
fhould do your lordfhip all the fervice within their power, 
fo fhall I wait every opportunity of evidencing the reality 
wherewith I am 

Your lordfhip*s mofl humble 

and moft obedient fervan^ 

ESSEX. 
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TO. THE LORD RANELAGH. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, ^eb. 16, 1674-5;. 

TD Y a letter of your's to my lord Conway, I under- 
•■-' deriland that his Majcfty hath been lately moved 
to beftow on me a Turn of money for the purchafe of 
EfleX'houie, and that he hath been gracioufly pleafed 
to grant it : the truth is, there hath never any thing 
come in my way, that I had a great inclination to buy, 
but thia» and therefore I cannot but own the obligatbn I 
have to thofe who put it into his Majefly*s thoughts to 
do me this &vour ; among whom, I look upon your lord- 
ihi^ as Goewho had a ihare, and do give you many 
thanks for your kindne& to mc on this ocq^^on. As to 
tlte manoer of pcrformifig what his Majefty has promifed» 
my lord Conway will acquaint your lordihip with my 
thoughts, fo as I (hall not need to repeat them. The 
lietter concerning the council of the revenue I have per- 
ufed, and I do not yet find any thing to be objeded to 
it, ikvc only that the claufe in the firft draft, excluding 
any from adiog or voting in fuch cafes^ wherein them- 
felves are particularly concerned, is omitted ; but by the 
next, I flmll have confldered it more exadly, and fhali 
then Ktxnjk your brdfhip my opinion therein. I am 
Your lordship's 

moft faithful humble fervant» 

ESSE X« 
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TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

My Lo r », Dublin Caftlc, Feb. 20, 1674-5. 

"Y^OUR'S of the 13th inftant I have received, which 
"^ gives me an account, much to my fetisfadion, of 
my lord treafurer's friendlinels to me in the occafion of 
Dean Ward. I defire you would return his lord(hip thy 
hearty thanks : I am fure he hath not only done a fe- 
vour to me, but^a good to the whole kingdom, in it. 1 
have penifed the two letters concerning the committee 
of council for the revenue 5 the defign intended by this 
committee is, that, in regard the privy-council is grown 
fo numerous, the bufinefs of the revenue may be re- 
duced into fewer hands. The new draft of the letter, 
(and indeed the old one is little other) impowers them 
only in two points, viz. as commiflioners of accounts, and 
as perfbns who are to adjuil the claiins of the farmers for 
de&lcations and abatements, which is well enough, pro- 
vided the letter be followed with inftrudions direding 
them to proceed in all matters relating to the revenue ; 
and, upon this fcore, it is not only proper, but neceflary, 
that your lordihip be named one of this number ; which, 
if they were barely commiflioners of accounts, it would 
not feem fo confident : therefore, if that claufeof the firfl 
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draft be added, excluding every of the commifIioner$ 
therein to be named, from any power of voting, or other* 
wife acting thereupon, in any cafe where any of them 
fhould be particularly concerned, I conceive the fecond 
draft may do very well. I do much apprehend the ill 
effeds that the fending over money from hence by the 
farmers, to ferve . their own occafions, may produce ; 
though I am very confident, and think upon good 
grounds, they have not remitted fo much as your lord- 
(hip imagines ; yet, however, I fhall take the beft care I 
can to prevent ity and make them pay in his Majefty*s 
money here fjpeedily. 

The letter in favour of the fheriiFs will doubtlefs be 
very welcome to all the gentlemen of this country. On 
Monday next I fhall communicate it to the council. 

As to the reducing the quit-rent, I am confident we 
are in the right in the main, viz. that none be reduced, 
but where the land cannot anfwer his Majefty's rents: 
and for information which thefe lands are, I conceive we 
can have no better than that from the farmers, who have 
had fome years experience of coUeding the j&me. Mr* 
Roberts pretends he can inform me beyond any man, con- 
cerning thia ^matter : I will, within a day or two, ipeak, 
with him. As to the manner of giving thefe abatements, 
I apprehend you have propofed the right way, that it be 
done by commiflion here, and that but very few be nam- 
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cd of the commiffion your lordfliip is in. Some miftake, 
in fuppofing that there was formerly a commifHon for 
abating thefe rents : Mr. Sollicitor tells me, it was done 
by the lieutenant and council, in purfuance of the a<Sts of 
fettlement, and not by any fpecial order ; fo as, when we 
go on with this affair, I conceive it will be necef&ry only 
to have a letter, which I fhall in a few days get drawn 
here, and tranfmitted to your lordfhip. One thing I muft 
obferve, that the lands of my lord Clancartie, mentioned 
in the lift fent over by your lordihip, as of too mean va- 
lue to bear the quit- rent, are about 49000 acres, and 
valued there at yd. per acre ; but upon reference of his 
Majefty's, for the adjufting fome differences between my 
lord Clancartie and the antient proprietors, we have been 
forced to iflue out commifHons for the valuation of thefe 
lands; on the return of which, I do £nd that fbme of 
them are worth i8d. per acre, and others not above id. 
or 2d. peir acre: fo, "as for this parcel of land, we can 
adjuft the quit-rent to that which is reafbnable upoi\ every 
feveral tenement j and, if there were time, perhaps the 
beft courfe would be to ifTue commifHons for all the 
others, it being impoffible to fet an acre-tax upon large 
fcopes of land, but there will be inequality. 

I fhould be very glad to know what the refblt is in 
Sir Maurice Euftace's bufineft, both in relation to Port 
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Lefter, and the mills in the park. The letter concern- 
ing refpites, I have long fince received. 

I am your lordfliip's 

faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
i I { 1 1 I I I i I j I I i i M I I i i { I { i i I I M 1 I I i I I i 1 
TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, Feb. 20, 1674-5. 

T HAVE your*s of the 13th, together with his Ma- 
•*• jelly's letter in behalf of Dean Ward. I muft give 
you my hearty thanks for your care and endeavours 
in this bufinefs; and do affure you, the perfon whom 
you have obliged is grateful to all here, and, I doubt 
not, will do very well in the employment his Majefty 
has been pleafed to" favour him with. By a letter of 
his Majefty's, dated 31ft Auguft, 1672,' power is given 
to myfelf and the council here, to raife the value o( fo- 
reign coin : the words of the letter are thefe. 
. " As to. what you and our council there propofe 
" in your letter of railing foreign coin, we have con- 
" fidered of that matter, and are of opinion, with ad- 
" vice of our council, and accordingly We will, that 
" you and the council do prepare fuch a proclama- 
" tion for the raifing or abating foreign coins, as you 
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" fhall judge expedient for the good of that our king- 
" dom ; but that you forbear to ifliie it till you fhall 
" have firft tranfmittcd the fame hither to Us, for our 
** view and approbation. Here are a fort of Portugal 
" money called crufadoes, weighing 14. penny-weight, 
** there are alfo another fpecies of crufadoes, weighing 
** but 1 1 penny-weight; ^yhich two forts have of late 
** gone promifcuoully at three fhillings a piece; the rea- 
<« fbn of it was this, thofe of i4d. wt. being the only 
" fort which then cam^ over hither, were, by public pro- 
" clamation, appointed to pafs at 3 s. 8d. The mer- 
" chants who traded into thofe countries bringing over 
** a great quantity of the worfer fort, the flamps whereof 
" being alike, uttered them at 38. 8d. but the peo^e 
« finding the fraud, and that th-^re wanted in them one 
« 5 th part of the filver, would lake neither the one or 
" the other at more than 3 s. (o as the inconvenience 
" from hence arifes, that when any of the weightier fort 
** are given in payment, the goldfmiths finding their 
** profits, melt them down, by which means the coin is 
" diminifhed. Now there being a confiderable trade be- 
** tween this kingdom and Portugal, probably fbmequan- 
•* tity of this money will be brought over; wherefore We 
^* have confidered the matter, and do conceive it for the 
** benefit of the country, that this money have its due va- 
*« lue according to its feveral fpecies. The plate pieces 
** erf Mexico weighing i yd, wt» which is the general mo- 
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•* ncy of the kingdom, and therefore may properly be 
<< taken for a flandard to the reft, pafs for 4.S. gd. at 
*< which rate this Portugal piece, weighing i4d. wt 
•< confidcring wc^ht and finenefs of filver, is worth very 
^ near 3 s* 11 d. but to avoid fradions in payment, the 
*' proclamation fixes it at 3 s. 9 d. And in regard We 
" do limit it to the full weight, there cannot be either 
** ihjuftice or inconvenience of any kind, to raife it to 
« this value ; and for your better information I have 
** herewith inclofed a piece of each, coin." 

You may pleafe to propofe it to his Majefty, that I 
may have his approbation, according to form» for ifluing 
out his proclamation. The 23d of January I writ to you 
concerning the pafHng of charters to corporations : the 
agents of leveral of them attend in town at charge ; 
and, *tiil I have a return from England, I cannot pa& 
thefe charters i wherefore I defire, fo fbon as may be,, to 
know his Majefty *s pleafure upon thefe points, 

I am your moft faithful hiunUe fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Herewith inclofed is a letter in behalf of Dr. Ward„ 
for difpenfing with a claufe in their ftatutes, which for« 
bids the provoft to marry» The laft provoft was mar- 
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ried ; and had this geatleman been fo, \j^hen his Ma- 
jefty's letter came, his being fo was of itfelf a dilpenla- 
tion. I defire you will get his Majefty to fign it ; yet 
with this caution, that if you find the endeavouring this 
letter will ftir up dean Sheridan's pretenfions again, it 
would be better omitted ; but if it may be done without 
this hazard, I would be glad fuch a letter were fcnt. 

• 

BY THE LORDLIEUTENANT AND COUNCIL.' 

TXr H E R E A S the King's moft excellent Majefty be- 
' ^ ing informed that there is great icarcity of coin 
in this his Majefty 's kingdom of Ireland j and that by 
means thereof, all commerce in courfe is much hindered, 
and many inconveniencies may befal the publick, if fome 
timely remedy be not applied ; and it being ofiered to 
his Majefty, as a prefent expedient, that the values of 
fome fort of foreign coin, which have been lately made 
current in this kingdom, may be raifed to a higher rate ; 
and his Majefty having been gracioufly pleafed to take 
the fame into his princely confideration ; and by his let- 
ters, under his royal fignature and fign manual, bearing 
date at his court at Whitehall, to fignify unto us his 
royal will and pleafure, that we ftiould raife that Ibrt 
of foreign coin, commonly called Portugal crufadoes, 
weighing i4d. wt. from 3 s. unto 3 s, lod. and the half 
Portugal crufadoes, weighing 7 d. wt. unto is. 11 d. and 
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that we fhould caufe his Majefty's good pleafure therein 
fignified towards his good people, to be made publick, 
and the faid foreign pieces of coin to be made current, 
according to the rate aforefaid, within this his Majefty^s 
kingdom of Ireland. Now we, the lord lieutenant and 
council, in all humble obedience to his Majefty's royal 
commands, do hereby publifh and declare, that all and 
iingular thefe pieces of foreign coin, commonly called 
the Portugal crufadoes, weighing I4d. wt. which now 
are, or {hall at any time, from or after the date of this 
proclamation^ be brought into this kingdom, fhall, from 
and after the date of this our faid proclamation^ be al- 
lowed, accepted, and pafs in all payments, as well to 
and from his Majefly, as otherwife however, between 
party and party, as current monies within this king- 
dom, at the rate of 3 s. lod. as fully and freely, to all 
intents and purpofes, as if the fame were fieri ing and 
current monies of and in England ; and that the half 
Portugal crufadoes, weighing 'jd, wt. fhall be allow- 
ed, accepted, and pafs in all payments, at the rate 
of IS. n d. current money, in like manner, to all in- 
tents and purpofes, within this kingdom, as if the fame 
were flerling monies, current of and in England. And 
in cafe any of the faid pieces, made current by this pro- 
clamation, fhall want of the weight therein, laid dowa 
for the faid pieces refpecaively, that then there beallow- 
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ance given of 3d. for each penny-weight, being 24 
grains, fo wanting in any of the aforefaid pieces re- 
Ipedively; and fo proportionably for greater or leffer 
wants of weight in the faid pieces : and in cafe fuch 
defed of weight as afbreiaid, (hall be fupplied in man- 
ner as aforefaid, then, and in fuch cafe, every piece 
fo ddfedive in weight as aforefaid, and that defe<a of 
weight fo fupplied in manner aforefeid, fhall be allow- 
ed and pafs in all payments, as well to and from his 
Majefty, or othcrwife however, as current money with- 
in this kingdom, as fully and freely, a& if the fame 
were flerling money current of and in En^and. And 
we do hereby declare, that no payment fhali be made 
unto his Majefly, nor any pcrfon or pcrfbns of what 
quality, nation, or condition foever, fhall be fbixred to 
receive any of the fcveral pieces of coin afbre&id, in any 
payment or payments whatfoever, or otherwifc, imlefs 
every fuch piece as aforefaid be of the weight abovcmicn- 
tioned for fuch piece ; or unlefs fuch allowance be given 
for defed of weight as aforefaid. And we require all 
mayors, fheriffs, port-reves, bailiff, and all other diief 
ofHcers of corporations, and all juHices of peace, irpon 
any difference arifing, or concerning rfie pafGng of any 
the pieces of filver, formerly, and in this proclamation 
mentioned to pafs in manner as aforefaid : and in cafe of 
defed of weight with the refpedlive allowances aforefaid, 
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that in all and every fuch cafes of diilerence, they, and 
every of them, do determine fuch differences according 
to the rules given by this proclamation. Given, &c. 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

SiR» Dublin Caftle, Feb. 25, 1674-5^, 

'T^ H E perfon who brings this letter is my lord Slane : 
-^ He is married to the «arl of Drogheda's daughter. 
His occafions now ^carrying him into England, where I ^ 
End he hats little acquaiotance, he defired me to write to 
fome iriend of mine to recommend him, fo as he might 
makje his applications in his concerns there. Alii that I 
have to intreat of you is, that you will be pleafed to ihew 
him your civility when he (hall addrefs himfelf to you, ■ 

I remain 

your mofjb faithful huiJ^bl^ fervant, 

ESSEX. 
TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

Mr Lp RD, Dublin Caftle, March z, i€74<5* 

T3 y Mr. Harbord I received the favour of your lord-* . 
^^ fhip's moft kind letter, which gives me a further 
conEimation^Qf the continuance of your efl^m and va> 
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lue for me j of which I have fo many eminent inftances, 
as I were certainly a mod ingrateful perfon, did I not 
endeavour to render your lordfliip all the fervices within 
my power. And tho* perhaps, I may not have fo fre- 
quent opportunities of expreffing my zeal for you, as I 
wifh, yet, whenever any fliall arrive, I fliall not fail to 
fhcw myfelf faithful and cordial to your lordfliip's con- 
cerns. I find by my lord Conway, that he did not in- 
tend to be prefent at this next feffions of parliament. But 
I.fhall take fbme time to difcourle with him upon that 
fubjed ; and indeed, he is fo good a man, as I (hall want 
him if he go ; tho* if it be of more ufe to his Ma, 
jefty's aiFairs to have him there than here, I will per- 
fuade him to it. Mr. Harbord will be there, and I am 
fure what he can do, or the beft intereft I have with any 
there, ihall be engaged to make his meeting a happy 
one, which I pray God grant it may. 

I have lately writ to know his Majefty*s pleafure in 
whofe hands he would acquaint me to place my proxy, 
who was gracioufly pleafed to anfwer, that he would not 
affign any perlbn, but leave it wholly to myfelf to difr 
pofe it where I think it fitteft, not doubting but I would 
continue to place it in good hands. Being at this liber- 
ty, I humbly ofFer it to your lordfliip, and have here- 
with encloied it, being fully aflured, that I cannot in- 
truft it with any who doth more faithfully intend both 
his Majefty*s and this kingdom's good. Your lord(hip*s 
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favour to Dean Ward was very feafonable in many re- 
{pe6b, and particularly in relation to myfelf : for when 
things of this nature are carried againft the governor's 
mind, it much weakens his credit and intereft here, 
where the people are generally but too apt to defpife thofe 
who are fet over them : and I believe this, and the other 
marks of his Majefty*s favour lately manifefted, will en- 
able me the better to (erve him in the pod where I am. 
I have nothing further to trouble your lordfhip with, but 
remain 

Your lord{hip*s mod ^ithful 

and mofl obedient fervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

M T Lord, Dublin Caftle, March 2, 1674-5. 

T H A V E two of your*s both of the 20th February: one 
of them relating to my lord of Burlington's concerns 

iiere, which I fhall take care of. The other mentions Sir 

George Hamilton's recruits : this fhall be carried on in 

the way his Majefly directs. 

As for the farmers accounts, now depending in the 

exchequer, I will immediately order them to be dif- 

N 2 patched. 



Digitized by 



Google 



92 LETTERSOF 

patched. Your lordihip well knows how dextrous the com- 
miflioners of Cork-houfe are in delay of bufinefs ; but 
they fhall be prefled as earneftly as may be, to make them 
up. The accounts of the fevcral branches of the reve- 
nue, given in upon oath, are, as your lordfliip tells me, ' 
much excepted againft in England, and therefore that it 
is defired I ihould examine their books. I have already 
ipent fome time in this work, and made ufe of Sir John 
Champante to aflift me. The feveral branches are, the 
cuftoms, and imiwrted excife, the inland excife, the 
hearth-money, the wine-licence, and the quit-rents. As 
ior the quit-rents, I think they need not fo ftrid an ex- 
amination, in regard we do pretty near the matter know 
what they are. For the wine-licences, the value is but 
fnaall ; and the hearth-money being fub-farmed by them, 
I conceive they could not venture to bring k in other- 
wife than really it is. But the greateft fallacy, in my 
apprehenfion, may be in the cuftoms and imported ex- 
cife, as alfo in the inland excife, which two branches I 
intend to look more narrowly into ; yet, not altogether 
negle^ing ihe others, two compkte kts cf their bciokJs 
of receipts of the cuftoms dnd imported excife, for the 
two firft years of the farm, viz. from 1669 to 1671, 
have already been broug'ht to me^ and, I do believe, 
that the books they produce were really the original 
^Kioks, but cannot find any di^ence in them, from the 
accounts they have given in, which makes me fuppofe, 

that 
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that the others to be yet infpeded, will prove the fame : 
(6 as I fear I fhall have little light this way to difcover 
any error committed. Wherefore confidering with my- 
felf what cheque there is upon their accounts, I did look 
upon the comptroller-generars office as purpofely ereded 
for thefe ends, and have fent him to give me an extradl 
of the accounts he receives from the King's officers of each 
port of the cuftoms and imported excife, for all the feve- 
ral years fince the beginning of the farm. This he has 
promiied me to be completed within fourteen days ; and 
then, I have told him, to go on with the like for the other 
branches of the revenue. If your lordihip can propo(^ 
any better way than this, I ihould be glad to know it ; 
for I am pretty confident that, by their own books, VfC 
ihall be little the wifer ; tho' it will take a vaft time to 
inlped them narrowly. 

The laft packet brought me, from Mr. Secretary Co- 
ventry, a full fignification of his Majefty's pleafure con- 
cerning the diforders of this city. I have tranfmitted a 
letter, prepared for his Majefty*8 fignature, in behalf of 
Mr. SoUicitor; and have put it into the hands of Mr. Se- 
cretary Coventry. The letter, as it is draw/i, is only a 
renewal of a former, in my lord of Ormond's time, for 
the grant of three hundred pounds per annum, whereof 
he hath had no benefit. Your lordlhip, as well as any 
man, knows how ufeful a fervant be is to his Majefty ; 
and therefore I doubt not of your afEftance, when it fhall 

come 
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come referred to my lord-treafurer, to acquaint his lord- 
iLip with the merits of this man. Mr. Attorney hath, as 
I am told, received of his Majefty's grace 800I. a-year ; 
whereas this gentleman hath only fome fnips of land, not 
worth above 50 or 60I. per annum. I have propofed an 
addition of 200L to the 30ol» intended him in my lord 
duke of Ormond*s time ; and if the letter come in form, 
it may be of advantage to him, where his Majefty (hall 
give a liberty for the diflribution of lands. 

My lord Dillon is going this night for England, to 
endeavour the fecuring the eftate to himfelf which his 
predecefTors unjuftly enjoyed. I give you this hint, be- 
caufe you know where I wifli it may go, if his Majefty 
keep it in his difpofal, it being one of the beft diings in 
Ireland. I am 

Your lord{hip*s moft 

faithful humble icrvant, 

ESSEX. 

TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

Dear Brothbr, Dublin Caftle, March a, 1^74-5. 

A/TR. Harbord being arrived, I received your feveral 
"^ "*■ letters by him and my coufin Wifeman. As ta 
the matter of EiTex-houfe^ I have difcourfed it fully with 

Mr. 
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Mr. Harbord ; and tho* I am fatisfied that both of you 
do advife me that which you think for the beft, yet I 
cannot imagine, all circumftances conj(idered, why I 
fhould now refufe it, unlefs it were proper for me to put 
a notorious afFront upon his Majefty, and the greateft dif- 
obligation upon my lord-treafurer imaginable. I do be- 
lieve, that what yourfelf and Mr. Harbord have done in 
this affair, will encreafe the price at leaft one or two 
thoufand pounds ; and, I am fure, I gave you early no- 
tice enough by a letter in cypher, which way this matter 
was moving, and dcfired that Mr. Harbord might ufe his 
induftry in bringing down the price, and that was all he 
was to do ; inftead of which, every one was told that t 
was not like to accept it, which has fo bungled the bufi- 
nels, as I fear it will not come fo cheap as otherwife it 
might have done. Mr. Harbord hath now undertaken to 
fee the purchafe gone through with; and, by this poft, 
has written letters to that purpofe into England. Upon 
the whole, I would not have you imagine that I think 
you did other than what you prefumc beft for me ; tho* 
I do not agree with you in this particular. I have alio 
two of your's of the 20th, and one of the 23d. Mr. Har- 
riot's a^ir is already ordered to be done ; and tho* he 
cannot receive this money prefently, yet the commiffioners 
of the treafury have promifed me, by quarterly payments^ 
to clear the loool. againft Chriftmas next. 

I am your moft affedionate brother, 

ESSEX. 
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I defire you woufd, for the prefent, forbear paying any 
more debts, and referve what money you have, and what 
I fhall fend, in ftock for the purchafe of Eflex-houfe. 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Si R> Dublin Caftk, March i, i5;4-5. 

TDY Mr. Harbord, who arrived here yefterday, I re- 
•■^ ceivted your*s of the 15th of February; and the 
iame evening came in two packets, which brought me in 
your*^ of the 20th and 23d, the latter where(^ gives ms 
a full {ignification of his Majefty s pleaitire, in relation to 
the diforders of the city. The laft week ibme of the bufieft' 
men amongft them apprehending, as 1 am told, that I wat 
preparing for them, and that fome feverity would be 
uied againil them, were endeavouring themfelves a little 
to have qualified the matter; and an afiembly being .call-r 
^ ed for that purpofe, a petition was drawn, which would 
! realbnably well have falved up the bufinels; and, indeed, 
I fliould have been very well pleafed to have it compos- 
ed ; but this failed, and being tranfaded amongft them- 
felves, I thought it not neceilary to give you a charadar 
thereof. It falls out a little unluckily, that the. judges 
are going their circuit now when thefe difoiders are to 
be enquired into; but I have ftopt my lord chief-juftice 
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of Ireland for fomc few days; and ordered him, with the 
afliftance of Mr. Attorney and Mr. Sollicitor, to examine 
llridly who were the incendiaries and promoters of thefe 
mutinous proceedings; and as there fhall be any further 
mat;erial, I fhall acquaint you therewith. I have enclof- 
ed a letter in behalf of Mr. Sollicitor ; it recites one of 
the (ame nature in my lord of Ormondes time, as it is 
only a renewal thereof, he having received no bene£t at 
all by his iaid former letter. Mr. Sollicitor is as worthy 
a man, and as good a fervant to his Majefty, as any I 
know; he has ierved in this flation ever fince the King's 
ReftoratiQn«' Mr. Attorney now enjoys at leafl 800 1. in 
lands, by his Majefty *s grace; but this gentleman being a 
jnodeft man, hath never aiked any thing except 50 or 60K 
a^year, wkddi lay contiguous to his houfe; and this is all 
he pci]t£le8 of his Majefty's bounty. The letter is for the 
paiUng of 300I. a-year ; if you pleafe to move his Majefty, 
that it may be augmented to 500I. I am fure his pains 
have well deferved it, and the charge of difcovering and 
proving his Majefty*s tide, is {o great as will cut off a 
good fliare of what his Majefty intends him, whenever 
^e King fhall think fit to let loofe thefe grants, that they 
may be pafted. In a letter of mine, of the 23d of Ja- 
nuary, I remembered fome particular^ concerning grant> 
ing new charters to corporations ; I have as yet received 
no anfwer thcretD : the agents of them, attending here in 

O town 
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towQ at charge, grow a little impatient; therefore I prc- 
itime to remind you thereof, that I may have a fignifica- 
tion of bis Maje(ly*s pleafure upon this fubjed. - 

I am youir moft faithful humble fervant, 

ES.SEX. 

T3IGHT trufty, and right well-beloved coufin and 
■*"^ counfeUor, We greet you well. Whereas We, by 
Our letters under our privy-fignet and fign manual, bear- 
ing date, at Our court at Whitehall, the 1 9th of Janu-- 
ary, in the year 1663, in confideration of the many 
i&ithful fervices performed unto Us by Sir John Temple, 
knt. Our foUicitor-general of Our kingdom of Ireland, did 
require Our then lord-lieutenant of Our faid kingdom, to 
caufe one more effedual letters-patent to be pafled under 
the great feal of Our faid kingdom, to Our faid fbllicitor- 
general and his heirs^ of fuch forfeited tenements, lands, 
and hereditaments, in Our faid kingdom, as fhould amount 
unto the dear value of 300!. per annum, over and above 
all charges and reprifals, as by Our faid letters doth ap- 
pear : and whereas We are informed, that the faid Sir 
John Temple hath not hitherto received any benefit of 
the favour intended thereby to him, nor hath yet pafled 
any patent of any lands, tenements, or hereditaments, in 
purfuance of Our faid grant; and that you are not im- 
powered to paj& any lands unto him in purfuance there- 
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of, in regard the fame were only direded to the duke of 
Ormond, our then lieutenant of Our faid kingdom, and 
not to the lieutenant for the time being : and whereas. 
We ftill retaining a gracious memory of the faid Sir John 
Temple's diligence in Our fervice, are refolved to place 
upon him, fome mark of Our gracious acceptance there- 
of ; We have therefore thought fit hereby to declare Our 
jToyal will and peafure, and we do hereby authorize and 
require you, to caule one or more effedual letters-patent 
to be paiTed to the faid Sk John Temple and his heirs, 
or to fuch other perfon or perfons, his or their heirs and 
afligns, as, he the faid Sir John Temple fhall name or ap-. 
point, under his hand and feal, of fuch and fo many lands, 
tenements, or hereditaments, in poffeflion, reverfion, or re- 
mainder, belonging to Us in Our iaid kingdom of Ireland, 
cither in right of Our crewn by any new or ancient title, 
or forfeited to, or veftcd in us by the late ads of fettlement 
or explanation, as fhall amount to the dear yearly value 
of 300I. per annum, over and above all rents and other 
charges payable thereunto accordingly, as^the value of the 
feid lands, tenements, or hereditaments, fb^ll be afcertained 
and fettled by you, either by any office or inquifition that 
fhall be taken thereof, or by the valuations formerly made 
of lands in Ireland by Our lord-lieutenant and council 
of Our faid kingdom, or^by any furvey remaining in Our 
furveyor-general * office of Our faid Jr^dom j by which 
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rates, or any of them, or any other ways and means that 
you fhall think fit to make ufe of, we do hereby fully au- 
thorize you to fettle and afcertain the value of the faid lands 
and premises ; to have and to hold the &id lands, tene- 
ments, and hereditaments, to the ^d Sir John Temple^ 
his heirs and ailigns, or to be held of Us by. Our heirs 
and fucceilbrs, under fuch yearly rents, to be payable 
therein unto Us, as any adventurers and (bldiers are bjr 
the faid 2.Gt of iettlement to pay in the feveral provinces 
in our &id kingdom, wherein the &id lands and pre* 
mifies fhall appear to be : and we do hereby further au« 
thorize you to admit the faid Sir John Temple and his 
heirs, in cafe he or they fhall defire the fame, to place 
deficiencies of any interefl, fatisfiable by the faid ads of 
fetdement and explanation, upon any lands, tenements^ 
or hereditaments, forfeited to, or vefled in Us by the ^d 
ads, that fhall be prefented to you, to be pafied unto him 
or them in purfuance of thefe our letters, in fuch manner 
as you fhall think fit ; and alfo to caufe fuch inquifitions 
to be taken and returned for the finding our right and 
title to any lands, tenements, and hereditaments, to be 
pafied to the faid Sir John Temple, or his heirs, by vir» 
tue of thefe Our letters, and for afcertainin'g the yearly 
vahie thereof, as you fhall find to be neceflaty ; and alfa 
to caufe all fuch beneficial daufes, and non obflants, to> 
be inferted in the|^ letten-patents, as may ferve to make 
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the fame eiFedual, and in fuch ca(es as ufual : and jfbr 
fo doing, theie Our letter^ notwithftanding any former 
rules, orders, or reftridion to the contrary, {hall be your 
fuffident warrant. Given, &c. 

TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

Dbak Bkothbk, Dublin Caftk^ March 2,1 Sy^'S*. 

nn H E order to dire^ my proceedings with thiy mu* 
^ tSnous people of this city is come. Some endea^ 
voiirs have been lately ufed among themfelves to accom^ 
modate the matter, which I did not think wordiy the en- 
larging Mr. fecretary Conway's letter {o much as to £11 it 
with the particulars; but in regard feveral here do give 
accounts to my lord of Angleiey, and my lord of Berk- 
ley, of all little things that pafs, and circumftantiate them 
all they can to my diladvantage, I conceive it may not 
be amifs for you to know how things move. The laft 
week fome of thofe perfons who were moft bufy in ftir- 
ring up the people to difobey our orders, fearing a ftorm, 
and apprehending, as Iamto]d> that no publick enquiry 
or notice being taken of their refradorinefs, was only to 
ftay till orders came out of England, and that they then . 
fliould be j^Uen upon with more Severity, began to be in 
a little better temper, and were coniidering how to come 
off, in order to which a petition was prepared to offer to> 

the- 



Digitized by 



Google 



102 LETTERSOF 

the aflembly, in the name offotne of the commons^ which 
is the form of their proceedings, among other things 
fetting forth, " that the lieutenant and council. hav:e fig-; 
nified their pleafure, that the memory of all pad difier- 
ences fhould ceafe, and that all orders and ads which 
tend to the continuance of their difunion, the memory 
thereof fhould be obliterated and forgotten, they do 
therefore defire, that thefe formerly expelled aldermen 
and recorder may be adually by the aflembly reftored to 
their places; and that all reports and ads of aflembly for 
their removal, fhould be cancelled and taken off the file.'* 
But then towards the latter end there is a claufe of con- 
firmation to all other ads of aflembly done, where, by 
an oblique way, Phillpot and Greflingham, two of the 
troublefome men would have been made aldermen, they 
having been eleded by a diforderly aflembly into two va- 
cant places of thofe turned out, and upon that ground 
would thus have been reflored. This petition going in, 
and I made acquainted with the tranfadion by a private 
hand, I conceived it much below the dignity of my 
place to take any publick notice of what they were do- 
ing, after the af&ont they had oflicred to his Majefty's 
authority ; and finding that the two main points in our 
order were complied with, viz. by declaring by ad of 
afTembly, that thcfe aldermen were reftored, and the 
cancelling all the records relating to their expulfion. Tho* 
I did fee the artifice of bringing thofe two men to be air 

dermen. 
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dermen, as alfo that it was in a great meafure contrary 
to our order, which declared all the proceedings, during 
that Ipace of time, relating to the eledion of any alder- 
men, to be null and void ; yet in regard the matter was. 
come into £0 narrow a compafs, I did give a private in> 
timation to my lord mayor, that in cafe fuch a petition 
as this was propofed, I thought it might be convenient 
to pais, even if they did at the faine time c\c€t thofe 
two perfbns' to be aldermen ; and that tho* this claufe 
did ftand in the petition, yet if they were the fanie day 
eledcd, I conceived our order might be well enough 
complied with, and did hope it might end the matter 
among them. But at their aflembly, which was on Sa* 
turday laft, the aldermen pofitively rcfufed to pals^ the 
petition, unlefi this claufe was ftruck out; and urged it, 
as I am told; upon this account, that it was an apparent 
breach of the order of lieutenant and council : and others 
^ing obftinate to keep it in, the aflembly broke up, and 
nothing done. Tho* thefe aldermen are clearly in the rights 
if things be flridly confidered, yet I confefs, for my own 
part, I could have wifhed they had ended the matter as 
is before mentioned ; for all thefe diibrders in ccwpora- 
tions are ever carried on with paflion and croflhefs on ei- 
ther fide; and tho', I cannot but fey, that thefe alder- 
men have, fince my coming, behaved themfeJves with ali 
imaginable duty and refped towards the King's authority, 
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yet have they not been altogether well tempered one to 
another, and have given alfo thefe &dious men fbme ad- 
vantages againft them by their indifcretion, as particu- 
larly deding Tome men into their body, who^ are noto- 
rious nonconformiAs ; and indeed there are but too many 
of that rank of peoj^e among them, fome of thefe 
new eleAed aldermen being this prefent, as I am told, 
lay-elders of churches, &c. therefore, confidering there 
have been faults on both fides, I (hould have been wcH 
pleafed if this afiair might among themfelves have been 
thus compofed. I have herewith enclofed a copy of 
the faid petition, and fcored it in thefe places which are 
moil confiderable. I am 

Your moft a£Ebdionate brother, 

£ SSSX* 

I have writ this letter, that in cafe any difcourie 
fhould be in England of thefe tran&dions here, you 
may £o evidl the truth. . Shew it to Mr. fecretary Co- 
ventry, or whom elfe you think £& 
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To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, 
Commons, and Citizens of the City of Dublin, 

The humble Petition of certain of the Commons ; 

Humbly iheweth, 
npHAT on or about the 3d day of April, 1672, 
there happened a difference between Sir Francis 
Erewibr, knight. Sir William Davis, knight, alderman 
Ridiard Tigl^ alderman Daniel Hutchinlbn, Sir Jofhua 
Allen, Mark Quin, Enoch Reader, Lewis Defminers, alder- 
men, and the then lord mayor, fherifB, commons, and ci- 
tizens, which difference, through fomc mifbkes and mif- 
wnderftandings on both fides, did grow^o that hetght, 
that the faid Sir Francis Brewfler, and the reft of the 
perfons abovenamed were, for fome time, removed from 
their places of honour and truft in this city, by the 
lord mayor and fherifls, commons, and citizens ; which . 
faid mifunderftandings and unhappy differences havt 
continued until this day, the caufe whereof muft be con- 
fefled by all, to be too much retaining the memory of 
the laid unhappy diflferences, the confequence whereof 
muft of neceffity prove ver) fatal, if not deftrudive to ^ 
this ancient and loyal city, unlefs fome fpeedy courfe be 
taken to reftore us to our anticnt love and amity among 
ourfelves, always remembering that a city divided can- 
not ftand. Now, for as much as your petitioners are 
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very fcnfible of the evil confequences that have and may 
befall this city, in cafe the faid mifunderftandings (hould 
continue ; and to the end that the faid differences, and 
all others, may be for ever buried in oblivion, and that 
perfed love and amity may be renewed among all and 
every the members of this city, which is the earned de- 
fire of all good citizens. 

" And whereas his (excellency the lord lieutenant and 
" council of this kingdom, have, in their great wifdom 
" and care of the welfare of this city, fignified their 
" pleafure, that the citizens of this city may return to 
*< their antient union and amity towards each other; and 
** all orders and ads which tend towards the conti- 
** nuance of their difunion, or the very memory thereof 
** may be obliterated and forgotten." 

Your petitioners do therefore pray, that the faid Sir 
Francis Brewfler, Sir William Davis, Sir Jofhua Allen, 
Daniel Hutchinfon, Lewis Defminers, and Enoch Reader, 
aldermen, may be by an ad of this prefent afTembly rc- 
flored to their refpedive places of honour and trufl in 
this city ; and that the petitioners report, and ads of af^ 
fembly made the 3d of April, 1672, for the removing the 
aforefaid perfons from their, or any of their places, may 
be hereby declared to be null and void ; that the clerk 
of the Tholfel do forthwith cancel the fame, and take 
them off from among the records of this city, fo that 
nothing may remain on record to poflerity of the faid 
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ference : and to the end that there may be no more 
fuits at law concerning this matter, and that nothing 
may hereafter arile to difturb the peace and unity 
of this city, or revive the memory of the faid dif- 
ference, it is humbly prayed, that it be enabled by 
this prefent affembly, that all Qther adls and orders that 
were made by the faid mayor, (heriffs, commons, and 
citizens, from the 28th of April, 1672, to the 20th of 
Sejptember following, may be declared to be good and ef- 
fedual to all intents and purpofes. And to the end that 
tliis aft may create a full and perfe<fl love and union on 
all fides, it is further humbly prayed, that there be forth- 
with an humble addrefs made by the mayor, fherifB, 
commons, and citizens, to his excellency the lord lieu- 
tenant and council, that they would be gracioufly pleafed* 
otit of their accuflomed love and favour to this city, to 
recall all thofe orders of council that have been made 
concerning thefe unhappy differences^ fo that nothing 
may remain in any book or roll to put m in' mipd 
thereof. And, 6cc. 
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TO THE EARL OF ORRERY. 

My Lord, JDublin Caftle, March t, 1574-5. 

T HAVE your's of the 26th of the kft, and I did only 
defer giving any refblution concerning fuch tories as 
have fubmitted themfelves to your lordfhip, *till the 
next ailizes, that the judges being then informed of the 
nature of their crimes, and likewife made acquainted 
with the fervices they have fince done, might certify me 
at their return, who they conceived qualified for his Ma^ 
jefty'g mercy ; in order to which I think it may "be pro- 
per for your lordfliip to enlarge their protedions, until 
fuch time as the judges ihall be returned from their cir- 
coite. I have enjoined my lond chief juflice Povey to 
profecute the conftable mentioned ia your*$ concerning the 
murderers eicape, with all feverity the law will allow, to 
deter others from offences of the like nature. He will 
give Mr. juftice Reynall an account of it by the poft, in 
cafe he fliould not himfelf meet him at Cork, as he pro- 
pofes to do. To the propofal of the Romifli prieft, I 
can only anfwer in general terms, that in cafe any of 
them (hall be inftrumental in the difcovering and appre- 
hending tories, and fuch malefadors, and it (hall appear 
that they have been at any extraordinary expence, or at- 
tendance in the profecution, that then befides the encou- 
ragement and countenance of the government, they fhall 

have 
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have fuch further recompence as their ferviccs fliall be 
found to deferve ; for to be more particular with them, 
would fccm to grant an owning of their jurifdidion. 

I am your lordfhip*s . 

faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

M T Lo 11 D» Dubiin Caftfe, Nl^rch 8, i6j4^0, 

TN a letter of your's to my lord Conway, I find how 
-'' much I am obliged to your lord/hip in (he matter of 
£fiex-hou(e, and what care and pains you have takest 
therein ; I can yet hardly believe that the bargain with 
pr. Barebone is other than fiAious ; but the flop in thi9 
ajlair, that ibme perfons have given, frolii whom I littl9 
expeded it, hath made room for this artifice to ni(k the 
price ! that no man can build in or about LoodcKi VpQO 
other than old foundations, unlels with the KingV licence, 
is beyond all doubt. A copy of a petition from the 
Middle Temple hath lately come to my view, and I do 
hear there is another from the city jQtf London, to hinder 
the turning of this garden into tenements, fo, I prefume, 
a licence will not be obtained ; and, if fo, I do not fee 

but 
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but probably fome of the price muft be abated to his Ma- 
jefty. The propofal offered to Dr. Barebone for the 
building of a houfe upon this ground, and felling of it to 
me, is no way agreeable to my inclinations. And indeed 
I do more value his Majefty's favour, than the thing it- 
felf j and regarding it as a mark of honour to my fami- 
ly, that will be permanent with them, I defire either to 
have it as it is, or not at all ; therefore, if your lordfliip 
pleafe to fee how this Dr. Barebone may be taken off his 
bargain, which, if it muft break for defaiilt of licence, as 
I have already faid, I do yet hope there may be fome 
abatement in the price. 1 have now employed one Mr. 
Cratford, who is my lord Conway's folicitor, to make 
diis purchafe, and have direded where he will have all 
or moft of the money ready to pay for it ; your lordfhip 
may therefore fend for, and confer with him, that you 
may underftand one another, fo as the thing may go on. 
There is nothing of. bufinefs here at prefent to trouble 
you with; fo as I fhall conclude with my thanks to you 
for your fevour, in this my private concern, and remain* 
with all reality, 

Your iordfhip*s moft faithful, 

and moft humble fervant, 

£ S S £ X* 
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TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

Dear Brother, Dublin Caftk, March 8, 1674-5^ 

T HAVE your's of the 27 th of February, all concerning 
•*■ Effex-houfe, of which I care to fay no more, it being 
a matter refolved; only I cannot but obferve, that, among 
your remarks, you (ay it may have fbme ill confequence, 
that a hardfhip is uied to thofe who are felling it, in 
wrefting it from them ; if any fuch thing fhould hap- 
pen, or any reiledion come upon me thereby, thofe 
ought to take it upon them who, contrary to my opinion, 
would go their own ways and obftrud it, or other wife it 
had been agreed for befoire any other could have pre- 
tended to have contraded ; and, I am fure, let the beft 
come of it that will, their indifcretion will raife it one or 
two thou£md pounds in the price. I have given full 
orders in this matter, by the laft pacquet, as you already 
know, and therefore fhall fay no more, but remain 

Your moft afledionate brother, 

ESSEX. 

Pray thank Mr. ChifEns for the. cheefe I have receiv- 
ed from him fince my writing. I have your*s of the 
2d of March. 

TO 



Digitized by 



Google 



112 LETTER80F 

TO SIR CHARLES HARBORD. 

Sit, Dublin Cattle, March 8, 1674.5. 

T HAVE received two or three of your's lately, the 
laft bearing date February 27, and therein among 
other things, fome account of Eilex-houfe. I am very 
confident the bargain Mr. Thinne pretends to have made 
with Dr. Barebone is only a cblluiion, and what I hear 
Mr. Thinne faith, makes me the rather believe fb, that 
Dr. Barebone had given twenty fhillings earned for the 
immediate payment of 13000I. which I think is not an 
ufual way of binding bargains of fo high a value. How- 
ever, I cannot but prefume, that the petitions which you 
mention to me to have been prefented unto his Majefty 
againft the turning of it into tenements, will ftop that 
de£gn, as indeed it is fit it fliould, for f think it one 
of the fliamefuleft things in the world, that that part of 
the town which is next to the coort, and lyes to the wa- 
ter, Ihould be turned into ill favoured wharfs and tene- 
ments. Your fon being come away, I have employed 
Mr. Cratford, a perfon whom I believe you well know, 
to make the bargain for me, who, I doubt not wrll take 
your advice as he proceeds. The papers concerning Dr. 
Gorge are long, and I fhall give you an anfwer to them 
by the next. I am 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

I ESSEX. 
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TO THE DUKE OF ORMONb. 

My Lo r d, Dublin Caftle, March 8, 1674-5: 

"DY your*s of the 2 2d of February, I tinderftand your 
•■-^ grace's refolution to go over into England againft 
the meeting of the parliament. My letters do generally 
aiTure me they will fit, and, probably, for fome time ; 
tho' I al(b hear that fbme there are, who yet hope this 
meeting may be diverted. I heartily wifh this fefHons 
may prove happy for his Majefty*s af&irs, which I am 
confident your grace's prefence will much contribute to. 

I have nothing further to add, but defire you to be- 
lieve me to be ever with all reality, 

Your grace's moft ^thful, 

and moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, March 8, 1674.5. 

A /TY lord chief juftice, with the afHftance of the 
^^■^ King's council, hath taken fcveral examinations 
concerning the diforlderly proceedings in this city ; and 
fomc of thofe pcrfons who were moft fedious, will, I. 

Q^ believe. 
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believe, in fome meafiire be reached by them. The fta- 
fon of the aflizes in the country being now, and rio le- 
gal profccution of: thefe men being proper tiU the term, 
my lord chief .juftlce goeshiicircwitj. and "a* bjs return iie 
will prepare to punifh fome. off thefe. iocenxJiafiee: b\it, 
in my. own- thoughts. Lam. ofopinipo, and. have been i 
li)ag fo, that nothing will,redugQ- this city, to a: dues 
compofure, unkfs. it be the avoiding, their charter by ai 
^0 WarrantOi and granting them- a new one; for- the 
body of the con^monsare fonumerouS) there •being- nine* ^ 
ty-fix.ofi them^ be/ides iherife-peers, which ufu4Uy;arc> 
between twenty, and thirty, moft' of > th? . commons, being 
extreme poor men, are. continually ^ mutinous and fa^i^n 
ous ; whereas, if they had a new charter, and the num- 
ber reduced to be fewer, and thofe named out of the 
moft fubftantjal chief trading-n^eP'of the city, whofe in- 
tereft it is to be quiet, I am confident it would be the 
only way. to bring them into order and peace. This I 
hint to you by way of difcourfe, which I would not have 
formally propofed to his Majefty' till Thave better confi- 
dered of it,, thoM^m apt to t|iunk>in th^ end it. muft 
be done. Since the levying of the lapfe- money is re- 
folved, here are two pretenfions flatted up for part of it, 
and have been offered to me: the one is of Sir -John; 
Davis, the prefent clerk of the council, as left him by 
his father, Sir Paul Davis, a perfon who doubtlefs de- 
ferved very well of the crown, and was at a conliderable 
charge, laying out money of his own, during the war, 

for 
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^for the publick fervioe ; and on that fcore was ordered 

repayment upon the lapfed money, &c. as will appear hy 

-a 'letter in my lord of Ormond's time, a copy whereof is 

'here incloied; and having received no benefit thereby, 

•he defires the renewal' thereof, if his Majefty thinks 'fit.. 

The other is claimed by major Bolton ; the ground 

-whereof is, that he was employed both here in Ireland 

•and in London, 'in. difcovering and abftrading the for- 

ifciied lapfe-money, 6cc. and bad a letter of his Majefty 's 

2for -500 1. thereof, wherein I dbferve the fum is put in 

^ith his Mafjefty 6 owii hand. I have tranfmitted both 

•thefe letters n:o you for al fuither fignification of his Ma- 

"^Olf^ pldafuffe therein. 

«. • ■ 

I am your 'moft faithful humble fervant, 

' . ESSEX. 

.Right Trufty, &c 

TJTT.HERfiA.'S 'by Our letters under Our royal fignet, 
^ ^ dated the i2d day of Fdjroary, in the 1 8th yeat of 
•Our reign, and diredied to Our right trufty and right in- 
■tirdy b^oved cottfin and counfellor, James, duke of Or- 
•«KHid, Our then lieutenant of Our kingdom of Ireland, 
•and to Our chief governor there for the time being, we 
-did, for the reafonsand confiderations therein expreffed, 
adjudge it fit that the fum of 3 1 5 5 1. i2 ». 6 d. which We 
were informed was due unto Sir Paul Davis, knt. de- 

0^2 ceafed, 
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ceafed, Our kte principal iecretary of (late of Out faid 
kingdom, or fo much thereof as fhould be found due 
to him, fiiould be xjuly paid unto him out of the rer 
maining 27000I. of the ium of 30000 1. which by' the 
explanatory ad is to be paid to Us in lieu and recom- 
pence of the forfeited. fubfcriptions, commonly called by 
the name of lapied money, excepting that' part of the 
&id 27000I. referved unto Ourlelves ; or out of the mo- 
ney payable by virtue of the faid ad, upon account of 
the year's value, excepting the 50000 1. payable to Ub 
thereout : and therefore by Our &id letters We direded 
an account to be Rated of what remained due as afore* 
faid to the iaid Sir Paul Davis ; and further required Our 
faid then lieutenant to give order to Our vice-treafurer» 
©r other receiver or receivers of the faid 3 0000 1. out 
of the fanae to &tisfy and pay unto the faid Sir Paul Davis» 
his executors, adminiflrators or afligns, . the faid 3155L 
2s. 6d. Or fb much thereof as fhould be found to be 
remaining due and unpaid to him. And whereas we are 
informed, that it appears by an account flated according 
to an order of the faid duke of Ormond, made in pur- 
fliance of Our fiiid letters, before Our chief baron of 
Our court of Exchequer^ and before Our late auditor 
there, that there remained due to the faid Sir Paul Da- 
vis, the &id fum of 3155I. 2s. 6d. and that thereupon^ 
and in obedience to Our faid pleafure in Our faid letter 
£gnified} the &id duke of Ormond iiSued his warrant, 
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dated the 4th of May 1666, to Our receiver-general 
of Our faid kingdom, that then was,, or hereafter 
ihould be, out of the faid monies, to fatisfy and pay '•* 
unto the faid Sir Paul Davis, his executors, admini* 
ftrators, or affigns ; but they have not received the 
faid fum, or any part thereof, by reafon that all the 
laid -monies> raiied upon accounts of the faid ycsa\ 
value, have been otherwife difpofed of; and the faid 
fum of 30000I. to be raifed in recompence of the faid 
lapfed money, has not as yet been offered, whereby they 
have beea much difappointed of the benefit and advan« 
tage that, by Our faid letters, was intended for them. 
Now. We taking the fame into Our princely confidera- 
tion, and We having, by our letters of the firfl day of 
February 1674, required and authorized you Our lieu- 
tenant, to give order for the afTeffing and levying the faid 
fum of 30000I. in the manner therein exprefled, and the 
monies fb levied and afJefTed to ifTue and pay in fuch 
manner as We fhall think fit to dired, to the perfons to 
whom We have granted the fame ; we have therefore 
thought fit hereby to will and require you, that oiit of the 
faid money fo to be levied and aflefTed as aforefaid, you 
do caufe to be ifTued and paid to the executors, admi- 
niflrators, or affigns, of the faid Sir Paul Davis, the faid 
fum of 3 1 55I. 2s. 6d. and you are to take care that, up- 
on their receiving the fame, fuch x:oncordatums, or otheir 
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warrants, as they have for the faid fum, or any part thereof, 

he given up, to the end that both they may be fatisfied, 

and We difchargcd thereof: and for fo doing, thefe Our 

letters fhall be as well uiito you Our lieutenant there now 

'being, or to any other lieutenant, deputy, juftice, juftices, 

•or other chief governor or governors of that Our kingdom, 

•which hereafter for the time fhall be, and to the commif- 

♦fioners of the vice-treafurer's accounts, and to the refeeiver 

'or receivers of all or any of the faid monies that now are, 

■or hereafter for the time fhall be receiver or receivers of 

any of the faid monies, and to every of them, and to the 

'commifnoncrs of their and every of their accounts, and 

to all others whom k may concern, fufficient warrant and 

difcharge in that behalf. Given, &c. 

TO MR. THINNE. 

'Sir, Dublin Caftle, March &, 1674-5. 

* *T HAVE of late received feveral of yours, the laft bear- 
^ ing date the 2d of March, which gives me an ac- 
count that Nimuegen is accepted for the place of con- 
grefs, but the feafon feems io be fo far advanced, as pof- 
fibly the armies will be engaged in adion before any 
treaty can be begun ; therefore, in my apprehenfion, it is 
very doubtful whether any peac^ will follow this fum* 

mer. 
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mWi . Thefe few things^ which I have of bufinefs, are 
end6fed in tny letter to Mr. Secretary Coventry ; fo as I 
fhall give you no further trouble, but remain. 

Your moft aiFedionate fervant, 

ESSEX. ■ 

TO MR. THINNE. 

Sm, Dublin Caflrle, March lo, 1674-5^ 

T HAVE writ to Mr. Secretary Coventry by Saturday's 
poftj'which: letters the contrary winds have kept on 
this- fide :tiJU now. I thought it not worth the troubling 
him with another, there being nothing to offer but the 
recommendations of the enclofed letter in behalf of Sir 
Gjuorg? Gilbert; the fubftance. of which he petitioned his 
Majefty for, fome months fince, and had a reference, hi- 
ther.: the matter whereof being confidered, we do not 
find -any inconvenience in granting his-requeft, if it be fo 
modelled as, by the letter, is direded. 

TJjere is one Mr. Glafcock, whom fome of the late 
news-letters tells us, his Majefty was.pleafed to make maf- 
ter.of the reqyefts^ If it be the perfon whom I guefs it 
is, he is one of the commillioners of appeals for the en-- 
di& here^ and, if fo, he now having a fettled place, 
which will require his conftant attendance in England, it 

would^ 
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would be neceflary that I name another in his room : 
and indeed his abfence, fo long as already he has been 
away, is very inconvenient ; for there are, upon the efta- 
bliihment, but three of thefe commiflioners allowed, and 
there muft be two to ad. One of them is a judge, and 
the other Sir William Flower, who is old, and often in- 
firm ; by which means, many times, a quorum is not to 
be got. I defirc you will fpeak with Mr. Glafcock, and 
let him know that the place being in my dilpofe, I have 
pitched upon a perlbn to fucceed him, and to enter upon 
the employment after Lady-day next. I am 

Your moft af£^ionate fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Right Trufty, &c. 

"ITTHEREAS upon the humble petition of Our wcll- 
^ ' beloved fubjed. Sir George Gilbert, knt. alderman 
of Our city of Dublin, in the kingdom of Ireland, fetting 
forth the great want that there is in that Our kingdom 
x>£ the great beam, or common balance, for the conve- 
nient weighing of all merchandizes and other goods in 
the feveral fea-port cities and towns therein ; and by his 
faid petition, mofl humbly praying, that as a mark of Our 
royal bounty and favour. We fhould be gracioufly pleafed 
to grant unto htm and his afligns the fetting up the faid 
great beam, or common balaoce, in the feveral fea-port 
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« 

cities and towns in that Our kingdom of Ireland, for the 
term of fixty-one years: and that he and his afligns 
may be authorized by Our royal grant, to demand and 
"receive all fuch fees and perquifites for the fame, as now 
•are ufually paid unto the keepers of Our great beam, or 
•common balance, in our city of London. And whereas We 
l)eing inclined to favour the faid Sir George Gilbert in 
his requeft, were gracioufly plcafed to refer his petition to 
y«u Our lord-lieutenant of that Our kingdom, requiring 
you to confider the nature and ufcfulnefs of the place 
petitioned for ^ and that if you did judge it conducible 
to Our fcrvice, and the publick good of that Our king^ 
^om, to report to Us your opinion thereupon. 

And whereas you, by your report, bearing date the 
19th of December laft paft, did fignify your opinion, 
that the ietting up the great beam, or common balance, 
in that Our kingdom, for determining of controverfies 
between buyer and feller, about the weight? of merchan- 
dizes, may be ufeful, fb as none be compelled to weigh 
any goods at fuch beam, or common balance ; and that 
no fees be exa<^ed, but only from fuch perfons as fhall 
defire to ,make ufe thereof ; upon confidcration of ali 
which. We, of our princely bounty and wifdom, do here- 
by authorize and require you to caufe letters-patent, un- 
tler the great feal of that Our kingdom, to be granted 
and pailed to the faid Sir George Gilbert and his afligns^ 

R of 
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of .the place, office, and truft of keeper of Our great 
beam and common balance, to be fet up and.ereded by 
him the faid Sir George Gilbert, or his afUgns, in all our 
fea-port cities and towns in that Our kingdom of Ire- 
land, for the term of three-fcore and one years ; and 
that, in the faid grant, the faid Sir George Gilbert, and 
his afligns, be authorized to make, name, and conflitute, 
from time to time, all and every manner of clerks, por- 
ters, fervants, and minifters, of the faid great beam and 
common balance, and of the iron beam and weights 
appertaining to both. And further, that the faid Sir 
George Gilbert, and his afligns, by the faid letters pat- 
tent, be entitled to all and fingular the commodities, 
houfes, advantages, profits, wages, fees, and emoluments, 
that in Our time, or in the time of any of Our progeni- 
tors, Kings of England, are and were due, and accuflom- 
ed, pertaining, or belonging, to the faid office, or keeper, 
of the faid great beam or common balance, or of the 
iron beam and weights belonging to both, in as large 
and ample manner, and firm as ever any perfon or per- 
fons have had or enjoyed the fame in Our city of Lon- 
don, or kingdom of England, to the proper ufe and be- 
hoof of him the faid Sir George Gilbert, or his affigns, 
for and during the time before-mentioned and exprefTcd. 
And you are alfb to caufe to be infertcd, in Our faid let- 
ters patent, a provifion, that none be compelled to weigh 

any 
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any gocfds at fuch great beam, or eommon balance; and 
that no fees be exaded but only from fuch perfons as 
ihall defire to make ufe thereof; and alfo a clauie for 
the eredling the faid office, and all fuch neceflary and 
beneficial claufes, and mn obft antes, as liiay help to make 
the fame efFedtual unto the faid Sir George Gilbert, and 
his afligns ; and in fuch cafes are ufual. And, &c. 
Given, &c. 

TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, March 10, 1674-5, 

"DY your lordfliip's of the 20th of February, Lunder- 
"■-^ ftand his Majefty*s pleafure, that Sir George Hamil- 
ton fhould be permitted to have 500 men out of this 
kingdom to recruit his regiment; but that it be done 
with privacy, in regard, that if notice be taken, the 
Dutch ambaffador would complain. I have fpoken with 
Sir Anthony Hamilton, and diredied him to proceed with 
all fecrecy in the affair, and told him, that if any ac- 
counts ftiould come to me out of the country that men 
were raifing for foreign fervice, I would not ieem to be- 
lieve it However, it depends much upon his difcretion 
to carry his bufinefs prudently, and without noife, which 

R 2 I hope 
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I hope he will do. I find the matter is already fuipedecJ 
in Holland ; for my lord of Thomond tell§, me he hasv 
received a letter from my lord Clare, which I hear he has. 
fhowed to many in town, complaining, that I had hin- 
dered 500 men from entering themfelves into the States, 
fervice, and had imprifoned fcveral of the officers for in- 
lifting them, &c. and that there were now divers officers, 
for fcrving in the French army gone over 6n the like tr^ 
rand, whom he hoped would not be better ufed; Where- 
upon it is paft all peradventure, that notice will be given^ 
by fome bufy perfon or other, of all thatthefe officers do' 
here ; for which reafon, if his Majefty thinks the affair: 
worth a difguife, I can fend and flop fome few of the laft 
who are to take {hipping, and order them to their owm 
homes ; or, after they are all gone, fend for fome of thcib: 
merchants who undertook their tranfportation, and ad- 
monifli them of the crime they have committed, in fend- 
ing away foldiers who produced no licence or pafs from 
me ; or threaten them, if ever I found them in the like 
fault again. I conceive, either or both, thefe courfes will, 
make my late proceedings feem equal j:o both the parties^ 
Your lordfhip may pleafe to fhow his Majefty this letter 
and fend me word how it is approved, or, if any other, 
thing be dire<9:ed. 

Thi? country fufiers much undfer the want of fmall. 

iaoney, legally authorized j^ therefore. I. wi/h the pro-. 

, polala.. 
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pofals concerning it, which I Cent to your lordihip, were, 
fidered, and orders given therein. 

X am your Iordiliip*s 

moft fiiithful humble fervant, . 

ESSEX: 

TO, THE EAJ5.L OF ORRERY. 

M Y. L R Dy Dublin Caftle, March 1 3, .1674-5.' . 

T HAVE yours of the 5th of March, which came ta^ 
^ my hands on Monday laft, but I was then fb full of; 
bufinefs.as I could not return you an anfwer by the lame 

There can be no hazard to thofe tories who have al- 
ready performed fervice, by the judges giving me an ac*- 
count what they have done ; : and for the others, who 
pretend to difcover the harbourers of this fort of people, » 
wJiich I look upon to be a better work than taking even 
the tories themfelves, I think it but reafonable they 
fliould fitft make the difcovery, and then I give the par- 
don; it being more proper that they truft me than LI 
them : and experience alfo hath fhcwed it, . that after fuch 
like men have had their pardon, . they have refufed to > 
have performed what formerly they engaged. The judges , 
have: coders, . in the. enquiry of . this, matter, , to be very / 

tftnderr 
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tender of thofe who have done the leaft fervicc in the 
affair ; and I am fure, it has been my rule, rather to ex- 
ceed in {hewing mercy to thofe who have been inftm- 
mental in bringing the country to quiet, than to do lefs 
than what upon reafonable grounds has been promifed. 
■ Our letters from England, this poft, bring us very lit- 
tle news, only a further confirmation of the parliament's 
meeting, and a probability that a treaty of peace will be 
begun at Nimeguen this winter. 

I am your lordfhip's 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE KING. 

May it please your Majesty, 
1 HAVE received Your Majefty*s moft gracious letter 
for the grant of thirteen thoufand pounds ; which fa- 
vour I do, with all humility and gratitude, acknowledge. 
The money was intended for the purchafe of Eflex- 
houfe, which being a moft confpicuous mark of Your 
Majefty's bounty, and an honour permanent to my fa- 
iftily, would therefore many times double the value of 
the gift J and had thofe whom I employed in England, , 

pur- 
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purfued my diredions,, the purchafe had been made ere 
this ; but they, caufing a moft unneceflary demur, have 
given an opportunity to another perfon to contraa for it, 
which, perhaps, may prevent the placing this favour on 
me in the manner it was defigned. Yet, if Your Ma- 
jefty pleafe to refrain the granting a licence for buildipg 
on new foundations there, the matter may be retrieved, 
and Your Majefty's liberality applied as was at firft pro- 
poied. But if this cannot be compafled, I fhall receive 
Your Majefty's gracious intentions towards me, for fome 
other opportunity ; afTuring Your Majefty, that Your 
favourable thoughts cannot be beftowed on any perfon 
who will own them with a more grateful mind, nor who^ 
with more zeal, doth endeavour to merit the title of. 

The moft faithful 

and moft obedient of 

Your Majefty's fubjeds and fervants, 

ESSEX. 

i I i M 1 1 M 1 ■ { {iH -f4-f M I I I Ml 1 1 1 i W-H-i-HH- 
TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

M T Lord, Dublin Caftlc, March j 7, 1674-5. 

HAVING received a letter of his Majefty's, coun- 
terfigned by your lordihip, for the grant of thir- 
teen thoufand pounds, I muft beg the favour of your 
J lordfliip 
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lordfliip to deliver the enclofed to his Majefty. Whe- 
ther the money can be employed to the ufe it was de- 
figned, my letters out of England make it very doubt* 
fill. Yet, if the garden of Effex-houfc he not permitted 
to be turned into tenements, I am confident the prefent 
contractors muft give up their bargain. The agents 
whom I employ will be more diligent to make the pur- 
chafe of it, if it may be had : and, indeed, the valuing 
of it as a durable mark of honour to me and my family, 
inclines me to defire it more than any other confider- 
ation. 

Here are feveral afiairs relating to this country proper 
to be communicated to your lordfhip, which I (hall re- 
ferve till the next poft ; and with many acknowledgments 
of your lordfhip*s favour, remain 

Your lordfhip*s moft faithful 

and moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

^^ Lor D, Dublin Cattle, March 17, 1674.5; 

T HAVE received your's of the 9th inflant, wherein 

are feveral things relating to this kingdom. The 

commifnoncrs of Cork-houfe, and Mr. Forth, yvho is 

^ here. 
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here, do confidently deny the having fent any money into 
England, and ofier to depofe it upon oath, if thereunto 
required, that there hath not by 500I. been remitted into 
England more money dian by bills hath been returned 
hither. Some among them are great traders, and I am 
confident do employ the money of the farm in trafficlc, 
which is one rea/bn, among others, that they are fo back- 
ward in their payments. As to their accounts, delivered 
in upon <^th, I cannot find any cheque upon them, ei*- 
ther in relation to the cufloms, or imported excife, which 
is the principal thing that ought to be looked into; for 
the farmers officers have, in all the ports, thruft out the 
King's officers firom almoft ading any thing; and the 
patent-officers having their falaries, are willing enough to 
be eafed of the troubles, fince they can get nothing by it. 
And as for the imported excife, thcfe patent officers tak- 
ing themfelves to be only officers of the cuftoms, do, as 
I hear, keep no books at all of it ; fo as Mr. Hayes, the 
comptroller of the revenue here, makes up his accounts by 
the help of the farmers books ; and therefore I can expeA 
no further light by what comes from him. For the 
port of Dublin, I have made Mr. Pledwell, who for 
many years had tjie management of it under the far- 
mers, bring me in an abftrad, and that perfedlly agrees 
with the accounts delivered in. The objeiftions made 
againil thefe accounts I (hould be glad to fee : there 
is one, which is obvious to me, and undeniable, and 

S may 
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may ferve for all, viz. that thcfe farmers offer to ad» 
vance their rent for a new farm near 40,000!. per an- 
num : and yet their accounts all along would make it ap- 
pear that they have been lofers by the prefent farm; 
which are things fb contradidtory, as I know not well 
how they may be reconciled. 

The propofals you mention to me, as from my lord of 
Burlington, &c. of having a commiflion to remedy de- 
fedive titles, is a thing very reafonablc, and that which 
mufl, at one time or other, be done ; but I conceive it is 
n9t yet ieafonable. I am pretty apt to believe, that the 
books which I have cau fed to be compofed, of the difjx>- 
fition of lands in this kingdom, may be the reafbn thajt 
men begin to move this ; but the work being now fb near 
perfeded, I think it were fit fome fpace were allowed, to 
Ae what lands will clearly appear to be in his Majefly's 
pofTeflion ; and fome further time to make difcoverics by 
other ways and means ; after which, fuch a commifSon 
as is mentioned will be neceflary, that there may be a 
final fettlement of all interefts. 

I do not well know what is like to become of the 
matter of Eflex-houfe, but hope it may yet be retrieved. 
His Majefty's letter for tlie grant of the money intended 
for the purchafe thereof, is come; and I have, by this 
pacquet, returned a letter of thanks through my lord- 
treafurcr*s hands. Mr. Cratford, whom I employ in this 
bargaittj. will communicate his proceedings with yourlord- 
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fliip, whom I have found fb ready to do me kindnefles 
of all forts, as I doubt not but you will give him your 
afliftance, and the helps of your advice, in this parti- 
cular. 

I am your Iordihip*s 

moft feithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

' f 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, March 17, 1 67 4-5* 

T A M to acknowledge two of your s of the 6th and 9th 
of March, both which I received the laft week. I give 
you thanks for aflifting Mr. SoUicitor in his pretenfions 
here. The bifliop of Killaloe being lately dead, I have 
herewith fent you the draft of a letter for placing that 
bifhoprick upon Dr. Roan, at prefent dean of Clogher.^ 
He is a very grave man, of good life, and one every way 
qualified to be a bifliop : wherefore, if you pleafe to get 
the letter difpatched, I fhall take it as a kindnefs. This 
city continues ftill uneaiy to one another; but till the 
judges return from their circuits, I can take no pofitiye 
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refolution what is fit to be done in that matter ; which, 
fo fbon as they do, I fhall communicate to you. I am 

Youf mod laithful humble Servant, 

ESSEX. 

This bifhoprick of Killaloe is the loweft of value in 
the whole kingdom. 

TO SIR HENRY CAPEL* 

Dear Brother* Dtiblin <2aftle. Mar. 17, iSy^-p 

T HAVE received your's of the 9th inftant, wherein you 
•■■ mention a requeft of (bme friends of my lord chief- 
juftice Povey ; but, by the circumflances of it, I am apt 
to think you may miftake, and that you mean my lord 
chief-juftice Booth. You &y he is an old man, and ver^ 
infirm; and, therefore, till I know which it is you intend^ 
I cannot tell how to write fuch an anfwer as will be pro- 
per to be (hewed; for, according to the iererai perfons, 
each deferves his feveral charader, and the thing itfelf its 
different confideration. If it be my lord chief -juIHce 
Booth, he is the ableft man in his profeflion we have here, 
and is as good a judge, and, in all refpeds, as worthy a 
man as I have ever known; but is fo miferably oMi^ted 

with 
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with the gout, and othet difeafes, as makes him feldom 
fit to do any buflnefs; and that cau(es me to believe he 
may be the man. Knowing alfo, that he hath an in- 
clination to continue in England ; which, if it be, 
we have another, Mr. Juftice Rcynell, though one of 
the KingVbench, that may well fucceed him, and 
is, inde^, next himfelf, the ableft of all the judges. 
My lord chief-juftice Povey is as honeft a man as any I 
know, but not equal in ability to the other. My appre- 
henfions are, if he fhould be removed, by the folicitations 
of any of his friends in England, (nor can I think 
of any he hath, but Mr. Povey, who, I fuppofe, muft 
work by the duke) that Mr. Juftice Jones, who is the 
eldeft juftice in the King s-bench, will, at the fame time, 
by the duke's means, get a letter to be made chief-juftice, 
which would be a very great mifchief to this kingdom. 
Mr. Juftice Jones purchafed hard for it in the laft vacan- 
cy, and I had feme difficulty to get in another. He hath 
all the popifh intereft earneft for him, being undoubted- 
ly of that perfuafion in his heart, and brings up all his 
children in that religion. Thefe things you are to keep 
to yourfelf My lord chief-juftice Povey being in the cir- 
cuit, I cannot fpeak to him, nor reftify the miftake, it 
there be aBy : therefore I pray you, by the next, let me 
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hear from you who the perfon is you intend, and who 
they arc that recommend him. I am 

Your moft affedionate brother, 

ESSEX. 

TO SIR GEORGE HAMILTON. 

Sir, Dublin Caftk, March 17, 1674-5. 

T HAVE lately received two letters from you, delivered 
"*" me by your brother, who is now gone into the coun- 
try ; and, I hope, will carefully difpatch the bufine/s he 
comes about. I have direded him to be cautious in his 
proceedings, there being many watchful eyes, who are fo 
bufy as to give notice of every thing that is done here. 
What reafonable connivance may be permitted, fhall be 
allowed him ; and I fhould be glad of any further op- 
portunity of (hewing the relpecSt wherewith I am 

Your moft faithful iervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO MR. HUGH MAY. 

CovsiN, Dublin Caftle> March 17, 1^74-5. 

. IV/f R. Edward May, your kinfman, now taking a jour- 
"^ ney into England, I could not let him go without 
telling you how good a man I find him to be. At my 
firft coming over, I recommended him to the formers of 
Gork-houfe for fbme employment under them, which he 
has fo well performed, as«they all give him the charader 
of a very honeft man, and juft in their fervice. If now, 
upon renewing of the farm, it lies in my way to do him 
a good turn, by defiring them to put him in fome better 
place, or any other means he can proppfe, I fball not fail 
to fhew him my kindnefs therein, both upon his own 
account, as believing him a fit perfbn to be employed, 
aiid alfo in regard of the relation he has to you, which 
j(hall ever be refpeAed by 

Your mod affe<aionate kinfman, 
and faithful fervant,^ 

' ESS:EX. 
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TO MV LORD MASSEREEN. 

My Lo R D, Dublin Caftlc, March 20, i^74-5' 

T rlAVE received three of your letters, the laft dated the 
"*■ 1 7 th of March, which gives me an account of my lord 
DonegaIl*s illnefs; and yefterday in the evening, by a 
meffenger from the place, I had notice of his death. As 
to what relates to the tories, Mr. Beecher gave your lord- 
fliip an anfwer, that if they Would enter into iuflicient 
fecurity for their good behaviour for fome little time, till 
they could tranfport themfelves, which fecurity your lord- 
fliip was to approve of, and tranfmit to the clerk of the 
council here ; and that in cafe they failed of performance, 
thofe who were bouiid for them might be profecuted ; 
whereunto was added, as my lord chief-juftice's opinion, 
that if the men would be perfuaded to come in, and ren- 
der themfelves to a trial, they being affured of transporta- 
tion, fliould they be condemned, his lordfhip believed it 
to be- the better courfe. Either of thefe two ways you 
might purfue. My fccretary, Mr. Harbord, is {hortly 
going for England; and I ihall not forget, when he goes 
over, to recommend your cafe concerning the i oooL paid 
to Sir Samuel Morland, which I make no queftion to get 
allowed him: and as for the reducing of your quit-rent, 

Ifliali, 
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1 {hall, in a fliort time, receive inftrudlions to fettle that 
whole affair, and the.n your particular fhall not want its 
<lue confideration* I am 

Your lordfhip's moft affedionate fervant, 

ESSE X* 



TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, March 30, 1675. 

T HAVE received your*s, dated from Newmarket the 
"■" 1 7th inftant, which begins with the intelligence you 
have from abroad. This part feems very myfterious, fo 
as I cannot tell what to make of it ; but I will be watch- 
ful, and try, by feveral ways, what I can difcoyer thereof. 
Sir Maurice Euftace*s petition I have fent to Mr. Attor- 
ney, that himfelf and Mr. Sollicitor, who feem to be com- 
plained of therein, may confult what anfwer to give, 
which I fliall tranfmit fo foon as it comes to my 
hands. 

This pacquet brought us in the fad news of the lofs 
of his Majefty*s yatch in its voyage to Chefter, being 
fplit upon a little rock called the Skerries : it was very 
full of paflengers, and many men of quality; my lord of 
Meath is faid to be loft, and his fon, my lord Brabafon, 
fuppofed to be fo too. My lord of Ardglafs, with feveral 
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others, faved themfelves upon the rock, where they were- 
a day and a night before any veflel arrived to relieve them. 
This firft account is but inaperfed:, fi> as we are not cer- 
tain how many may be laved. The captain of this veP- , 
fbl feemed ta be as careful a man as I have ever known j? 
we hear that himfelf, and moil of his feamen^ are 
drowned. 

About ten days fince the earl of Dbnegal died here :; 
I have given his tcoopto Sir Arthur Chichcfter, who was. 
lieutenant thereof and is now earl of Donegal. Having, 
aothmg further to- acquaint yoa with,. I remain. 

Youp moft faithful humble fervant,. 

C S S £ X» 

■M { i 'l 1 MM I t 1 I I (I 11 i I! i { n I I I ' { 1 \ I { i i \\: 

TO THE LORD RANELA^GHl 

My L o r Di Dublin Caftle, March 30, i S-j^^. 

T HAVE received" your's of the 3pth of Marchj together 
with the letter in Mr. Sollicitor's behalf; and give you 
dianks for your care of him- inv this affair. Ifhould be 
glad that the forms of pafling lands, or monies^ here, were 
intirely fettled;, that fowe might keep to known rules in^ 
l^ufine& of that nature : for I find many men very un- 
•aly,. who bring letters, and have not the fuccefi they e»^ 
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peded ; and I am confident, that when the rule you men- 
tion is eftabliOied, unreafonable grants will not be Co eafi- 
\y obtained. The commifCon for reducing of quit-rents 
has not been forgotten by me ; but, upon examination, 
finding that fome other lands deferve abatements, as well 
as thofe in the lift brought in by capt. Stone, I am ad- 
jufting the matter for the whole : for I would fain have 
the work completely done ; and that the King may have 
a profped of what the abatements will be, before the 
commifiions are fent over. However, I am well alTur- 
ed, that the lands which would be difcovered by the 
books Mr. Taylor is preparing, together with fuch others 
as may be brought into charge upon the fettling of Co- 
naught, will more than make up the abatements : and 
befides, the revenue will likewife, by thefe means, be ren- 
dered certain for the future. A very few days will com- 
plete the enquiry I am to make ; and, by Mr. Harbord, 
who goes the next week, I hope to fend more particulars 
of this bufinefs. 

The b;(hop of Killaloe being lately dead, I have re- 
commended Mr. Dean Roan, a very grave man, and one 
who has the repute from all here to be very deferving, to 
fucceed in that place. I am told, that Mr. Smith, dean 
of Limerick, is endeavouring, by my lord of Ormond, to 
get into this biftioprick. This hint I fend you, that you 
may enquire if it be true; and I doubt not but your lord- 

T 2 fiiip 
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fhiip will ufe your endeavours that I be not baffled in a' 
thing of this nature. Some of my letters from England' 
tell me, that the city have petitioned the King that the 
gardea of Effex-houfe may not be permitted to be 
built into tenements. I prefume the law to be very 
clear in the point, that without his Majefty's licence* 
It cannot be done j fb as I make little doubt but dodor 
Barebone will be forced to give over his work there, 
which if he do, I fhall give orders to lay down 30,000!. 
the money con traded for, within a very few days, a- 
great part whereof is now ready j and, at Mr. Harbord*s 
arrival, he will take care for the reft. I find it neceflary 
to trouble your Ibrdlhip again with this affair, in regard* 
r doubt fbme in England have reported that I would* 
not give fo much ; but fince his Majefly is gracioufly 
pleafed to beflow that flim for this end, I fhall lay- 
down the money immediately, and wait the time for 
the re-payment thereof: yet if yowr lordfhip conceives any- 
thing can be faved to the King by making this bargainj 
(for I am refolved to befkrw the whole of his Majefly *s 
liberality here) I am not unwilling it fhould be done j- 
whereof, if you j^eafe to- give yourfelf the trouble ta 
:^eak to Mt. Thinne once move up(Mi« tliis fubjed, and 
afTure him of my fpeedy payment, in cafe the houfe be 
free for me ta have it, your lordfhip will do me a. great 
feyour. Before this arrives, I prefume you. will have the. 
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news from Chefter, or other places, of the lols of the 
yatch belonging to us here. We are not certain who 
periQied in it; but it is bejieved my lord Meath, and his. 
ion,, my lord Atherdee, with many others,, are drowned. 

I am your lordfhipV 

moft faithful humble Icrvant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

My Lord* Dublin Caftle, April";, 1675; 

"VTESTERDAY I received your's of the 30th of March, 
being the firft pacquet arrived here fihce the lofs 
of the yatch,. whereby we underiland who periflied, and 
who were faved ; which, I conceive, I need not repeat, 
for the particulars, you will have from the coaft on that 
fide. 

As to Eflex-houfe, it will depend, your lordlhip tejls 
me, on that point, whether the King can prohibit the 
building on new foundations. This hath, in all former' 
times, been taken for granted : yet, however, I am forry 
that a concern of mine fhould occafion a difpute of the 
King's prerogative. The Ipoil of the garden cannot be 
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much material, in regard a little money will, I am con- 
fident, put it in order. To as that fhall not hinder me 
from purfuing my intention, in cafe this bargain with Dr. 
Barebone be vacated. 

My lord Conway comes to town this night, and parts 
fpeedily into England. I fhall with him difcourfe the 
, two propofals in your lordfliip*s letter concerning the 
Concordatum monies and penfions ; and upon thefe, to- 
gether with other particulars^ I fliall communicate my 
thoughts to you through his hands. The French recruits 
have had ill fortune ; for though the officers did their 
parts perfedtJy well, in bringing them to a remote corr 
n^r of Kerry without noife ; yet the French ftiips that 
were appointed to take them in, failing many days, 
and when they did come, which was twenty days after 
their time, inilsad of coming to Dingle, came to Kin- 
iale, and there divulged in the town that they came 
to fetch men for the fervice of France ; fo as the of- 
ficers finding the thing grow too publick, have them- 
felv€s, as I hear, difmified moft of their men: I gave 
them all connivance that poflibly I could, feeming pot 
to believe the news for a pacquet or two ; but at laft, 
when it was too much the publick difcourfe, I was 
forced to fend orders to difmifs any of them that fhoiild 
be found in that country. And as thefe orders will be 
juftification enough, that thefe levies were not permitted 
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hy authority, fo I am furc, on the other hand, the very 
officers thcmfelves will clear me to his Majefty, that I 
have allowed them all the fair play in their bufinefi that, 
with decency, they could exped; and that the difappoint- 
ment proceeded purely from the errors committed by the 
commanders of the French ihips» 

i am ypur lordIhip*s 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
TO THE KING. 

Dublin Caftle,.Apra 8, 1675.. 
• May it please took MWjbsttv- 

'T^HE yatch which ulually attended' this place, being. 
•*■ now unfortunately loft, will neceffitate your Ma- 
jefty to fend fome other veffcl to fupply this want:* it 
ought to draw but little water, in regard that every ebb- 
the fliips in this harbour lie all dry upon a- hard land; 
The Mary yatch that is now periflied, was very crazy 
when fhe was caft away, and indeed too weak built for 
thele feas; therefore I humbly defire your M'ajefty would' 
be pleafed to let us have a veflel that may be fit for this 
•mployment,, there being, many pcrfbns of quality often 
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paffing between this and England. Mr. Harbord is fo 
fully inftruded in all matters concerning this country, 
that I need not entertain your Majefty with any thjng 
upon that fubje<a, but (hall leave them to his relation; 
and, with all humility and devotion, fubfcribe myfelf 

Your Majefty's moft faithful, and moft 
obedient fubjed and fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE EARL OF BRISTOL. 

- My Lo R D, . Dublin Caftle, April 8, 1575. 

XT TIT H much fatisfa£tion have I received your lord- 
^ ' fhip*s moft obliging letter, which acquaints me 
with the difcourfe your lordfhip hath lately had with his 
Majefty, concerning the reports of my remove from this 
government; -and tho' your lordfhip is a perfon whom I 
have ever looked upon to be fo true and juft a friend, 
that if I heard nothing from you, I could with all confi- 
dence rely upon your readinefs to do me all kind offices ; 
yet I do affure your lordfhip, that the knowing you have 
pxpreffed a concern for me, is extremely pleafing to me, 
jtpTe being none whofe afFedion I more value than your 
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iordfliip*s, nor whom I fliould be more ready to fer\re, 
when any opportunity ihall arrive, to evidence the reality 
of my being 

Your lordfliip's raoft faithful 

and moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Aprils, 1675. 

Ti/T R. Harbord going over, I have entrufted him with 
■^ "*• feveral things relating to this country, to be com- 
municated to your lordfhip; and among other matters, 
there are two which feem a little extraordinary, and that 
your lordfliip may be more clearly informed of them, I 
have ftated the feveral cafes, and fubfcribed thefe with my 
name : the one is a concern of my lord Maflereen's, for 
the payment of loool. to Sir Samuel Moreland, which 
money, I am fully fatisfied, he did really difburfe upon 
his Majefty's letter; and though it be hard that the King 
muft pay it over again out of his own money, only be- 
caufe the perfons intrufted with the revenue here did not 
timely ftate their accounts and pals them, yet fince this 
lord is really out of fo much money by his Majefty's com- 
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mands, I do not think his Majefty*s favour intended to 
him mifapplied. The other concerns Mr. Corker, where- 
in there feems to be a very foul pradice, to defraud his 
Majefty, and this with the concurrence of a perfon of 
confiderable quality: the thing is known to many people 
in this country by common fame, but that would not 
fatisfy me; and therefore I took feveral examinations up- 
on oath, copies whereof are herewith tranfmitted to your 
lordfliip. There are many other letters for grants, and 
other matters, within the compafe of my private inftruc- 
tions, which Mr. Harbord will prefent your lordfliip with; 
and I fhall attend your lordfhip's fenfe upon them, before 
I proceed further. I did lately fend over to Mr. Secre- 
tary Coventry a copy of a proclamation, prepared here, 
for the railing the value of fome forts of Portugal money. 
I do not well know whether this might not more pro- 
perly come to your lordfliip, in regard the mint, and all 
belonging'to it, is under your charge. If I am miftaken 
in the addrefs, it was purely inadvertency ; and indeed 
had I recolle<aed myfelf, I fliould, at leaft, have given 
' your lordfliip notice of the bufinefs ; but having many- 
other affairs at that time to difpatch, it was clearly out 
of my thoughts : befidcs, I did conceive a thing of this 
nature would of courfe have been communicated to the 
council, where it would have been known to all the privy- 
counfellors. 

One 
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One want we have here, which, if not fupplied, the 
kingdom cannot remain in fecurity ; and that is powder : 
the ftock was very low when I came over, and that little 
that was, periOied powder ; and fince my arrival, which 
is two years and a half, I have only received 500 barrels. 
The ordinary expence for exercifing the army, &c. as 
now it is, amounts to 290 barrels yearly. I have made 
them fpend the perifhed powder for their training, and 
preferved the new, which is good. I muft confefs, 1 do 
not well know where to find money for this occafion : but 
methinks, a thing of fo much moment as this fhould 
not be fcrupled at, tho! a little money were lent out of 
the Englifli revenue, till it could be repaid out of the 
Irifli ; for, doubtlefs, his Majefty will not think it reafon- 
able to run a hazard of this kingdom upon any unfor- 
tunate accident, which may coft fome hundred thoufands 
of pounds to recover again, only for the want of three or 
four thoufand pounds worth of powder. Mr. Harbord will 
{hew your lordfhip an abftradl at what low ebb the ftores 
are ' I have likewife writ to the mafter of the ordnance 
upon the fame fubjed; and, indeed, I cannot but be a 
little earned in a thing of this nature, where there is a 
poflibility of fo mifchievous a confequence. 
I am, with perfed truth, 

your lordfhip's moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

U 2 "^ ^^^^ 
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A ftate of the cafe concerning the fum of loool. by hiV 
Majefty's letters of the 17th July 1674, ordered to be 
allowed the earl of Orrery and lord Maflereen, as paid 
by them, by virtue of former letters from his Majefty, 
to Sir Samuel Moreland. 

m 

"D Y the Declaration and Aft of Settlement, the fbldiers 
•'-^ were to pay to the King half a year's value, and the 
adventurers a year's value of their lands, towards the re- 
lief and reparations of the lofles of fuch as the King fliould 
judge to have aded and fuffered for him. 

The earl of Orrery and the late lord Maflereen were 
made receivers of this money ; who were to pay what they 
fhould receive to the vice-treafurer, by whom the lame 
was to be ifllied out to fuch perfons as the King fhould 
direft. The King granted feveral letters for payment of 
divers great fums of money out of this fund, which did 
very far exceed the money that came in thereupon; and 
among others, by his letters dated the 23d of March 1664, 
direded loool. to be paid out thereof to Sir Samuel 
Moreland. By the ad of explanation, pafled about Oc- 
tober 1 665, this year's value, and half year's value, is diC- 
charged ; and a year'^s rent appointed to be paid by all 
adventurers, Ibldicrs, and others ; which, if it fhould fall 
fhort of 300,000!. it was to be made upfo much, by a tax 
upon the whole kingdom; of which 300,000!. the fum 
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paired upon the former fund of the year's value, and half 
year's value, were to be part. 

The laft ioo,oool. of this 300,000!. is, by the 
aft, ordered to be iffued to fuch perfons as his Ma- 
jefty had appointed the fame, as a reward of their fer- 
vices and fufferings; and, in the firft place, towards the 
payment of the fum of money appointed to be paid to 
the duke of Ormond, or fo much thereof as was in ar- 



rear. 



What was paid upon any letters of the King out of 
the firft fund of the year's value, and half year's value,, 
before the paffing of the explanatory ad,, was regular j 
but after the explanatory aft paffed, no money could be 
regularly paid upon the King's letters out of that fund,, 
becaufe what remained then due upon fuch letters from 
the King, was to be paid out of the laft ioo,oool. where- 
of about 52,.oool. having been received and iflued out 
upon the firft a<a, there remained 48,000!. more thereof 
to be received, out of which the dukeof Ormond was to 
be firft paid what was due to him, being above 48,000!. 
.which he hath fince affigned to the King, and is more 
than all that will come in of that laft i oo,oool. will fa-^ 
tisfy; fo that there was no room left for any of thofe let- 
ters from the King, to come in for any fhare of that mo- 
ney, after the pafling of the explanatory a<Sb'. The lord 
Maflereen produceth acquittances for the laid fum of 
iooqI. by his Majefty's faid letters of the 23d of March. 

jl664^ 
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1664, ordered to be paid to Sir Samuel Moreland, 
which fum hath never yet been paffed upon any ac- 
count to his Majefty ; and the carl of Orrery and the 
lord Maflereen do ftill remain chargeable to his Majefty 
for the fame. Whereupon his Majefty, by his letters dated 
the 17th of July 1674, hath ordered me to examine 
whether the faid fum was really and adlually paid to Sir 
Samuel Moreland, as was alledged ; and in cale the fame 
fliould appear, by acquittances, to be produced, then to 
give orders for allowance thereof; and in cafe fuch allow- 
ance (hall entitle the commiffioners of the treafury to a 
defalcation, then to allow the fame to them upon their 
accounts. Hereupon I have examined the matter, and am 
fatisfied that the late lord Maflereen really paid the loool. 
mentioned in the King's letter to Sir Samuel Moreland, 
but when it was paid doth not plainly appear ; and tho' 
fome acquittances were produced for feveral fums, part of 
the laid loool. dated in 1665, a little before the pafling 
the explanatory ad, yet the acquittance for this 1000 1, 
that is entered in the auditor-general's ofiice, bears date 
the 20th of February 1 666, and- the fame was never yet 
pafled in any account ; and I do not fee how the fame 
can now be regularly placed upon account of tTiat laft 
100,0 col. which, by the explanatory aft, was otherwife 
<lifpofed of ; fo that the lord Maflereen having paid this 
money without procuring any exchequer acquittance for 
the fame, as he migh^, and ought to have done, if he hatJ 

regu- 
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regularly paid it, the earl of Orrery and he are ftill, in 
ftriAnefs of law, chargeable for the fame to the King; and 
this lopol. is legally due from them to the lord Ranelagh 
and his partners : but if the Kfng, in confideration that 
the iaid money was really, and bona fide^ paid to Sir 
Samuel Moreland upon his Majefty*s - letter, his Majefty 
(hall be pleafed to difcharge the earl of Orrery and lord 
Maflereen thereof; then the lord Ranelagh and his part- 
ners are to have a defalcation for fb much from his Ma- 
jefty, and the faid i oool. is not to be placed as any of 
thofe payments, towards fatisfadion whereof that laft 
ioo,oool. was defigned. By his Majefty 's faid letters oa 
the earl of Orrery's and lord Maflercen's behdf^ I ant 
fufficiently authorized to order allowance to be given to 
them of this money, and to allow my lord Ranelagh and 
his partners defalcations for it, which I (hall do, unlefs,. 
upon view of this ftate of the cafe,, fome direction fhall 
come to the contrary. 

,ESSEX. 

A ftate of the cafe concerning foms of money, by his. 
Majefty 's letters of the i7th of January 1674, order- 
ed to be allowed to Sir Richard Bellingham^ 

O IR Richard Bellingham having, by his petition, in- 
^ formed the King,,, that his father, Sir Daniel Belling- 
ham, being deputy to the earl of Oxrery andlord Mafle- 
6 leen' 
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reen, who are receivers of the year's value and half year's 
value, by the declaration made payable to the King by 
adventurers and foldiers ; and being alio at the fame time 
deputy to the earl of Anglefey, (who was the vice-trea- 
iurer of Ireland) he the faid Sir Daniel Bellingham, as 
deputy to the earl of Anglefey, had omitted to charge 
liimfelf with feveral fums of money, amounting to 4208I. 
15s. 3d. which he has, as deputy to the earl of Orrery 
and lord Maflereen, paid into the treafury, for want 
whereof the earl of Orrery and lord Maflereen cannot be 
difcharged of thofe fums upon their accounts, altho' Sir 
Daniel Bellingham had paid the fame by his Majefty's 
and the lord-lieutenant's orders, in manner following: 

To the countefs of Portland in part of 1 000 1. by his 
Majefty's letters of the 15 th of February, 1663, ordered 
to be paid to her out of the year's value payable by 
adventurers and foldiers, the fum of 216 1. fterl. 
To the lord Shannon in part of loool. by his Ma- 
jefty's letters of the ift of March, 1663; ordered 
to be paid him out of the fame fund, the fum of 
22I. And to the earl of Orrery and lord MaflTereen 
1220I. 15s. 3d. upon an account of their fees of 6d. 
per pound, due to them by their patent, as receivers of 
the year's value, (payable to them by warrant of the then 
lord -lieutenant, dated the 20th of March, 1662); to 
the earl of Rofcommon, in part of 350I. by his Majefty's 
letters of the 17th of March, 1663, ordered to be paid 
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out of the lame fund the fum of 2750I. All the laid 
llims amounting to the faid fum of 4208I. 15s. 3d. 

His Majefty thereupon, by his letters bearing date the 
27th of January, 1674, was pleafed to order me to ex- 
amine the faid matter ; and findiog the faid payments to 
have been made in manner above Ipecified, to caufe al- 
lowance to be made thereof, or of- fo much part there- 
of, as Ihall appear to have been fo paid and dilcharged 
by the laid Sir Daniel Bellingham. Whereupon I have, 
together with Ibme others of his Majefty 's commillloners 
of accounts, by examination of witnefles upon oath, 
and by other fuch ways as I could beft inform mylelf, 
inquired into the ftate of that matter; and do find, 
that his Majefty by his letters patent under the great 
leal of En^and, bearing date the ift of October 1662, 
did appoint the earl of Orrery and the late lord vif- 
count MalTereen to be receivers of the year's value, and 
half year's value that by the declaration was payable by 
adventurers and foldiers to his Majefty, who were to 
pay over all fuch monies as they Ihould receive, to his 
Majefty's vice-treafurer of this kingdom ; and were to 
have for their pains 6d. per pound out of all monies 
that they, or their agents, Ihould receive and pay over to 
the vice-treafurer. 

The earl of Orrery and lord Maflerefin appointed Sir 
Daniel Bellingham to be their deputy in the faid office, 
who was alfo at the fame time deputy to the earl of 

X Anglefey, 
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Anglefey, in the vice-treafurer*s office. By the explana- 
tory ad, pafled thereabout Odober 1665, this fund of 
the year's value was wholly difcharged, and a year's rent 
made payable by adventurers and foldiers, which was ta 
amount to 300,000!. or to be made up fomuch by a 
general tax upon the whoje kingdom, whereof the mo- 
nies received by the earl of Orrery and the lord Maffe- 
reen, out of the year's value and half year's value, pay- 
able by the declaration, was to be reckoned to be partv 
and other receivers were by the explanatory aft appointed^ 
to the care of what ihould be raifed thereupon ; and the 
ufes are particularly mentioned in the faid a^ where- 
unto the faid money was to be applied : fo that after 
the paifing of the explanatory aft, no monies receivev^ 
upon the feid former year's value and half year*j» valiie^ 
could be regularly paid to the former ufes TH^iereuntOi 
the firft year's value and half year's value were appointed^ 
but only, in fuch manner as by the explanatory aft'is di<- 
refted. The earl of Orrery and lord Ms^Sereendb now 
fland charged to the King, with the above mentioned 
fumof42o8l. i5s. 3d. or thereabouts, as received by 
them out of the faid year's value and half year's value^ 
whilfl: they continued receivers thereof, over and above 
what they paid into the treafuiy ; from which charge Sir 
Daniel Bellingh'am, being their deputy, was bound by 
recognizance to fave them harmlefs, which he endea- 
voured to d<^ by getting thofe Turns above mentioned^ 

which 
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which he pretends to have been paid by him, allowed 
in difchargc of the faid debt due to the King ; but I 
do not find that any of the fums mentioned in his Ma- 
jefty*s faid letter have been yet pafTed in any account to 
his Majefty. 

And as to the faid fumof 1220I. 15s. 3d. pretended 
to have been paid by the faid Sir Daniel Bellingham to 
the carl of Orrery and lord Maflereen for their fees, I 
find that the fees due for all the money received' upoa 
that fund of the year's value and half year's value, whilH; 
, they continued receivers thereof, did amount to about 
that fum of 1 22oi 15s. 3d; and the duke of Ormond, 
then lord'lieutenant of this kingdom, by his warrant 
dated the 20th of March 1662, did order the vice- 
treafurer to allow and pay to the earl of Orrery, and lord 
Maflereen their fees of 6d. per pound, out of all mo- 
nies that fhould be paid into the treafury by them ; upon 
which warrant the lord Mafiereen, that now is, gave an 
acquittance, without date, endorsed on the faid warrant, 
acknowledging to have received thereupon the laid fum. 
of i22«l. 15$. 3d. for the earl of Orrery and himfelf, 
m right of the late lord Mafiereen, as by the faid war- 
rant and acquittance produced before me doth appear. 
And as to the fum of 21 61. pretended to have been 
paid to the counted of Portland, I find that his Majefty, 
by his letters, bearing date the 5th of February 1663, 
did grant to the faid counted the fum of 47 4.0I. to be 
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paid out of the faid year s value and half year*s value, 
and did dired the earl of Anglefey, then vice-treafurer, 
to make payment thereof j and it appears by certificate, 
figned by Sir Robert Vyner, now lord-mayor of London, 
and attefted by a publick notary, and bearing date the 
16th of March 1673, that he paid to the faid countefs, 
upon the account of Sir Daniel Bellingham, in the year 
1663, the fum of 21 61. and likcwife by affidavit of 
Mr. Edward Corker, that the faid fum was allowed, upon 
account, by Sir Daniel Bellingham to Sir Robert Vyner, 
as paid in the year 1663. Both thefe fums above men- 
tioned, feemed to have been paid before the pafUng of 
the explanatory ad, and fo were regularly paid, and 
ought to have been allowed to Sir Daniel Bellingham, in 
cafe the &id warrants and acquittances had been in due 
time produced by him, upon pafUng his accounts, which 
by his careleflhefs (as is pretended) was then omitted ; 
and it may, as I conceive, be reafonable now to allow 
the faid fums unto him, in cafe his Majefty {hall not 
think fit to take advantage of that omifHon: and in 
luch cafe, the lord Ranelagh, &c. ought to have a de- 
falcation for the feme, in regard the faid fums were 
really due to his Majefly, at the time of their making 
their contract with his Majefty ; and the faid Sir Da- 
niel Bellingham cannot any otherwife than by his Ma- 
jefty *s favour be difcharged thereof And as to the 
fum of 22L pretended to have been paid to my lord 
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Shannon, I find that his Majefty, by his letters, bear- 
ing date the loth of January 1662, did grant to the faid 
lord Shannon the fum of loool. to be paid out of the 
iaid year's value and half year's value ; and it appears by 
his lordfhip's acquittance, bearing date the nth of De- 
cemberi.667, and by his letter to the commiflloners of 
accounts, that the laid Sir Daniel Bellingham did pay un- 
to him the faid fum of 22I. in part of the faid warrant 
for 1000 1. And altho' I am apt to believe the faid 22I. 
was really' paid,- yet the laid money being paid after the 
pafling of the explanatory ad, when the fund out of 
which the lame was appointed to be paid, was dilcharg- 
ed, the faid Sir Daniel Bellingham had no warrant theii - 
for payment thereof j neither ought the faid fum to have 
been allowed to the laid Sir Daniel Bellingham, upon any 
of his accounts, in cafe the lame, upon pafling thereof^ 
had been produced. 

And as to the fum of 2750I. pretended to have been paid 
to the earl of Rofcommoii, I find that his Majefty, by his 
letters, bearing date the 6th of June 1662, did grant to 
the laid earl of Rofcommon the fum of 5 cool, to be 
paid to him out of the year's value and half year's value, 
whereof the faid earl received the fum of J250I. which 
was pafled upon the earl of Anglefey's accounts: knd 
afterwards his Majefty, by his other letters, bearing date 
the 17th of March 1663, did order the remaining fum 
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of 3750I. to be paid to the faid carl out of the year's va- 
lue and half year's value, on the margin of which letter 
there is a receipt under thefaid earl's hand, without any date, 
acknowledging the receipt of 2750 1. upon account of 
that letter. But I being doubtful whether the iaid fum 
was really paid, I examined feveral witnefles upon oath, 
.concerning the paymeiit tjbereof ; and, amoog others, one 
William Howes, agent to the faid earl of Ro^ommon « 
troop, who declared, that about the year 1670, or 1671, 
he did treat with the &id Sir P^niel Beliinghftm, deceafed, 
concerning the balance of an account which was then 
depending between the earl of Rofcommoo and Sir Da* 
ni?l Bellingham; whereupon he believed the faid earl 
was then indebted to the kid Sir J^mel Bellinghaip in 
the fum of 4PO, or 50PI. and that the i^jd Sir Daniel 
Pellingham did thea propofe and o^er to the faid Wil- 
liam Howes, (fuppofing him to be intrvfted with the 
management of the carl's eoucerns) to pay unto the 
faid earl of Rofcommon the fum of SQpk in xaoneyf 
and to difcharge the faid former account, in full ia*. 
tisfaAion, and payment of what was owing to the iaid 
carl by virtue of his Majefty's faid letter for 3750 1. 
And that in 1672 the faid Sir Daniel Belliitgham did 
further propoie and offer unto the faid William Howes, 
about the time of the faid earl's going into France^ 
to give and pay to him, for the ufe of the faid ear], 
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the fum of 500 1. and likewife to clear and difcharge the 
iaid earl of all former accounts, fo as the faid earl would 
aiGgn: over to him the benefit of his Majefty s grant ; 
with which oficr the faid William Howes acquainted the 
faid earl, who then refu^ to accept thereof: and that 
he beliewes that, iince that time, the faid earl hath made 
fome contradr^ or bargain for the fame with Sir Richard 
Bellingham, {on and heir of the faid Sir Daniel Belling^ 
hakxi ; and- believcsallb it was in and for the confidera- 
tion of the fum of 500I.. in regard the faid carl told him> 
the faid William Howes, that the laid Sir Richard Bel- 
lingham was inidebted to him the fum of 500I and that 
B» fbon as he fhould receive the fame^ the faid William 
Howes fhould have coo], in part fatislaAion of what was 
owing* to him for his falaiy; aiid that the other 400 1. 
was defigned td be paid to Mr. Thomas ^ackiett of Dub- 
lin, merchant, to- difcharge a mortgage* upon the faid 
earl's eflate, owing to one lieutenaiSt Wade. 

And the faid Thomas Hackett, being" alio 'examined 
upon oath, declared, that the earl of Rofcommon, being " 
in Dublin about a year fince, and difcourfing with him, 
diefeid Thomas Hackett, concerning a mortgage one lieu- 
tenant Wade had upon part of the faid earl's eflate, told 
him, the faid Thomas Hackett, that he had given order 
and direction for the clearing of it by Mr. Edward Corker^ 
And the faid Edward Corker, who is brother-in-law and 
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agent to the faid Sir Richard Bellinghani) being alfo ex- 
amined upon oath, declared, that he hath heard that the 
faid earl of Rofcommon did exped to have received 40oh 
of Sir Richard BelUngham, and that the fame was to have 
been paid to Mr. Thomas Hackett ; but that he the faid 
Edward Corker never made any fuch contrad or bargain: 
with the faid earl, neither was the faid 400I. overpaid; 
but that the original letter for payment of 3750L to the 
faid earl, was found amoi\g Sir Daniel Bellingham*s pa* 
pers, at the time of his death. 

And one Mr. Jeremy Hall being alfo examined upon 
oath, declared, that about a year and a half, or two years 
fmce, difcourfing with William Howes about the faid 
3750I. payment to the faid earl of Rofcommon, he told . 
the faid William Howes, that he heard the faid William 
Howes, or the faid earl, had made an agreement about 
the faid warrant ; to which the faid William Howe^an- 
fwered, yes ; and that he thought it was a good agree- 
ment, for that 500I. was better than nothing. And he 
alfo, about five or fix months fince, afking Mr. Thomas 
Hackett, whether the 400I. owing by the faid earl to 
lieutenant Wade, was paid ? He anfwered, no ; -but that 
Mr. Corker was to pay my lord Rofcommon 500I. out 
of which lieutenant Wade was to have 400 1. and Mr. 
Howes was to have the other lool. 
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And Thomas Taylor, comptroller of the treafury un- 
der the lord Ranelagh, &c. being alfo examined concern- 
ing the faid matter, declared, that in the year 1669, he 
was deputy-receiver to Sir George Cotterell^ then vice- 
treafurer of Ireland, and that he remembers to have feen 
a copy of a letter from his Majefty for the payment of a 
certain fum of money to the earl of Rofcommon, to be 
paid out of the half year's value 5 and that the payment 
thereof being propofed unto him, the laid Thomas Tay- 
lor, he refufed to make good the fame, without a parti- 
cular diredion for that purpofe from the faid Sir George 
Cotterell, there being no fund for the fame. 

Upon all which, I am not latisfied that the faid 2750I. 
was ever really paid to the faid earl of Rofcommon ; and 
that if the fame had been paid, yet it was paid many 
years after paffing the explanatory ad, when the fund 
out of which it was appointed to be paid was difcharged; 
and the faid Sir Daniel Bellingham had no legal warrant 
for the payment thereof to the faid earl, nor can reafon- 
ably be thought to have ventured the payment of fb 
great a fum, without any warrant or authority to juftify 
the payment thereof. 

ESSEX. 
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TO SIR THOMAS CHICHLBY. 

Si ft, Dublin Caftle, April 8, 167$^ 

T HAD fooner returned an anfwer to your*s of the 28th 
•^ of January, which came to my hands the 27th of 
February, had not the journey of my fecretary, Mr. Har- 
bord, been fo near, as to give me the conveniency of 
fending it by him, who may alfo clear fbme things by 
difcourfe, in cafe the remarks I have put in the margin^ 
to each particular in the paper, be not fufHciently explain- 
ed. The expence will be confiderable to repair, or new 
build, thefeveral ftorc-houfes in each g^rrifon, they being> 
as you obferve, all of them fo abfblutely ruinous ; befide^ 
the conftant charge which is neceflary to be fpent within 
this office, viz. five thoufand pounds per annum, is, I fear, 
more thaii we fhall get upon the new eftaUiOiment^ 
Tho*, for my own part, I think no money better laid 
out than this, yet I make no queftion, when we have a' 
parliament here, which I hope may he within fomc rea- 
fonable time, we fhall then have a fupply for fo neceffary 
a work. I muft further tell you,, that there is not one 
company of foot in the whole army armed as they ought;, 
ib, as indeed of neceffity, they muft be all new armed 
throughout : but that which we moft want, and indeed 
cannot be without, is ibme provifion of powder, for our 
ftofes are now exceeding low. 
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Of theie particulars Mr. Harbord will di(c6ur{e imh 
you at large ; dierefore I (hall £iy 00 more at prefent^ 
but remaiu with perfed truth,-. 

Your moft faithful humble iervanty . 

ESSEX. 

Right Honourable, 
A ceo R DING to your honour*s orders and direc* 
J^^^ tions, concerning the ftores and ammunition re- 
maining in Ireland, and what is moft fit to be done 
therein, I have examined the remainder taken by my 
Ton and Mr. Robinfon this laft fummer; and having di^ 
courfed the whole afiair with them, I do humbly certify 
that the want is very great of all manner of ftores, efpe* 
cially of a good marching train of artilleiy, which an 
eflablifhed army cannot be without ; and there will be 
a great quantity of arms and ammunition wanting in 
the publick ftores and in the fettled garrifbns, which his 
Majcfty no doubt will caulc to be fupplied for the iafety 
of that kingdoft), as faft as his revenue will admit. But 
before your honour can prefent any certainty thereof to 
his Majefty,. or thofe proportions or eftimates can be 
made (according as your honour has refblved), you will 
pleafe to acquaint his excellency the lord-lieutenant of 
Ireland, and receive . his judgment and opinion, both as 
to the general fupply of ftores to the publick magazines 
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and garriions, as alfb to the particular annual repairs^ 
and fuppKes and niaintenance of the officers and under- 
oiBcers of the ordnance, which, if your honour pleafeth^ 
maj foe comprized under theie heads : 

I. The places which are to be fupplied with maga- 
zines of war, and the building and. repairing flore^houfes; 
there. 

II» The quantity of guns and ammunitioa fit to be 
laid up in fuch places^ 

. Ill* The Aores for the feveral garrifonsy and what thofe 
gairiibns muft be, and how many. 

IV. Tlk yearly fupply of powder, arms, and match> 
and how the fame may befl be done, and where, and 
how to be managed, fo that the chief of the government 
of Ireland may know what is imported or exported. 

V. The annual charge for repair of ftore-houfcs, gar- 
lifons, platforms, cleanfing of arms, 6cc. 

VI. And laftly, the charge of the officers and under- 
officers of the artillery, and the payments of the monej' 
for the whole expence. 

Refblutions on the foregoing heads» 

To the fiiil. Londonderry is a much fittter pface for 
the^ore of the province of Ulfler than Knockfergus. 
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It were alfo convenient that there were one florehoufe 
Diore at Athlone, it being the center of the kingdom, 
and, of all others, the moft proper place to keep a ftrong 
body of men cbnftantly together. 

To the fecond. It is conceived, that one marching 
train of artillery may be fufficient, and that to be at 
Dublin, confiding of twenty brafs guns, &c. as is here 
propofed. ; which number of guns may be enough, ia 
regard the people of this countfy are not fo well /killed 
in affairs of war as in other phces ;. and by experience 
of the laft war it was found that a few field-pieces^ 
feemed very terrible to them, (o as the expence of the 
other marching trains may be {pared. 

It is very convenient, and indeed necefiary, that there 
were always a.ftore of io,oqo arms at Dublin; and at 
Limerick, Galway, and Londonderry 1 500 each, as alia 
2000 arms at Athlone. 

To the third. Twenty guns feems too many for Car-^ 
rickfergus, the place being much lefs confiderable than is 
imagined in England ; ten may be a competent number. 
Cork is omitted, which being the fecond city of Ireland,, 
and a port town, it were convenient there were alfo ten or 
fifteen guns mounted. It may likewife be obfervcd by the 
map, that there is too great a trad of land in the north- 
weft of Ireland left unprovided of any ftanding garrifon,. 
it being fix fcore Englifli miles between Galway and 
Londonderry J and tho' there were many little forts built 
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in that country by the EngliQi, it being very much 6f it 
a wild and boggy part, and inhabited by the moft unor 
viiized Irifh, which forts, in time of trouble, are liable 
to furprize ; it may therefore be neceflary for his Ma- 
jefty's fervice, to flight them all, eftablifh one ftrong 
garrifon in that country, for which purpofe Sligo is con- 
ceived the moft convenient place, where there are al- 
ready fcveral guns. If it be 'conceived too expenfive to 
have fo many guns mounted here (provided there be the 
marching train in Dublin) they may beft be fpared in the 
towns following. Dublin will need no more than eight 
or ten for firing upon folemnities or feftival days; Drog- 
heda needs none but two or three for the like occafion ; 
Kilkenny the fame ; Cork the like : but in all the other 
places, as Waterford, Duncannon and Paflage, Kinfale 
and Rincorian, Limerick, Galwick, Athlone, London- 
derry, Culmore, Carrickfergus, Charlemount and Sligo, 
they are abfolutely neceflary. 

To the fourth. See the eftimate of the proportions of 
powder, match, and ball, as are allowed to the prefent 
army, which is fomething too narrow a proportion. 
Match, cannon bullet, and leaden bullet, as alfo pikes, 
may be cheaper had in Ireland than from England. The 
law already here is, that no powder' or arms be permit- 
ted to be landed or fold in Ireland but by the lord-lieu- 
tenant's licence. Some rules may be agreed upon with 
the mafter of the ordnance fot the execution of this. 

To 
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To the fifth. That there ought to be another ftore- 
houfe built in Dublin is moft neceffary, as alfo, that there 
were a better powder-houfe ; but then it were conve- 
nient that thofe flood within fomG fort, or place that were 
defenfible ; it being a fhame to fee the ftores of a king- 
dom fo- liable to furprize as they are, and have always 
been. If his Majefty ihould think fit to proceed in the 
defign of building a fort-royal on the ftrand near Ringfr 
end, as was defigned by P. Bernard de Goine, it is, doubt- 
lefs, the only proper piece of ground where a fort can 
be built, fo as to be relieved by fea ; but, it is conceived, 
that for a ftore of arms the fea air will be very prejudi- 
cial : therefore' it is ofiered to confideration, whether a 
lefier fort may not be built upon fome advantageous 
place on the land,^ purpofely to fecure the ftore» and 
powder ; in the mean time, that a ftore-houfe be built or 
the ground in the Caflle, where the former ftore-houfe 
ilood in the lord Berkley ^9 time ; and that the new pow- 
der-houfe be fenced with a good wall of convenient 
height, with fbme fiankers, as well as the place will 
bear ; that three or four files of men may coodantly lodge 
within, to keep it from furprize. 

Anfwer to the Refolutions^ 

I. As to the firft, your honour has formerly relblved, 
that there fhould be four places only for lodging the 
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trans of artiUery and fiores of war for the four pro- 
vinces, viz. Dublin, Limerick, Gaiway, and Knockfer- 
gus, or at fuch places, inftead of any of thofe, as his 
excellency and council in Ireland fliall think moft fit, as 
at Londonderry inftead of Knockfergus ; tho' the latter 
will be more convenient for his Majefty's fhippingto come 
to, and to be fupplied with more (peed if need fhould 
require. 

II. That at Dublin there be a train of artillery, 
mounted and fit for fcrvice, of twenty brafs guns, viz. 
ten for battery, and ten for the field, four mortar-pieces, 
and two petards, ten thoufand arms, and all other pro- 
vifions of war anfwerable to fuch a train. 

III. At Limerick, Galway, and Knockfergus (or at 
any fuch other place as fliall be thought moft convenient, 
inftead of any of thofe) there be at each a marching 
train of ten brafs guns, whereof four for battery, and 
fix for the field) two mortar-pieces, and two petards, with 
fifteen hundred arms, and other provifions anfwerable to 
fuch a train ; fo that in all there may be fifty brafe pieces 
ready for fervice, and may be had either already caft in 
Ireland, or by new carting if need be. There are re- 
maining thirty-three places where Ibme ftores now are, 
and formerly have been garrifons ; but your honour will 
not think it is fit to maintain all thofii, but will defire 
his excellency and councirs opinion what arc to be 
flighted, and what kept. The moft confiderable places 
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your honour has had reported to you, and here is pro- 
pofed the names of places, and what great guns each 
place might have mounted, which his excellency may al- 
ter as he pleafeth ; viz. At Dublin twenty guns to be 
mounted on flanding or fliip carriages ; at Drogheda ten, 
at Kilkenny ten, at Duncannon and Paflage fifteen, 
(whereof ten culverin, or bigger guns, to be ient from 
London) at Kinfale fifteen, Rincorian thirty, Limerick 
fifteen, Galway thirty, Athlone ten, Londonderry and 
Culmore twenty, Carrickfergus twenty, Charlemount 
ten, in all two hundred and nineteen guns, which may 
moft be had in Ireland, but the carriages moftly, and 
gunners (lores, will be wanting. 

By thefe guns (with your excellency and your ho- 
nour's approbation, after his Majefty*s pleafure declared) 
there muft be proportions and eftimates drawn and made 
accordingly, to fuch number of guns as fhall be agreed 
on (having refped to the ftores already in being), and the 
chief gunners at each place muft indent for the fame. 

IV. There will require a yearly fupply of powder and 
match for the army and garrifons, and for the whole 
kingdom of Ireland, for his Majefty's fervice, in lieu of 
what fhall be fpent, and what fhall decay. It would be 
very. convenient that there fliould be a ftore-houfe, and 
places thereto belonging, built near Dublin, elfe the 
decayed powder mufl be fent into England and changed, 
which the former would prevent. And to the end that 

Z his 



Digitized by 



Google 



lyo L E T T fi R S O F 

his excellency and future governors of Ireland fhould af.- 
ways know what powder or arms there are received in, or 
difpofed of, to the fubjeds in Ireland, or otherwife, your 
honour will pleafe to propofe to his excellency, that no 
powder or arms fhall be fold in Ireland, but fuch as (hall 
come from England (or arms made in Ireland) which 
fhall be imported at no other places than Dublin, Knock- 
fergus, Londonderry, Galway, Limerick, Kinfale, Cork, 
and Waterford ; and that his excellency fhall be informed 
at all times of the landing of the fame, by the officers of 
the ordnance in Ireland, and not to be fold but by his 
excellency's order ; with other rules to the cuflom and 
officers of the ordnance, as his excellency and your ho- 
nour fhall agree on. 

V. Concerning the annual charges of repairs of ftore- 
houfes, garrifons, platforms, cleaning of arms, carriages, 
&c. it cannot be afcertained till fuch time as it be refblved 
what places and garrifons will be pitched on by his ex- 
cellency and your honour. The great flore-houle of 
Dublin, no doubt, mufl be new built, and the powder- 
houfe repaired ; and unlefs there be good care, and an- 
nual repairs made to all the refl of the flore-houfes and 
garrifons, all the provifions aforefeid will be lofl and 
ruined ; and this having, been utterly negledted formerly, 
is the only caufe that there are fuch great wants at thi* 
tiinc. There will require 500 barrels of powder each 
year to be fent into Ireland for the expence of the army 
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andgafrifons ; fo that I judge 5000I. per annum, will be 
the leaft fum that can be required for thefe purpofes. 

VI. Concerning the eftabliihment and prefent falaries 
of the officers of the ordnance and gunners, it is truci 
before my lord of Eflex went into Ireland, your honour 
drew up fuch propofals as you thought fit to prefent to 
his Majefty, and did reduce the Salaries from 2 1 77I. to 
near upon 15 col. per, annum, but fo that the overplus, 
viz. 67 7I. per annum, ihould have been left free for en- 
couraging thofe that did well, paying travelling-charges, 
and to have been employed in repairs of arms, &c. but 
my lord Ranelagh finding thofe papers in Sir James 
Shaen's hands, reduced the lalaries without any fuch con- 
fideration. And as for the money, whatfoever it fhall 
be, your honour has declared, that if you may, you will 
iiave it in fome good hands depofited as it fhall come due, 
Tcady to be paid to fuch ufes asdefigned : and that there- 
fore there may be a treafurer and paymafler for that fer- 
vice only, to receive and pay the monies according to 
orders, and for his pains and car-e to take 3d. in the pound 
at the moft, which your honour will leave to his excel- 
lency's approbation : and I believe fuch a man may be had. 
Thefe being the chief parts to be confidered of, and 
wherein your honour will defire his excellency's judg- 
ment, and thereupon come to a refolution, it will follow 
then, that your honour will propofe fuch rules and orders 
to his Majefty, to be by him confirmed and eflablifhed, 
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as may not only as well afcertain the prefent eftablift- 
ment for falaries (your honour having declared not to ex- 
ceed the prefent 1500I. per annum) as the future govern- 
mient of the officers and members of the ordnance : all 
which I fubmit to your honour's pleafure, ever being 

Your honour's mofl: obedient fervant^ 

JONAS MOORE. 

An ESTIMATE of one yeais expence of powder, 
match, and ball, out of the feveral ftores in Ireland to 
the army, according to the number of troops and com- 
panies, and other accidental occafions. Anno 1674. 



To the life guard of horfe — ^ 

To 24 troops ■■ . — — 

To the royal regiment — — — 

To 74 companies of foot — — 

To the gunners at Dublin, for firing the great guns 
on the 23d of April, 29th of May, and 23d of 

Oftober — — — 

The great guns areufually fired at the arrival of the 
chief governor; at the death of any general ofB- 
cerj atfeftival days in divers garrifons rpund the 
kingdom ; firing at fhips. not flriking at forts, 
and faluting of frigates, &c alfo for extraordi- 
nary fervice, fuch as tories alarms, &c. all which 
is eltimated at per annum — — 

Total of one year's expence — — — — 



Barrels of 
Powder. 


Bundlci 
Match. 


Barrels of 
BaUi. 


4 

24 

36 

145 


27 
296 ■ 


4 

148 


ifl 


I half 




^0 


30 


10 


290 


398 

Tun hu. 

9& 19 


i8d 

Tun ba. 

9&6 
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TO THE KING. 

. Dublin Caftle, April lo, 1675.. 
May it n.ease yauR Majesty, 

Ayr Y lord Conway, who prefents your Majefty with 
this letter, is a perfon that underftands this coun- 
try well, and is very affedionate to your Majefty *s fer- 
vice. He hath feveral things to acquaint your Majefty 
with, concerning affairs here, when your Majefty (hall 
pleafe to give him an opportunity. I fhall not, there- 
fore, prefurae to enum^ate any particulars, but leave 
them to the account he fhall give your Majefty^ and're- 
main with all humility. 

Your Majefty *s moft faithful, 

and moft obedient fubjed and fervant^ 

ESSEX. 
TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Si R, Dublin Caftle, April xo, 1675. 

'T^HE laft week I received advice of a veflel come in- 
"■' to a creek about twenty miles weftward of Kin- 
Me,, which being vehemently fufpeded to be ftolen from. 
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the right owners, I knmediately fent down orders to capt. 
London, commander of the Norwich frigate, to ufe his 
bcft endeavours to feize this fhip, which he has fince 
done ; the particular circumftances whereof the enclofed 
will inform you. She proves to be a Ihip of Hamburgh, 
laden in Holland, and bound for France ; wherefore, if 
you pleafe to acquaint the ambafladors of Holland wherie 
flie is, that thofe wljio have fliares in her may fend over 
to take care of the goods, the ordinary forms of reftor- 
'Jng them (hall be purfued The enclofed will likewife 
make known to you how barbarouily the perlbns, who arc 
now in her, hav£ murdered the fcamcn ; and this them- 
felves confefs. I have confulted his Majefty's council, 
who tell me, that I need not a letter from England for 
the trial of them ; but that a commiflion of oyer and ter- 
miner may be iflued of couife, which (hall be done. I 
am to acknowledge two of your's of the 30th of March, 
and 3d of April; and give you thanks for the letter in be- 
lialf of Mr. Dean Roan. I have alfb, with the laft of 
yourX received his Majefty's commands concerning the 
corporations, which I fhall carefully purfue. The mat- 
ter you mention to have been difcourfed of in council, 
I have direded Mr. Harbord (who this day fets fail for 
England) to clear to you; and, in the mean time, I deiire 
you to continue the belief of my being, with perfed truth 
and efteem, 

Your moft faithful humble fervdnt, 
4. ESSEX. 
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TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

Mv Lord, Dublin Caftle, April lo, 1675. 

TV/TY lord Conway, now going over, will eafe your 
•*■-*■ lordfliip of the trouble of a large letter from me, 
upon many particulars relating to this kingdom; the ftate 
whereof his lordfliip fo well knowing, and being a perfon 
really devoted to his Majefty's fervice, and one whom I 
have a great aflurance of his friendfliip and affection, both 
to your lordfliip and myfelf, you may, as I 'conceive, 
fafely rely upon fuch reprefentations as he fliall make of 
matters here : wherefore there is only one concern which 
I fliall fill this letter with, and that is relating to the re- 
venue, leaving all others to his narration. The prefent 
farm drawing now fb near an end, it were but reafon- 
able thofe methods were fbon concluded on, which fliould 
be taken after the expiration thereof. Some former let- 
ters of mine acquainted your lordfliip with my opinion, 
that putting it into farm again were mofl fit for his "Ma-r 
jefty*s profit. And, I muft confels, I do ftill remain of 
the fame mind ; but in regard we have an eypedation of 
a parliament here, and hope there will be fome increafes 
made to his Majefty'a intereft, it may therefore leem fear 
the prefent more convenient to keep the revenue fome 
time in his Majefty's own hands ; and fo foon as the in- 
tended parliament hath met, and granted their fupplics, 
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that then both be let together ; for the advance we hope 
for in the revenue being principally upon the encreafe of 
the cuftoms on feveral commodities, if the cuftoms that 
now are be lett to one pack of men, and thp new im- 
pofitions on the fame commodities tb others, it will caufc 
fo much confudon and difpute, and will raife fo many 
queftions between them, as will much hinder the profit 
to both : and if it fhould be let to thofe who are in pof- 
feffion of the farm, they will hardly be induced to give 
the full value of the new improvements. If any refo- 
lution be taken to keep it in his Majefty's hands for one 
y£ar, or tho' but for half a year, it muft doubtlefs be 
managed by commiflioners. The principal thing to be 
apprehended in the management is^ that men will more 
eafiiy get letters of gifts, than whilft it is in farm, and 
particularly for the remittal of their quit-rents. But for 
thofe mattel-s we muft guard ourfelves as well as we can; 
and fome rules may be offered to his Majefty's confidera- 
tion, to reftrain the too eafy paffing away of money. 
And as for the quit-rents, which are in moft danger, I 
ihall be able very fpeedily to reduce them to a certainty, 
and by diminifhing them upon all thefe lands which are 
overcharged, leave no juft ground to complain of this 
burthen. "My lord Conway will be prepared to difcourfe 
with your lordfhip upon this fubjed, and to (hew you 
the methods I take in the work ; and tho' the fum put 
out of charge will be fome thoufands of pounds a year, 
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yct,when it is confidered, that it is taken ofF fuch lands 
where it cannot be colleded, or, at leaft, not without 
"waftrng them, none can think his Majefty's income pre- 
judiced by fuch reducements. Befides, the land which 
we fliall (iifcover, and thofc other in Conaught, upon the 
fettlement of that province, being brought into charge, 
which, as yet, they have not been, will more, I am fure, 
than compenfate the fum now ftruck out. The next 
thing to be provided for is, that the eftablifhment do con- 
tinue the fame as now it is, only with thofe additions for 
eafing the fheriffs, which are already publiflied to the peo- 
ple by proclamation. And tho* I am confident the reve- 
nue will now more than difchargeit, yet .while it is in the 
King's own hands, it would fure to be within bounds ; 
whereby his Majefty in the end can become no lofer. 
Thefe things being taken care of, I fee no prejudice it 
can be tc retain for fome time the revenue in his Ma- 
jefty*s hands : and if fit men be pitched upon for cdm- 
miflioners, there is no reafon why we fliould not make 
as much of it as the ^rmers have done : and befides, , 
,this benefit will arife, that we fliall better know what 
the worth of it is againft it comes to be lett. I think 
I have almofl broke my promife at the beginning of 
this letter, that I would not trouble your lordfliip 
with a long one, and therefore it is time to con- 
dude, which I cannot yet dp without giving your 

A a lord' 
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lordfhip the afTurance, that I am, with all finoerity 
imaginable, 

Yom* lordfhip*s 

moll ^ithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Here i« one Sir John Cole, a man of a good competent 
eftate in this kingdom, who may probably be propofed 
to be a privy-counfellor. I know the gentleman well; 
he is a very honed man, and one I fhould be willing 
were of that number. 

TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

My Lo & d, Dublin Caftlc» April lo, 1675^ 

T HAVE confidered of the two propofals of your let- 
■•' ter; as to the firft of them, which is laying afide the 
cafual revenue for concordatums, I do fully approve 
thereof, and it may in many refpeds be convenient. As 
to the other concerning penfions, I likewife agree with 
you in the method that they be in a lift diftind from 
the other eftabli(hment, that if any failure of the reve- 
nue fliduld happen, the retrenchments may fall upon 
them ; but methinks fome refped ought to be had to the 
jiature of the feveral penfions, if any of them are paid 
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upon valuable confiderations, as that of the counteis of 
Tyrconnel, and that to the late carl of Donegal, which 
were upon the account of purchafe, and not payments of 
mere grace and favour : beiides, the fum feems very large 
you have propofed by way of limitation, viz. not to ex- 
ceed ten thoufand pounds per annum. I obferve in the 
firft eftablifliment after his Majefty*s reftoration, the pen- 
sions were but 3329]. ids. per Annum; in that of the 
year /666, they are 331 3 1. 78. 6d. and in that of 
1669, 3214I. 7s. 7d. and no more, tho* a penfion be 
therein included of 1200I. per annum to my lord John 
Berkley, which, I believe, was never pai(i ; and why 
they (hould now be fwclled to this height of ten thou- 
fand pounds per annum, I do not well underftand, efpe- 
cially when there is fo great a need of money for fup- 
plying the ftorcs of the kingdom, and I do alfo fear his 
Majefty will hardly be out of debt at the expiration of 
your lordfhip's undertaking; befides, it is to be appre- 
hended, that when a parliament fhall meet, the large- 
nefs of penlions may be one of the things objeded againft 
the fupplying of his Majefty's wants. 

My lord Conway will difcourfe both thde and other 
particulars with your lordfhip at large, fo as I need fay 
no more, but remain 

Your lordftiip*s 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
Aa 2 
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Sent by the lord Conway, a copy of the propofals made 
by the earl of StrafFord, duke of Ormond, and earl of 
Effex, at their coming into Ireland, being the fame 
verbatim. 

As alfo thefe two following papers concerning the no- 
minees, and concerning the charters to corporations. 

By the Declaration, there were thirty-eight peribns in 
a particular manner provided for, to be reftored in their 
whole eftates, after reprisals firfl fet out to adventuress 
and foldiers, who were in pofl^flion thereof; moft of 
thoie perfons, cither by being adjudged innocent, or by 
particular proviibes contained in the A<5k of Settlement on 
their behalf, have been reftored to their eftates^ and are 
in pofleflion of them. 

By the A€t of Explanation, all the reft of thofe thirty- 
eight perfc»is, who had not upon the £rft ad been re- 
ftored to their eftates, together with as many more as 
make up in all fifty-four perfons (who are commonly 
called Nominees) are provided for, to be reftored by the 
commif&oners for executing the iaid adl to their feve- 
ral principal houfes, and two thoufand acres of land 
thereunto adjoining, if they or their anceftors. had (6 
much as two thoufand acres on the 2 2d of 0<9:ober 1 641. 
And the adventurers and foldiers who were to be removed, 
to make way for their reftitution, were to be firft fatif- 
fied by fome other forfeited lands^ to be fet out to them 
8 by 
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by commiflioners for execution of the faid a<5b, equal in 
value, worth, and purchafe to the houies and lands from 
which they fhould be renioved ; and the perfbns then in 
poflefHon were to detain the profits of the laid lands, un- 
til the i^id comnniflioners fhould have fet out reprifals to 
them ; and all perfonswho, after reprifals fet out to them 
by the commiiHoners, (hould refufe to accept of fuch re- 
prifals, were to be accountable for the profits of the land& 
to the perfbns who ought to be reflored thereunto, from 
the time of fetting out fuch reprifals. 

Many of thefe nominees are in pofiefHon of all the 
lands whereunto they were to have been reflored by the 
faid ad, others of them are only in poflefHon of part of 
their faid lands ; fomer of them hold lands in Conaught, fet 
out unto them upon their tranfplailtation in the ufurper's 
time, and fome of them are reflored to little or no part 
of their former eflates, the commiflioners for executing 
the faid aft liaving not fet out any reprifals to the per- 
fons in poflefHon of the lands, whereunto they were to 
have been reflored by reafon of the claufe (page 1 1) of 
the explanatory ad, that they were required to take care 
that the eflates and interefls of his Majefty's proteflant 
fubjeds fhould be fettled with all convenient fpeed,. and 
that fuch parts, of the faid aA as had a tendency there- 
unto, fhould be put in execution in the firfl place,, and 
before any parts of the faid a£t which relates to other 
matters; 
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Such of the fifty-four perfons, who by the Declaration 
were to have been reftored to their whole eftates, can only 
pretend now to be reftored to their principal houfes, and 
two thoufand acres adjoining thereunto, by reafon of a 
claufe (page 8) of the explanatory ad, that all fuch per- 
fons who had not then been adjudged innocent, are bar- 
red and excluded from all and fingular claims and de- 
mands not particularly allowed and provided for by the 
faid explanatory ad ; and alfo by another claufe (page 51) 
all claufes in the Ad of Settlement which do not con- 
fift with the efFedual execution of the explanatory ad, 
are thereby repealed. 

Concerning the fatisfadion of fuch of the nominees, 
who are yet deficient of the provifion made for them, 
thefe matters may feem to be moft confiderable. 

I. Whether fuch of the Nominees who are now out 
of poffeflion of the lands whereunto they were by the 
faid ad to have been reftored, can now be legally re- 
ftored ? In regard thofe perfons in poflefTion thereof, were 
by the ad to have been reprifed by the commifConers for 
executing the faid ad, and have pafted certificates and 
patents of thofe lands, with faving of the nominees 
rights after they fhould be reprifed by the commiflioners 
for executing the faid ad, which being all particularly 
named in the faid ad (page 108), and three years being 
the utmoft time allotted to them for the execution of the 
faid ad, which are long fince elapfed ; whether any 
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other perfons can now be appointed as commiffioners, to 
fet out reprilals td the perfons now in pofleffion of any 
part of the faid nominees eftates, fo as the faidn nominees 
may be able to recover their eftates from them, in cafe 
they fhaH refufe to accept of fuch reprifals ? 

II. Whether the iaid nominees may not have part of the 
undiipofed forfeited lands that fhall be difcovcred, granted 
to them, in fetisfadion of the provifion defigned for 
them by the iaid aft, before all the proteAant interefts 
provided for by the laid ad arc firft fatisfied (whereof 
many are yet deficient); or whether, that claufe requiring 
the proteftant interefts to be firft iatisfied, was to be con- 
conftrued only to extend to the commifilonen appointed 
for executing the laid a<a, and to be in force only dur- 
ing the time of their fitting, and not to oblige the 
King as to the diftribution of the forleited lands yet un- 
difpoied of? 

III. Whether fiich of the iaid Nominees, who now en- 
joy lands in Conaught or Clare in lieu of their former 
eibtes, ought not to accept thereof towards iatisfadion of 
the provifion which, by the explanatory ad, was made for. 
them? 

IV. There being by a claufe (page 127) of the iaid a<a 
of explanation, one year's rent appointed to be paid out; 
of all the lands reftored to any papift, by any decrees of. 
the late commiffioners for executing the ad of iettlement,, 
bearing date after the 2d day of July, in the year 1 663,. over 
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and above the year's value already paid by them, the 
fame to be paid to fucli Irifli papifts as ferved under his 
Majefty's enfigns abroad, and are particularly mentioned 
in his Majefty's declaration, and were feized of any lands 
on the 23d of Odober 1641, to which they are not yet 
reftored, in fuch proportions as the lord-lieutenant of the 
kingdom Oiall think fit ; whether the faid year's rent may 
not now be raifed, and part of the monies that ihall be 
received thereupon, may not be paid to fuch of the no- 
minees as are deficient, and come under the qualification 
in the faid claufe mentioned ; or how his Majefty would 
be pleafed that the faid year's rent ihall be difpofed o^ 
when the fame fhall be thought fit to be raifed ? 

This is the State of the Cale of the Nominees, together 
. with the feveral queftions of law that may arife there- 
upon ; it is therefore humbly propofed to his Majefty's 
confideration in order to their iatisfadion, and that 
^his clamour may no longer i;eft>upoa his Majefty: 

I. That there be a true eftimate made of the value of 
thefe very lands intended them by the adt, which va- 
lues will vary according to the feveral counties wherein 
they lye. 

II. What proportion of lands, or other advantages 
..each man now^'eiijoys or hath received, and that the fame 
jbe rated according to their true worth ; that fo it may 
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appear what the deficiencies of any of them are ; or if 
fomeJiave not more than ever the aft intended them 
and therefore ought to own the furplus, as it is purely his 
Majefly's favour that they enjoy the fame, and not be 
prefllng for new grants ; and that thofe who have lefs 

than their due, may have it fupplied by fome difcovered 
lands, in cafe it fhall be refolved, that by law they can- 
not have thofe very lands intended them by the ad:. 

Memorandum. There was alfo at the fame time fent 
over by my lord Conway, a fcheme of thofe Nominees, 
formerly enclofed in a letter to the earl of Arlington, 
(bearing date, and therewith co- 

pied) with this addition at the bottom thereof. This is 
what appears upon record, and it is certainly known that 
many of thefe men enjoy more lands than is here ex- 
prefled, and pofUbly others may have but fome of the 
lands herein mentioned, being recovered by fuits of law; 
yet this fcheme may be a good foundation for an enquiry 
into each man's particular cafe. 

Concerning the Charters to Corporations. 

IN mofl of the corporations of Ireland, the freemen 
were generally papifts in the year i64r, and fo 
continued till about 1654; and although moft of the 
perfons who were then free, may now be prefumed to be 
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'dead, yet thercbeing a cuftom in moft corporations, that 
all the fans of freemen are alfo ^free of the corpcratbns 
whereof their fathers were free, there cannot but be now 
very many papifts living, wJio are entitled to their free- 
doms in their feveral corporations. Since the ending of 
the rebellion all the magiftrates in corporations have been 
generally proteftanls, and many proteftants have been 
alfo admitted to their freedoms ; and in the Ufurper*s 
time, all the papifts that were freemen were hindered 
from enjoying the benefit of their freedoms. 

Since the Kind's reftoration, many difputes have hap- 
pened concerning the papifts, who were formerly free,, 
being admitted again into the corporations. 

By a letter from the King, dated the 2 2d of May,. 
1661, his Majefty declared his pleafure, that the refpec- 
tive former inhabitants, natives and freemen, and fuch as 
had right to be freemen in any of the cities or towns ia 
this kingdom, fhould be forthwith reftored to their ac- 
cuftomed privileges and immunities, and admitted to 
trade in the faid refpeftive cities and towns as freely as, 
heretofore, without making any national diftindion, or 
giving any interruptions upon pretence of difference of' 
judgment, or opinion in matters of religion. Notwith- 
ftanding this letter, many of the antient fi-eemen, that: 
were papifts, were kept out of feveral of the corporati- 
ons. In the Ad of Settlement, or Explanation,, there is^ 
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no claufe that hinders any papift from buying or taking 
any leafes of any forfeited houfes from the forty-nine offi- 
cers, without licence of the lord-lieutenant and council. 

His Majefty afterwards, by his letters bearing date the 
26th of February 1671, in the time of the lord Berk- 
ley's government, did again declare his pleafure, that all 
the antient freemen of the re^e6tive corporations, fhould 
enjoy their former freedoms and privileges ; and that a 
general licence fhould be given to papifts, to hire or pur- 
chafe any forfeited houfes in corporations, which was ac- 
cordingly done, and his Majefty 's pleaftire therein pub- 
lifhed by proclamation of the lord-lieutenant and coun- 
cil, bearing date the 8 th of May 1671. 

The rules lince made by the lord-lieutenant and coun- 
cil, in purfuance of a claule contained in the ad of Ex- 
planation, does hinder all papifts from being magiftrates 
in corporations^ unlefe difpenfed with hy the lord-lieute- 
nant from taking the oath of Supremacy ; but nothing 
in thofc rules takes away from them the benefit of their 
freedoms ; yet in fome of their corporations (in which 
the number of proteftants is great) many of the papifts 
are ftill kept out and hindered from their freedoms, as 
particularly in Cork, which is now wholly inhabited by 
proteftantrs, and the antient natives or freemen are eithet 
difpofed in the country abroad, or do only inhabit in 
the fuburbs without the walls, but the trade is almoft 
wholly carried on by the proteftants. Upon renewing 
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of charters, great difpiites are likely to arile between the 
prefent inhabitants and antient natives of feveral of the 
corporations concerning the hindering of the antient na- 
tives from, or admitting them to, the benefit of their 
freedoms. If they fhould be hindered from their free- 
doms, they will complain that, there is no law to take 
that benefit from them ; that it. is unreafonable to hinder 
them from trading, and may be alfo prejudicial to the 
King in his cuftoms, and will force them to withdraw 
their ftocks beyond the feas, and that it is againft the 
King's pleafure exprefly declared by his feveral letters,, 
and fince made publick by proclamation, upon confi- 
dence whereof (it will be pretended) many have come . 
over to inhabit here ; that by the rules, papifts, who are 
foreigners, may be admitted to be free in the corpora- 
tions herej and that it will be hard to bar papifts, who 
are natives, from enjoying that freedom which hath been 
already granted them. If they ftiould all be generally 
admitted by the new charters to enjoy the benefit of their 
freedom, the proteftant inhabitants will complain that 
the corporations will be all prefently filled with papifts 
as they were in the year 1641, and the proteftant inha- 
bitants thereby difcouraged ; that the number of the anr 
cient freemen, who are papifts, will be much greater 
than of proteftants, and thereby they will have the choice 
of parliament men, and the houfe of commons thereby 
null be filled with papifts, who are not, by any law of 

force 



Digitized by 



Google 



ARTHUR, EARL OF ESSEX. 189 

force here, hindered from fitting in the houfe : that it 
will be imreafonable that fuch, who, by reafoo of their 
not being adjudged innocent, have forfeited their eftates, 
fhould be admitted to continue their freedoms ; and it is 
to be feared, that the prefent proteftant inhabitants, who 
will generally folicit and take out the charters, wiU 
hardly be at the chaise of renewing them, if any provi- 
fion fhould be therein made for all the anticnt freemen to 
be reftored to their freedoms. 

What expedients to propofe herein feems to be very- 
difficult, and it will be hardly poflible to propofe any 
that may latisfy both parties. 

It may, perhaps, be a middle way, to admit only 
thofe papifts to their freedoms, who do now aftually en- 
joy the benefit thereof, whereby thofe papifts, who have 
not yet been admitted thereunto by the corporations 
themfelves, may be excluded ; or elie to provide that 
thofe papifts who have been adjudged innocent, and their 
heirs and children fhall enjoy the benefit of thofe free- 
doms, whereby only thofe who have not been admitted 
to enjoy their eftates, will be hindered from their free- 
doms : but it is to be doubted, whether either of thefe 
will fatisfy the parties concerned. 
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TO SIR WILLIAM TEMPLE. 

Si r, Dublin Caftlc, April 13, iSj$. 

T MUST acknowledge niyfelf to be in arr^ar to you 
'*• for feveral letters, the laft I received this morning^ 
dated the 9th of April, N. S. which brings me the good 
jiews of the prince of Orange's recovery. Tjiat difeafe 
he is ill of, hath been very fatal to his^ family, which 
anade all men apprehenfive of him; I am fure there is 
none rejoiceth more at his efcape than mylelf, being very 
ienfible how great a lofs he would have been to all true 
proteftants. 

The reafon I fb feldom trouble you with letters, is in- 
deed becaufe we have fo little in thefe dull parts worth 
your knowledge ; but a particular happening here, re- 
lating to fbme men where you are, I fhall give you an 
account of it. A (hip coming into fome of the' remote 
parti of this kingdom, was, by the farmers officers, ve- 
hemently fufpedcd to be ftolen ; and, upon notice to me, 
I ordered one of his Majefty*s frigates to feize her, where- 
upon all is difcovered ; for the relation of- which I fhall 
refer you to the examination herewith inclofed. I wrote 
the laft week to Mr. fccretary Coventry, defiring him to 
communicate this affair to the Dutch ambaflador, that fo 
the owners might come to their goods again ; but if this 
arrive fooner, you may pleafc to acquaint fome merchants 
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herewith to let thefe men know it ; all the care that can 
&e, is taken for preferving the goods from embezzlement, 
until the owners fend perfons authorized to look after 
(hem : fome goods thefe ptople (as the examination (hows) 
did fell when they firft came on fhore, but captain Lon- 
don had on board with him, by order, a fufficient perfbn 
who nailed down the hatches as (bon as the fhip was feized, 
fb I am confident thofe poor men, who own her, will 
loie nothing of wh^ was in her when fhe was taken. We 
are big with, expedition of what iviU be done this feflions 
of parliament. P^ay God fend his Majefly good fuccefs,. 
and that the meeting may prov^ happy to the kingdom. 

I am^. 

With all ifittcerity imaginable,. 

Your excellency *s mofl faithful 

humble fervant, 

ESSEX.' 

TO SIR HENRY GAPEL. 

Dear Brother, Dublin Cafflc, At>ril 13, 1675. 

I HAVE many of your letters, and I find by their 
feveral dates, that all you have wrote are come to my 
hands, ^ the lafl which came by this morning's poft, bears 
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date the 6th inftant. Mr. Seymor is alfo arrived, and 
hath brought your letter of five (heets, and the other pa- 
pers, fo as you may be fecure that all are lafely with me. 
As to Mr. fecretary Coventry, I have as great an ef- 
teem for liim as for any man living, and know him to 
be as much my friend as is poffible, and am very forry 
when things do happen, which I am fure is not through 
my default, to make him entertain the leaft jealoufies. 
That I might pay him all the refpedl imaginable, when 
I firft entered into his Majefty's fervice, I refolved to obey 
fuch commands as I received from him, and to purfue 
thofe methods, which himlelf was pleafed to put his bu- 
finefs in ; for Ihould I do other, I were not fervant but 
mafter. My lord of Arlington, who I ihuft needs fay 
was as juft to me as myfelf could defire, did once take 
great offence at the method through which Ibme thin'gs 
pafTed without his knowledge, which he conceived his 
office as fecretary entitled him to ; but when he faw the 
orders I had received, and the diredions not to commu- 
nicate them, he refted fatiified I had done him no wrong. 
If the King does diftribute his bufinefs into the hands of 
thofe to whofe employments they do not properly belong, 
how can I help it ? Therefore, I defire you, above all 
things, to give Mr. fecretary Coventry a full aflurance, 
not only of my juftice towards him, but of my fervice 
and kindnels whenever I have an opportunity to evidence 
it j forreall/, between yourfelf and me, there is no man 
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in this age I value more than himfelf, and I am very con- 
fident when this matter comes all to light, he will be far 
from having any ill thoughts of me. I have forborn the 
writing to him upon this fubjedt, being more capable to 
be explained by difcourfe, and have defired Mr. Harbord 
tQ do it effcduudlly. 

In relation to the matter of Effex-houfe, I am ftill of 
the fame mind I was, that it was no improper thing for 
the King to give, nor any way unfit for me to receive ; 
neither do I underfiand why my accepting of a grace 
fi-om his Majefty, nauft therefore engage me with parties 5 
but I believe that a£feir, tho* utterly againft my mind, is 
now quite at an end. My lord chief juftice Povey I have 
IJwke with, whom I find not inclined to leave this coun- 
try, fo that his friends were too forward in moving any 
thing thereunto. I have had fo many letters to write to- 
day, and intending a hunting journey into the country 
to-morrow, I have time to fay no more, but remain 

Your moil afFedionate brother, 

ESSEX. 

As to what relates to my brother Ned's good, I ftiall 
lend you over an account fo foon as I return. 

Cc TO 
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T O M R. T H I N N E, 

Sir, Dnblin Caftle, April 13, 1675.;- 

T HAVE yours of April the 6th, wherein you mind 
•*• me, that in pafling the charters to corporations, care 
be taken of the rights belonging to the admiralty : here 
is already a letter of his Majefty's upon this fubjedt,, 
which is lodged with Mr. Attorney and Mr. Solicitor, with 
fpecial directions that nothing do pafs to the infringe* 
ment of their rights. 

By the laft pacquet I gave Mr. Secretary an account of 
a fhip we had taken here, which was'ftolen from th& 
owners thereof by fome Englifli and Irifli gentlemen;, 
having nothing of importance now ta trouble him with^ 
I have enclofed to you a further account of that matter^ 
together with the examinations of fome of thofe wha 
were taken aboard the (hip, which I defire you to ac^ 
quaint him with, and remain. 

Tour moft afFedionate fervent, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE COUNTESS OF ORRERY. 

Madam, Dublin C^lc, April 13, 1675. 

T H AVE received the favour of your ladyfhip's letter, 

-*" dated April the 9th concerning Mr. Walfingham's 

parting with his enfign's place, which I am willing he 
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fliould do, and colonel St. Leger's fon come in his room, 
fuppofing the latter to be at leaft eighteen or nineteeii 
years of age* Mr. Walfingham has fome debts in this 
town which do not exceed fifteen pounds, wherefore if 
your ladyfhip pleafe.that order be taken for the payment 
of them when he parts with his commands, my ileward 
fhall return the particulars. 

The letters which came in from England this morn- 
ing, tell us thai: the prince of Orange is fo well recovered 
of the fmall-pox, that he begins to fit up. I defire your 
ladyfhip will be pleafed to prefent my fervice to your lord9 
and let him know that I would have wrote to him, hut 
that I have lately been a little indiii)ofed. I wifh you 
both a good journey, and remain, 

Your lady(Lip*s moft humble iervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO SIR ARTHUR FORBESE. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, April 13, l^yg. 

T HAVE yours of the 10th inftant, anid approve well 

• of enlarging the ibldiers quarters, as alfb of (pending 
the bifcuit, which I preiume if longer kept will be worfe. 
As for the horfe, I conceive they may agree for their 
fummer*s grazing, the fpring drawing on fo faft. The 
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aflignments were fent down the laft Saturday, fo as ere 
this you cannot but have received them. Mr. Taylor 
tells me that he flopped no money out of colonel Salk- 
feild*s company the laft pay-day, and that was the reafon 
he had forty pounds this time, and twenty the next, and 
fo on in the like proportion till his debts are paid. Our 
letters come in from London this morning, tell us that 
the prince of Orange is now fo well of the fmall-pox, 
that he begins to fit up, and the 1 ith day being paft,, it- 
is confidently hoped the danger with him is over;. 

I am, your faithful and moft afie£tionate fervant,, 

ESSEX.. 

TO THE LORD MASSEREEN. 



I 



My Lord, Dublin Cafflc, April 13, 1675.'- 

HAVE your lordfhip's of the loth infbntj and be- 
ing to go upon a hunting journey into the county of 
Kildare to-morrow, I have fo many difpatches to make 
by the poft this evening, that I cannot fend you directions- 
to-night, but fo foon as I return, you fhall hear further 
from, 

Your lordfhip's moft aiFeftionate fervant,. 

ESSEX. 
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TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Grecnhills, April i8, i6j$,- 

T HAVE received yours of the loth of April, together 
"■• with the paper inclofed, it being a copy of that de- 
livered at the council-board. I happen to be now in the 
country on a hunting journey, and my papers and in- 
ftruftions all at Dublin, fo as 'till I return thither, which 
will be on Wednefday next, I cannot be fully politive iti 
what I write : thus much only upon my memory I will 
take liberty to inform you, that as to thofe parts of the 
paper v/hich mention ati inftrudion fent hither unto me^ 
it is right in the fubftance, for fuch an inftru<ftion I did 
receive ; but I do believe the words are not exadlly the 
fame, when I Hiall come to compare them. For the 
other part, which feems to be a piece of a letter, moving 
for fome further inftrudions, I know not from whence 
that letter fhould come. It is penned in the third per- 
fon : I am fure I never wrote any to the effed therein 
mentioned, as defiring thofe inftrudions to be further en- 
larged. True it is, that after the receipt of thefe orders,, 
counter-figned by my lord treafurer, I did write to his 
lordfhip, taking notice, that as for letters of grants, &c 
within the fcope of thofe my private inftrudions, and 
which I had formerly received, and were not yet paffed ^ 
it fhould fuffice to acquaint his lordfhip with the fub*- 
fknce,, and fend copies thereof to him, and receive his 
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opinion thereupon ; but that for the future I defired all 
letters of thefe natures might come ia the form prelcrib- 
ed, that fo I might be juftified in my adlings here, for 
otherwife I fhould be much to feek what to do. This is 
the truth of the matter, to the beft I can remember ; but 
having ordered Mr. Harbord to give you full fatisfadlioa 
in the cafe, I fuppofe that will be done before this letter 
can arrive. I can only lay, that when I iirft entered in- 
to his Majefty's Service, I took up a refolution of entire 
obedience to his commands, and to purfue the bulinefs 
committed to my charge, by thofe methods himfelf fliould 
prefcribe. Nor do I indeed fee how I can do other, un*- 
lefs I would make myfelf mailer. Neither is it fit any 
man fhould command, that does not himfelf know how 
to obey. I do and will acknowledge to all men, that 
fince you have been in the ilation where you are, I have 
not only received all the juftice imaginable, but all the' 
kindnefs from you I could expedb : nor fhall I ever fhew 
myfelf unwo:^thy of the many favours you have been 
pleafed to dp ine. It is difficult at this diftance by letter 
to clear all paj-ticular occurrences which may happen^ 
but having commands not to communicate thefe inftruc- 
tions, I did nbt (b much as let my fecretary Mr. Har- 
bord know o; them, tho' Jie was here when they camc^ 
he then intending a journey foon for England ; but at 
his late return I did tell him of them, in regard he 
might mind me to be conformable thereunto : and as I 
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Iiave already faid, I hope he has cleared the matter with 
you, for whofe friend fliip I have a moft invaluable efteem, 
and remain with perfe<a fincerity. 

Your mofl: feithful, and moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO THE EARL OF ORRERY. 

My Lord", Greenhills, April i8, 1675. 

T HAVE received yours of the 13th, concerning the 
•*■ tories, who have lately been out, and wherein you al- 
fo give me notice that their protections are near expired. 
I look upon thefe f )rt of people to be pretty difficult to 
deal withal, and therefore, if your lordfliip thinks fit, I 
conceive you miay enlarge their protaflions for a fortnight 
or twenty-one days longer j and that you pleafe to name 
fbme perlbn to me, cither Mr. Chimens, or whom elfe 
you judge proper, to leave a power in your abfence ta 
treat with them^ and I fhall accordingly inftrud fuch 
perfbns you nominate, who (Conferring with others of the 
gentlemen likewife employed in the fame county on the 
like defigtt, may do that which is beft for his Majefty's 
fervice, and the quiet of his fubjeds there. 

I have nothing further to add, but to wifh your lord* 
(hip a happy voyage, and remain. 

Your lordfhip*s moft feithful humble fervant, 

ESSE X.- 
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» 

TO MR. HARBOR D. 

'Sir, Dublin Caftle, April 19, i6y^: 

T HAVE received your ktter from Chefter, and by the 
•*• lame pacquet I had one from Mr. fecretary Coventry, 
whereby I find that he knows of the fubftance of my in- 
ftrudions, I would have you take all the care you can 
to fet things right with him, which is all I have to fay 
.^ present, remaining 

Your moft afFedtionate fi-iend, 

ESSEX. 

TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

Dear Brother, Dublin Caftle, April 24> 1^75^ 

'TPILL thefelate letters I could never underftand the 

•^ bottom of the afiairs concerning my private in- 
ftrudions, and the grounds of Mr. fecretary Coventry 
taking fomething relating to them ill from me : fo as I 
fear all I have hitherto wrote, and all the directions fent 
by Mr. Harbord, may prove ineffedual towards the 
giving him that fatisfa^ion, which indeed I acknowledge 
to be his due. Mr. Harbord's letter of the 17th inftant, 
tells me,, that the debate upon this fubjed was very warm 
between my lord treafurer and Mr. fecretary Coventry, 
,aod that in the end my lord treafurer did affirm, that 
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tbefe private inftrudions were defired, and wrote for by 
me, and thiat he had twenty letters to ihew to that 
effed ; which is fo far from truth, that it never entered 
into my thoughts or imagination to afk for them. Nor 
did I (o much as dream or know of them, till they were 
delivered to me at Dublin. Neither did I write the leaft 
ly liable either to my lord treafurer, or any perfbn elfe 
whatever, to propofe them. They confift of four in- 
ftrudions ; the firft whereof hath been made publick in 
council, but none of the other : and having, together 
with them, received commands not to communicate 
them, till I am releafed by the fame hand, viz. his Ma> 
jefty's, I cannot give out any copy of the reft. Imme- 
diately upon the receipt of thefe inftrudions, I wrote to 
my lord treafurer on the 14th of Auguft, in the words of 
the paper Number I. A while after, in a letter of mine 
to my lord treafurer, dated Auguft 2 2d, you will find 
the paf&ge Number II. About two months after that, 
perceiving letters, notwithftanding thefe niy private in- 
ftrudions, IHU come in the fame form a§ heretofore, fo 
as I know not how to give anfwers to them, in another 
letter to my lord treafurer (copy whereof is Numb. III.) 
I endeavoured to have the matter for the future regulated. 
Mr. Harbord further tells me, that I had wrote to my 
lord Ranelagh the other day, to defire him to move my 
lord treafurer for a refolution from the King what I 
ihould do with thofe letters and diredions which lay be- 

D d fore 
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fore me, and that thereupon my lord Ranelagh didpre*- 
pare the heads of an order in council. Upon perufal ofT 
my late letters to my lord Ranelagh, I find one dated 
March 30, occafioned upon a letter I had tranfmitted in 
Mr. Sollicitor's behalf, which I defired my lord Ranelagh. 
to fee difpatched to my lord treafurer ; but that not re-* 
turning in the form prefcribed by the inftrudtions, I be- 
gan my letter thus : " I have received yours of the 23d. 
" of March, together with the letter in Mr. Sollicitor's 
" behalf, and give your lordfhip thanks for your care of 
*^ him in this afiair. I fhould be glad that the forms of 
" pafling lands or money here were entirely fettled, that: 
" fb we might keep to known rules in bufincfs of this 
" nature ;. for I find many men very uneafy,. who bring;. 
" letters, and have not the fucceis they exped : and L 
" am confident, that when the rule you mention is efta- 
** blifhed, unreafbnable grants will not fb eafily be ob- 
•< tained." See the rule, Numb. IV. This is the truth,, 
and the whole truth, as to my part, in th? tranfkdion of 
thefe inftrudions, by all which pafJages it will appear,, 
that I have barely obferved the command of my mafler. 

Some orders I have received concerning the- fending of 
a party of the army down to the North of Ireland, and: 
with them direAions to hold my intelligence, for all things- 
relating to this party, with my lord treafurer only; Now 
I do know, that this is a matter as foreign to thetrea- 
furer's bufinefs as any thing in the world,, and proper. 
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only for the fecretary ; yet I would fain underftand from 
any man, what I can do in fuch a ca^e, other than fub- 
mit to his Majefty's pleafure ; it not being the part of a 
fervant to lay injunftions upon his Majefty, in what me- 
thod he {hould difpoie of his aifairs. Nay, I have been 
Co far from' offering to remove any bufinefs out of its pro- 
per channel, and am fo great an enemy to it, that were 
it decent for me to fhew Ibme private letters which I have 
wrote to the King himfelf, they would fufficiently juftify 
me in this particular. And tho* I do not think it con- 
venient to offer any copies of what hath at large been ad- 
dreffed to his Majefty fingly, yet a little of the fubftance 
I will communicate to you. At a time when my lord 
of Arlington and lord treafurer were in very high con- 
tefts, and I found great difficulties to keep fair with both ; 
and that if cither refolved to thwart me, all under my • 
charge would fuflSbr very much, I did reprefent to his 
Majefty the convenience of keeping that part of the 
bufinefs which related to this country in its proper chan- 
nel; yet fo, by my paying the refpe<3: to each in their 
ieveral ftations, his affairs might receive their due dif- < 

patch, and I might preferve a good correfpondence with, 
all his great minifters. This, and much more of the 
like kind, hath been exprefled in fbme of my letters to 
the King. 'However, as to the letters which come from 
the fecretary*s, I muft confefs, that I am of opinion, 
Ithat diey are generally too eafily obtained; for each man 
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ftates his cafe himfelf ; and tho* there be another party 
concerned, he is feldom or never heard ; and the letter 
drawn up by the petitioner himfelf, with any claufes he 
thinks fit to infert : ib as I could give inftances where 
matters determinable at law have been adjudged by let" 
ters. But, indeed, the greateft mifchief comes to fuch 
afiairs as relate to the King himfelf, as remittals of quit- 
rents, and other particulars within the revenue, which 
upon any fuggeftion, without examination, pais, and 
then I am forced to deny things after the King*s hand is 
to them, which is a great hardfhip upon me. Howeveri 
to my knowledge, I have not complained to any thereof^ 
but to the fecretary himfelf, viz. my lord of Arlington, 
in a letter bearing date the 25th of April 1673, wherein 
I prcfumed to conjecture, that fome orders would be en- 
deavoured to be obtained in England. The words of 
the letter are thefe. " I am forced to guefs at what is 
'* intended to be done, and upon thole probabilities, to 
** give my fenfe of it to your lordfhip, which I had ra- 
** ther do before orders be paft, than to be put to con- 
** tradid or argue againft them after they are figncd. 
«* This difficulty, I am apt to forefce, will perpetually 
** attend this employment, &c.*' And, indeed, it 
makes the place very troublefome, and muft, in my ap- 
prehenfion, be ingratefiil to the King himfelf, to have fo 
many of his letters denied by his minifter, and yet I can- 
not avoid the doing of it ; this, I do affure you, that I 

never 
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never made any propolal into England concerning the 
altering of thofe methods ; however, in my own thoughts^ 
I do believe, they deferve fbme confideration. One thing 
more I had almoft forgot, which was, that in one of 
your late letters, Mr. iecretary Coventry had feemed to 
you a little troubled concerning a letter I had wrote to ' 
my lord treafurer about the diforders of this city, fay- 
ing, it was fuller than the reprefentations I had made to 
him. It is true, my lord treafurer*s letter was more 
large: and it was neceflary, if I wrote to him at all, it 
fhould be fo in regard I was to ripp up to his lordfliip the 
whole affeir from the beginning, he not having any 
knowledge at all of the matter. But if Mr. fecretary 
Coventry will compare both his letters, viz. that of the 
3d of February, and that of the loth of February, he 
will find them as complete to the prefent flate of the 
bufinefs as the others and for the narrative of what pafled 
three or four years ago, I knew he was fully acquainted 
with it by fome former accounts given him. I wrote to 
my lord treafurer, becaufe I had found his friendfhip up- 
on other occafions ; and if I had wrote to three or four 
of my acquaintance of the committee for foreign affairs, 
a ftate of this matter, I fuppofe I had been guilty of no 
error, provided I did not neglcft to acquaint the princi- 
pal fecretary with the thing. 

As for Mr. fecretary Coventry, I conceive I need add 
nothing to convince you of the value I have for him, as 

a worthy 
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a worthy gentleman, and in relation to myfelf in parti- 
xular. Had he depended upon, or been railed by me 
from nothing, he could not have done more, both of 
juftice and kindnels to me in the employment where he 
>is, than he hath conflantly performed. I have this only 
thing to complain of, that upon a fuggeftion, before I 
were heard, he would imagine any thing unkindly of 
me ; and, indeed, I hope, for the future,, he will believe 
me to be a plain man, without artifice, and one, who 
in a dired courfe, purfues his Majefty's commands. I 
•confefs, I am in fbme wonder, to find all my letters re^ 
lating to thefe inftrudions fo coherent one with another, 
and all of them, fb much as was fit for me, endeavouring 
that rules for pafilng of grants might be known and let- 
ded; for it is very poflible, among fo many diverfities of 
affairs and multitude of letters as I wrote, I might let 
fall fome cxprefllons inconfiftent even with my own in- 
tention: but I do affure you, I have ftri^y looked over 
all my Jate letters, and cannot fee any thing of import- 
ance in them upon this fubje«a but what I have fent you. 
Jf any thing fhould hereafter happen that may occafion 
Mr. fccretary Coventry to have any hard thoughts of me, 
I hope he will let you know the bottom thereof before 
he give credit to it; for there is not any man in the 
King's dominions for whom I have a greater efteem than 
iumfelf. 

J am, your moft affedionate brother, 

ESSEX. 
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Fart o£ my letter to my lord Treafurcr, dated Auguft 14, 

1674. Numb. I, 

« 

" I perceive by his Majefty's private inftrudlibns which* 
** have lately come to me, that much of the bufinels of 
** this kingdom will pais through your lordfhip's hands;. 
" and as I fliall be punctual in purfuing his Majefty's 
" commands, Co fhall I be careful not only to pay your 
** lordfliip the refped due to your place, but likewife up- 
** on all occafions to exprefs a moft particular regard to 
« your perfon, and to fhew the value I have of your 
« lordihip's good opinion." 

Part of my letter to my lord Treafurer,, dated Auguft- 22,. 

i'674. Numb. II; 

** In purfuance of Kis Majefty's inftrudlionSy your 
•* lordHiip will enclofed receive copies of feveral of his- 
« Majefty*s letters which have lately come to my hands, 
« to all which I have given fome flop, 'till fuch time as 
" I could, by your lordfliip, receive a fignification of 
<*■ his Majefty's pleafurc upon them. Thefe inftrudions 
« will, 1 am- confident, be of advantage to his Majefty's 
"^ affairs, by preventing divers irregular grants, which 
*< otherwiffe could not be rcfifted. I. fliall not fail of do- 
•* ing my part, tho' it will engage me in fome difficul- 
*« ties: for,, if thefe. inftrudions. be made known, men> 
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" will get claufes in letters to fuperfede them ; and if I 
« keep them fecret, it will not be very eafy for me to 
" anfwer their importunities, and to take fo great a load 
<« upon me as the denying every body. However, when 
" letters of thefe natures do come, 1 fhall find fome pre- 
*< tence or other to refpite the execution of them, 'till I 
" make a reprefentation to your lordfliip, and I muft rely 
" upon your lordfliip*s firmnefs to fupport me in Eng- 
** land againft the clamours of all thofe who will take 
»« themfelves to be difobliged by me." 

Part of my letter to my lord Treafurer, dated Odob^ 24, 

1674. Numb. III. 

-^" In the firft of my .private inftruftions it is direded, 
«* that I fliall not iffqe any warrants or order upon his 
« Majefty's letters^ for granting or difpofing any revenue 
«* lands, quit-rents, &c, unilefs in the preamble of fuch 
<* letter it be particularly mentioned, that the fame, be- 
*< fore figned by his Majefty, was referred to the lord 
<* high Treafurer of England, whofe report thereupon, 
*.« is alfo in the faid preamble to be repeated. As for fuch 
** letters which were received by me before thefe inftruc- 
<** tions came, the acquainting your lordfhip with the 
•* fubftance of them, and ^receiving your anfwer there^- 
" upon, fhall fuffice to guide my proceedings ; but, for 
*' the future^ I defire all letters may be framed fuitable 
*< ytp this inftrudifn^ and therefore, if your lordfhip' 
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« pleafe, to begin with this of my lord of Carlingford, 
" whom I have advifed to addrels himfelf to you, and 
** have the preamble of the letter altered according to 
" form : it will doubtlefs be both fafeft to me, and beft 
" for his Majefty's fervice, in regard that grants of this 
^ nature cannot have too many tefls before they pafs." 

Part of lord Ranelagh's letter to me, dated March 23, 

1674-5. Numb. IV. 

— ** I have cnclofed fent your excellency Mr. Sollicitor 
" General's letter, which was figned before the King 
•** went to Newmarket, but I thought it not convenient 
" to fend it away until I had firft fhewn it td my lord 
** treafurer, which I have now done, and given him an 
** account what your excellency was pleafed to write to 
** me in his favour. The letter my lord very well ap- 
(' proves of, both becaufe your excellency recommends 
*^ it, and becaufe he hears from all hands how ufeful a 
« fervant Mr. Sollicitor hath been in the ICing's aflkirs 
** there. But hereafter, my lord dedres your excellency, 
** that inflead of recommending a letter, you would re<»- 
<< commend a petition, containing the deftre of the 
«* party in whofe fevour you (hall think fit to write ; lye- 
*« caufe he doth intend, Co foon as the court returns from 
" Newmarket, to get an order pafied at council, that no 
<* requeft (hall be made to the King for the difpoial of 
<< either money br land in Ireland, but by way of peti- 
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« tion, which, after (hewn his Majefty, is to be refdred 
" to the lord treafurer, whofe report, together with the 
** fubftance of the petition, are hereafter to be mentiow- 
^ ed in the preamble of what letters his Majefty (haU 
. •* figrt ; which certainly is the beft; if not the only way' 
<< to fecure us io Ireland againft the crowd of letters 
^* which mifinformations do commonly procure.** 

TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

D B A u Br OT H E K, Dublin Caftle» April 24, i6yg^ 

' I ^HE letter I have wrote concerning Mr. fecretary 

-*• Coventry^ you may (how him, together with the 
papers inclofed ; if that wiU cot gke him fatisfadion, i 
know not what to ^y mone* I would be glad the matter 
.were thoroughly £fted, whether xny lord treafurer 4id -de- 
clare at the council that i had dt&itd him to procure 
thele inilru^ions; and that yon enquired of ibme of the 
privy counfelloTs who weie then prefent: but pray let mc 
know it upon good proof, i deCire you to take care thaat 
you believe not parties in the cafe» who perhaps may {fit 
me ill with the King*s miniften. I fhouM be glad if fome 
%vho were prefent would write me the wocds in a letter;, 
it is poiUble Mr. Harbord may be in a miftake, and if fq^ 
it were well to be redified. I have received both your 
letters of the lothand i^th in{lant„ and juft as I w^ 
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about to fign this, I received yours of liic 20tb, whereia 
you prefs much for a copy of my infWudions. The three 
unknown ones are not of any great moment, tho* there is 
ibmethiug in the preamble to. them remarkable ; but 
were they all cypher I would not fend them, being com- 
manded to keep them fecret : yet if Mr. fecretary Coven- 
fay will move the king in it, and by a line or two from 
himfelf let me know it is the King's pleafure, (fuch a fig- 
nification, coming from a iiecurity, being authentiek) I 
ihall moft readily and willingly give a copy. I have no- 
thing to add, but todefire you will not feil, whatcircum- 
^ces ibever affiiirs may be in England, to fhow Mr. 
fecretary Coventry this my larger letter, together with the 
papers belonging to it. 

Veritas non quarit anguhs. 

I am, your moft-ai&dionate brother, 

* ESSE Ik* 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

S, R, Dublin Caftle, April 24, 1675. 

SINCE my coming to town I have perufed my inftruc- 
tions, and Ao find Ac firft of them to be verbatim 
the fame with that mentioned in the paper within your 
laft letter. By this laft paoquct I do hear, that when the 
matter of thefe inftrudions were debated in council, it 
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was affirmed that they were defired and wrote for by me, 
which I muft tell you is utterly falfe, for I never did 
write one fyllable to that effect, nor did I know or ima- 
gine the leaft of them, till my lord Ranelagh, on the i ith 
day of Auguft laft, delivered them tome ; and being com- 
manded by his Majefty to keep them private, I have done 
fo ever fince. Having writ more at large to my brother 
Henry upon this fubjed, I defire you will allow him ibme 
time to difcourfe this matter with you, being certain that 
when you underfland the bottom, you can have no ground 
to believe that I have dealt ill with you ; and had your^ 
felf been in the ftation where I am, your proceedings 
could have been no other than mine have been* 

I am. 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEXi 

After I had finiflied my fetter I received yours of the 
20th of April, together with the enclofed papers of my 
lord chamberlain*s pretenfions to the tapfed money. 

As to the aiHtir of his Majefty's letters into this coun- 
try, and all paft proceedings relating thereunto, I am 
confident this prefent letter, with what I have wrote to 
my brother, which he will fhow you, will fufficiently 
fatisfy you what my part hath beea therein*. 

TO 
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* 

TO MR. HARBORD. 

Ma. Harboad, Dublin Caftle, April 24, ^^75- 

T HAVE yours from Chefter, as alfo another from Lon- 
don of the 1 7th inftant. As to what you riaention con- 
cerning the conteft between my lord treafurer and Mr. 
fecretary Coventry, I hope you have rightly informed me, 
for in that particular I have wrote to Mr. fecretary him- 
felf, and alfo at large to my brother Henry ; and I am 
fure when the truth is known Mr. fecretary Coventry can 
have no ground to think that I have done him any wrong. 
I muft obferve to you that the £rfl: letter for dilpofal of 
any money here, underwritten by my lord treafurer, wa» 
procured by yourfclf, and for five hundred poimds to- 
wards the . building of Dublin Caflle. There hath alfo 
come another for the payment of one hundred pounds 
per men/em to Sir Arthur Forbefe, during his ftay in the 
North : thefe two letters I have given orders upon, and 
not on any other^ to the beft of my knowledge, which 
had not the fignet. For what you lay in the latter end 
of your letter concerning Eflex-houfe, I am ftill of opi- 
nion, that had not the matter been bungled, it would 
not have made half the noife it hath done, being only a. 
grace and bounty of his Majefty*s ; and I cannot fee why 
any man (hould think it amifs, that the King ihould give 
me fuch a gift. My lord duke of Ormond has received 
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above 300,000 1. in this' kingdom, befides all his great 
places and employments; and I am fure the loiles in his 
private eftate have not been equal to thofe I have fufFered, 
and yet he is fo happy as no exception is taken to it ; but 
I am confident it is all idle talk, and as I have already 
faid, occaiioned in a great meafurc by perplexing the 
afiairs at firli I hear that my lord of Bunderland 
has a promife to fucceed me fo foon as I am recalled, and 
that procured by the dutchefs of Monmouth. 1 am very 
defirous to know how matters in parliament proceed, pray 
therefore be pun^ual in giving me an account of them. 

I remain. 

Your moft afiedkmate friend^ 

ESSE3a 

I have receired your letter of the 20th, but it is fo 
t newly uncyphered as I can return you no anfwer till the 
next. 

TO THE LORD CONWAY. 

Mt Lord/ Dublin Caftle, April 24, 1675. 

T HOPE this letter will find you iafe at London, where 
*** I believe there is bufine^ enough fiirring in parlia- 
ment. Pray God fend things end in a happy compofure 
anK)ng them. I received an account by the laft pofl, that 
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9t a° debate in council between Mr. Treafurer and Mr. 
fecretary Goventry, concerning my private inftrudions> 
(which as I am told was fomething warm) my lord trea-* 
fuxer £bould acquaint the hoard that I had defired thofe 
inftnwftions, and often wrote for them. I am not over 
apt to believe reports as they firft come to me, and in- 
deed I fhould very much wonder if fo worthy a man as 
my lord treafurer ihould ailert this; for however rea- 
sonable or uieful to the King's fervice all or any of thefe 
inftnidions may be, is not the point, but whether J were 
the firft mover or introducer of them, which your lord' 
ihip I an) con^dent fufHciently knows I was not ; for I 
am furc I never had notice of them till they were put ii) 
my hand in your prefence. Had my lord treafurer iaid 
that after the receipt of them, 1 told him they wcwld be 
pf advantage to his Majefty*s affairs by preventing divers 
irregular grants^ which otherwife cpuld xiQt jbe reAfted, it 
h^d been no more than what I do acknowledge : I wrote 
in a letter to him, on the 2 2d of Augufl, being eleven 
days after thefe inftru^ions.came to me j but the thi^ 
^hich I Hnd ill taken by the fecretary is, that I fhpuld 
propofe an alteration of that courfe which had been a long 
time praSifed in this kingdom ; and that without ac- 
quainting them with it, efpecially in a matter relating to 
their office. 

Your lordfhip will therefore do me a very friendly 

part, by enquiring and letting mc know how far my 
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name was made ufe of in this difpute. I confefs I have 
ever thought the letters which came hither did not pafs 
fuch due examination as were neceflary, before they were 
ofFered to hisMajefty's fignature; but I have perufed all 
my letters to my lord treafurer precedent to this inftruc- 
tion ; and tho' it be difficult poffitivcly to affirm a nega- 
tive, yet truly I cannot find any that mention or defire 
any new inftrufiions to be framed. It has been my me- 
thod to proceed openly and plainly in all my adings, 
and to pay to all his Majefty*s minifters the relped due 
to their places, which I conceive is no more than being 
juft to them; however there lies a fupcrior duty upon 
me, which is ftridly to obey his Majefty*s commands, 
and that I have ever obferved, tho' it may clafli with 
theirs : and after all, there are offices of friendfhip and 
kindnels, which every man is free to do to thofe from 
whom he has received obligations, or has himfelf an in- 
clination to (hew them ; and herein as I have not been 
wanting towards my lord treafurer, according to thole 
mean opportunities which the circumJUances of afFairs 
here afforded me, fo fhall I continue the like for the 
future, hoping that what I have heard may be mifrepre- 
Icnted. My profeffion hath been always that of a plain- 
dealing man, and unlefe the like meafures arc ufed to- 
wards me, it will be difficult to be at eafe with his Ma- 
jefty*s minifters, and indeed impoffible for me to go - 
through with the employment I undertake, with any 
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comfort or iatisfadion j wherefore I have nothing to add 
further, but to tell your lordfhip I Jiave that aflurance of 
your friendftiip, as I am confident you will deal candidly 
with me in this particular, and th^t I may hear from you 
fo foon as conveniently you can. 

I remain, with perfedl truth. 
Your lordfliip's 

mofl faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



^v^A.v\^A>.'-y: 



TO SIR GILBERT TALBOT. 

' Sir, Dublin Caftle, April 24, 1675; 

'T HAVE received two of yours, one Aom Litchfield, 
**• arid the other from London 5 the parliament being 
now met, I fuppofe you are all bufy enoi^ there, I 
«pray God it may prove a haj^y feifions; and if it be 
ihort one^ Ihope we may yet fee you again here before 
bowKng time be out, where you fhall «ver be moft wel- 
come to 

Your moft affej^onate humble fervant, 

EISSEX; 
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TO SIR ARTHUR FORBESE. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, April 24, 1^75^ 

"DEING abroad a-hunting, I miffed of receiving your 
■■-^ firft letter of the 17th inftant, 'till it was fo late as^ 
I could not return you an anfwer by that pacquet, which 
was occafioned by the failure of a meffenger fent on 
purpofe to me, I fhall be very glad to have your com- 
pany here fo foon as you pleafe ; your fecond letter came 
to me yefterday, tho' dated the 1 2th, concerning one of 
the herald's attending at the earl of Donegall's funeral, I 
cannot imagine why that muft be fixed juft on the 29th 
of May, for if it be either three days earlier or three days- 
later, he may be there That day we keep with moft 
folemnity of any,, it being his Majefty's birth and refto- 
ration, therefore I do not know how we may (pare him*. 
Letters out of England, tell us of the meeting of the 
parliament; they feem to be in no very good humour,;, 
the enclofed, which comes from one of your acquaintance,, 
will give you anr account of the particulars : as for news 
I herewith fend you all that came in by the laft paequett. 
I have nothing further to add, but remain 

Your moft faithful humble fervant,^ 

ESSEX 
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TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

My Lord, Dublin Cattle, April 24, 1675. 

T HAVE yours of the 13th inftant, which informs me 
■*■ that Eflex-houfe is like to be kept by dodor Barebone. 
I am not one that loves to ftruggle too vehemently for 
things of this nature ; but if it could be had with con- 
venience, I like the feat better than any other: the con- 
teft feems to be between the King's prerogative and this 
perfon, and that in a point which I never heard queftion- 
ed before now ; if Barebone do carry it, I fhall referve 
his Majefty's intended favour for ibme other opportunity 
of the like nature. ; 

Sir Edward Scott's clamour is doubtlels moft unrea- 
sonable ; for if men will procure letters out of England 
that are illegal, they muft not exped that I, who am 
fworn to do right to all the King's people, fliould pur- 
fue them in the terms they are penned ; but rather the 
procurers of fuch orders ought to be puniflied, than the 
lieutenant here blamed for doing that which is his duty. 
To clear this I have feht you the matter truly ftated> 
with the copy of my order, which, when your lordfliip 
has perufed, 1 am confident you will not be nice in tel- 
ling Sir Edward Scott his own; however I give your 
lordfhip many thanks for your advertifement, and as 
any things of thefe natures come to your ears, to let me 
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know them will be a moft friendly part, and that which 
will much oblige. 

Your lordftijp*s 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX-. 
State of Sir Edward Scott's Cafe. 

TT I S Majefty was pleafed by his order in council, dated 
-■*-■■ the 20th of September i67i> to direct that the 
rents and profits of certain lands, in the county of Tip- 
perary, formerly fet out to Dick and CunJiingham, and 
then in controrerfy between Sir Edward Scott and colonel 
Vernon, fliould be fequeftered to his MajeftyV ufe, and 
that they fhould he received and kept apart in the hands 
of the King's remembrancer of the exchequer: ootwith^ 
ftanding his order, one Jeremy Donovan, an attorney of 
the exchequer, ^y authority from Sir Edwaid Scott, as 
he pretends, received, and fecured by bond, a confider* 
able part of the rents of the premifTes due after the date 
of the ^id order ; and fome part of the rents of the laid 
lands were, purfuant to the firft order, brought into the 
exchequer. His Majcfty by his letters patent of the 
15th of December 1673, grants the laid lands to colonel: 
Vernon anid his heirs, together with all rents and arrears 
of rent, and mefne profits whatfoever, due or payable 
for, or in reipe^t of the aforelaid land, 6cc. fince the 
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pafling of the adls of fettlement, &c. except fuch rents 
and mefne profits of the faid lands as were received by- 
Sir Edward Scott by virtue of his cufiodiam^ and fuch 
rents as are remaining in the hands of the remembrancer 
of the exchequer, by virtue of his Majefty*s order iir 
council of the 20th of September 1672, and fuch rents 
or profits of the premifles which remained in the hands of 
the tenants^ and grew due during the faid cufiodiam \ 
which rents and profits io excepted^ his Majefty declares 
fliould be for the benefit of Sir Edward Scott. His Ma- 
jefty, by his letters of the 28th of January 1672, direiSls 
bis excellency the lord lieutenant of Ireland to give all 
neceflacy orders to the barons of the exchequer, that Sir 
Edward Scott may not only enjoy without account, all 
the rents and profits of the {aid lands which he had in 
cuftodiatfty and which he had received at any time be- 
fore the date of an order of council of the 5th of De- 
cember 1673, by which order the faid lands were di- 
reded to be pafTed in patent to colonel Vernon ; but alio 
that he might receive and enjoy the rents and profits of 
the lands mentioned in his cujiodiam, which were paid 
into the hands of the remembrancer of the exchequer^ 
by virtue of the order of council of the 20th of Sep- 
tember 1672, or which- were remaining in arrear in 
the hands of the pofleffors of the faid lands from the 
commencement of the faid cuftodiam at the feaft of St. 
Michael 1670, until the 5th of December 1673, &c. 

Here- 
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Hereupon his excellency the lord lieutenant, by his 
order of the 2 2d of February 1674, requireth the court 
of exchequer to confider of thofe his Majefty*s letters, a 
copy whereof was annexed to the faid order, and to 
caufe fuch neceflary orders to be ifTued for Sir Edward 
Scott's receiving the rents therein mentioned, as by the 
faid letters are properly belonging to him, and which by 
virtue of his cujiodiam he ought juftly to receive and en- 
joy. The reafons of inferting which provifoe might be, 
that his Majefty feemeth to be furprized in his letter of 
the 28th of January 1674, by which he direds that Sir 
Edward Scott (hould enjoy fuch rents of the faid lands, 
which he had at any time received before the date of an 
order of council of the 5th of December 1673, not be- 
ing truly informed that Donovan, by Sir Edward Scott's 
dire<5l:ion, as is pretended, had before the faid 5 th of 
December 1673, contrary to his Majefty 's order of coun- 
cil of the 20th of September 1672, received or fecured 
by bond a confiderable part of thofe rents, which by th^ 
faid order were to be brought into the exchequer. 

The King's council were informed that neither o( the 
year's value, nor cujiodiam rent due to the King from the 
faid lands were paid, with which his Majefty doth well 
appear by his letters to be acquainted by Sir Edward Scott, 
who, without procuring any difcharge for what was due 
to his Majefty from the faid lands, would take the money 
out of the exchequer, which by his Majefty 's council 
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was prayed might remain there towards his Majeftj's fa- 
tisfadioD ; befides, colonel Vernon, by virtue of his letters 
patent, which are a legal title, demanded .the faid rents, 
they being included in the general words of his grant, 
and not in the exceptions, as was alledged for him : They 
not having been received by Sir Edward Scott by virtue 
of his cujiodiam^ which colonel Vernon's counfel took to 
be abfolutely diffolved by the order of council of the 
20th of September 1672, dire<fting the rents to be brought 
into the exchequer for his Majefty's ufe. Nor did part 
of thefe rents remain in the remembrancer's hands, hav- 
ing been received and retained by Donovan as aforefliid, ^ 
contrary to his Majefty's exprefs order ; nor did the rents 
then remaining in the tenant's hands at the paffing of 
colonel Vernon's patent,, grow due during Sir Edward 
Scott's cufiodianUi which was alledged to be diffolved by * 
the order of the 20th of September 1672, they having 
accrued fince the date of the laid order. 



TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

Dear Brother, Dublin Caftle, April 27, 1^75. 

T WROTE , fo fully in my laft concerning the matter 
**" of my inftrudions, a? I need add little more ; but be- 
caufe my letters are fomewhat voluminous, and not in a 
few hours time to be thoroughly infpeded, I have taken 
one whole day to examine them ftridly,. and have look- 
ed 
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ed back as far as the firft of January 1673-4, and can 
pofitivcly affirm that neither to my lord treafurer, to my 
lord Conway, or to my lord Ranelagh, did I ever write 
one fyllable to defire any inftrudions whatfbever, much 
lefs thefe in particular : the only claufe that can aiiy way 
be flretched to hint at fomething of this nature, is in a 
letter of mine to my lord Conway, dated Ae 26th of May 
1674: the truth is, at that time I had great difficulty to 
keep fair with both my lord treafurer and my lord of 
Arlington ; and my lord treafurer did then take unkindly 
from me the not communicating matters more freely to 
him, whereupon I wrote the claule N^ I. wherein you 
will find that I then, as ftiU I do, made his Majefty's 
commands the guide of my agings, and that I was fo far 
from diverting the bufinefs from the proper officer, that 
I ftill advifed the entire keeping k in its due channel; 
nor is there one fyllable of new inftru(9:ions, or fo much 
as the word inftru<9ions, in the whble letter : fome exjwcf^ 
lions there have alfb been in another letter of mine to 
my lord Conway, complaining of the too eafy getting of 
letters in England ; it vas upon ocealion of a letter of 
Sir Maurice Euftaee^ procured by Mr. Bridgeman s means. 
You may well remember the matter, and how unworthily 
I was ufed by Mr. Bridgeman in it. Sir Maurice Euftace 
had at that tiojc fpoke very ill of me in London, and 
had drawn up Ceveral heads of complaints againft me in 
relation to the government here, copies whereof I have 
8 by 
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Ky me, and put them in colonel Talbot*s hands to fliow 
them to his Majefty, which colonel Talbot accordingly 
did, and preft the King that there might be proofs of 
them J but the King was gracioufly pleafed to anfwer 
colonel Talbot, that the matters were both in themfelves 
very inconfiderable, and likewife that he did believe none 
of them to be true. 

Sir Maurice Euftace had alfo at that time his emif- 
laries in Dublin, to brag that he would be too hard for 
my lord lieutenant, and thele Ipoke many indecent 
things of me, (o as if he carried this, my credit had 
been utterly loft, and I had been trampled upon by every 
body ; 'how much therefore it concerned me to engage 
fbmc powerful people io my fupport, any rcafonable 
man may judge, and this occa^oned my letter (a copy 
whereof is N^ II.) to my lord Conway. I have like- 
wife added fbmc other cxprefllons in my letters to my . 
lord Raneia^ concerning grants, tho' not at all fignifi* 
cant to the prefent purpofe, if the grounds of them be 
confidcred. That you may fee all J have wrote that can 
any ways be wrefted towards this matter, you. will find 
them in N** III. and I dcfire you to fliow them all to fe- 
cretary Coventry. After all this I conclude I need fay 
no more in relation to thofe inftruftions, and Mr. fecre- 
tary Coventry indeed cannot be blamed in believing I 
might have done him fome wrong, when fo notorioufly 
it was affirmed before his Majefty himfelf ; but I cannot 
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think you have altogether dealt fo kindly with me, who 
fliould know me better than to imagine any indirednefi 
in my proceedings. I did never till now fu(pe<3: you of 
popifli principles, for I perceive by all your late letters, 
that you firft conclude yourfelf directed by an infallible 
guide, and then from thence argue all the reft of the 
world to be hereticks, and that you cannot communicate 
with them ; if this be not lb, what mean your feveral 
expreffions to fey that you are fure you are in the right B 
and in your laft letter you fpeak of principles agreed on, 
and that you defire to leave me, and preferve yourfelf in 
the good efteem of honeft men, &c. whereas, it is impof^ 
fible for you to know all the circumftances relating to 
this government, and the private orders and directions I 
have from my mafter, and confequently cannot ^udge of 
the plainnefs and evennels I have conftantly ufed in my 
proceedings in matters of law or right between man and 
man. What letters foever I receive from his Majefty, I 
cannot nor will obey them if difagreeable to the known 
laws of the land j but in things indifferent, or the dif- 
pofing of this bufinefs into this or the odier hand; foE 
inftance, if his Majefty fliould command me to hold all 
my correlpondence for matters of the army with a foot-- 
man, or the meaneft fervant he has, I would be. pundual 
in the performance thereof: but for my own part I never 
did or will advile the putting things out of their due. 
eourfe, well knowing how much better it is for a princc: 
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to change his fervants, if he find them unfit for their 
places, than by altering the approved and fettled methods 
for the difpatch of his bufinefs, to confound the whole 
courfe of his afiairs, and unhinge even the government 
itfelf ; but I hope thefe late inftrudions, and all that 
hath been done upon them, when the truth comes to 
light, will be more to my advantage than any thing that 
hath ever happened. I do wifli yourfelf to take warning 
by this particular, and not to be over hafty in judging 
what I do, who have never ftirred oiie inch from the 
rules I firft laid down to myfelf, Chriftian charity ob- 
liges all men to fpeak well of the dead, and prudence in 
politicks ought doubtlels to engage all his Majefty's mi- 
nifters at home to make favourable conftrudions of the 
adions of thofe who are employed in foreign fervice, and 
to delay the giving their judgment of any thing they fee 
or hear till they know the bottom. I hope Mr. Harbord s 
over buiy humour will do me no prejudice ; I defire you 
will be cautious of it, and hold him to a plain and di- 
rect courfe ; in his late letter he hath fully opened him- 
felf concerning the matter of Effex-houfe, viz. that be- 
caufe it did not ^me through his means, the having of 
it would be inconvenient to me. I tell you, true it was, 
that I ever fufpeded him to be in the foundation of thofe 
obftrudions which were given to it, and I have of a 
good while obferved that Mr. Harbord has fo much aim- 
ed at the governing all with me, and the being matter 
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has made me refufe many things, though indifferent in 
themfelves, only becaufe he propofcd them; and this I 
fliall continue to do fo long as I find him obftinate in hia 
way, for of all things in the world I cannot bear it in a 
fervant to make himfelf mafter. I have nothing further 
to add, but remain, 

Your moft affbaionate brother, 

ESSEX. 

Part of the Lord Lieutenant's letter to lord Conway, 
dated May 26, 1674. Numb. L 

I *< I confefs, for my own part, I have ever been of 
" opinion, that his Majefty*s affairs receive much pre- 
" judice by not fufiering them conftantly to run in their 
^* due channels ; that is to fay, matters of the revenue 
" perpetually to run through my lord treafurers hands ; 
** queftions of gifts and grants through my lord keep- 
"•* er*s ; affairs of ftate and government through the fe- 
** cretary*s. And of this my opinion I have four or 
** five months ago given his Majefty a hint in one of my 
^* letters ; but having never received any diredions to 
" communicate his Majefty 's bufinels to any other than 
*' my lord of Arlington, I have conftantly (as a good 
" fervant ought to do) kept the courfe, &c." 

And I do intend for the future, upon the grounds of 
this.his Majefty 's private letter, which direds me to make 
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my return to my lord treafurer, to communicate all 
things relating to the revenue by that hand, unlefs I fee 
occaflon for me to write to his Majefty himfelf. 

Part of my letter to my lord Conway, dated June the 
8th, 1674. Numb. II. 

— — " The letter which came laft concerning thefe 
<* mills, is an eminent inftance how things of this fort 
** are pailed there, it being the ufual pradice among 
** them to give the drawing of the letter to the party 
** concerned, fo as he puts in what himfelf pleafeth. I 
<* am fure this method gives me much trouble here, but 
*« this I only lay to yourfelf and no other.** 

Part of my letter to my lord Ranelagh, May 6, 1674, 
and of May 16, 1674. Numb. III. 

> ■ " That which you lay, and which is alfo inferted 
« in his Majefty 's letter, that an over-payment in fome 
** parts ought to balance the want of performance in 
" others, I cannot, I confefs, altogether agree to : and 
** tho' his Majefty hath in his letter declared his opinion, 
<* yet, I conceive, I inay neverthelefs, with fubmiflion 
<* to his Majefty 's pleafure, offer my fenfe thereupon. 
** Thefe over-payments ought to be diftinguiftied, and 
*' the particular natures of each of them confidered j 
** for I lools upon the payments and debts of your lord- 
I " Ihip's 
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" fhip's undertaking to be of two forts, and thefe cither 
^ fuch, as you undertake to difcharge by certain gales, 
" and at fuch and fuch precife times, as payments on 
" the eftablifliments, the debts due on the civil and mi- 
" litary lifts, or luch as you are obliged to pay only be- 
** fore Chriftmas, 1675, as debts to Patrick Arthur, earl 
" of Anglefey, purchafe- money for the park, &c. Now, 
" if any of thefe latter are paid before the end of the 
" term, they ought not to come in balance with thofe 
** payments, which by the covenants you ought to make 
" at prefcribed times. Then, for his Majefty's letters 
" and gifts of bounty, your lordfhip well knows, that 
** much of the mifcarriage of his Majefty's bufinefs here 
" arofe originally from hence, that divers letters for gifts 
" and gratuities were procured, and thefe were dif- 
" charged, and the publick monies left unanfwercd, 
** which was one of the principal caufes that made way 
" for your lordfhip's undertaking. Now, if the pradice 
" be ftill to comply with letters of bounty, before ne- 
" ceflary charges and debts due, I would fain know how 
" the kingdom is in a better condition than under the 
" former vice-treafurer, and wherein the publick hath 
" an advantage by the undertaking ? Nay, I am fure, 
" his Majefty, who is unfatisfied with the adings of the 
" former vice-treafurer here upon this very point, cannot 
" when he ferioully refleds thereupon, be contented 
** with the like dealings in others. Yet, I confefs, there 
2 "are 



Digitized by 



< 

Google 



ARTHUR, EARL OF ESSEX. 231 

" are a third fort of payments, which, the neceffity of 
". ftate, obliged his Majefty to make ; fuch as the ex- 
" traordinary charges for the regiments maintained in 
*' England : and thefe, I conceive, are but reafonable to 
** be allowed; for I cannot but agree, that publick 
" monies may be permitted to balance publick monies •,, 
" tho' I fee no ground, why private ones fhould bear 
" the like weight in that fcale." 

Part of my letter to my lord Ranelagh, Ma^ i6j. 1674^ 

Numb. III. 

«—.—<« Some claufes there are in mine, relating to his 
" Majefly's letters of bounty, wherein, I confefs, I have 
*• been very free in giving my opinion ; but yet, I con- 
*' ceive, I have faid nothing difconfonant to prudence or 
** good reafbii ; and if your lordfliip pleafe to turn it 
<* the right way, I believe very good ufe may be made 
<* thereof to his Majefty's fervice : for when your lord- 
<• fhip fhall make it appear how backward I am to al~ 
« low thefe by expences upon your account, you may 
<* the better take upon you to obftruft the grants for the 
<* future;.**' 
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» 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY, 

Si r, Dublin Caftle, April 27, 1675. 

"VrOURS of the 20th I have received, and with it 
-■" fome papers enclofed, relating to a concern of my 
lord chamberlain's in the lapfed money. I have not 
known any fund in Ireland but has ever been overcharged 
with payments ; and if this be not, it is very good for- 
tune to thofe who have claims to parts of it. However, 
looking back into this matter, I perceive by his Majefty's 
late letter, that he has referved to himfelf the giving pre- 
ference of payment to any who have gz&nts on this fund^ 
for the words are, *' And the monies, £0 aflefled and 
<< levied, you are to cauie to be iflued and paid, in fuch 
« manner as We (hall think fit to dired, to the perfons 
" to whom We have granted the fame.'* Tho' the let- 
ter was counterfigncd by yourfelf, yet for your better in- 
formation, I have fent you a true copy of the letter end 
thereof. I am not at all interefted for Sir John Davies, 
or major Bolton (the latter of whom I never faw) further 
than apprehending their pretenfions to be juA, to fend 
them over to you ; but for my lord chamberlain, I have 
a particular refped, and fhall ever be ready to ferve him 
in any concern of his ; wherefore I cannot agree with his 
lordftiip in what he fays in his letter to you, that it is 
difficult to find out by what merit or heraldry any lord of 
Orrery fhould pretend to a preference before himfelf and 
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the other fecretaries : but in this cafe, the King's pleafure 
is doubtlefs a law ; and therefore I conceive it were beft 
my lord chamberlain, and thofe others concerned with 
him, had a letter to take place immediately after my lord 
of Orrery's fatisfa<5lion. And when lam armed with fuch 
an order, his lordfhip may reft fee u re (if I continue in 
the government) he fhall have right done him. I am 
very glad his Majefty will himfelf adjuft this afiair, con- 
cerning letters to be fent into this kingdom. It is a dif- 
ficult tafk I have in hand ; for if I difobey orders (I mean 
fuch wherein there is no illegality) his Majefty has juft 
cauleto caft me off; and, if I obey them, fbme of his 
miniftcrs take it ill from me, that they may have not the 
refpeds due to their places. And at laft, when things 
come to be examined, 1 being abfent, the whole blame 
of all irregularities is caft upon me, as if I defired and 
procured inftrudions without communicating any thing 
to the proper minifter ; whereas, indeed, I never wrote 
one fyllable to that efted:. And I have ftridly perufed 
all my letters, either to my lord treafurer, lord Conway, 
or lord Ranelagh, from thefirft of January 1673-4, till 
the nth of Auguft 1674, which was the day I received 
thefe private inftrudions; and do not find one word 
tending towards the propofing any new inftructions in 
general, much lefs thefe in particular ; and therefore I 
hope, if any thing hath been faid, as if I had been the 
author or contriver of them, you will be pleafed, in fuch 

H h manner 



Digitized by 



Google 



234 LETTERSOF 

manner as you think fit, to clear me of it. And as truth 
needs no fubterfuges, but when it comes to the liglu is 
always of advantage to thofe that guide themfelves by it; 
fo I doubt not but you will hereafter, feeing the wrong 
which has been done me in the tranfadion of this aflair, 
take fuch meafures of me and my proceedings, as for the 
future never to have any unkind imaginations of me. I 
do with fome impatience long to hear the receipt of my 
laft letters, and that my brother hath communicated to 
you what I then wrote to him. The illand of Ennis 
Boffine is always kept garrifoned ; being fome leagues 
from land, there is a neceflity of maintaining a boat 
there, to fetch provifions for them. Formerly a little 
fliip was employed for the fervice of this place and the 
ifle of Arran, 'which being long laid up in Galway, is 
become lb rotten, as it is daily ftolen away by pieces. 
The enclofed is from the receiver of his Majefty's revenue 
in thofe quarters, and will inform you what condition 
this Ihip is in ; but in regard fhipping is in the nature of 
munition for the defence of the kingdom, I would not 
difpofe of it without an order from England. That 
therefore which I defire of you is, that you will be pleafed 
to acquaint the lords commiffioners of the admiralty here- 
with, to the end I may have their directions to appoint 
fome principal perfons of the town (the mayor and- go- 
vernors being now in England) to value and fell the fliip, 
and with the money to buy a boat, which I am told will 
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not coft above twenty or twenty-five pounds, for the ule 
of the garrifon of this illand. Methinks the parliament 
feems very warm in their debates, and muft needs make 
work enough upon all your hands in England. I wifli 
this feflions may prove happy, and remain. 

Your moft faithful humble {ervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. HARBOR D. 

Mr. Harbord, Dublin Cattle, April 27, 1675. 

A T the foot of my laft, I told you I had yours of 
"^ -^ the 20th. If the treafurer or any other did aflert 
that I wrote either for the very inftrudions, or any in- 
ftrudlions whatfoever, they have done me wrong in it, 
being abfblutely falfe. I perceive you are alfo in an error, 
in apprehending that by the inftru(flions his Majefty re- 
ferves to himfelf a power to difpofe of lands and monies 
in this kingdom by a line of his own hand. The in- 
ftrudions do dired, that I (hall pais no lands upon any 
letters, unlefs it has been referred to my lord treafurer, 
and his report inferted in the preamble thereof; yet with 
this exception, unlefs the contrary be written to me with 
the King's own hand ; which diredion muft be under- 
ftood thus, that I may pafs fuch letters as come to my 

Hh 2 lord 
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lord treafurerV report ; but other letters, where his report 
is left out, are not to proceed, unlefs feconded by a pri^. 
vate letter.from the King hinafelf : not that a private let- 
ter alone fliould pals lands, &g. but only that a private 
letter fhould fuperfede thefe inilrudions. You tell me> 
that yowrfelf and my lord Ranelagh were to meet at my 
lord treafurer's, to prepare inftrudions for the future, 
fuch as were fit to be feen by all men, and ufeful and 
neceffary for grants. You that fee what work hath been 
made already of thofe inftrudions to my difadvantage, I 
do wonder you fhould engage yourfelf with any fadion 
or party in drawing new ones, whatever you do being 
in a manner conftrued my adt. If his Majefty thinks fit 
to fend me any commands, I fhall obey them; but as 
for new inftrud:ions, let his Majefty appoint whom he 
pleafeth to form them, and I am fatisfied ; but yet the 
more favourable way would be to let me have the heads 
of them, that I may offer my objedions againft them 
before they be figned. 

As to the compofure between my lord treafurer and 
Mr. fecretary Coventry, I am very glad to hear that his 
Majefty 's minifters are like to accord better than heretor- 
fore ; but yet I muft tell you^ that I ought to have right 
done me in the thing, and that the privy council fbould 
not believe I moved for thele inftrudions when I did not :. 
for I had rather lofe my employment^ tho' it were ten 
times the value it is, than not ferve as a man of honour^ 
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You have now at leftgth cleared the matter concerning 
Eflex-houfe, viz. thiat becaufe yourfelf was not employed 
in the affair, you judged it inconvenient for me to have 
k. I cannot compare this with any thing better, than 
that which you tell me in the end of your letter, name- 
ly, that in cafe money beafked in the houfe by any of 
the treafurer*s friends, the oppofite party are immediately 
refolved to put in a charge againft the treafurer ; fo as in 
the mean time his Majefty's affairs are in a good pofture, 
fince the two fadlions are feparably refolved, that the pub- 
Hck fhall not be fupplied, unlefs it come purely by one 
of their means, each endeavouring by fome by-way to 
obftrudt what the other doth. And in the like manner 
will my own concerns be, if you hold to thefe methods, 
not to let any thing be done but what yourfelf has a hand 
in and are the doer thereof; which I hope you will take 
warning for the future, rather to obferve what I dired* 
than to oppofe things becaufe you did not advife them. 
In relation to the houfe itfelf, though I would be glad 
to be mafter of it, if it might come fairly and hand- 
fomely, and like it the beft of any feat about the town j 
yet I never defired, or would engage any of my friends 
for ads of parliament to ferve private turns. But if in 
the common prohibition of new buildings, the turning 
of this into tenements be obftruded, I would not omit 
the opportunity of going on with that puchafe; and this 
you may let any of the members of parliament know,, 
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cither of miae or your own acquaintance. In caie any 
thing fhould be ftirring in parliament, as if I combined 
with my lord treafurer to divert the methods of govern- 
ment in this kingdom, that which I have writ at large 
to my brother in one by this pacquet, and two other let- 
ters, will fufficiently inftru(5t both him and you what to 
anfwer in it. You need not be nice in tellii^ any of the 
members the truth, fhould there be occafioa for it : for 
I am apt to believe, if you manage the aftair rightly in 
England, the plain dealing which I have fteadily purfued, 
when it comes to light, will B.x me firmer both in the 
favour of his Majefty, and the efteem of all good men, 
than ever I could have been,, had not this inftance to dc- 
monftrate it, arrived. 

I have fome few days fince received a letter from the 
duke of Monmouth, concerning yopng Mr. Sarsfield's 
death, and other particulars relating to that eftate. Let 
the duke know, that I have only delayed the anfwering 
his letter till I have advifed with the King's council here ; 
and that in a little time I fhall be able to return him an 
account which will be fatisEdory. I am, 

Your moft affedionate friend, 

ESSEX. 
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TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Si 9., Dublin Caftle, April 29, 1675. 

A MONO the other objedions which have been 
•*^** ftarted concerning my late inftrudions, I do hear 
that it has been alledged, that I myfelf put the affairs of 
grants, &c. out of the track, by making application to 
my lord trcafureron theicore of fome lands here. How- 
frivolous thk alfo is, the papers cnclofed will fully con- 
vince you : the truth of the matter was this ; I am fworn 
by my oath, not to fuflfer any thing to his Majefty*8 dif- 
herifon ; and having a difcovery made to me, that the 
mills and fiftiings of Kilmainham (then in the pretend- 
ed pofleflion of Sir Maurice Euftace) did of right belong 
to the King, I ordered Mr. SoUicitor and Mr. ferjean»* 
Reynell (the latter of which hath always been of Sir 
Maurice Euftace's counfel) to ftate the cafe : and I dealt 
fo fairly with Sir Maurice Euftace in the matter, that I 
told him of it ; and he either was, or might have been 
there, whilft it was drawing up; This cafe I fent into 
England to my lord of Arlington, acquainting his Majefty 
with the (ituation of thefe mills in the middle of the 
park, and how neceflary they were to the fword, as alfo 
that the landing belonging to the caftle ftood upon that 
ground ; and that Sir Maurice Euftace demanded rent 
for the ' fame, which had never been required of any 
4. former 
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former governors. Hereupon, I had a letter under the 
fignet, dated the 12th of February, 1673-4, direding 
me to profecute the King's right; but Sir Maurice 
Euftace being then or foon after in England, petitioned 
his Majefty to revoke this letter. This petition being 
referred to me, I made a report thereupon to his Majefty, 
which report I defire you will read deliberately, and ob- 
ferve how modeft it is. Afterwards my lord of Arling- 
ton's letter of the 24th of March came, ordering me to 
take pofleflion in his Majefty 's behalf, which I accord- 
ingly did. Sir Maurice Euftace being very ill pleaied 
that the King fliould have that which was his own, in- 
ftead of purfuing his claim in a legal way, fell foul upon 
me, and both in Ipeeches at London, and very unhand- 
fome letters hither (which letters I have feen), told every 
' body that he had a conteft with the lord lieutenant, and 
that he would be too hard for him : nay, he combined 
with colonel Richard Talbot, (who, fince my coming, 
hath conftantly been watching to do me injuries) to draw 
up fome heads in a piece of paper, expreffing my mif- 
behaviour and mifcarriages concerning the government 
here ; which paper was by Dick Talbot fhewcd to his 
Majefty, and have by me a copy of the feveral points 
whereof it confifted. His Majefty was gracioufly pleafed 
to give colonel Talbot this anfvver: That he looked upon 
the matters in themfelves to be very frivolous ; and be- 
iides, did not believe any of them to be true. Yet, af- 
ter 
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ter all thi>, by the afliftance of Mr. Brunker and Mr. 
Bridgman, Sir Maurice Euftace procured a letter, coun- 
terfigned by my lord of Arlington, commanding me 
forthwith to deliver back poffeilion again ; and in doing 
that^ played an ill cheat too, for he fhewed Mr. Harbord 
another form of a letter, which was only to give a con- 
firmation for the mills, and not to ftir thepoffeflion, and 
that Mr. Harbord confented to ; but afterwards, by the 
means of thefe men, he got the other letter figned, pre- 
tending Mr. Harbord had agreed to it. I muft confcfs, 
I was not more difta();ed at the thing, than at the perfbns 
who were made ufe of in the matter ; and above all, I 
could not but take it eictreme ill from my lord of Arling- 
ton, with whom I ever had fo fair a corre^ndence, to 
ufe me thus. Yet then I was far from endeavouring to 
put things out of their proper channel, but proceeded 
openly and plainly. I wrote to: my lord of Arlington 
ppon this fubjed, and alfo to his Majefty himfelf,. and 
likewife to .my lord treafurer, all dated June the 8th, 
1 674 ; and in that latter letter to my lord treafurer only 
faid this, " I am not one that Ihall ever defire to ftraighten 
** his Majefty *s hands in beftowing his graces upon any 
" perfon, &c. yet I would be glad that in this particular 
" cafe my honour may alfo' be conlidered. If therefore 
" your lofdihip can find any expedient to accommodate 
" both, you will mightily oblige, &c.'*' After which 
came a fignification of his Majefty's pleafure, that I 
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fliould continue the poffeflion, and that Sir Maurice 
Euftace fliould take the price for them that they were 
reafonably worth : but whether this fignification were by 
a former letter counterfigned by either of the fecretaries, 
or by any intimation from my lord treafurer, or what 
other way, I cannot fay, having looked my letters over, 
but cannot readily find it. Copies of the things that are 
material in this affair, I have herewith enclofed ; and 
tho' I know you are full of bufinefs this parliament-time, 
yet I hope you will allow me half an hour to perufe 
them. One point more I hear is looked upon as confi- 
derable in this cafe, which is, fi-om the diredions to keep 
the inftrudions private, when they fliould come : and as 
to that, I fay, my lord Ranelagh delivered it to me as 
the King's order, that they fliould be kept fecret ; and I 
do well remember he gave this reafon withal, that fliould 
they be made publick, it would render them ufele^, for 
every man would in his letter get a non obflante to them. 
His lordfliip brought vsrith him a private letter, written 
with his Majefty*s own hand, recommending him to me, 
fo as I had no reafon to believe it other than truth what 
he faid ; if it be falfe, let him anfwer for it. And now 
having removed all the objeftions that either I have heard 
of or can imagine upon this fubjcd, I do aflure you, 
that not only my judgment and reafon tells me, but even 
the conftant current of all the letters I have wrote into 
England, do, as much as was fit for me, to urge the 
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keeping of his Majefty's bufinefs in the proper officers 
hands; for I am certain, it. is better for the King to 
change any fervant he hath, than to confound the me- 
thods of difpatching his affairs : and as I have ever had 
a moft particular regard and kindnefs for your perfon, fo 
I doubt not but the convidion you will have, by the let- 
ters and papers I have fent over, of my plain dealing, both 
to yourfelf, and all others his Majefty's minifters, will for 
ever confirm and fettle me in your good opinion : and 
that thefe falfe fuggeftidns,' which have been alledged to 
my prejudice, may turn to fo good an end, is the earneft 
defire of 

Your moft faithful 

and moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Among the papers enclofed is a letter to my lord of 
Arlington, which being the only paflage of unkindnefs 
ever between us, I hope you will keep to yourfelf, we 
having fince been very good friends. 

Together with this letter were tranfmitted to Mr. fe- 
cretary Coventry, the flate of the cafe of Kilmainham 
mills. Sir Maurice Euftace's petition, reference, and my 
report, as alfo copies of two of my letters to my lord 
of Arlington and lord treafurer. 

li a TO 
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TO MR. HARBORD. 

Mr. Harbor d, Dublin Caftle, April 29, 1575, 

"VTOURS of the 24th is come to my hands. I have 
faid {o much in my late letters concerning the affair 
of Mr. fecretary Coventry, that there is little to be added j 
only fince it is affirmed that thefe inftrudions were not 
to be kept private, and that thofe concerning the oorthera 
forces fhould be kept private, I muft tell you, that 
when my lotd Ranelagh delivered the inftrudions to me, 
which was the nth day of Auguft, I aiked him whe- 
ther they were to be kept private, or no ? and he told me 
they were, and gave this for a reafon, that if they were 
known, men would get claufes and non obfiantes in their 
letters to fuperfede them. I had no reafon to fulpeft the 
credit of what his lordfliip delivered, in regard he was a 
privy counfel of this kingdom ; but chiefly becaufe he 
brought a private letter, written with the King's own 
hand, recommending him very much to me. As for the 
other inftrudions, relating to the northern expedition, I 
received them by the h&nd of Sir Arthur Forbefe, who 
told me withal, that I was to hold my intelligence con- 
cerning them with my lord treafurer, and him only, but 
faid not one word of keeping them private : and for that 
point, of holding my correfpondence with my lord trea- 
furer, the King's command by Sir Arthur Forbefe is a 
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fuiEcient authority. I hear alfo, there is much noife 
made, as if I put the afFair of grants, &c. out of the 
clommon road, by applying myfelf to my lord treafurer 
in the cafe of Kilmainham mills. I have wrote at large 
to Mr. fecretary Coventry upon that fubjed, and fuf- 
ficiently cleared the point j yet have left fomething ta 
your narrative, which you cannot but*remember. To 
conclude, if ever I have been, or (hall be blemifhed for 
putting things out of order, in relation, to this govern- 
ment, and fuggeftions of this nature, offered either in 
coiincil or elfewhere, I do hope and expert that my 
friends will not let it reft till I am fatisfied in the thing. 
My carriage has been fb plain and clear in an exad: 
obedience and conformity to his Majefty's commands, 
and paying a due reiped to all his minifters in their fe- 
veral ftations, as I am fure it would be for my advan- 
tage if all my letters and tranfadions were ported up for 
all men to fee and cerifure. But I will rather fuffer my- 
, felf to be made a pack4iorfe than bear other mens faults. 
I remain, your moft affedionate friend, 

ESSEX. 

P. S. I have given Mr. fecretary Coventry an account 

that the direftions to keep my inftrudions private, came 

from my lord Ranelagh, fo as I fuppofe that will clear 

*my lord treafurer of it. I have my brother's of the 

twenty-fourth of April. 
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TO MR.> THINNE. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, April 29, iSyg. 

TTAVING conftantly wrote to Mr. fecretary Coven- 
"*■ -■■ try by the late pacquets, I ha.ye nothing to tell you, 
but to acknowledge the receipt of feveral of the letters of 
the 13th, 1 7th, and 24th of April, which have all come 
fefe to my hands. 

I remain, your nioft afFedionate fervant, 

ESSEX. 



I 



TO THE LORD. ASTON. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftic, May i, 1675. 

T is fome time fince that I received your lordfhip's 
letter of the 2 ad of March; often the crowd of 
bufinefs, and at other times my lord of Carlingford be- 
ing out of town, who beft knew how to diredl the an- 
fwer, has hindered me thus long from making you a re- 
turn, for which I defire your pardon. I am forry that 
the ill-will of fome of your lordfhip's neighbours is fo 
great as to neceflitate you to quit the kingdom ; the offer 
you make me of the purchafe of Standon, I give you 
thanks for, but truly I am not a man who have {o well 
improved my time here, as to put myfelf into a condi- 
tion of purchafing, tho' I confefs if I were, this lying 
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fo near one of my own houfes, I fliould^ defire it ratheF 
than any other ; it is in fo good a hand now, that it 
troubles me it muft remove, I do not readily know any 
one that can deal for fo great a thing, and I believe your 
lordfliip will be forced to fell it in parcels, the fum being 
fo confiderable as few men have enough by them to go 
through therewith. My lord of Carlingford and I often 
talk of your lordfhip, and have many times wifljed you 
here, tho' I cannot hope for that good fortune, yet do 
affure your lordftiip, that wherefoever you are, you fhall 
not find any body with more truth and reality yours, than 

Your lordfliip's 

moil faithful humble fervant^ 

ESSEX. 
TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

Dear Brother, Dublin Cattle, May i, 1575; 

T HAVE wrote fo lately and fo fully to yourfelf and 
■*■ Mr. fecretary Coventry, as I have little to fay, only 
of a paper I received of fome votes of the houfe of com- 
mons. I find that there is a claufe which mentions, that 
on Saturday the a+th of April, it' was voted that an ad- 
drefs be made to his Majefty to prevent any further anti- 
cipation or charge of the cuftoms of England or Ireland, 

and 
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and this I hear, was grounded on the confideration of the 
condition of the navy. I do a little wonder there being, 
ieveral privy counfellors of Ireland in the houfe, that 
none of them fliould better- inform the hoiife of the con- 
dition of this country ; for I perceive that fcarce any 
votes pafs in relation to us, but many errors are commit- 
ted therein,, by not knowing the laws of the kingdom, 
and the cuftpms and pradices here : for the, particular 
now infifted on of the cufloms of Ireland, they have 
ever been applied to the fupport of the government and 
pay of the army, and not of the (hipping^ But as to the 
anticipation of this or any other part of the revenue, I 
have been fo utter an enemy to it, as I have refufed the 
King's letters, and made reprelcntations into England to 
ftop them J and if fuch papers were neceflary I would 
fend over copies unto you. 

Yourfelf and Mr* Harbord: have a very fair game to. 
play in relation to me, that is to fay, to avoid all fhufHings 
and difguifes, and to let my adings appear naked and 
open, which I am certain muft juftify me; wherefore I 
defire you will both of you endeavour to make his Ma- 
jefty fenfible that I am pun«9:ual in obeying his com- 
mands in all legal things ; and where any happen to flip 
which are otherwife, or inconvenient to his fervice, I do 
conftantly make reports upoa them to fuch perfons as 
himfelf direds me ; and that no frowns of any of his 
minifters how great foever, fhall ever divert me from 

this 



Digitized by 



Google 



. ARTHUR, EARL OF ESSEX. 249 

this courfe, and then to all his minifters, as treafurers, fe- 
cretaries, &c. you may aflure them that I do and will 
conftantly keep the bufinefs of this kingdom, as far as 
in me lyes, to its proper officers, unlefs his Majefty com- 
mands the contrary, in which cafe it is my duty to obey 
him. I have nothing further to add, but hope Mr. Har- 
bord and yourfelf will continue your care of me, and 
to recommend to you the managing of it with the 
greatefl plainnefs imaginable. 

I remain, your moft adedionate brother, 

. ESSEX. 

The paper enclofed, being part of a letter from my 
lord of Arlington to me, I defire you to deliver to_Mr. 
fecretary Coventry ; it belongs to fbme other papers which 
I fent him the 29th of April. Herewith you will alfo re- 
ceive two bills for five hundred pounds. 

TO MR. HARBOR a 

Mr. Harbord, Dublin Caftle, May 4, 1675. 

T Do very much long to hear of the receipt of my late 
letters, concerning the inftrudtions which were brought 
me by my lord Ranelagh. I hope a poft or two will 
bring me an account of them. I would have you to ac-' 
quaint his Majefty, that the books of the difpofition of 
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lands here, by the court of claims, are now com^deted, 
and will be ready to be fent within a fortnight. I con- 
ceive whilft the parliament fits there will be little leifurc 
to look into things of this fort, but £o fbon as I hear of a 
recefs I ihall fend a perfon over with them, together with 
a memorial that may lead to the ufe^ thefe books them- 
ielves i as alio fome propofals relating to the method of 
the dilix>fing of the lands which (hall be Tecovered, && 

I remain, your moll afiedionatc friend, 

ESSEX. 

« 

TO THE EARL OF SHAFTSBURY. 

Mt Lord, Dublin Caftle, May 4, i6ys^ 

TTAVING formerly troubled your lordfliip with a 
"*■ -*" letter of mine in a cafe depending before die houfe 
of peers between my lord Loftus and Mr. Barrel where- 
in I received your lordfhip^s favour, that it might reixive^ 
a drfpatch, and that men might n6t be wearied out with 
tedious and expenfive fuits, and with the long attendance 
required to them 4 and hearing that the caufeis now 
again brought -before the lords in .parliament, I could not 
refufe the delire of my lordXkoftus, to remind your lord- 
ihip of this my former letter ; and alfo to acquaint your, 
lordship, that fince that time, upon a petition of Mr* 
Barret, and reference to me firom.his Majefty, I was ob- 
-6 ligcd 
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liged to examine the whole SLSair ; it diked me two 
whole days hearing : I took the two chief judges (my 
lord chief juftice Booth being then in England) to my 
afliftance, and I made a report thereupon to his Majefty, 
which I have done with all the care and juflice I could ; 
both parties had bopies of this report, fo as I fuppofe my 
lord Loftus's agent will fliew your lordihip one of themi 
and therein I have (aid all that occurred to me as the true 
ftate of the cafe. I ihall not, in matters of juftice, re- • 
commend any thing one way or other, only givt what 
help I can for information, which having done, I fKall 
trouble your lordfhip no further, but remain 

Your lordfliip's 

moft faithful humble fervant. 

ESSEX. 

TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

Dear Brother, Dublin Caftle, Maf 81 1575. 

T HAVE yours of the 27th of April, giving me an 
-*■ account of fbme proceedings in parliament. You 
feem very much joyed that I was not named in that part 
of my lord treafurer's impeachment which related to this 
country. Tho* I think no one would defire to be named 
in the houfe of commons by way of crimination, yet I 
doubt not but this houfe of commons are in all refped^ 
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as worthy and juft as any other have been, and that fo 
wife a body as they, will not believe a man to be faulty 
only becaufe Ibme one malicious perfon fays he is. The 
particular which was hinted to me was to, this effed, 
that I had combined with my lord treafurer to introduce 
new methods for the difpatch of Irifh bufinefs. I am 
furc the late letters I have writ, if they are come to your 
hands, are fufficient to (hew the contrary j and the pri- 
vate inftrudions which are the things pointed at in my 
lord trcafurer's impeachment,, were procured in England^ 
and fent hither, without my knowledge or concurrence* 
I am not aihamed to have all my aftings that relate ta 
this government of Ireland, or concerning the publick,^, 
looked into ; nor do I think I can ever receive prejudice,, 
but rather an advantage, by having them (canned ; yet I 
muft on the other fide tell jrou further, that I find Mr* 
Harbord extreme unreafbnable,. for he is perpetually in* 
finuating to me, as if I fuffered much in my reputation 
in England by keeping fair with my lord Ranelagh. 
The vice-treafurer's place of this kingdom is in his Ma- • 
jefty's gift, and he has been pleafed to beftow it on this 
perfon ; now that it fliould be attributed to me as a feult, 
that I fhould live fair and well with thofe of his Majefty*s 
minifters that are in this government, is a moft miracul- 
ous thing to me; if any man can fhew one tittle of com- 
bination with ray lord Ranelagh to cheat his Majefty, or 
oxie inftance wherein I have connived, at any undue arti- 
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fices or praAices ufed in relation to their undertaking, 
then truly I were juftly to be blamed; but to be cenfured 
by an oppofite party, the head of whom, when he was 
fccretary, did, at my lord Ranelagh's inftance, offer to 
his Majefty's Signature, and counterfigri himfelf, fcveral 
orders, which if purfued did quite contradi<fl fome claufes 
ia the undertaking itfelf, and gave them a latitude of 
compounding of debts here, contrary to the cxprefs worda 
of thdr covenants ; and that I, who never failed to re- 
prefent the inconveniericies of thefc letters, and multi- 
tudes of others for grants, before I put them in execution, 
fhould now by thefe men be blemifhed upon this point, 
fcems one of the ftrangeft things in the world ; that I 
can fay that there is not one man on that fide the water 
(Mr. fecretary Coventry being only excepted, who indeed 
hath behaved himfelf exadly well. Sir Jofeph William- 
fon hath fcarce done any thing relating to us) who hath 
meddled with the afeirs of this kingdom, but I could, 
if I were upon the fpot, fhew notorious faults they have 
committed fince my coming hither ; but it is not my part, 
nor hath it ever been my inclination, to accufe men. I 
have and will keep ftridly to the performance of my or-» 
ders ; let others take their own ways and courfes in their 
a^irs. I muft alfo again remind you to advife Mr. Har-* 
bord to go more plainly to work in all my bufineis.. I, 
remain, 

Ygur moft. affedionate brother,, 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

My Lord, Dublin Ctftle^ Ma7 8, 1(75; 

T Herewith fend your lordiLip copies of a petition, an* 
''* fwer, and replication, in a matter in diipute between 
my lord of Ormond and the commiflioners of the trea* 
fury. As I was going to a hearing, I found an order of 
council, which had feveral months lay by me, relating 
to this afiair, by Ibme words whereof it feems to me 
that his Majefty had referved the judgment of this cafe 
to himfelf. Tho* the words are not clear to that pur- 
pofe, yet fince they may be of that meaning, I thought 
it moil proper to tranfmit the papers into England, ra- 
ther than to decide it here : and that no prejudice might 
happen to either fide, I have, by confent of both parties, 
ordered that the two thoufand live hundred pounds, be" 
ing the monies now payable at May, and the fum in 
queftion, be depofited in the farmer's hands *till the 
eighteenth of June next, before which time his Majefly 
will, I hope, give a determination to this af&ir. And 
being entered upon this point of the year's value, I- con- 
ceived it fit for me, and indeed the duty of my place, to 
flate a queflion which may arife upon this fubjed be% 
tween his Majefly and my lord Ranelagh and partners j 
the cafe is exprefled at large in the paper herewith en* 
clofed, and is of confiderable value. Having heard there 
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have been ibme debates in council, who was the proper 
officer for the lieutenant of Ireland to correlpond with, 
ftnd the matter remaining yet unfettled, I have therefore, 
to avoid all occa£ons of difguft, in purfuance of my 
private inftruftions, ient your lordOup thefe papers, and 
in conformity to form/er ruks and diredions, tranfmitted 
to Mr. fecretary Coventry duplicates of them. 
I am.your lordihip*^ 

moft £uthful humble iervant, 

ESSEX. 

State of the caie between his Majefty and the lord 

Ranelagh. 

. By the aA df explanation, there are three hundred 
thoulknd pounds to be rai&d, whidi are to be. paid to 
the following uies, viz. 

Fifty thoufand pounds to t^e King. 

Fifty tihouiand pounds to the lord Ormond. 

One hundr^ thoufand pounds to the 49 officers. 

And the laft one hundred thoufand pounds to be ifTued 
out for the difcharge ^f iuch iums of money« as his 
Majefly had appointed to be paid out of the half year 9 
rent, payable by the farmer 9& ; and what had been rc^ 
ceived and paid upon the :£dd former afiv' w>^ to be. 
reckoned as part therectf^ 

Out of this lafl one hundred thou&nd pQundi, there 
were, at the time of the paffingthe explanatory aft, forty- 
eight 
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iiight thoufand pounds remaining to the due of Ormondi 

which was more than all the money that was to come in 

of this laft 1 00,000 pounds would fufHce to fatisfy, in 

regard there had been about fifty thoufand pounds raifed 

upon this former ad, which being reckoned part of this 

one hundred thoufand pounds, there did not remain 

above forty-two thoufand pounds to be paid to complete 

this laft one hundred thousand pounds.. The duke of 

Ormond, in 1669, in purfuance of an agreement then 

made between the King and the faid duke, afUgned this 

forty-eight thoufand pounds to the King, and the King 

thereupon granted him five thoufand pounds a year for 

four years, with a provifoe to this efFed, that if at the 

end of the faid four years the King fhould have received, 

by virtue of the faid duke's affignment to his Majefty, 

more than twenty thoufand pounds, then the faid five 

thoufand pounds per annum to be continued to the laid 

duke, until he fhould receive from the King as much as 

the King fhould have received by virtue of his aflign- 

ment. And if at the end bf the faid four years, the 

King fhould not have itccived twenty thoufand pounds, 

by virtue of the faid duke's aflignment, then the King's 

payment of the faid five thoufand pounds a year to the 

faid duke to ceafc, «iitil the King fhould have received 

more than the faid twenty thoufand pounds, paid by vir- 

. tue of the faid aflignment. 
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The duke of Ormond received this five thoufand 
pounds a year for four years ; and in the lord Aungier's 
ftate of the revenue, whereupon my lord Ranelagh's pro- 
pofals were grounded, this five thoufand pounds a year 
is reckoned upon as payabJe to the duke of Ormond, 
during the whole time of the faid lord Ranelagh's con- 
trad. 

But at the end of the (aid four years, this payment of 
five thoufand pounds per annum to the duke of Ormond 
ceafed, in regard the King had not then received {o 
much by virtue of the faid duke*s afijgnment, as the 
twenty thoufand pounds that the (aid duke had received 
in thofe four years from the King. 

The King hath fince received the greateft part of the 
(aid three hundred thoufand pounds ; and the lad fum 
playable to complete the whole payment thereof, being 
about thirty-one thoufand pounds, is this prefent year 
applotted upon the whole kingdom, to be paid at Lady- 
day laft, and Michaelmas laft, by even proportions; 
which when received, the whole three hundred thoufand 
pounds will be paid ; and the duke of Ormond now ex- 
peds that his payment of five thoufand pounds a year 
(hall again begin, and be continued unto him until he 
{hall have received twenty thoufand pounds more, or 
thereabouts, that the King will receive by virtue of his 
aflignment, befides the faid twenty thoufand pounds al- 
ready paid. 

Li The 
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The duke of Ormond can at the utmoft exped to re- 
ceive but five thoufand pounds more for this prefent year 
from the King, before my lord Ranelagh's contrad de- 
termines at Chriftmas next, within which time the whole 
refidue of the three hundred thoufand pounds will be 
due and payable to my lord Ranelagh and partners ; fo 
that at the end of their contract there will be, at the leaft, 
about feventeen thoufand pounds due from the King to 
the duke of Ormond, to be paid him by five thoufand 
pounds a year, from Chriftmas next, out of the revenue 
here ; and the whole money affigned to the King in con- 
fideration of this five thoufand pounds a year, will grow 
due before Chriftmas next. 

So that unlefs my lord Ranelagh and his partners, at 
the end of their contrail, leave as much money in the 
trealury of what was affigned to the King by the duke of 
Ormond, as will fatisfy the duke of Ormond what will 
be then due to him from the King, there will be a lof& 
to the King of fo much as will remain unpaid to the duke 
of Ormond, at the end of the lord Ranelagh*s contract. 



TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Si r, Dublin Caflle, May 8, 1675. 

"VrOU will, enclofed with this letter, receive a peti- 
tion, anfwer, and replication in an affair relating: 
to my lord duke of Ormond. I was indeed proceeding. 
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to a determination of this matter ; but upon review of 
fome of my papers, I found an order of council, dated 
January 14, 1673-4, wherein are thefe words, "in 
** which time his grace will be able to make out and re- 
" prefent unto his Majefty that matter ;" which feem to 
me as if his Majefty had referved the hearing of this 
affair to himfelf ; whereupon I thought it my duty to 
defift, and for the prefent, that no wrong might be done 
to either in the cafe, I ordered, by confent of both parties^ 
that the two thoufand five hundred pounds, being the 
money now payable at May, fhould remain depofited in 
the hands of the farmers of Cork-houfe till, the eighteenth 
of June next, before which time, I hope, his Majefty 
may pleafe to give a final determination to this matter. 
And now that I am upon the fubjed of the year's value, 
and the payment to my lord of Ormond out of it, the 
duty of my place obliges me to give his Majefty an ac- 
count of a particular within that fund, which may raife 
fome dilpute at the clofe of my lord Ranelagh*s contrad ; 
and indeed I conceive it were for his Majefty's fervice, 
that the thing were determined fomething earlier : the 
cafe itfelf is ftated at large in one of the papers here en- 
clofed, marked IV. it concerns the King to the value of 
feventeen thoufand pounds. It were ftrange if my lord 
Ranelagh fhould receive the whole fund, out of which^ 
originally my lord of Ormond was to be anfwered his 
money, and the King remain liable to the payment of 
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fcventeen thoufand pounds thereof after the expiration of 
their patent: and I am of opinion that this was not 
thought of at the clofe of the agreement with my lord 
Ranelagh ; but doubtlefs it were very convenient, that the 
matter before the re-applotment were all colleded, were 
taken into confideration, and fome way or other adjuft- 
ed. The almoft three years experience I have had in 
this employment, makes me know that any man does 
unwifely to argue by letters from this fide of the water, 
a point againd one, and that fo dexterous a man as my 
lord Ranelagh, being on the place; wherefore having 
Aated the cafe, I have done that which was fit for me ta 
do, and leave the remaining part to fuch further direc- 
tions as his Majefty {hall give therein. Your letter of the 
firft of May, which I received laft night, giving me an 
account that mine of the 24th of April was come to 
your hands, was moft welcome to me, not doubting but 
the intrigue of the affair I then writ to you about, will 
be fully difclofed. 

I am, your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Not knowing what method to hold for reprefenting 
things of this nature^ it being, as I hear, a difpute in 
council, with whom I am to correfpond, I have therefora 
fent duplicates of the enclofed papers to my lord trea?- 
furer^ as well as tranfmitted. them, to yourf?lf.. 
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In this letter to Mr. fecretary Coventry, as alfo in that 
of the fame date to my lord treafurer, were euclofed 
copies of the. petition, anfwer and replication, order of 
council, account of monies paid to meriting perfons, 
ftate of the cafe between his Majefty and lord Ranelagh, 
&c. and likewife of fome claufes in lord Ranelagh*s, &c. 
contract* 

TO MR. HARBORD. 

Mr. HARBOai>» Dublin Caftle, May 8, 167J. 

T HAVE yours of Nfey ift, wherein you give me a 
-•" good account of proceedings in England, which I 
defire you will continue to do. Your letter gives me no 
occafion of anlwer, fave only one part, which I am con- 
fident is a miftake in you ; yet, left it might concern me> 
I do now write to you that fubjedl. The words of your 
letter are, ** there was a petition two days fince at our 
*« door againft Eflex, whofe decrees are much complain- 
** ed of, but I believe it is fuppreft;" I cannot imagine 
how this can relate to myfelf, in regard? of the word De- 
crees, but rather fuppofe it may concern the lord keeper 
of England,, or my lord chancellor here; however, I 
Iiave been confidering with myfelf what there is done by 
me, which may bear the nature either of judgments or 
decrees,, and who thofe are which may think themfelves 
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aggrieved, or have any colour (for folid ground, I am 
confident, they can have none) of complaints againft 
me. The orders of councils may be efteemed decrees, but 
I know not of any to be of difguft, except thofe con- 
cerning this city, at my firft coming over, which did 
indeed diftafte the feditious party there ; but for thefc, if 
we are heard, I am fure I can fully juftify them : for 
things done by myfelf, there are none that relate to meum 
and tuum, but the debts due from the army, and for 
thofe, they are, I am certain, as carefully managed as can 
be in the world. Of many hundred of petitions, I may 
fay a thoufand, I am confident there are not ten in the 
whole, but have been agreed by confent.of both parties, 
and ordered accordingly : two cafes there are indeed of 
this nature, wherein the creditors feem difTatisfied. 

I. The one is between one Cals, (who by the way I 
hear is gone into England) and one Thompfon, a ler- 
jeant of the royal regiment : the truth of the ftory is 
thus, Thompfon owed Cafs fifteen pounds, for which 
Cafs petitioned ; and, upon the reference, Mr. Holroyd 
calling the parties according to cuftom before him, tho* 
he found Cafs very peevifli, yet agreed the matter hy 
confent, that Thompfon fhould pay the fifteen pounds 
at two gales, as the report mentions afterward : this Cafs 
going home to his wife, who had fome peevifh quarrel 
with Thomfon, (he exafperated her hufband to infill up- 
on the having the benefit of the law, and indeed did not 
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value the debt fo much as to arreft this Thompfon, to 
put affronts upon him, and that only in Ipight ; fo at 
this Cafi came the next morning to the fccretary's ofEce, 
and finding Mr. Holroyd there, flung down his petition 
and report, and told him that he would have the benefit 
of the law, and that he cared not a f — t for them all, 
and that a privy counfellor would do his bufinefs for him. 
This Mr. Holroyd, who is now in London, can fwear to, 
if occafion requires it. This report being brought to me, 
and an account of thefe particulars, I faid that I ^would 
not have men jeft with me, and give confent, and after- 
wards fly oflT as they pleafed, and afiront thofe whom I 
employed, and thereupon diredled an order anfwerable to 
the report. 

IL The other is between one Knijght, a foldier in the 
earl of Arran's company, and one Baker, a townfman of 
Dublin, the latter of which petitioned to have the benefit 
of the law againft Knight, for two hundred pounds which 
he owed him. The petition being referred to Mr. Holroyd> 
there appeared an old agreement for the payment of the 
two hundred pounds at feveral gales; and the reporter did 
certify, that he thought it realbnable that Baker fliould 
be held to this agreement, and that the other was con- 
tent to pay at thofe times : and an order was drawn ac- 
cordingly, purfuant to the report. I well remember when 
this was brought to me, I looked upon two hundred 
pounds- to be a great fum,, and conceived it iinreafonable 
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for me to order any agreement of Co confiderable a value, 
to be valid, if it were not fo in law. Ufually the cafe of 
foldiers debts were within that narrow compais, as I could 
dired payment out of their perfonal pay, and by that 
keep the creditors ; but this was fuch a fum as Knight*s 
pay would never anfwer ; and belides, I looked upon the 
agreement as a little extravagant in giving fix years time 
for payment ; I therefore refufed iigning the order, and 
commanded Mr. Beecher to carry it to my lord chief 
juftice, to perufe and confider well of it; who did fo, and 
returned it with fome words of amendment, written with 
my lord chief juftice's own hand, which being thus 
brought back, I figned it. 

And now I have done this long letter, I am confident 
it is to no purpofe, but that you have only miftaken the 
figure of your cypher 38 for 83 ; if fo, pray take a lit- 
tle care of your figures for the time to come,, otherwife 
you fnay run me into a multitude of errors. I cannot 
imagine that barely the being in employment, fhould in 
this age be efteemed a crime ; if fo, all government muft 
ceafe; and for my own particular, I fhall only defire, 
if any matter be ftarted againft me, I may have a little 
time to examine my papers, and I (hall juftify myfelf. 
' However, let all men rcfle<a, that this my employment is 
very great ; and fo numerous are the papers I muft fet 
my hand to, as it is impoflible for me to perufe them 
all, tho* I did nothing but read day and night. Let^any 
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man, who is but a juftice of peace, ferioufly conlider 
whether he does not every year commit many faults in 
relation to his office ; if he a<3:s not at all, he breaks his 
oath, and if he does ad, the laws are fo various which 
guide him, it is impoffible for any man in that employ- 
ment to be fpotlefs ; neverthelefs this I am fure I can fay, 
that no man throughout the whole kingdom can juftly 
accufe me of any notorious oppreffion or injuftice of any 
kind, or that I have done any irregular thing for profit 
to myfelf, or favour to a friend ; and upon thefe grounds . 
I ileep quiet, and am very much at eafe. 

I remain, yoi|r moft afFeAionate friend, 

ESSEX. 

4- 1 !{{!{{{ i ! i i n r n 1 1 M n i 1 1 1 i I! i 1 M i i f 

TO THE LORD AUNGIER. 

Mt Lord, Dublin Caftle, May 8, 1675. 

T HAVE yours of the 27th of April, and give your 
lordfhip thanks for the intelligence therein. Methinks 
you begin pretty warmly in the houfe of commons, but 
I hope all will conclude well for his Majefty's fervice. 
My other letters take me up fo much time, as I have no 
leifure to fay any more, but remain, 

Your lordfliip's 

moft faithful and af}e£lionate fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Mm TO 
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TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, Mayii, 16^5. 

'T^HIS laft pacquet brought me the welcome news of 

•*■ the votes pafled in the houfe of commons relating 
to your lordfliip ; and tho* I have ever hoped, that no- 
thing of moment could be ever fixed upon you to your 
difodvantage, yet knowing how bufy fadlion, and the 
animofities of men, always are againft thofe who po£le{s 
great places ; I could not, without (bme anxiety, attend 
the fuccefs. I affure myfclf, my congratulation will not 
come unfeafonably, tho* later than others, it being dis- 
patched as {bon as the diflance of place will admit, and 
is as real as any who pretended theirs earlier, and as your 
lord (hip will believe me to be one who wiflieth you may 
long enjoy the employment you hold with honour to 
yourfelf, and advantage to his Majefty*s fervice. 
I am your lordlhip's 

moft faithful and moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD CONWAY. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, May 1 1, 1675. 

T HAVE two of your lordfhip*s, the latter dated the 
4th inftant ; as to what relates to the difcourfe at the 
council table, it was wrote not only to myfelf, but to 
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three othet perfbns of confiderable quality, and all that 
fame which I recited in my former letter to your lord- 
iLip ; yet however, if five hundred men fliould fay it, 
and my lord treafurer himfelf dei>y it, I fhaU not at all 
believe the thing. 

I am glad to find the matters tend fo much to an 
union in parliament, and I hope they will rife in good 
temper. I cannot prefume to judge of things there, 
efpecially my whole mind having been for thefe three 
years only turned to the affeirs of this kingdom ; but to 
my appreh^fion, if the parliament do comply £> lar a» 
to give the leaft fum of money that can be, the reputa- 
tion of his Majefty and the parliament being well toge- 
ther, will be of fo great advantage to his Majefty 's in- 
terefts both at home and abroad, as the credit of this 
will be of much more value than any money they caw 
give, and probably at winter they will do more : fure I 
am, that if they be brought to any thing of this forty 
the King is much obliged, and ought to value thofe pcr- 
£)ns who are fo inftrumental and ailiduous in his af&irs» 

That concerning my lord Hallifax, feems the plea- 
&nteft fetch that I have known >, however it plcafeth me 
much to receive iriftances, as I do upon all occafions, of 
the firnmefs of ray lord treafurer's kindne^ to me. There 
are Ibme little things wherein F conceive my lord Ranc- 
lagh is in fome meafure to blame, and thofe relate to- 
toyfelf in particular ; and truly, when I know this of 
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any, i am not fcrupulous either in telling it themfelves, 
or writing to fome friends that may difcourfe it v^th 
them. Your lordfhip knows well that my lord Ranelagh 
has ever many irons in the fire, and defigns on foot at 
court to make friends ; therefore for fome of thefe pur- 
pofes, he affifts feveral perfons towards the getting of let' 
ters for grants in this country ; and then when any of 
thefe proves unreafonable, he tells the perfons that it is 
not his fault they do not receive the benefit of them, but 
it lies at my door : this he did both when he was here, 
and fince in England, as I could give feveral inftances, 
particularly my lady Stephens, whom he told, that if I 
would give an order upon her letter, fhe fhould have her 
money. Whereas indeed it is the duty of the vice-trca- 
fiirer to obftruA letters, rather than forward them ; and 
when fuch letters do come, it is proper for the lieutenant^ 
if he fufped any thing of inconvenience, to refer them 
to the vice-treafurer, whofc report fhould fignify any ill 
confequences arifing from fuch gifts ; and for this point 
1 muft acknowledge his partners have done me great 
right, and taken off from me by the feveral reports they 
have made on his Majefty*s letters, the clamours which 
men who are denied would caft upon me; pow if inftead 
of this, my lord Ranelagh does always tell perfons that 
the fault lies in me, that they have not their monies arfd ' 
letters pafied; tho' this is not an abfolute defiance, yet it 
is an endeavour to give me what trouble and difquiet he 
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can in my employment, and indeed the going contrary 
to tht very duty of his own place. I wifh your lordfliip 
would difcourfe this matter with him, and fet him right, 
for truly there is trouble enough in performance of this 
office ; and no need that his Majefty*s minifters, who are 
fubordinate to the lieutenant, fhould create any more 
vexation to him. 

I have nothing further to add, but to give your lord- 
fhip thanks for your continued kindnefs to me, and to 
affure you, that I am, with all reality, 

Your lord{hip*s moft faithful 

and moil affedionate fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. HARBORD. 

Mr.Harbord, Dublin Cattle, May II, 1675. 

T HAVE yours of the 4th of May, and in it an ac- 
"*■ count of the parliament's proceedings ; we have no- 
thing here to give you notice of, and therefore my let- 
ter will be fo much the fhorter. I conceive this is a very 
inconvenient time to mention any thing of money ; and 
therefore the grace that was intended me by his Majeily, 
I defire it may abfolutely refl at prefent, and not one 
word be fpoken of it. I would have you fpeak to Mr. 
Henry Ho<l?ard, or the earl of Suffolk, that I may have 
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three of my mares covered by fomec^ his ftallions, be- 
ing unprovided myfelf ; and fend the cnclofed note to 
Canterbury fb foon as may be ; and alfb tell my brother 
Henry, that I have his of the 5th inftant. 

Mr. Petyt does fail iri fending the journals of the houfe 
of peers ; there hath but one of them come fince the fit- 
ting of the parliament, but thofe of the houfe of com- 
mons have conftantly been traufmitted. The enclofed 
comes from a gentleman now a prifoner in the King's- 
bench, who is felling fbme land near Hadham, pray let 
him know I am not in a purchafing condition, fb that 
he may difpofe of it to any other. 

I am your mx>fl affedionate £riend| 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD HALLIFAX. 

My Lord,. Dublin Caftle, May 15, 1^75. 

'TpHIS gentleman, major RatcHiFe, having fbme oc- 
•*■ cafions which call him into England, I could not 
let him go, without accompanying him with a letter to 
kt your lordfhip know, that according to your firft re- 
commendation, I find him a careful diligent officer, and 
every way a very good man. The outfkirt of the world 
where I am, furnifheth us with little matter worth tha 
troubling your lordfhip at any time, which makes me 
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not fo often entertain you with any of my letters ; yet 
however, I doubt not but your lordihip will believe that 
my wiflies for your happinels and profperity are ftill the 
fame as ever, and that my endeavours £hall not be want- 
ing upon all opportunities to levidence the reaHty of my 
being. 

Your lordfliip's "moft faithful 

and moil humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO DOCTOR FELL. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, May 15, 1675. 

nPHIS gentleman, Mr. Moore, is fon to a very con- 
fiderable nobleman of this kingdom, the earl of 
Drogheda, who having fent him into England in order 
to his ftudies, and for that end intending to place him 
in the univerfity of Oxford, his lordfhip defired me to 
write a line or two to acquaint you therewith ; which 
having done, I doubt not but you will pleafe to afford 
this young nobleman your countenance and protedion, 
wherein you will lay an obligation upon 

Your moft ^ithful fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO MR. THINNE. 

Mr. Thinve, Dublin Caftle, May i8, 1675, 

T H A. VE received yours of the 1 1 th of May, and 
-*" there being little here worth the fending, I fhall not 
this pacquet trouble Mr. Secretary with a letter, but only 
remit to you the enclofed papers, which was a complaint 
made in England by a minifter of this country, who pre* 
tended he was illegally caft out of his livings, which had 
it been fo, he. ought doubtlefs to have firft come to me 
before he had offered his petition to his Majefty ; and 
befides, I prefume the mailers of requeft are not the pro- 
per officers for fuch things, but the fecretaries. I have 
therefore enclofed my lord Primate's report, that you 
may give it Mr. fecretary Coventry, to fhew him what 
manner of petitions men venture to ofier. 

I am your mofl afFedionate fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD CONWAY. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, May 18, 1675. 

'\TO\J cannot expe<9: any long letter from me, here 
"^ being nothing of conffequencc to communicate to. 
you, the affeirs of the country refling, now fo much up- 
on what we fhall hear from your fide. I have received 
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yours of the 1 1 th of May, together with a very kind let- 
ter from my lord treafurer ; and this letter I fhall anfwer 
by the next pacquet. I cannot help the errors, which 
they who are related to me do commit, but fhall be fure 
for my own part to carry myfelf juftly and evenly to- 
wards all, and friendly to thofe who have obliged me. 
That men do labour to work mifchief, and create dif- 
quiet to one in my ftation, is no new thing, for I believe 
it was never otherwife ; but I doubt not to be fupported 
by the juftice of my adions, and the Hrmnefs I will ever 
Ihew in the pundual obeying of his Majefty's commands. 

It feems to me but an ill omen, that the houfe of com- 
mons are fo ready to take fire one againft another, I pray 
God the temper of the nation be not the fame ; this king- 
dom may be looked upon as the quieteft part of his 
Majefly's dominions, and I am confident may be kept (o 
with any ordinary prudence, for there is nothing trouble- 
fome here but the petty feuds of the city of Dublin, 
which I perceive do flill increafe, yet a good round way 
of dealing with them will I prefume fet all at reft. 

I have fpoken to my lord Colooney for a golhawk, 
who tells me he has three airies, and therefore I fuppofe 
I fhall not fail of one fo foon as they are ready to be 
taken, I am, with perfeft truth, 

Your lordfhip*s moft faithful, 

and moft affediionate fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE KING. 

Dublin Caftlc, May 22, 1675. 

May it plea&e youR Majesty, 

HILST the parliament was fitting, I concluded fo 
many other, important affairs would fill your 
thoughts, as your Majefty could not well be at leifure ta 
take the concerns of this kingdom into confideration ; 
and therefore I have hitherto forborn the diverting your 
Majefty with any of my letters, though fome occafions 
have arifen, where there was need enough of knowing 
your Majefty *s particular fdeafure ; for I ^have heard that 
feveral difputes have been of late between fome of your 
Majefty *s principal miniftcrs, concerning the paffing of 
grants, &c. in Ireland. Whatever their precedents are, I 
am fure your Majefty's pleaiure is a law in this cafe j and 
whether your Majefty do think- fit to keep the old rules> 
or to model this matter into new methods, I ftiall punc- 
tually obey your Majefty's orders. 

This conjundure (the expiration of my lord Ranclagh & 
contract, as alfo that of the farmers, drawing fo near a& 
Chriftmas next] will occafion many fignal alterations ia 
the affairs of this kingdom ; and therefore that all may 
be duly fettled, and that I may more clearly know what 
meafures I am to obferve for the future, I do humbly 
propofe to your Majefty, whether it may not be con- 
venient I made a journey for fome little time into Eng- 
land, and upon thefe following confidcrations, 
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ift, That your Majefty may be truly informed of the 
iftate of this kingdom : this was perforially given by my 
lord of Strafford, twice in the time of his government, 
adly, That your Majefty may underftand of what ufe 
and advantage this kingdom (if rightly managed) may 
be to the ilipport and ftrengthening of your other domi- 
nions, sdly, That preparations may be made for the 
calling of a parliament here, and the heads of fuch pub- 
lic bills propofed, as may be proper to be offered there ; 
and that your Majefty may have fome profpe<a given 
you^ what hopes there are of obtaining a fupply from 
the people, for the repairs of necefTary forts, ftoring the 
magazines, and other public occafions. 4thly,. In re« 
gard my lord Ranelagh*s contra<^, and the farmers term, 
do both determine at Chriftmas next, it muft of neceffity 
be ^eedily refolved, whether the revenue fhall be kept 
in farm, or for fbme time taken into management ; if it 
be new farmed, thefe old farms muft be abfolutely agreed 
with, fb as to preclude them from levying any arrears 
due to them during their time, or otherwife the new ones 
will be entitled to defalcations. If the revenue be kept 
in management, proper and experienced perfbns muft be 
nominated commifHoners, to take charge thereof; and . 
whether the one or the other be concluded, fome in- 
ftru€lions muft be propofed for the chief governor to ob- 
ferve, to prevent your Majefty 's running again into debt. 
Laftiy, a new eflablifhment is to be framed, fuitable to 
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the revenue which is likely to accrue to your Majefty, af- 
ter the determination of the prefent farm. 5thly, In-or- 
der to the rendering your Majefty 's revenue certain for 
the future, it is requifite that the quit-rents (a principal 
branch thereof) be completely fettled, which can only 
be done by abating them on fuch lands as are unprofit- 
able, and providing how the arrears due from them fhali 
be anfwered ; this work I have taken fome pains to mo~ 
del, and have completed it, but it will be ib difficult to 
make the reafons of it intell^ible, and to anfwer the fe- 
veral objedions that may be made againft it, unlefs I 
were upon the place, I know not how it may be done^ 
in fuch manner, as to convince the world of the clear- 
nefs and reafonableriefs of the thing. 6thly, The books 
for the dilcovery of concealed lands being now com- 
pleted, and ready to be fent over, much matter will 
arife upon this fubjed, ta propofe ta your Majefty in or- 
der to the finding out fuch lands as are fiaudulently de^ 
tained) and concerning the diftribution of them, pur- 
liiant to the adls of fettlement. ythly, That I may from 
your Majefty *s own mouth receive diredtions, ini what 
manner, and to what points, I fliall correspond with 
each of your great minifters. 

If thefe fe veral heads be of that weight, as your Majefty 
doth conceive it to be of advantage to your fervice, that 
I were upon the place when they arc debated and fettled^ 
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I fliall moft readily give my attendance there, in obedi- 
ence to your commands, which in all things fhall guide 
the proceedings of 

Your Majefty's moft humble 

and moft obedient fubjed and fervant, 

ESSEX. . 



TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

My Lori>, Dublin Caftle, May 22, 1675^ 

T MUST give your lordfliip thanks for the favour of 
your letter on the 1 1 th of May, which doth fuf- 
ficiently (hew what arts are ufed to create mifunderftand- 
ings between us ; and as it feems this is endeavoured by 
divers on that fide the water, fo I can affure your lord- 
fliip there are feme in this kingdom who do their parts 
as cunningly therein; for it is unimaginable how many 
ridiculous reports are here raifed upon this fubjed ; but 
as thefe pafs unregarded by me, fo I doubt not your lord- 
fliip will do the like juftice by giving no credit to the. 
vain fpeeches of men, who would drive on their own 
defigns of mifchieving us both ; and that you will ever 
by my a<Sions judge of the fincerity of thofe profeflions 
I make of ferving your lordfliip. I am very confident,, 
could I have the good fortune but to wait on your lord- 
fliip fomc few hoursji it would for ever clear my integrity,, 
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and fix me unmoveable in your good opinion. But con- 
lldering the nature of my employment, it is a happinels 
that I have often wifhed, tho' without the hopes of en- 
joying. Yet now at this conjundure of affairs I am apt 
to perfuade myfelf it might be of confiderable importance 
to his Majefty's fervice, that after the parliament were 
rifen, and a leifure time to confider of the afiairs of this 
country, 1 were upon the place for a month or fix weeks,, 
and that uppn thefe confiderations, 

I ft, That his Majefty might have an account of the 
ftate of the whole kingdom, Which cannot be Co well de- 
lineated by letters, as it may be defcribed by difcour^ 

2dly, That preparations might be made for holding sl- 
parliament here, and the heads of fuch matters as arc 
there to be treated on, refolved. 

3dly, In regard that my lord Ranelagh*s contra^:, and 
the farm, both determine at Chriftmas next, that it may 
be confidered whether it will be propereft to put the re- 
venue again immediately into farm, or rather that for 
Ibme time it be kept in management ; upon both which 
much may be faid. 

4thly, A new eftablifhment muft be prepared, where- 
in doubtlefs it is proper the chief governor were confulted. 

5thly, The books for dilcovery of lands being all now 
completed, and ready to be tranfmitted into England, 
rules muft be agreed on in what manner to proceed to 
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the difcoverj of thefe concealments, and alfo by what 
methods thefe lands fhall be diftributed. 

6thl7, The reducing feveral of the quit-rents upon 
tinprofitablc lands, and making fome conclufion with the 
prefent farmers for the arrears ; a work highly neceflary 
for the public good of this kingdom: as alfo for the fu- 
ture afcertaining of his Majefty*s revenue, the model 
whereof is prepared ; but there are fo many objedions 
ugainft it, as to anfwer them all I have drawn up a little 
trad by way of dialogue, which I have fent over by Mr* 
Goddlphin, that your lordfliip may fee what large dif* 
courfes muft be writ upon^ every head to make them in- 
telligible, if matters of thefe natures be tranfaded in 
England, and the lieutenant not upon the place. 

ythly. To confider and relblve upon fome courfe, for 
compofing the differences and diforders of the city of 
Dublin. I have no private occafions of my own, which 
require my coming or ftay in England; and there- 
fore if his Majefty fhould think fit to command me over, 
I fhould be glad to be difpatched back again fo foon as. 
may be ; and I am apt to believe if I am upon the place,, 
and the committee for Irifli affairs do regularly meety 
that a third part of that time would conclude thefe mat- 
ters, which would otlierwifc be fpent in the debates of 
them, if I were abfent. I have had many flruggles in 
the two years and half that I have been here, and divers 
dif&culties have attended the employment, being often 
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put by the duty of my place to deny feveral requefts, for 
which fuch orders have come out of England, as would 
have much prejudiced his Majefty's fervice to comply 
with ; and the experience I have now had, gives me light 
enough to difcover the fources from whence thefe arife. 
In relation to the future regulating of things of this na- 
ture, a little difcourfe with his Majefty will be of^ more 
efFed: than many letters; and herein I cannot but pro- 
mife myfelf all defirable affiftance from your lordfhip. 
For as I hope to make it apparent that nothing I propofe 
fliall tend to other than the public benefit; fo I am well 
affured that thefe foundations, as they gave the beginning 
and eftablifhment, fo they will yet further confirm the 
entire good correlpondence which your lordfhip has ever 
been pleafed to favour me with, who am, with all fincc- 
rity and refped imaginable, 

Your lordfhip's moft faithful 

and moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

Mr. Godolphin hath diredions to difcourfe with your 
lordfliip at large upon all thefe particulars. 
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TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Si r, Dublin Caftle/May 2x, 1675. 

T HAVE fent over Mr. Oodolphin to dircourfe with 
you concerning this government, the eicpiration of 
my lord Ranelagh's contract, as alfb of the farm draw- 
ing fo near as Chriftmaa next, will of neceffity make fo 
great a change in the difpofition of affairs here, as it may 
feem reafbnable for his Majefty*s fervice that I made a 
journey into England this fummer ; fb as being upon the 
place when matters of fb much importance relating to 
this kingdom are modelled, I may have the opportunity 
to propofe fuch things as are proper to be offered for his 
Majefty's and this country *s good : befides, this of the 
farm, and my lord Ranelagh*s contrad, there are divers 
other particulars of very great moment on the anvil, and 
are of fuch a nature, as it is impofUble for me, uniels I 
wrote volumes, and fent them over, to explain them Co 
clearly, as to render them intelligible. For the heads of , 
all which, I muft refer you to a paper Mr. Godolphia 
hath to prefent unto you. J can forefee no obje<9:ion to 
my coming, but that it will occafion fomewhat of ex- 
pence to his Majefty, in maintaining juftices upon the 
place during my abfence. But doubtlefs the other con- 
fiderations will infinitely countervail that; i^nd befides, 
I hope this little charge may be an argument, when I 
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am there, to obtain a more fpeedy difpatch, which I 
fhall much defire, fo foon as thefe fcveral particulars are 
fettled. 

I need add no more to you upon this fubjed, leaving 
the reft to Mr. Godolphin's narration, whom I have found 
fo good a fervant, as you may credit what, he fhall relate 
from me. 

I am your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

My lord lieutenant conceives it neceflary, in order to 
his Majefty*s fervice, that his excellency fhould come in- 
to England this fummer, for a month or fix weeks, upon 
the following confiderations. 

I ft, That his Majefty may have an account of the 
whole ftate of the kingdom. This was given by the 
earl of Straftbrd twice or thrice, within the time of his 
government. 

adly. Concerning the calling of the parliament here 
next year, and propofing the heads of feveral public bills ; 
and alfo what profped may be had of fupplies for the re- 
pair of necefSry forts, recruiting the ftores, and other 
public occafions, which may require it. 

3dly, In regard the whole frame of affairs here muft 
be new modelled, againft the expiration of my lord 
Ranelagh'is contrad ; which, as alfo the farm of his Ma- 
jefty 's revenue here, will determine at Chriftmas next, it 

ought therefore to be confidered, 
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ift, Whether it be better for his Majefty to let his re- 
venue in farm, or to keep it in management. If the 
latter be agreed on, it will be requifite that commifHoners 
be thought of to take care of that affair. 2dly, Some 
rules and inftrudions muft be agreed on, for the lieu- 
tenant to guide himfelf by, in relation to the revenue; 
as for inflance, that which has difordered his Majefty*s 
affairs fo much, and brought him into debt here, is this, 
that letters for gifts and gratuities were obtained in Eng- 
land, which the lieutenant, as foon as they come over, 
immediately granted warrants upon, without coniidering 
whether there were a fund clear for anfwering the lame 
(nay the vice-treafurer, viz. my lord of Anglefey, did 
often warrant the lord lieutenant, and had letters imme- 
diately direded to himfelf, for the payment of monies) 
which warrants, upon his Majefty*s letters, with acquit- 
tances from the perfons concerned, were fufiicient 
vbuchers upon pafllng the vice-treafurers accounts ; and 
he then telling the perfons there was no money in the 
treafury, and that he muft borrow what he furniflied 
them with ; compounded with them at what rates him- • 
felf pleafed ; and took acquittances for the whole : riay, it 
was the pradice not to pay the money even for thele com- 
pofitions, till the whole was paffed upon account in the 
exchequer ; fo that fuch great gains being to be made by 
monies payable on letters, thefe were anfwered as in the 
itianner above-named, and the eftablifliment left unpaid. 
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To obviate which inconvenience for the future, it may 
be thought neceflary that, the lieutenant have a pofitive 
infiru^ion not to iffue any warrant upon any letters of 
bounty, till the eflab)ij[h.ment be paid, and to fee the, 
fund clear to anfwer the iame; by which means his Ma« 
jefty will be kept out of debt,, and the perfons on whom 
he (hall, be pleafed to beflow his liberality, will receive 
the full benefit thereof without compofition or dedudion, 
other than the regular fees. That whatfoever letters., 
come, the lieutenant fign no orders for placing any pay- 
ment in the ei&blifhment, beyond what the certain re- 
venue will bear. Others alfo of the fame necefHty, and 
like kind, may be propofed. 

3dly, A new eflabliihment mufl be framed, wherein, 
will be fcveral things fit to be difcourfed of, which can- 
not fo well be writ at large in letters. 

4thly, By his Majefty*s command, all the records of 
the kingdom, which relate to the diftribution of lands> 
by the a<5l of fettlement, have been fearched, and ex- 
tra(3s made out of them, in order to the difcovery of. 
concealed lands. This wwk is contained in twelve or 
fourteen volumes, how ready to be fent over, and much 
matter will arife upon this fubjedl, to propofe to his Ma- 
jefty, in order to the finding out fuch lands as are fraudu- 
lently concealed, and concerning the diftribution of them> 
Npurfuant to the ads of fettlement.. 
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Sthlyy There is a.neceflary work wJidlch is near coim" 
pleted, viz. the (ntxit^ fettlemeRlt of his Majefty's r^^ 
v£Que of quit-rents, which muft be dotie by abating 
them on fiich lands as are unprofitable ; and alio by pro* 
viding in fbme meafure, to anfwer the arrears due to the 
farmers ; and to fhew how much mud be faid to explain 
this one particular, and make it intelligible, a dialogue 
is drawn up for that purpofe, which may be looked up- 
on ; and this may Be one inftance for all, to evidence 
how much muft be writ upon the Several he^ds of thefe 
matters traufaded in England^ and the lieutenant not 
upon the place. 

6thly, To confider of ibme oourfe, to compofe the 
diforders of the city of Dublin. 

If the lieutenant be. in Ireland, and my lord Randagh 
be in England, when this point (hall be refolved, he will 
in&llibly have the nomination of all the commifEoners • 
and it will be a great hardfhip that the lieutenant (hall 
be aniwerable for all miicarriagies, and not to have hi» 
part in the recommendation of thole perfons who are to 
be ititrufted with the coUcdion of public monies, bu^ 
will be kept in the dark by the vice-treafurer, and not be 
able to know any thing of the treafury, but what he 
pleaieth to communicate to him. If the lieutenant be 
not in England when this k done, my lord Ranelagh 
will infert penfions for whom he pleafeth, and perhaps 
procure fums of money for feveral whom it may be con- 
^ venient 
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venient for him to gratify, and thereby divert the ad- 
dreiTes and applications of all officers and fuitors to him- 
felf, who ought to have their immediate dependance on 
the lieutenant. 

TO THE EARL OF CASTLEHAVEN. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftlc, May 22, 1675. 

T HAVE received yours of the 15th inftant, wherein 
you defire the pafling a grant for an additional pen- 
fion, direded by letter of his Majcfty*s, dated April 1 8,- 
1674, to be paid on the eftablifliment. Your lordfhip 
cannot be ignorant that this whole revenue is at prefent 
out of his Majefty's hands, and transferred to my lord 
Ranelagh, &c, in order to the payment of debts, and 
anfwering an eilablidiment which is not to exceed 
1 71 843 1. 5s. 6d. This being completely filled up, if 
his Majefty grant any more than the fore-mentioned fum 
on the eftablifliment, it is in ray lord Ranelagh and part- 
ners choice to ftop the money ; whereas, for example, if 
the grant be complied with, they may forbear the pay* 
ment of 100 1. per annum, to any one troop of the 
army or the like. I have divers letters of the lame na- 
ture before me ; as one for 300 1. penfion to colonel 
Willoughby, another of 200 1. per annum to lord Roche's 
/children, and fome more of the fame kind, which, 
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iliould I purfue it, would bring all the afFairs into con- 
fufion, and I could not be certain of having the troops 
or the civil lift duly paidi It is pofHble, fome who are 
iubtle enough on that fide the water where your lordfhip 
is, to caft it off from themfelves, may lay the weight of 
denying men upon me, and fo may tell your lordfliip 
that the money fhould be anfwered, if I would do my 
part; and perhaps they may inftance the fund for the 
main regiment, concordatums, or other things 5 but were 
I upon the place, I could fo clearly fhew how all thefe 
are cloyed with payments, and anticipated with aflign- 
ments, as it is impoflible for me to do it. Mr. Godol- 
phin, the bearer hereof, can demonftrate to your lord- 
fhip, that not any dilrelped to you, but purely the im- 
poflibility of effed:ing it, hath forced me to refpite the 
execution of this his Majefty's letter. And I hope your 
lordfhip will not believe me (for an omiffion thus ground- 
ed) to be other, than as I am, moft really. 

Your lordfliip's faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO SIR ARTHUR CAPEL. 

Dear Brother,^ Dublin Caftle, May 25i 1675. 

T HAVE received yours of the i8th, but Mr. Gbdol- 
phin, who parted hence on Saturday, will, I hope,, 
jcach London by that time this letter comes to you, and 
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{o will leave the leis for me to fay upon the fubjed you 
have lately wrote to me. As to my lord duke of Or- 
mond, I cannot imagine why there fhould be any fufpi-^ 
cion of unkindnefs b^ween him and me ; for, I am fure, 
there is no concern of his here that I hav^e been wanting 
to the promoting of it, fo far as was confident to his 
Majefty*s fervice. Not only fince my coming hither, but 
even for a good (pace of time bef<^e, there was a good 
underftanding between us ; and I do not know why I 
fliould live ill with any of his Majefty*s minifters, whilft 
I am in his Majefty*s fervice. There are fadions in the 
court, and thofe very high againft each other ; but for 
my taking part with one or the other, I cannot compre^ 
hend how it is my bufinefs: therefore you may do well 
to affure rny lord of Ormond of my refped and fervice 
for him. In a forn[ier letter you fpeak of fome difpute 
between my lord Chamberlain and my lord Ranelagh 
concerning 1 250 1. I do not well underfland upon what 
ground my lord Ranelagh can argue this. I remember 
it was myfelf difcovered, on perufal of my lord Rane- 
lagh*s account, that by his contrad he undertook to pay 
my lord of Arlington 6250 1. being the fuppofed re- 
mainder of a grant from his Majefty of loooo 1. If he 
had but paid my lord of Arlington the 5000 1. the 
looool., had been completed; which arofe from this, 
that 1250I. were paid to my lord of ArKngton more 
than my lord Ranelagh knew of when he made his con- 
trad; 
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trad ; but my lord Ranelagh having undertaken to pay 
a determinate fumof 6250 1. tho* my lord of Arlington 
could claim no more than the complement of loooo 1. 
yet my lord Ranelagh was obliged to pay the 6250 1. fo 
as the King might beftow the other 1250I. where he 
pleafed ; and, if I miflake not, there is a letter by me, 
to grant it to the earl of Arlington. This is the true 
ftate of the cafe, and, as I conceive, no body can give 
a determination to it but the King himfelf. Before the 
next I ihall Ipeak with Mr. Leigh, my lord Chamber- 
lain's agent, and then give you a further account of this 
matter. Pray acknowledge to my lord of Arlington the 
receipt of his letter of the 13th inftant, which I fhall 
anfwer by the next, having no time to do it now. 
I am youlr moft afiedionate brother, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. HARBORD. 

Mr. H a r b r d, Dublin Caftle, May 25* i6y$. 

T HAVE yours of the i8th inftant, and together with 
-*■ it a memorial concerning feveral letters .which you 
have made my lord treafurer acquainted with. I have 
alfo received one of the fame date from my lord trea- 
furer himfelf, the like in effed with the memorial in 
your letter. I fear the differences between the two houfes 
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will caufe the parliament to break up in fome diforder, 
which will draw fuch confequences after it, as may dif- 
compofe us all. Two letters from Sir Thomas Blake 
have come to my hands, wherein he feems to excufe 
himfelf for having moved fome bufinefs in England, 
without having £rft acquainted me with it : though, in- 
deed, all men ought to let me know their pretentions, 
before they are ftirred on that fide the water ; yet this is 
an honed gentleman, and did not fail out of any inten- 
tion to difoblige me ; therefore I defire you to let him 
know I do not take it ill. Forget not to tell my lord 
treafurer that I have his of the 1 8th, but there being no 
bufine& to anfwer, it will be enough by you to acknow- 
ledge the receipt thereof. As for the farmers, they do 
not behave themfelves well towards me, nor indeed, hk- 
ly towards the King ; and why I fhould have a good 
opinion of them, whilft I find them failing, I do not 
underftand ; for I will keep them to their duty if I can : 
and this you may let any of them know that are on that 
fide the water. Having nothing further to add, I re- 
main 

Your moft afFedionate fi-iend, 

ESSEX. 
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TO MR. HARBORD. 

Mr. Harbor d, Dublin Caftle, May 29, 1675. 

T HAVE received yours of the 2 2d inftant, and doubt 
-*• not but you will follow the rules therein fet down, not 
to engage with any parties whatfoever, but to keep fair 
with all his Majefty's minifters, which is that I have ever 
refolved to do. As my lord Ranelagh's contrad and the 
farm grow near expired, fb I do daily find that there 
will be much work on my hands at Chriftmas next to 
fettle and adjuft all things relating to thefe bargains, that 
his Majefty*s revenue may be in a good pofture, either to 
keep in management, or to let it to farm ; and, I believe, 
few men in England will be able to judge the many in- 
tricacies and perplexities which are in this work* 

My lord of Tyrone, as I am told, is fome time fince 
gone for England. He is a peer of the realm, a privy 
counfellor, governor of the county and city of Water- 
ford, and captain of a foot-company. Any one of thefe 
qualifications do oblige him to have the lord lieutenant's 
licence before he depart out of the kingdom. I hear he 
had fome prefling occafions to go into England, and had 
he afked, he (hould not have been denied leave. But 
{hould I not take notice of men, who, being under com- 
mand, prefume to flight the governor fo much, as to go 
where they lift, I might be well thought negligent of 
his Majefty*s afiairs. I would therefore have you (peak 
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to both the fecretaries, defiring them to flop any letters 
from his Majefty to licence his abfence; it being an in- 
fufFerable thing, and of moft mifchievous confequence 
in an array, to let officers go where they pleafe, without 
acquainting their general therewith. Pray let my lord 
Conway and lord Ranelagh know, that I have both 
theirs of the 2 2d inflant. The folemnities of this day 
take up fo much time,, that it is impoffible for me to an- 
fwer them, but by the next they fhall hear from mc. 
Tell my brother Harry alfo, that I have his of the 22d> 
and that the lafl I wrote to him did fully flate the cafe 
of my lord of Arlington*s concerns relating to the 1250!^ 
I am your moft afFedionate friend, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. GODOLPHIN.' 

M». GoDOLPHiN, Dublin Caftle, May jp, 1675: 

'TpHE vefTel being returned that carried you over, and 

■■■ giving me an account that they landed you at 
Chefter water on Monday evening, makes me prefume 
this letter will not fail the meeting you at London. The 
winding up all matters relating to my lord RanelaghV 
contraA, and *»he farmers grant (both which mufl: be 
done at Chriflmas next) doth every day appear to me full 
(^ intricacies ; and there ape £0 many confideiations to 
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be had in order to his Majefty's future revenue of this 
kingdom, and thofe of fuch natures, as will require not 
only i great deal of prudence and judgment to manage, 
but likewife moft particular inftrudions from his Ma- 
jefty ; all which do convince me of the neceffity of my 
fpending feme little time in England this fummer : and 
I fear his Majefty will be greatly prejudiced, unlefs he 
be clearly informed of the nature of feveral queftion* 
which will neceflarily arife upon this fubjed: : wherefore 
I doubt not but you will be careful of that errand which 
carried you for England j and particularly in purfuing 
your inftruAions, to make it evident to all his Majefty's 
minifters, that it is only propofed by me for the further- 
ance of his Majefty's fervice, 

I am your moft affe&ionate friend, 

ESSEX. 



TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY.. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, May 29, 1675. 

T HAVE received yours of the 18th inftant, and am. 
-*■ ibrry to find that a perfbn of your.flation and judg- 
ment fhould have fo many melancholy thoughts concern- 
ing afiairs, which may well make one, at the diftance as 
I am, doubt of the event of things. 

One matter, poflibly of fome moment, I have to ac. 
quaint you with : a Spaniih fliip was taken by a French 
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privateer clofe to the bar of this harbour, and carried 
away on Thurfday in the evening. We have no civilians 
here that can inform me how juflifiable this adion is; 
for, tho' it were a little without the bar the fhip was 
feized, yet was it within the bar ; which may in fome 
fort be reckoned part of the harbour, divers fhips never 
coming over, but anchoring without the bar. This ac- 
cident has much difturbed the merchants of this town: 
indeed, I conceive, there ought to be one of his Majefty's 
frigates attending here, to prevent any infults of this 
nature ; for unlefs fome men of war do fecure us, any 
privateer may come in and do what they pleafe among 
the fhips, who are many of them Dutch, the merchants 
of this town trading generally in thofe bottoms. But of 
this particular affair I have ordered examination to he 
taken, and by the next (hall give you a punctual account 
of all the circumftances. 

I am your mofl faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE EARL OF ARLINGTON. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, May 31, 1675. 

"VTOUR moft obliging letter of the 13th of May, I 
""• received the laft week ; and tho' I do not often 
trouble your lordfliip with any of mine, yet I hope your 
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lordfliip always finds, that upon any occafion, where 
my fen'ice may be of ufe to you, I am very forward to 
a<9: my part ; and do aflure your lordfhip, I fhall con- 
ftantly perform it with all the rcadineis imaginable. It 
is, I know, a difficult matter, at this diftance, to judge 
of ai£iirs with you : nay, I believe, the moft dextrous 
man that is, tho* upon the place, is yet often to feek how 
to carry himfelf. As to my own particular, the plain- 
nefi of my dealings, I doubt not, will fupport me at all 
times. I have often charged my brother and Mr. Har- 
bord to keep all things concerning me in that traft, with- 
out fhufiling or artifice. I hope they have purfued my 
concerns in that manner : and I am much the more con- 
^rrned in this behalf, by the teftimony of your lordfiup*s 
letter. If the iafhion of the world fliould fo much 
change, as that fteady and downright way which I have 
always prai^ifed, fhould render me ufelefs to the publiek, 
I ihould moft chearfiilly fit down at home. But I can 
never think any pains too great ; iK>r am I furprized at 
any difficulties which do arife, whilft his Majefty is 
pleafed to retain a ^vourable opinion of me : to the con- 
firmation and continuance whereof, I prefume your lord- 
fhip will ever be affiftant, as the kindeft part you can da 
for him, who is moft unfeignedly 

Your ldrdfhip*s 

moft faithful humble ^fervant, 

'■■I ESSEX.. 
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TO SIR HENRY CAPEL- 

Dear Brother, Dublin Caftle, June r, 1575. 

'"T^HIS ferves only to tell you that I have yours of the 

■*■ 25th of May, which gives me an account that Mr. 
Harbord is gone you know not well whither, and to 
defire you to deliver the inclofed to my lord of Arling- 
ton. I prefume Mr. Godolphin hath been with you ere 
this ; and till I hear from him I have little more to fay, 
but remain 

Your moft afFedionate brother,. 

ESSEX. 

I i ! I I H n I U { I I I HI M I I I i I I i M i 11 I i l -fr-f 
TO THE LORD CONWAY. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, June r, 1575. 

NOT being able to write to you myfelf the laft poft, 
I appointed Mr. Harbord to acquaint you, that I 
had yours of the 2 2d of May, fince which time I have 
had notice from Sir Arthur Forbefe, that you made 
fomc doubt whether all the letters you wrote were arrived 
here. We have received one of the firft of May, di- 
refted to my wife, one to myfelf, and another to my 
wife, both dated May the 4th, and another to myfelf, 
dated the i ith, and this laft to me, of the 2 2d, fo as I 
prefume they are all now acknowledged. By this laft I 
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perceive my lord Ranelagh takes it not very well, that I 
have fent over the cafe flated concerning the payment of 
5000 1. per annum to my lord of Ormond, after the 
expiration of his contrad. I am fure the cafe deferves 
to be refolved ; and by the moft judicious men I can 
{peak with here, they are clear of opinion feme courfe 
ought to be taken to fecure the King in it. I do not well 
know how it is confiftent with my duty to let it go 
longer undetermined, fince the laft fupply of the year's 
value is to come in at Michaelmas next ; and for my own 
part, I will perform the truft committed .to my charge, 
and not be terrified or put out of my way upon any 
confideration whatfoever. As to the fending thefe pa- 
pers to Mr. fecretary Coventry as well as to my lord trea* 
furer, I conceive your tordfhip is in a miftake, in think- 
ing that by my inftcudions I ought to trahfmit them to 
my lord treafurer only ; for the fcope of thefe inftnic- 
tions lead only to this, that when letters relating ,to the 
revenue, or lands, &c. come from the fecretary *s, t am 
not to pais them, unle& my lord treafurer*8 report be in* 
ferted in the fame letters : and therefore, confequentIy> 
when letters do come without the form, I return copies 
over to my lord treafurer before I give my order upon 
them. But there is not one word in my inftrudions to 
exclude the correfponding with the fecretaries ; I mull 
keep the bufineis in that method wherein it formerly 
was. By a letter from my lord Ranelagh, as well as 
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that of your lordfliip's, I perceive you have made a little 
inorc noife of that which concerned my lord Ranelagh, 
relating to grants, than I intended . by my letter ; for 
you have been with the King about it, and you have al* 
fo (hown the letter itfelf to my lord Ranelagh, who is a 
little fcandalized, at my laying he has many irons in the 
fire. What I know of this, I had from your lordfhip, 
that was, aiming to be of the bed>chamber, to be an 
earl, to be a privy counfellor of England ; fo as what I 
ofiered was purely to yourfelf : and tho* there be nothing 
in that letter of mine but what I can very well jufiify, 
yet I may, many times, (believing your lordfhip to be 
xny intimate friend) write things to you which will not 
be convenient to be {hewn to the parties themiblves. 
And upon this ground I have writ my thoughts wkh a& 
much freedom, and perhaps careleisneis, as I uied to dif> 
courfe with your lordQiip in my clofet, and (baU con- 
tinue ib to do, prefuming upon the entirenefs of your 
lordfhip*s afledions to me ; .and leaving the uie thereof 
to be made as you conceive beft. I am with per&<9: 
truth 

Your lordfhip*^* 

mod faithful humble fervant, 

ESSE Xi». 
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TOTHE LORD RANELAGH* 

Mr Lord, . Dublin Caftle, June i, 1575; 

"D Y your lordfliip's of the 2 2d of May, which I have 
•*-^ newly received, I find that my lord Conway has 
had fome difcourfe with you concerning grants here. I 
cannot but profefs, that it is one of the tendered points 
to a perfbn in my Aation, to caft on the chief governor 
the odium of denying fuch'lettiers of his Majefty*s bounty, 
as many times indeed cannot be complied with ; as alfb 
to endeavour to procure favours and liberalities, and 
thereby engaging the dfependaoce on another, which 
ought to. be acknowledged as flowing from his Majefty's 
grace : yet, if he who commands here, be not the hand 
through which thefe are difpenfed, it will foon difable 
him from having that influence on the people, as is ne* 
cefTary to fupport the dignity of his place. I am fure, 
your lordfliip could not, at your laft being in Ireland, 
but obferve what an interefl: remdns of a great man who 
commanded here many years, by reafon of the abfolute 
power he had of gratifying multitudes of people. And 
I do not know how it is poflible this kingdom will ever 
be reduced to that true dependance on the crown, as it 
ought, unlefs fome means be ufed to convince the world 
that the like poW^er of doing good to thofe who are faith* 
ful, is intrufted 'with another governor, as was with him. 
Any thing, therefore, wJiich may tend to an undermin- 
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ing or ^iemolifliing of thofe Aipports, does confequently 
hinder this work, which, I conceive, is highly neceflary 
for the King's fervice. And this I would not fcruple to 
fay, even to his Majefty himfelf, tho* another, (and he 
one whom I had no friendfhip for) were in the place 
where I am. Wherefore your lordfhip ought not to 
think it flrange, if I am jealous of the fmallefl touch 
upon this dring. And I am very confident, that one 
who is mafter of fb much reaibn as yourfelf, and that 
underftands the conftitution of this kingdom and people 
here fb well as you do, cannot but agree with me in this 
particular. It were very happy, that all thefeveral mem- 
bers of the body politick did accord in the performance 
of their proper fundions, as they do in a healthy body 
natural ; for then the like flrength and vigour would ap- 
pear in this, as is often feen in the other : but doubtlefs, 
your lordfhip has no reafbn to take it ill ; for when I 
fufped you do in fome things exceed the bounds of. your 
place, I tell you gently of it by a friend efjsecially ; it 
being to no other end than to continue and preferve a 
good correfpondence betwixt us: and the freedom I have 
ufed to you in this letter, I dcfire you to keep to your- 
felf; tinlefs you think fit to fhew it to my lord Conway, 
or at fbme leifure time to my lord treafurer, there being 
Jiints in it relating to a perfbn which you cannot tniflake» 
And, for my own part, I hold^t the befl way of going 
through with the King's bufinefs, to do it calmly, with- 
out 
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out falling foul of any man, or engaging myfelf in necd« 
lefs contefls: and for this reaibn I again defire this letter 
may not go further than I have already mentioned. By 
Avhat I have communicated, your lordfliip may eafily 
judge of the reality wherewith I am 
Your lordfhip s 

moft ^th&l humble fervant, 

ESSE X. 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

5ik, Dublin Caftlc, June I, 1675. 

^T^HIS ferves only to enclose a petition of the 49 of- 
* ficers, it being prefented by them to me. I made 
anfwer, 1 could do nothing in the matter, his Majefty 
having concluded the, pai&ng. of a grant therein men« 
tioned, to colonel Cary Dillon, by feveral repeated let- 
ters; and it lying out of my power, I told them that 
they muft make their application in England, if they 
expeded any relief. That you may be acquainted with 
the whole proceedings relating to this bufinefs, I have 
fent you the copies of his Majefty *s letters, as alfo of the 
reprefentation I made to the lord of Arlington upon this 
fubjeft, all which are here enclofed. I remain 

Your moft faithful humble fer vant, 

ESSEX. 
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The humble petition of the; Truftees appointed to man- 
age the (ecurity oif the 49 officers. 

Humbly flieweth, 
'X^HAT his facred Majefty, takirig into his ptincely 
confideration the eminent agings and- fufferings of 
the faid officers in -his and t&e fenrice'tof his father, in 
the war of Ireland, before the 5 th of June, 1649 ; and 
thatnevertheleft, by the partiality and injuftice of the 
late ufurped powers, there was no provifion made" for the 
fatis^^Hpn pf the fai4 juft and hoooorable &rvice| was 
gracioufly pleafed, by his publick declaration of the 30th 
of November, in the twelfth year of his reign, tvhich 
foon after was ehadl^d and made a law by the adts 'of fqt- 
tlement'and explanation, to declare, that ail the forfeited 
lands, tenements, and hereditaments, undifpbfed of to 
adventurers and fddiers m the counties of 'W!cklow> 
Longford, Leitrim, and Donegal, and in thcj provice c^ 
Conaught and county of Clare, lymg \athin one mile of 
the river Shannon, or the fea, and all the houfes and 
tenements forfeited within the feveral; walled towns and 
corporations, and lands thereunto belonging, not then fet 
out to adventurers or foldiers (except fbme houfes in 
Wexford) together with the benefit arifing from mort- 
gages, ftatutcs-ftaple and judgments, where the lands 
were not then dijpofed, (except as in the faid ads is ex- 
cepted) together with a year, and a year and halfs rent 
a impofed 
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impo(ed on the foldiers, which was afterwards by the adt 
of explanation afcertained and reduced to one hundred 
thoufand pounds, (hould be and remain ibr fatis&dicxi of 
the per(bnal arrears of the laid officers, in fuch method^ 
manner, and proportion, as by the laid declaration and 
ads are limited and appointed; wherein it is provided^ 
that fuch of the (aid officers who had no fatisfadion in 
lands or otherwile, for Service fince 1 649, fhould be im- 
mediately latisfied ' out of the iaid fecurities I2s. 6d. 
per pound, and the remaining part to be equally divided 
amongft all and every the commiffioned officers, who 
had any arteftns due for fervicc in Ireland before tlie year 
1649. That by the &id ads great care is taken, that 
the iaid fecurity be fet out to the faid officers, according 
tjo their relpedive arrears of pay due unto themi in an 
equal propoition, mth equality and indifierency, with- 
out priority, precedency, or preference, as by the very 
many daufes and inftrudions in the (aid ads of fettle- 
meht and explanation contained, whereunto the peti- 
tioners refer themfelves, it doth and may appear. 

That upon the diftribution of the faid fecurity by his 
Majefty's commiffioners, for executing the ads of fettle- 
ment and explanation, it fo fell out by reafon of the 
fcantnefs of the faid fecurity, in reference to the debt due 
to the faid officers ; and partly by reafon that very many 
houfes, and other parts of the faid fecurity were conceal- 
ed and withheld by divers perfons^ who pretended title 
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to the £ime ; and no fufficient time given, or reward 
propounded, to fuch as fhould difcover what was {o ami 
cealed and withheld. 

That the {aid officers, to whom a fatisfaSion of 1 2 s. 
6 d. per pound, at leaft, was appointed by the faid ads, 
received after many years attendance, and great expence 
in attending and profecuting the &me, no more than 
5 (hillings in the pound of their debentures, whereof 
3 s. id. in the pound was in houies or land, 3 d« in the 
pound in Limerick, and one (hilling and eight pence per 
pound, in the 1 000 1. appointed to be paid to each of 
the hundred lots, for which loool. which was undoubt- 
edly the beft and cleareft part of the (aid (adsfadbn, the 
faid forty-nine officers, upon pretence of a voluntary 
confent, (aid to be given by the (aid officers, were drawn 
to accept of a compofition of three hundred eighty-two 
pounds, odd money, for each of the re(pedive 1000 1. 
whereof there was no fuch compofition made, till the 
(kid officers had reafon to believe, that no part of the 
faid money (hould be paid, till fuch a compofition were 
firft confented and agreed unto ; and yet the whole 
money defigned for the (aid officers, had been, or is now 
levying on the fubjed ; fo as your petitioners have re- 
ceived lefs than four (hillings in the pound of their de- 
bentures, all dedudions being difcounted ; whereas all 
other interefts provided for by the faid afts of (ettlement 
and explanation were prcferved, and kept intire and in- 
I violable. 
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Violable. Notwithftanding all which, your petitioners 
are given to underftand, that colonel Cary Dillon, who 
can have no pretence to better, or other fatisfadion than 
your petitioners, and the generality of the 49 officers, 
hath obtained letters or warrants from his Majefty, there- 
by granting unto him a libo-ty and preference, to place 
49 arrears belonging to him, or any other from whom 
he (hall acquire the fame, on any part of the laid (ecu- 
rity yet concealed or undifpofed of, which are to be ac" 
ceptcd of in the purchafe of what fhall be fo difcovered^ 
at the rate of 7 s. 6 d. in the pound, for the /aid arrears* 
to make up a full and complete fatisfadion of 12 s. 6 d. 
in the pound, for thd laid arrears; whereas ail othen 
have received only 5 s. in the pound, whereby the gene* 
rality of the laid officers are endeavoured to be excluded' 
from receiving equal proportions of what remains undil^ 
pofed of the faid fecurity. 

The premifles conlidered, and for that the {Ma&i 
have direded an equality of diftribution among the laid 
officers, as aforelaid ; and for that, the faid colonel Cary 
Dillon, who endeavours to obtain the whole advantage 
of what renvains undilpofcd yet of the laid fecurity, can 
pretend no greater merit in his Majefty 's lervice, than 
others of the 49 officers ; and neverthele^ goeth about 
to elude and render vain the laid ads of fettlement and 
explanation : in order whereunto, he hath doubtlels by 
furprize obtained the letters and warrants aforefaid from 
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his Majefty ; which your petitioners humbly conceive he 
would not have granted, had he been rightly informed, 
under that tmft, the premifTes were vefted in him by the 
9ds aforeiaid. 

They therefore humbly befeech your excellency, that 
if your excellency ihall not be fatisfied with the truth of 
what is alledged in this humble addrefs of your peti- 
tioners, they may be admitted by their council to wait 
upon your excellency ; and that you will be pleafed to 
make a true reprefentation to his Nfajefly, of the whole 
ilate of this matter, to the end, that one perfon lb little 
concerned in the faid fecurity, may not carry away and 
appropriate to himfelf the remaining part of that fecu- 
rity, which the laid officers have purchafed, with their 
own, and the blood of their anceftors; and is by two 
ads of parliament to be equally divided among them ; 
and that, in the mean time, no letters patents be pafTed 
under the great leal, in purfuance, or by virtue or colour 
of his Majefty 's faid letters and warrants, or any other 
proceedings made thereupon, till his Majefty's further 
pleafure be fignified therein. 

And your petitioners fliall pray, &c. 

O. St. George. John Cole. 

Ran. Clayton. . ClanbrafiU. 

Hans Hamilton. . R. Coote. 
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TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, June i, 1675. 

T Herewith fend your lordfliip a petition of the 49 of- 
•*■ fleers, being a matter, whereupon I had long ago re- 
prefented my thoughts to his Majefty, and received a ie- 
cond and third command. I told them I would meddle 
no further in it, and , therefore they muft purfue their 
bufinefs in England ; and that I would fend over a copy 
of their petition, but that they muft fet it on foot there 
by their own agents. That your lordfhip may know the 
whole ftate of the matter, I have here inclofed copies of 
the king's three letters, and alfo a copy of my own let- 
ter to my lord of Arlington, bearing date the 5th of 
February, 167^. 

Your lordfhip will alfo herewith receive copies of two 
of his Majefty*8 letters, for pardoning the year's value td 
my lord Kingfton and Sir George Lane ; wherein I (hall 
make no progrefs, till I hear further from your lordQiip. 
Juft as i was writing this, Mrs. Willoughby, wife to 
colonel Willoughby, brought me a letter from yourfel^ 
wherein your lordOiip is pleafed to exprels your defire of 
accommodating her with 2 or 300 1. out of the concor- 
datums. If it were pofUble to be done, I ihould moft 
readily comply; but I do affure your lordlhip, that there 
are not above fixteen hundred pounds remains for all ex- 
traordinary occafions whatfocver j the reft of the con- 
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cordatums being charged with conflant annual payments, 
fo as indeed, the whole remaining within our difjpofe, is 
fcarce able to pay for the taking of tories, and fuch other 
works by the by, much lefs for keeping his Majefty's 
houfes in repair, removing ammunition^ or other inci- 
dents. So as if I do not furnifh her with this fum (which 
however I fliall ufe my bed endeavours, if it can be com- 
pafled) it is not out of any difreiped to fulfil your lord*- 
(hip's motion, but purely becaufe the money is not to^ 
|;>e had. 

I am your lordfhip's 

moft ^thful humble iervant, 

ESSEX. 



I 



TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, June i, 1675. 

N my laft, I promifed you a further account of the 
Spanifh fhip, which was taken in this bay, the par- 
ticulars whereof, and the leveral circumftances relating 
thereunto, you will find in the examination herewith en- 
clofed ; and that it may be the more intelligible, happen- 
ing to have a map t^ me of this^port, I have caufed the 
places to be marked in it, where the thing was done. 
Here \yas another French fhip lately in this port, which 
brought Ibme goods from France, and owned herfelf to 
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have a commiffion to take any of the French king » 
enemies. She went out about three or four days, and k 
reported to lie at Lambay, being an iiland about two 
leagues northward from Hoath. It is believed fhe attends 
the coming out of fome Dutch fhips who are now in the 
harbour lading goods, to return home. I perceive the 
merchants of this city are much difturbed with thefe 
proceedings ; but we have none here /killed in that fort 
of learning, to inform me whether thefe French are by 
the marine laws juftified in what they have done. For 
my own part, fpeaking by guels, I am apt to think, that 
any fhip within the bay, is doubtlefs under his Majefty's 
proteAion, and ought not to be feized ; it being the 
lame Cafe, as to take a fhip from the mouth of the river 
of Thames : nay, I doubt whether his Majefty may not 
challenge, as his chamber, the whole fea between Eng- 
land and Ireland, the coafts on both fides being his own ; 
and if fo, when any fhip is turned the Lands-end in. 
Cornwall, flie muft be allowed to be within his Majefty** 
prote<ftion ; and confequently not to be feized by any» 
However, if pradice and former precedents have not ex- 
tended his Majefty's power to thefe large limits, that I 
imagine; yet furely for privateers to hover about the 
mouth of one of our harbours, as it were befi:eging them> 
and feizing (hips that come in or out, can hardly be re- 
gular. I am, I confefs, a little apprehenfive of fome 
affront from thefe French privateers^ it being eafy for 
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.them to come into the harbour^ at their pfeafure, and 
there plunder or fire what fhips they think fit. Nothing 
can remedy this, but his Maje{ly*s fending a fmall frigate 
hither (one of twenty or twenty-five guns will be beft) to 
fecure us : in former times this port was feldom without 
one or two fuch, and indeed confidering the cuftoms his 
Majefty receives here, which is commonly 30000 1. per 
annum, I think it may well deierve to be a little better 
looked after. Having thus reprefented the whole, I (hall 
humbly fubmit it to his Maje(ly*s confideration, and 
remain 

Your mod ^thful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

The examination of James Tanner, gent furveyor of 
the port of Dublin, who being duly fworn and examined,, 
faith, that on the 2 2d of this inftant May, a fmall fioop, 
of about 20 tuns, belonging to Breft, one monfieur Le 
Gravcll, commander, of about twenty years of age, with 
36 men, and four guns, came to an anchor, within muf- 
quet (hot of land, under Bullock, and continued there 
till the 26th ioftant; and then purfued a Dutch ihip 
from Norway, coming into the harbour, and lofl her ; 
then came to an anchor under the hill of Hoath, as near 
as (he could lie. 

That on the 29th, a (hip coming into the bay, from 
the fbuthward, a Spanifh bottom, with ten men aboard^ 
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from Bilboa, laden with fruits and irons; the iloop 
weighed, and with the help of her oars, 1 6 in number, 
came up with her, boarded her, and clapt fifteen men of 
his aboard, about 7 o'clock that evening. Seven of the 
Spaniards efcaped before in the boat, at which three guns 
were fired. The Spaniard was about forty tons, and was 
taken about two miles fiom the bar, fbuthward ; about 
feven fathom water ; above a league within the two head- 
lands of Hoath and Bullock. About nine that evening, 
the Spanifh merchant, pilot, and one private feaman, 
were brought on board the floop, the kft of which, feem- 
ed to have his hands tortured -with matches. She flood 
off to the fea, with the Spanifh fhip, about ten that 
night, with an intention to go to her pofl. This exa« 
minant's caufe of knowledge, is, that he came on board the 
&id fhallop, at the very time that the Spaniard was taken. 
Cap, ^ jurat, coram me James Tanner. 

29 May, 1675. 
John Topham. 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, June 2,- 1675. 

'nr^HIS gentleman, Mr. Ufher, will attend you, with 
-*- a report of mine, upon a reference from his Ma- 
jefty. The report itfelf, together with the papers an- 
nexed, will fhew you the flate of the cafe ; he being 
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only a private perfon, I conceive, will have diiEcultjr 
enough, in a point of law, to flruggle againft a whole 
fociety, and that of the judges and lawyers of this king- 
dom. I fhall add no more concerning the matto* there- 
of, it being fully fet forth in the above mentioned papers, 
but leave it to his Majefty*s confideration. 

I am your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD MASSEREEN. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftlc, June 4, 1675; 

/^OLONEL Cecil going now to Londonderry, I have 
^^ appointed him tawait on your lordfliip, to dif- 
courfe with you, concerning the beft means of fuppref-' 
fing tories in that country : he will fhew your lordfhip 
my letter of orders to him, on that behalf. 

I direded mj lord chief juftice to give you aft anfwer, 
to fome of your lordfliip's letters, which I hope he hath 
done. I conceive, if fome of the city's tenants were 
minded of their duty, of providing arms, for the fecu- 
rity of the country, according to the covenants of their 
leafes, efpecially fuch as live near the parts, where thefe 
tories haunt, it may do well. I only apprehend, that 
fome of thefe very tenants themfelves, may have a cor- 
refpondency with the tories, which, if any be fuch, thofe 
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arms will be of no benefit to the public : I am fure men 
arc foully belied, if fome that have leafes from the city- 
do not connive at thefe rogueries. But your lordfhip 
who is on the place, can beft judge whom to employ. 
I am your lordiliip's 

moll a£fedionate humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO THE LORD CONWAY. 

My Lord, Dublin CafUe, June 5, iSyg; 

T Prefume Mr. Godolphin has attended your lordfhip, 
"*■ tho* I have fent him away in fome hafie, hoping he 
might adjuft his bufinefs, fo as to be at London whilft 
the adjournment was, which gave me no leifure to write 
to your lordfhip. Yet my letter to my lord treafurer, 
was fo full, as I conceived it would have been luperflu- 
ous to have troubled you with any thing upon that fulv 
jeft, concluding my lord treafurer would not omit com- 
municating that letter to you. 

My wife's, from you, tells me, that your lordfhip has 
fome apprehenfions, whether, if I go, I fhall fo cafily 
return again. I have now Ipent almoftjhree years here, 
and I hope, with honour and juflice ; but I find at the 
prefent, that fo many particulars will come upon the 
ftag^ to be fettled, as unlefs I be a little upon the place, 
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to receive diredions, it will be impoffible for me, for t^ 
future, to fupport credit and integrity, with that intire- 
nefs, as I have ever defigned. Bufinefs of my own, I 
havp not the leaft in England, and it is purely upon the 
public account, in order to the fettling matters for his 
Majefty*s fervice, that I go. If his Majefty fhould, while 
I am in England, think of another, to govern here, the 
like might happen tho' I ftayed ; but I am very con- 
fident, if your lordfhip ferioufly confiders the heads that 
are now to be tranfaded, you cannot but judge it fit, that 
I were at the debate of them : and if good rules be fixed 
touching thefe mean points, I doubt «ot, but one year 
more will go a great way, towards the final fettlement of 
the whole kingdom ; a work, which I confefs^ I have 
fome degree of ambition to be the perfon who fhould 
perform. 

As for lords juftices, in my abfence, I have fent over 
nothing under my hand, conceiving it were reafonable 
firft to hear, whether the King intended I fhould comer 
over ; but direded Mr. Godolphin, to acquaint his Ma- 
jefty, that there were none upon the place, but my lord 
chancellor, and Sir Arthur Forbefe, nor could I readily 
think of any more fit to nominate, unlefs the King fhould 
command your lordfhip over,, to be one in that com- 
miffion. 

As to my lord chancellor's being one, it is doubtleil 

necefTary, except I fhould declare anabfblute breach witht 
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h^m ; for if you look into the lifts of lords juftices for 
an hundred years, you will ever find the chancellor to 
be oiie ; unlefs it were in the late lord c^ Strafford's time, 
in 1639, My lord Dillon, and Sir Chriftophcr Wandes- 
ford, were juftices ; but the reafon of omitting the chan- 
cellor then, was the difpute between him and my lord of 
Strafford, for at that time, my lord of Strafford, and he, 
were at difference about fettling of that eftate ; and my 
lord chancellor was a prifoner, or went into England to 
anfwer before the council there, where my lord of Straf- 
ford himfelf were alfb prefent, fo as then, he could not 
be juftice. Afterward, in 1640, Sir William Parfons, 
and Sir John Borlace, were made lords juftices, and the 
chancellor was then omitted, the ground whereof was, 
becaufe the lord chancellor Bolton was then under an im- 
peachment by the houfe of commons: befides, I con- 
ceive there will be no bufinefs, but matters of courle, 
pafs while I am away. For the making of one fingle de- 
puty, I am for many reafons, too large to be inferted in 
this letter, utterly againft it. Mr. Godolphin will further 
difcourfe with your lordfhip, concerning this matter. 
The papers which were tranfmitted to you, being fome 
inftrudions to Sir Arthur Forbefe, may fufficiently con- 
vince you of my intentions, relating to the royal regi- 
ment ; but fuppofing I fliall quickly go over, I would be 
glad to make it my own work ; I have long refolved, and 
am ftill of opinion, that it is of importance to his Ma- 
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jefty's fervicc, to have them feparated, and fome other 
companies regimented, to keep cx>nftantly in town. This 
you may communicate to our friends, you ufually con- 
verfe with ; but I apprehend it beil, to be put in execu- 
tion, when I am upon the place. 

I am your lordfliip's moft 
faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

m i H I H { I i { i i I 1 4 1 I 1 M I I I I Ml I I I i i I I I 
TO MR. GODOLPHIN. 

Mk. Godolphin, Dublin Caftle, June 5, 1675. 

T HAVE your*s of the 29th of May, which gives me 
• an account of your arrival at London, and am very 
glad you came fo timely there. Your iecond letter tells 
me, that you have credible information, that (hould I go 
over into England, my lord of Sunderland has fb iet his 
bu{ine(s, that I (hall not be permitted to return, but he 
will fucceed me ; I wifh you had told me from what 
hand you had this advice, that thereby, I might be en- 
abled to guefs at the probability thereof: but happen 
what will, I fhall not alter my refolutions. I have been 
now here almoft three years, and I am confident have 
done nothing, nor fcarce fufiered any thing to be done, 
unbefeeming myfelf hitherto ; but I find fo great a per- 
plexity growing, by reafon of fadlion among his Majefty's 
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minifters, and I do alfo dlfcern, there will be alfo fo vaft 
a work upon my hands at Chriftmas next (being the time 
of the expiration of my lord Ranelagh's contrad, and 
the farm) as wnlefs I can clearly underftand his Majefty*s 
pleafure, upon fome of thefe points, and thofe particu- 
lars be adjufted whilft I am upon the place, it will be 
impoflible for me to be here for the future, either with 
reputation to myfelf, or advantage to his Majefty*s fervice. 
If my remove at this time (hould be refolved, I am fure, 
fhould there not be a perfbn here at the conclufion of the 
farm, who has had an experience in the government, and 
^ particular knowledge of all the covenants relating to 
thefe two bargains, and underftands them thoroughly ; 
and befides this, one who wUl be firm to his Majefty's 
intereft and profit, the King muft fufier vaftly at the 
winding up of thefe bottoms. I have never ambitioufly 
fought any employment; and fince I had this, I confefsC, the 
labour and toil thereof, make me lefs defirous of it, than 
ever I was before ; but come what will, 1 fliall not much 
concern myfelf. As for my writing to the duke of York, 
I wifh I had done it, but really it never came into my 
thoughts ; and now it is too late, for my lord Conway 
being one of the juftices, you know I mentioned it to 
you before you went, only I doubted he would not think 
it worth his trouble to come out of England hither for 
fo fliort a time : herewith is enclofed a letter to you, 
which you may fhew to my lord Conway. 

If 
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If you fliould find there be any underhand endeavours 
to have a deputy in my abfence, I would have you abfo* 
lutely oppofe it, for I do very well underftand what in- 
conveniencies will arile from thence ; and I have fbme 
xeafon to doubt fuch a thing may be hammering; 
I am your moft afFedionate friend, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. GODOLPHIN. 

Mr. GoDOLPHiN, Dublin Caftle, June 5, 1675. 

"VrOUR letters, which gave an account of your ar- 

"*• rival at London, and delivery of mine there, I 
have received, and by them do find, that I am like to 
be fent for into England ; you know when I dilpatched 
you, I would not under my own hand fend over the 
names of perfons either to the King, or any of his mi- 
nifters, whom I propofed here to govern in my abfence ; 
but I told you there was no body upon the place fit to be 
intruded y as lords juftices, lave only my lord chancellor, 
and Sir Arthur Forbefe, nor any other that I knew of the 
privy council here, unlels my lord Conway were fent for 
over ; but the only objedlion to my lord Conway's coming 
over, was, that I fhould upon fome occafions want him 
there in England, in regard of the intimate acquaintance 
h^ has with my lord treafurer; my lord Ranelagh, I 
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conceived, could aot poffibly be away, when refolutions 
were to, be taken concerning tlie revenue, and for that 
reafon I named him not at all ; therefore, if the King 
does continue his pleafure of fending for me over, I con- 
ceive either my lord chancellor and Sir Arthur Forbele^ 
or my lord chancellor and lord Conway, or all three of 
them, may be very proper to be juftices; this, as you 
find moft agreeable to his Majefty's liking,. 

You may al£b do well to difcourfe with my lord Con' 
Way, and fee what his inclinations are,- for tho* he may 
be of much ufe to me in England, yet if he have any 
defire to be one of the lords juftiees,. I fhould be very 
glad to have him here, being a perfon that I dare truft,. 
and one very proper to be joined with my lord chancellor^ 
I am your moft affedionate fidend, 

E S S E X. 

TO SIR ARTHUR CAPEL. 

Dear Brother,, Dublin Caftlc, June 5, 1675; 

T HAVE your's of the 2:9th inftant, which tells me, 
-*■ that you had feen Mr. Godolphin, but wifh, that I. 
had confiilted friends in England, before that I took the 
(bdden refolution, as to that matter I fent him about j, 
the refolution was not fudden, for I had thoughts of it, 
1 am fure,, above a month or. fix weeks before ; and it is 
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impoflible for any one to give me advice in England, 
fince they cannot know the flate and condition of things 
here, fo well as I myfelf : for my own part, unlefs I can 
fupport my place with honour and credit, I had rather 
lay it down. And I fee fuch multitudes of perplexities 
growing on, and alfo there are fo many particulars of 
moment to be confulted, concerning the final fettlement 
of this country, that unlefs I be upon the place, when 
conclufions on ibme of thefe heads are made, I cannot 
poflibly be at eafe in the future management of aflairs 
here. I fuppofe it will not be long ere I fhall be pre- 
paring for my journey 5 and till I fee you, there will be 
no need of anfwering the other particulars in your letter, 
only I defire you to tell Mr. Harbord, I have his of the 
fame date with your!s. 

I am your moft af&dionate brother, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, June 5, 1675. 

T HAVE received yours of the 29th inftant, together 
-*■ with the enclofed petition : it will afk fome little time 
to fpeak with your lordfliip's partners, and the farmers 
df Cork-houfe, and advife a little with the king's coun- 
cil 3 but I hope on Friday next to give you an anfwer. 
I am your lordfliip's moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ARTHUR, EARt OF BSSEX. 321 
TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftic, June 8, 1675. 

T HAVE no bufinefs of importalice to acquaint you 
-*■ with, only that fome tories have of late been' very 
troublefome in the counties, of Wexford, Oatberlough, 
and the parts adjacent ; . I ordered three companies of 
foot, to fend out files of men, as they faw occafion, for 
fuppreffing of them, and difpatched Sir Theophilus 
Jones's troop down on the fame defign ; as alio fome or- 
ders went to one or two of the antientefl militia captains, 
direding them to raife a conipetent number of their men, 
and purfue them; 1 likewife fent letters to the feveral 
fheriffs of thofe counties, minding them it was their duty 
'to keep his Majelty's peace, and to raife the country up- 
on thofe mifchievous people. 

Captain Winckford, one of the commiflioners of the 
treafury, and a milita captain of the county of Wexford, 
had the good fortune to light on one party of them, who 
fired firft upon him, and fhot himfelf, and feveral of his 
men through their cloaths, but no hurt done ; he firing 
again at them, killed one, upon which the reft fled, and 
in the purfuit he took another, with fix of their horfcs ; 
the man killed, proves to be a murthercr, and likewife 
he who is taken, is a man condemned for former mur- 
thers. Thefe lawlel^ people have been fo bold, as to 
fend to feveral gentlemen, requiring them, at a certain 
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time, to furnifh them with fums of money, or otherwife 
they would fire their houfes ; they have done the like 
alfo to divers little towns in the country, and forced them 
to their demands ; thofe who have refufed, they have fet 
fire to their houfes ; fome people alfo they have mur- 
thered ; the reports in Dublin do make them to be three- 
fcore, fome fay a hundred in a body : but yefterday, by 
an account from Sir Theophilus Jopes, who is now on 
the places I hear> that the noife is not fo great in the. 
country as is reported here ; that indeed there are three: 
or four parties of them, of eight or ten men in a party,, 
and no more. I queflion aoi^ in a. flidrt time, by the 
courfe I have already taken^ they will be fuppreft ; but. 
in cafe they fhould increafe in their numbers, I mud be: 
forced to commiilianatefpme.adiveperfbn, asa marihal,, 
and fend among them to execute martial law on thefe 
oiFenders:. this being the laft xemedy, and a little beyond 
the ordinary proceedings- at law,, tho' ufually done in this 
kingdom^ on like occafions,, I am loath to put it ia 
pradice till forced by neceflity. There are others out in 
the northern parts of this kingdom,, divers of them have 
been lately killed,, and feveral alfo taken by the people,, 
who. generally rife upon them ;. the reafons why we hear 
£> much of thefe outrages,, at this time, I conceive to» 
be, firft, becaufe feveral of the. gaols have been* lately 
broke, and the rogues there got out.. 
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Secondly, divers mea have aflembled themfelves, from 
all parts of this kingdom, in the counties of Cork and 
Kerry, defigning to (hip themfelves, as foldiers, for 
Prance, fbme whereof did go on board two French (hips 
coming on that coaft ;. but others midlng of their paf- 
iage, have ran in and joined with thofe, who they heard 
were robbing in the country. 

Thirdly, a number of thefe people, with which this 
country always abound, and who never work, but live 
only by cofhering up and down, pinched with fcarcity 
of cofn, do now follow this wicked courfe of life. 

I had not troubled you with fo long an account, upon 
this fubjed, which indeed is not worth fending you, but 
only fearing fome bufy people might write over into 
England, and reports come to his Majefty's ear, which 
if they (hould, this letter will clear the truth. 

I am your moft faithful humble (ervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

My Lord, Dublin Caftle, June 9, 1675. 

' I ''HIS day, at near twelve o'clock, I received two 

pacquets out of England, one of the (irft, and 

another of the fifth of June. The tide not ferving for 

our boats till three in the afternoon, I was unwilling to 
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let it go off without a lifle or two to your hrdMp^ 
When I fent over Mr. Godoiphin, I told him, and di- 
re<9:ed him to keep a memorandum thereof in wriringy 
that there were no perfbiis upon the place proper to be 
lords jufticcs but my lord chancellor and Sir Arthur 
Forbefe j. and unlefe the King would think fit to fend 
back my lord Conway, and fo conftitute my lord chan- 
cellor and lord Conway, I could not tell whom to think, 
of to nominate. This I did, intending, that after I. 
fhould have an anfwer concerning my own going, I; 
might then formally prefent fuch names to his Majefty*s> 
©onfideration, as might be proper to fuppjy the place in^ 
my abfence ^ but my letters this day inform me, that his^ 
Majefty had not taken any refolution concerning my 
coming, interrupted, I fuppofe, by the heats of the par- 
liament ; and yet the perfona to be employed here in my 
abfence, are difcourfed of on- that fide the water. I do 
therefore take the liberty to acquaint your lord/hip with 
my fenfe on this fubje<9-, which is, that either my lord 
chancellor and my lord Conway, or my k»rd chancellor 
and Sir Arthur Forbefe, or all three together, may do 
very well. I have not the higheft opinion in the world 
of my lord chancellor's integrity (this being more than* 
ever I have put under my hand before, I defire your 
lordfliip to keep private to yourfelf) but yet fii9uld he,, 
by my advice, be left out of this commifllon,. it would^ 
1 know,, occafion an absolute breach between him and 
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me, which would not be fo convenient for his Majefty's 
fervice r therefore I conclude, that if he be yoked with 
a good man, it may do well ; elpecially fince care may 
be taken that nothing but things of courfe fhall pals dur- 
ing that little time I fhall be abfent. As for a deputy, I 
am upon many confiderations utterly againft it; and I 
hope his Majefty, who has by his commiflion under the 
great feal, impowered me to make a deputy upon occa- 
fion, will not impofe it. I do not often trouble your 
lordihip with trivial things; and indeed I prefume I need 
not, well knowing that your lordihip will not have re- 
gard to little reports: yet,, however, one of my letters> 
giving me intimation, as if fome perfbn had told your 
Icfrdlhip that I had fent to my lord of Arlington a copy 
ef the letter which I wrote to your lordfhip, I take this 
occafion to acquaint your lordfliip, that if any thing of 
this nature has been told you, it is an abfolute lie ; for I 
never "wrote one fyllable to my lord of Arlington, nor 
fent a copy of this letttt* to any man living: neither 
fince my lord o( Arlington was out of the fecretary's 
place, have I comtnunicated to him the moft minute 
particular relating to any publick concern of this country.. 
And therefore I humbly befecch your lordihip to recoi- 
led: with yourfelf who fhoyld infinuate any fuch matter,, 
and then I doubt not but you will efteem of them,, who- 
ever they are, as deligning mifchief to us both. 

I am your, lordfliip's moft faithful humble fervant,: 

ESSEXv 
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TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

MvLoRD, Dublin Caftle, June 9, 1675. 

A FTER I had ended my other letter herewith en- 
•^ ^ clofed, I received the favour of yours of the firft 
of June. I do fomewhat wonder how the report of 
coming over could arrive before Mr. Godolphin j for I 
affure your lordfhip, I never confulted with any in Eng-» 
land upon this fubjed:, nor communicated my thoughts 
to any on that fide the water, till thefe letters were dis- 
patched : I rather believe that fome cafual report of my 
remove might happen to be fpread by accident three or 
four days before Mr. Godolphin reached London, than 
that any one could know that I ofFered to his Majefty s 
confideration the fending for me to attend him. I know 
very well how difficult it is in this age, among fo much 
fadion as now reigns, to fupport a man*s felf from be- 
ing mifchieved by one or other : but I have ever purfued 
his Majefty''s concerns in a dired courfe, wherein I quef- 
tion not but I ihall have all honed and upright men to 
iland by me. And there being one of fb much integrity, 
as to him to whom I make this addrefs, in a great place 
and favour, I can never doubt of going through with the 
propoikls I have to make for the publick good and final 
fettlement of the kingdom ; which was all the defign I 
had in my heart in making this journey. ^ Your lordfliip 
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will be pleafed to accept this letter as written in mucK 
Hafte, and believe me to be with all reality^ 
Your lordfliip's 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX 

TO THE LORD CONWAY. 

Mr LoRDv Dublin Caftle, June 9, 1675;^ 

T HAVE juft now received yours of the iirft of June,, 
and the going off of the pacquet, gives me not an 
hour*s time to write to you, and to make feveral other 
difpatches which yet I am loth to hinder, in regard the 
wind favours; fb as it is with much hafte I return your 
lordfhip this- letter. 

In the firft. place^ I can aflure your lordQiip, that the 
fear of lofii^ any employment (however my defires of 
being ferviceable to his Majefty in my generation are as 
zealous as any man's whatibever) hath never in any mear- 
fure entered into my thought ; at lead not fb as by the 
apprehenfiDtt of that, to make me do any thing, incon- 
fiftent with my duty. I do not well underftand how that 
the repreienting to his Majefty the important points 
which muft be fettled in order to the government of this 
kingdom, and humbly offering to his confideration, whe- 
idier it may not be convenient, that at the debate of them, 
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I were peribnaHy prclent, can be -confirucd as a deflre of 
mine to come over, further than that I conceiv^ed it of 
concernment to the publick, that in thefe weighty affairs 
his Majefty may have true information before a refult be 
taken in the whole. For my own part, the journey will 
be both troublefome to me, and very chargeable ; and, I 
confefs, to my own particular concerns, I am very well 
where I am : wherefore, a man of fo low a foul, as to 
regard only his own private intereft, would, I am fure, 
were he in my ftation, rather employ all the friends he 
had to obftrud this journey, than any way either to pro- 
pofe or promote it. It is the misfortune of this prying 
age, "that no one in great place can offer anything, but 
all people do judge there is fbmething of dcfign or re- 
mote end, other than what is vifible to the world. How« 
ever, I can aflure your lordfliip, that I never confulted 
with any in England upon this fubjedt, but have calmly 
reafoncd the point with myfelf more than a month to* 
gether, and am convinced, that the feveral particulars 
inftanced in my letter to the King, are of fo much mo- 
ment, as if the intention on that fide the water be to 
bring this kingdom to a thorough fettlcment, and to ren- 
der it of that ufe and advantage, which it may be to his 
Majefty's other dominions, thofe two ends may be heft 
attained by my perfonal prefence there for a little time. 
I am his Majefty's fervant, and fliall in all things punc- 
tually obey his commands : and having offered my opi- 
4 nion 
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nion to the King, his pleafure ihall guide me in all that 
I do, either in coming or flaying. I wrote my thoughts 
freely to your lordfliip, tho* in much hafte, and remain 
Your lordfhip's 

moil faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

n 1 { I { i I { i M i I { I I -I { i { i I I i M I I i 1 { I I I I M 
TO MR. GODOLPHIN. 

Mr. Godolphik, Dublin Caftle, June 9, 1575. ' 

"VTOURS of the firft and 5th of June, are both 
come, and having very little time, which I am loth 
to lofe, to dilpatch you an anfwer by this poft, I can on- 
ly {ay this, that I had for feveral weeks confidered of the 
propofing of my going over in this conjundure ; and 
was convinced, that it would be both of importance to 
his Majefty's fervice, and for my own cafe in the future 
management of affairs here. As for fadlions at court, it 
is not my bufinefs to engage with any, but purely to 
purfue the King's commands, and hold my correlpon- 
dence with thofe himfelf fhall dired. For the making 
a deputy here, I am utterly againft it j therefore I would 
have you intereft all my friends whatever to obftrud it, 
as my late letter of the 5th told you ; befides, my com- 
miflion does impower me to conftitutc a deputy in my 
abfence, Tho', I prefume, no man in his v/its would 
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attempt to nominate any one, or lords juftices, without 
the King's approbation ; yet I hope, and doubt not, but 
his Majefty has fo much favour for me, as he will not,, 
while fny commiffion lafts, impofe any on me without 
my recommendation. Ufe Sir Henry CapeFs or Mr. Har* 
bord's cypher to decypher this. I do conceive it of much* 
importance to his Majefty *s affairs, a little to divide my^ 
lord treafurer and my lord Ranelagh, and that for my 
lord treafurer's fervice, the latter of thefe being one who 
will in the end ruin him ; but whatever is done of this- 
kind, muft be done with great dexterity. Pray keep 
this to yourfelf. 

Your moll affedionate friendj^ 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. HARBORD. 

Mr. H a r bo r d,. Dublin Caftle, June 9, 1575.. 

T HAVE juft received youraof the firft of June,, but 
-*" have fcarce time to lay any thing upon them. As to> 
my journey I am fure it is of importance to the King^ 
fervice, if the good of this kingdom be intended. It 
was no fudden refolution of mine, but long confidered 
of ;^ but whether I go or not,, or whether I go or remain,, 
I will approve myfelf a plain honeft man. Pray tell 
my brother I have his of the 5th inftant, together with 
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another with a parchment writing enclofed, but have 
only time to acknowledge them. 

I am your moft afiedionate friend, 

ESSE X» 

TO MR. GODOLPHIN. 

"Mr. GoDOLPHiN, Dublin Caffiie, June 12, 1575, 

T Wrote by the laft, in ahfwer to yours of the firft and 
"*■ fifth of this month, in a great deal of hafte, the 
pacquet-boat being juft going out as I received your let- 
ters. As to my journey, which I perceive by them is 
not yet refblved upon, I am of the fame opinion I ever 
was, that it will be for his Majefty's fervice, tho' not at 
all for my profit. If his Majefty defires to have a true 
information of the afiairs of this kingdom, he will then 
have me come; but if he be contented to take the repre- 
fentation of others, who perhaps are never without fome 
by-end of their own, and form his bufinefs according to 
the meafures by them given, ihould misfortunes befal him, 
let the blame light where it ought. I have done my duty 
in ofi:ering my fervice ; and which way foever it goes, I 
will fleep quiet. 

Pray ufe your utmoft endeavours to find out (if pof- 
fible) who it was that fliould tell my lord treafurer that I 
had fent a copy of my letter to my lord of Arlington j it 

U u 2 is 



Digitized by 



Google 



332 LETTERSOF 

is fo damnable a lie, that I widi the perfon who invented 
it were deteded. 

The difficulties which your laft'letter tells me my lord 
Ranelagh raifes againft my coming over, viz. concerning 
the calling of a parliament here during the next interval 
of the feilions in England, are fo ridiculous, that were 
any man on the place, who underftands our conftitutions, 
he would eadly anfwerthem: for his lordfliip well knows,, 
that it will take fix months at leaft to make preparations- 
for a parliam^t in this kingdom. For firft, there muil. 
be his Majefl:y*s pleafure fignified by a letter for the call- 
ing of it ; then the lieutenant and council here are tO' 
prepare and draw upr the bills to be offered at this fef- 
fions ; then the bills mufl be fent into England, and ap- 
proved by the King and council there (the debates which 
will arife in the privy council in Ireland', and privy coun- 
cil in England, will probably take up no fliort time upon . 
each bill), and after this, thofe bills muft be remitted, 
back, as likewife thofe from thence. Other perfbns do 
tell me of a report, fbme few days before you arrived at. 
London, out of Irifli letters,., that the King had fent to 
recal me, and had appointed Sir Arthur Forbefc and my 
lord Conway juftices. I would be extremely glad tO' 
know out of what letters this c^me, for I never kept any> 
thing more fecret than that affair. Pray ufe your utmoft . 
endeavours to difcover the authors of it. Tho' no other; 
preparations in order to my coming fhould be made, yet 
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r wifh you. would tell Mr. Hugh May, that he fhould 
haften the cafing of the front of the houfe at Cafliiobury,. 
and the covering of it, and that it be done with all dif- 
patch imaginable ; for unlefs that part of the houfe be 
roofed and tiled before I come, I do not know how I- 
fhall be. able to lie one night there. 

I am your moft affedionate friend, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. HARBOR D. 

Mr. Karbord^ Dublin Caftlc, June 12, 165^5, 

A T the writing of my laft letter, I had fo little time, 
•^ ^ as I could then fay no more to you than what I 
did. It is very pleafant to fee what wild conjedures men 
have at the grounds of my propofing a journey into Eng- 
land, when the matter itfelf is fo plain, and to any right 
reafoner fo obvious. My lord Ranelagh*s contract, and 
alfo the. farm, is near determining, and at Chriflmas next^ 
all reckonings mufl be made up with them^ I have not 
fpent my time {o idly here, as not to underfland their 
feveral covenants: but I do find a vaft work will then; 
be upon my handsto adjuft all accounts, and many quef- 
tions will arife upon feveral claufes in their contracSi:. J- 
would therefore be glad, before he comes, a little to ac- 
quaint his Majefty with the. ftate of afi^irs as they will- 
4- then > 
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then fland, and receive his diredions concerning divers 
particulars, and fums which will then be claimed : but 
if his Majefty had rather conclude himfelf in relation to 
thofe two great bargains, only by hearing my lord Rane- 
lagh and the farmers, who are the parties concerned 
■ againft him, without permitting any one who under- 
ftands the intrigue of the whole, to fpeak in his own 
behalf, I am very well fatisfied. Befides this, upon the 
conclufions of thofe great farms, there will be confide- 
rable alterations in the frame of all things here, and an 
opportunity will then be of reducing the kingdom to a 
final fettlement. This country has been perpetually rent 
and torn fince his Majefty *s reftoration. I can compare 
it to nothing better than the flinging the reward upon 
the death of a deer among a pack of hounds, where 
every one pulls and tears what he can for himfelf: for 
indeed, it has been no other than a perpetual fcramble. 
If then it be thought the wifer way of government, to 
let it continue fo, and by the infecurity and hazard all 
men are in, in relation to their eftates, expofed on every 
opportunity to new infurredions and rebellions, and by 
this uncertain condition to hinder all improvements both 
of private fortunes, and confequently of his Majefty 's re- 
venue too J then if milchief do come, or fo good an ac^ 
c®unt cannot by the chief governor be given of the 
flouriftiing ftate of that province under his charge, as 
himfelf wifhfcs^ let it reft on thofe men's fhoulders who 
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are unwilling his Majefty fhould come to a true know- 
ledge of his af&irs. And for my own part, having made 
recital of the feveral heads, and ofiered (as by the duty 
of my place I am bound) my affiftance in fettling of 
them, I have difchargcd my confcience, and fliall dis- 
quiet myfelf no further, whatever the fuccefs be. Did 
I regard my own particular gains, this journey would 
never have come into my thoughts, being very well in 
the ftation where I am ; and I do know by my going 
over fome hazard will be run of lofing my employment i 
but when fo great a good as the final fettlement of a 
whole kingdom may be compafled, (and the article of 
time for effecting this is now come, if a right means be 
ufed thereunto) I do not value the hazarding of ten fuch 
places, in ballance to the completing of fo advantageous, 
a work. However, as I have not defired Mr. Godolphin 
to prefs my coming, (o neither could I wifli you to do it, 
but let it even take its own courfe. Having, nothing fur- 
ther to write, I rema-in 

Your moft affedionate friend, 

ESSEX. 



TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

Deah Brother, Dublin Caftic, June ra, 1675. 

I HAD not leifure to write to you by the laft, and 
therefore I direded Mr. Harbord to acknowledge the 
feceipt of your letters. The various, conjedures that men 
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have of my coming over^ and their guefles at the reafons 
why I (hould propofe it, are as riiiiculous as any thing I 
have ever met with. The truth is, this age is fo fubtle, 
that it is hard for any man living in it to believe there is 
one plain-dealing man left in the world. I never con- 
jfulted any one in England whatever, concerning my go- 
ing ; and there is but one fingle perfon on this fide the 
water who knew it, till I had difpatched Mr. Godolphia 
(wherefore I would be glad that yourfelf and Mr. Har- 
bord would enquire out who were the authors of that re- 
port of my being fent for, four days before Mr. Godol- 
phin reached London) ; I debated the matter calmly with 
myfelf, at leaft, one month before I took the refolution ; 
and finding clearly, that there will be now an opportu- 
nity of (ettling this poor country in quiet and eafe, if the 
King fo think fit, I thought it worthy the offering my 
fenfe upon that fubjedt, and the propofing my coming 
over, in order to a great and good end. I have fpent 
now almoft three years here, to inform myfelf of the 
true ftate of this kingdom, and the feveral interefts there- 
in ; and I hope I have not been an unprofitable oblerver 
of all matters relating to the conftitutions of this govern- 
ment. When I entered upon my charge, I came from a 
retired life, and never had any thing of this nature com- 
mitted to my truft ; and it was a hazard whether I would 
be able to perform it, fo as might be for his Majefty's 
fervice. If there were nothing more than this in the 
cafe, that his Majefty, having put a man unexperienced 
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in government, into the greateft command he has to give, 
where he has refided near three years, and his Majefly 
ihould think fit to difcourfe with him, and try if in this 
time he linderftands thofe afFairs which have been under 
his charge, and would hear him upon fome debates at the 
committee for Irifh bufinefs, to fatisfy himfelf whether 
he be a man that has ufed diligence in his eniployment, 
and endeavoured to make himfelf mafter in the know- 
ledge of that country, and has parts and capacity there- 
unto: if, upon thefe trials, the King fhould find this 
perfon ignorant, and not able .to fpeak fenfe in the conr 
cerns of that kingdom, it were doubtlels reafonable he 
be immediately removed,, and another lent that would 
ferve better. But if his Majefty fhould find, that his 
chief governor has been induftrious to inform himfelf of 
the date of all things under his command, and has been 
virtuous and true to him in the difcharge of his duty, 
this may confirm his Majefty in his choice, and he may 
with honour be fent back again to the government, as 
being capable to do his Majefty more fervice in that poft, 
-than any other. If there were, I fay, no more than 
this in the cafe, it were ground fufficient for his Majefty 
to defire to fpeak with him. But if over and above all 
this, there is now an article of time approaching, where- 
in great good may be done to this country, and I have 
prepared myfelf to* make propofals thereunto, it feems a 
raoft wonderful thing to me, what fhould be the reafon 
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thatliis Majefty fhould fcrupie the fending for me over ; 
and as ftrange that men fhould conjedure and hav€ wild 
notions, as if I were put upon this journey by ibmc or 
other who intend to mifchief me, and that I had OFcr- 
reached myfelf therein : the plain truth being no tssotc 
than this, that I find coniiderable matters may be done, 
and the ieafbn of putting them into execution draws 
Dear ; therefore I have offered my iervice to his Majefty, 
to be prefent at the debates of them. And if the King 
like of my coming, I am ready ; and if not, having dii^ 
charged my duty, I have no more to fay. As to Mr» 
Codolphin's diiconrfing with you or Mr. Harbord upon 
this futjed, he was not at all forbidden : and, I confe&, 
I am much at eafe now that my letters are delivered ; for 
if I be commanded to come, I know it may conduce to 
the good of the kingdom ', and if I do not go over, and 
any mifchief or irregularities happen to be done, let them 
bear the blame who take upon them to eAabli^ rules for 
the government of this kingdom. By the next I fliall 
return you the writings you fent over, as alfb a particu- 
lar of my brother Ned*s eftate, the latter of which I 
thought I had fcnt long ago. ^ 

I am your moft ailciStionate brother, 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE EARL OF ORRERY. 

Mt Lord, Dublin Caftle, June iz, 1675. 

T HAVE received your lordihip's of the 4th of June, 
*^ and am much pleaied to hear that you are iafely ar* 
rived at the end of your journey. You find matters in 
great diforder at London i and I confefs, I do with fome 
trouble apprehend the ill effects that thefe difputes be- 
tween the two houfes may produce, in regard that a dif- 
compodire in parliament is like a difeafe which afiedt 
the heart. The parliament being the like, of our go- 
vernment, I pray God fend a happy end thereof. As 
your lordfhip hath leiflire to let me know what paiTeth, 
by^ving me account of things, you will very much oblige 

Your lordfhip's 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD AUNGIER. 

Mt Lord, Dublin Caftle, June 12, 16 jS' 

T GIVE your lordfhip thanks for the favour of yours 
"*• of the 5th, which clearly flates the whole matter 
now in difference between the two houfes. Methinks the 
af&ir looks very black and untoward, and I have many 
apprehenftons what will be the end of it. I know not 
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whether I told you in the laft I wrote, that I had ftopt 
the pafling of the grant to the bifliop of Offory, men- 
tioned in fome of your letters; and the bifliop tells me, 
that he will fend to my lady Cleaveland, to endeavour 
her confeot for it, which till he hath, I am fure it fliall 
not ftir. Having nothing further to add, I remain 

Your lordfhipV moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE EARL OF ST. ALBANS. 

My Lord> Dublin Cattle, June 15, 1575* 

npHIS gentleman, captain Brock, being a perfon 
-*■ whom your lordfliip recommended to me, I have 
done him all the kindnefs which conveniently lay within 
my power ; and he now returning into England, I WQuld 
not refufe him the teftimony that he has carried himfelf 
as became a worthy honeft man : did he need any thing 
to be faid to your lordihip in his behalf, I fhould add 
more ; but knowing the fav-ourable opinion which your 
lordfhip has. upon experience entertained of him,. I con- 
ceive this may fuffice to mind your lordfliip to allow him 
your afliftance and friendfliip, as any occaiion to exprels 
it fliall arrive. Some time fince I received the favour of 
a letter from your lordfliip, concerning a debt due to one 
of your fcrvaats from Sk Charles de Vic, an officer in 
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the army here. Sir Charles tells me it was the KingV 
debt, and that his father vsras only bound for the money : 
yet, however, I fhall give him fome fhort time to anfwer 
it ; and if he fail, fliall afterwards leave the matter to the 
law, notwithftanding his military capacity, 

I (hall detain your lordfhip no longer, but defire you 
to believe of me, as I am, with perfe£l truth 

Your lordfliip's moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX, 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, June 15, 1675. 

T Perceive by my letters out of England, that the un- 
happy diiFerences between the two houfes do find work 
enough for his Majefty's minifters there; wherefore I 
cannot wonder that I do not yet hear what refolution hi& 
Majefty^has taken concerning my coming over. As I 
feid at firft, fo I do ftill profels, that I have no bufinels 
at all of my own to engage me in this journey, but it is. 
purely in order to his Majefty's fervice, that he may be in- 
formed of the true ftate of things here ; and that fuch 
propofals may be made for the final fettlement of this 
kingdom, as may eftablifh quiet and eafe therein. If 
any one on that fide the water are unwilling his Majefty 
fhould know the truth of things, and therefore do op- 
pofe the means of fuch information, fliould any thing 
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fall out unluckily here, the blame ought to reft at their 
doors, and not be laid to my charge, fince I have ofler- 
cd my endeavours to ferve his Majefty to the utmoft of 
my power. Yefterday my lord mayor, accompanied 
with eighteen aldermen and the two fherifis of the city, 
attended me in council, acquainting us, that at an af- 
{embly of the city, the mayor and aldermen had propofed 
to the commons, according to form, the crofling out of 
their books thofe entries that were made relating to the 
exclufion of the eight aldermen, which they were com- 
manded to do by an order of council ; • as likewife one 
other propofal was made for the eleding of an agent, and 
impowering him, under the city feal, to appear in his 
Majefty *s courts in feveral fuits which were there de- 
pending between particular peribns and this city, both 
which the commons refufed to aftent unto ; but upon 
their refufal, the mayor, aldermen and (heriffs did order 
thofe ajQis of aflembly to be cancelled, purfuant to our 
commands, which was accordingly done : whereupon I 
gave my lord mayor thanks, and told him, that himfelf, 
the aldermen and iheriifs had done like good and dutiful 
fubjeds, in (hewing their obedience to his Majefty *s au- 
thority. I do not enough underftand the cuftoms and 
conftitutions of thd city, to judge how regular this is, 
which the mayor, aldermen and fherifis have performed; 
but here is a very antient man, one Smith, an alderman, 
of above thirty or forty years ftanding, who faith, there 
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have &vera] precedents been in his time, when the com- 
mons have been refradoiy to the publick authority ; that 
ifpoa the(e oocaiions the mayor, aldermen and iheri^ 
have done their duty : but becaufe I believe Tome or 
other may be apt to trouUe his Majefty with particulars 
relating to this matter, I do therefore think it expedient 
you have a more exaft account of their late proceedings. 
My lord mayor» on Wednefciay or ThuriHay laft, find-- 
ing there were many of the aldermen in the town, in- 
vited ten or twelve of them, men uningaged in the late 
troubles of the city, beii^ none of them either of the 
eig^ excluded, or of the four who irregularly turned 
diem out ; and after dinner he acquainted them, that 
the city lay under great reproach of difobedience to his 
Majefty's andiority, in regard they had not complied 
with an order of the lieutenant and <x)uncil, empowered 
by his Majefty's ^>eciai command, to determine fbme 
difierenoes whidi formerly had been among them ; and 
further, that the levenue was almoil brought to ruin, fe- 
veral perlbns having ^its at law again ft them^ and none 
authorized as an agent to anfwer them, judgment had 
been given upon niiil dicit in feveral caufes, and execu- 
tions i^ed to di^poflcis them of their lands and other re- 
venues, by which means the corporation in time would 
be totally deftroyed t whereupon alderman Smith, the 
moft antient among them, told the reft, it was his opi- 
nion that they (hould once more call an aftembly, and 
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try if the commons would do what was fit ; and fhould 
they refufe, he conceived, that the aldermen, if the 
flieriffs would join therein, might in fuch a cafe perform 
their duty, and not fuiFer the city to be undone through 
the ftubbornnefs and fadion of fome few little people ; 
and offered feveral precedents when the like had been 
formerly pradifed. So on Friday following an aflembly 
was accordingly called, and the matter paffed there as be- 
fore related. There were eighteen aldermen prefent, who 
all concurred in their obedience to our order, the fherifis 
likewife joining with them ; then they required Sir John 
Tottie and Crofts, as clerks of the Tholfel, to crols the 
books, and obliterate thofe entries therein made, which 
by our order are direfted to be cancelled. Sir John 
Tottie refufing, they degraded him from being an alder- 
man, and likewife voted him out of his place as clerk of 
the Tholfel; and for the moiety of the profits belonging 
to him, they direded an account to be kept thereof, and 
the money to be employed to the publick ufe of the city. 
Now, becaufe alderman Smith is the perfon that pro- 
pofed this courfe, it may not be amifs to give you a juft 
character of the man; he is one aged near four^ore 
years, and has always been reputed a man of great inte- 
grity and loyalty ; an eminent inftance of the latter, he 
gave, as I am told, when my lord Ormond delivered up 
the fword to the parliament commiflioners here : he hap- 
pening then to be mayor, came to the council table, and" 
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acquainted my lord of Ormond, that it was generally re- 
ported in town, and fpread fo far, as no man doubted 
it, that his excellency intended to deliver up the govern- 
ment to the parliament : that he came to acquaint his 
lordfhip, thathimfelf was intrufted with the King's fword 
of the city, and that he would not refign it to rebels. 
Whereupon my lord of Ormond gave him fome check, 
and ordered him to withdraw ; but upon further confi- 
deration, his lordfhip and the council thought fit to call 
him in again, and to commend him for the refolution he 
had fhewed in maintaining his Majefty's authority ; and 
withal read the letter from his Majefty, requiring the lord 
lieutenant to deliver up the fword to the commiflioners 
impowered by the parliament of England ; whereupon 
he faid he would fubmit. How true this is, you may 
inform yoijrfelf on the place, my lord of Ormond being 
with you ; but you have it as it has been related to me. 
On the other fide. Sir John Tottie, who has been the 
principal incendiary in this city, was a trooper many years 
,in Cromwell's army, a man wretchedly poor, and has 
patched up himfelf by prefents and otherwife, out of col- 
ledions from leveral corporations of the city, to> en- 
courage and promote thofe broils which have been among 
them. 

This letter, I confefs, is unreafonably tedious ; but be- 
lieving there will not want fome men on that fide the 
water, as my lord privy feal by name, to aflift thefe te- 
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dious people, if they bring a complaint tHere, I conceive 
it no lefe than neceflary you fliould be informed of all 
the circumftanccs relating t© thefe proceedings j and 
therefore, if motions ihould be made to his Majefty in 
behalf of Sir John Tottie and his crew, I only defire they 
may be left to law. Having nothipg further to add, but 
to beg your excufe for this fo long letter, I remain 

Your moft ^ithful humble iervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

Mr Lord,, Dublin Caftlc, June 15, 1^75^ 

TTAVING formerly troubled your lordfhip with 
■*' ■■' ibme accounts of the diforders of this city of Dub- 
lin, and the feveral means I have uled to bring them to 
quiet, gives me occafion to acquaint you with the further 
proceedings which have of late been amongft them.. 

Ycfterday my lord mayor, with eighteen aldermen^ 
and the fheriils, appeared before me in council, giving, 
us an account, that on Friday laA, at an aflembly of the. 
city, the mayor and aldermen,, once again, propofed the 
cancelling thole entries in their books, which,, by our or- 
der, were required to be obliterated ; and the commons- 
sefufing to comply therewith, they thought it their duty„ 
ialdng the iherifls. along with them,, who therein like- 
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wife concurred, to fee our orders executed ; and that ac^ 
cordingly, all thefe ads of zGkmhly were rafed, To as the 
city have among themfdves now complied with our 
command. How regular this proceeding has been, in re- 
lation to the cufloms and pra^tiqe of the city, I am not 
able to judge, tho* fome of the elded aldermen do fay, 
they have good precedents for it ^ and that feveral times, 
when the commons have been refradory, the mayor, 
aldermen, and fherifis, have done their parts, in yielding 
obedience to public authority. I am apt to perfuade my- 
ielf, that fbme petitions may be brought to his Majefty in 
England, upon this matter ^ and the rather, becaufe Sir 
John Tottic, being one of the clerks of the Tholfel, and 
refufing to obey the order of the mayor, aldermen, and 
iheriffs, was by them degraded from being an alderman, 
)md alfo turned out of the clerk of the TholfeFs place? 
but ihould any compl^ts of this qa^ure be made on that 
fidf the watf r, I humUy conceive it his Majefty's beft 
courfe, to leave them to t;heir remedy ^t Uw, which truly 
I would have denied to no fubjed. 

I am your lord(hip*s 

moft ^thfiil fauinble Servant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

*Dear Brothbr> Dubfin Caftle, June 15, 1^75^ 

T HAVE yours of the 8th, which gives me notice^. 
■*■ that the queftiori between my lord of Ormond, and 
the commiilioners of the treafury here, is referred to me j 
the Jetter is come, tho' not yet brought to my hand, and 
I am told* there is a claufe in it, which has ordered, that 
the money in controverfy be deposited, till the matter be 
determined. I confefs I could have wifhed, that this af- 
fair had received its judgment in England ; yet, how* 
ever, fince it is his Majefty's pleafure to appoint me to 
conclude it, I (hall, to the beft of my knowledge, do right 
in the cafe to the perfons concerned. 

Pray let Mr. Harbord and Mr. Godolphin know, that 

I have both theirs of the fame date with yours 5 but there 

being nothing of confequence to write to either of them>, 

X only, by you, acknowledge their letters, remaining ever. 

Your moft affedionate brother, 

ESSEX; 



TO THE LORD COJSTWAY. 

My Lord,. Dublin CaftlCj June 19, 1675;. 

T HAVE jours of the 1 2th, wherein you mention.* 
•*■ fomething of my lord Caftlehaven, whom I think: 
one. of the ftrangeft men in the world, for I gave order,, 
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that his patent fhould pais, according to the intimation 
of my lord treafurer's letter, and he employs no man to 
purfue his bufinefs, and yet is complaining that it goes not 
on : for any thing I wrote to his lordfhip, I am not much- 
concerned who fees it» 

The refult of the council, concerning my coming over,, 
I have received j but, I confefs, I cannot but much wonder 
at a clauie in the letter, for calling of a parliament here, 
ggainft the firft of September, it being utterly impradli- 
cable, and alfo inconvenient, and therefore I cannot 
imagine (there being none of the council then prefent, it 
confifting of keeper,, treafurer, Lauderdale, and the two 
fecretaries, who could pretend truly to underftand the 
afiairs of this kingdom within itfelf) what perfon it fhould 
be that did propofe it: the time of calling a parlianient, 
is one of the moft material circumftances relating there- 
unto; and I am certain, I never commiffionated either 
your lordfhip, or my lord Ranelagh, to name the time, 
being fully convinced that a parliament cannot be of gny 
ufe to his Majefty's fervice, till the next year. I could 
fend a whole bundle of reafons,. if it were material, and 
among the reft, one, that his Majefty was ever of opi- 
nion not to have a parliament here,' and. another in Eng^ 
land, fitting at the fame time; and there being but fix. 
weeks between the firft of Septemper and the thirteenth 
uf Oaober, I am. fure little or nothing can. be done in fo 
fliost a fgace.- 

Sinoe. 
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Since your lordfliip, bj your letter, defires, rather to 
. keep where you are, than to come over, I have nominat- 
ed my lord chancellor and Siir Arthur Forbefe to be 
juftices in my abfence. I am now in very good hopes 
that the city will become quiet again, Philpot, their prin- 
cipal incendiary, being, by a legal way, found guilty of 
feveral {editions pradices, and the punifhing of him will, 
I am confident, mafter all the reft. 

Having many other difpatches to make, I (hall add no 
more, but remain 

Your lordfhip's moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

Mr Lord, Dublin Caftle, June 15, 1^75* 

XTTITH much fatisfadion have I received yours of the 
' 1 2th, and do aifure your lordfhip, that if any 
mifapprehenfion fhould fall out between myfelf and you 
(which I hope there never will) the feult fhall not be on 
my fide. I do well underftand the poft wherein I am, 
and that it is a duty incumbent upon me, to fee all his 
Majefty*8 minifters and officers in this kingdom to peiv 
form their feveral employments honeftly and jufUy to- 
wards his Majefty 5 and, for my own part, I will be true 
to the truft repofed in me : as for any defigns your ill- 
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willers may have to cn^gc me, either to your own pre- 
judice, or that of your undertaking,, as they never have 
had, Co neither fhall they have any influence upon me,, 
to injure your lordfhip in the leaft*^ My coming over in- 
to England may be of much advantage to his Majefly's 
lervice, and contribute a good deal towards the final 
fettlement of this poor country, which was the only aim: 
of my propofing it ; now perceiving that it is refolded on 
that fide the water,. I fhall be there within a (hort time,. 
I do forbear the aafwcring forae of your former letters, 
till I fee you, and particularly, the ^rmers petition to 
my lord treafiirer, wherein are things very confidaable,. 
and fbme not fit too haftily to be complied with 7 the 
fobflance of what I have to fey, 1 fhall defer till I wait 
' •« my lord treafurer, and remain* 

Your lordfhip's mofl faithful humble fcrvant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. godqlphin; 

Mr. Godolphim^ Dublin Caftle, June 19, 1675. 

THERE i» nothing in yours of the 12th, material^ 
to anfwer, fave only what you mention concerning 
my lord Ranelagh's telling my lady Danby,. that he heard 
my lady Northumberland fay, fhe was glad of my comr- 
ingover^ 6cc You may do well to employ ther perfon* 
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from whom you had this, to affure my lady Danby of 
the falfehood thereof, for my lady Northumberland hath 
■written with the moft vehemence hither, to perfuade ray 
ilay, that can be imagined ^ and if you would get your- 
felf, or any other employed, to afk my lady Northum- 
berland the queftion, fo it might be done without my 
lord Ranelagh's knowledge, I would forfeit my head if 
the malice of this lie be not detedled ; I am fure there are 
few things I would Iboner wilh, thau a difcovery of this 
nature. My feveral other difpatches hinder me from fay- 
ing any thing to you upon the letter concerning my com- 
ing over, and the arts therein ufed to render the letter 
itfelf infignificant ; but having writ at large upon.this fub- 
- jed to Mr. fecretary Coventry, you may from himfelf, or 
Mr. Thinne, learn what I have done. Pray tell Mr. 
Thinne, that I have feveral of his letters, but the multi- 
-tude of other aftairs has hindered me from acknow- 
ledging them myfelf. Do not fail to let me know my 
lord treafurer's motion, in order to his journey to the 
Bath, that if he be there, I may take that in my way to 
Windfor. 

j am your moft affedionate friend, 

BSSEX. 
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TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

^''^» Dublin Caftle, June 19, 1C75. 

T HAVE received yours of the 12th inftant, together 
with his Majefty's letter of the fame date, concern- 
ing my coming over : I do not know where it was drawn, 
but I fear thofe clerks who penned it, did not examine 
precedents, . it being much out of form ; however, were 
that all, I fliould not trouble you upon this fubjed, but 
I do find, that though -the beginning of the letter gives 
a diredlion for me to come, yet the body of the letter 
impofes fbmewhat upon me, which renders my journey 
impoflible. - . 

For in the firft place, the preamble of the letter ex- 
prefTes, as if I had defired to come over, which indeed 
was the preamble td my lord Berkley's, that he defired' to 
go into England, in relation' to his own private affairs ; 
whereas I have never pretended, nor indeed having any 
occafion of my oWn to call me over, but only propofing 
to his Majefty leveral maters relating to the public, which 
muft be neceflarily refolved in England againft Chrift- 
mas next, have humbly fubmitted to his Majefty 's cori- 
fideratiori, whether my prefence may not be ufeful, wher^ 
thefe matters fhall be debated: I do with all humility^ 
conceive the preamble of the letter ought to be fuitable^. 
to the occafion, and in the ftile of thole in my lord duke 
of Ormond's time, viz. Whereas, we, in our princely 
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judgment, find it ncceffary, that you (liould com« to our 
prefence, that you may in your perfoa inform us^ of the 
prefent ftate, &c. This as to the prefece. In the next 
^lace, as to the body of the letter, it is exptefled, that 
before my going over,. I muft fummon a parliament, ta 
be held here, againft the firft <^ September next; and 
that I bring over with nae fuch bills, as fhall be thought 
fit to b.e paf&.d ia parliament : how unpr^icable this is^ 
any who underlland the conilitutions of this kingdom^ 
can eafily inform you^ When, a parliament is called here,^ 
bills are firft to be prepared by the QQuncil of Irelandx 
then tranfmitted and approved by the priyy council of 
England ; and upon their remittal back into Ireland, un^ 
det the great feal of England^ with that remitter comes, 
a commiiIIo% und^r the great feal of England, to hold a. 
parliament here j after which, writs at? to be iffued,. andl 
you all know there muft be kxty d^ys. time between the- 
iCuing of the writs, and the fitting of the pariiament:« 

.now then let any man compute the time. This letter is 
dated the 1 2thL of June, and received in. Ireland the 17 th. 

"-of June, and the uoits muft be iflued the 2.2d of July^ 
fo as ta dra,w the bills by the King*s council here^ to pafk 
them in privy council here^ to tranfmit them into Eng- 
land^ and have them all paflibd in> council there,, and re- 
mitted hack hither aggin, there is but barely five weeks, 
time ;. and then too I ami obliged to ftay till all this be 
done,^ which as aforefaid will he the zzd- oi July,, and 
^ to 
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to be back by tlie firft of September j fo as in effeft, it 
is to dired, I muft not come this fummer. True it is^ 
that all lord lieutenants have a daufe in their commiflion, 
lempowering them to hold a parliament here ; yet parlia- 
ments have not been ufually called, upon that general 
claufe in the chief governors patent, without a particular 
commiffion for that porpofe ; and indeed by Poyning < 
law, no parliament can be held without a fpecial com* 
miilion. 

But if nothing of this were, it it certainly the mofl 
unleafbnable time in the wliole year for a parliament to 
fit, the firft of September being the middle of their 
harveft, when the country gentlemen will be unwilling 
to attend ; and befides, it will be very inconvenient- for 
the lieutenant to ilTue writs for the holding a parliament^ 
•and the eledions to be made in his abfence ; for it may be 
of more importance to his Majefty*« affairs, to have the 
lieutenant in the country, in order to the dilcourfing with 
men concerning thefe eledio&s, and taking care that fit 
perfbns be chofen, thad that he fhould be upon the place 
at the opening of the feffions ; it is indeed one of the 
propofals in my letter to his Majefty, to advife of the 
calling a parliament here ; but the confideration of the 
time, is certainly a principal point to be refolved of, and 
I am certain it cannot be convenient to do it till after 
Chriftmas next, both in regard the country is atprefent 
very poor, and likewife that the payment of the fupply 
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of the year's value (which is a general tax) will not be at 
an end till Michaelmas ; and alfo, that the farm, and 
my lord Ranelagh*s contrad, both determine at Chrift- 
mas, it will then be feen in what ftatc his Majefty's trear 
fury is, and confequently what proportion the need of the 
public will be for money : add to this, that it will be very 
inconvenient to have a parliament £Ltting here, and one 
in England, at the lame time, which will neceflarily fol- 
low, let men fancy what they pleafe in point of difpatch, 
if this be called on the firft of September, and that in 
England meet on the 13th of October. 

I conceive I have laid enough in relation to this letter, 
and therefc»% Ihall trouble you no further, but with the 
.draft of a letter here fent over, anfwerable to the prece- 
dents of thole in my lord of Ormond's time, which you 
may pleale to ofFer to his Majefty*s lignature ; and con- 
lidering the lealbn of the year, I w^ould be glad to fooa 
as may be, to know what I am to do. 

I am yoiir moll faithful humble lervant, 

ESSEX. 

Right Trufty, &c. 
TT THERE AS, We, in Our princely judgment, do find 
^^ it neceflary, that you Ihould repair to Our pre- 
fcnce, that you may in your own perlbn inform Us of the 
prefent ftate of that Our kingdom, and underftand Our 
pleafure and refolutions, in fundry particulars concerning 

Our 
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Our important aflairs there : We have therefore thought 
fit to fignify Our royal pleafure to you ; and We do here- 
by fufiidently authorize you forthwith, upon the receipt 
of thefe Our letters, or fo fbon after as you fhall find it 
expedient, to repair to Our prefence', that We and Our 
council may advife at large with you, and receive infor- 
mation from you, touching the prefent ftate and affairs ' 
of that Our kingdom ; and, becaufe it is fit, that the go- 
vernment there, fhould be fupplied with fome meet per- 
fons, to manage the affairs of that Our realm, during 
your abfence. We have made choice of the moft reverend 
fether in God, Michael, lord archbifhop of Dublin, Our 
chancellor of that Our kingdom, and of Our right trufty 
and well belpved counfellor Sir Arthur Forbefe, baronet. 
Our marfhal of Our army there, to be Our juftices ; and 
accordingly. We do hereby authorize and require you, 
by commiflion, under Our great feal of that Our kingdom, 
to affign and appoint them, the faid lord archbifhop of 
Dublin, and the laid Sir Arthur Forbefe, jointly, to be 
Our juftices in that Our kingdom, during Our pleafure, 
for the government thereof, in your abfence, until you 
fhall return thither for the government thereof; and to 
do air things according to the tenor of the faid letters pa- 
tent to be granted unto them, with fuch inftru<5lions for 
the good of Ourfervice, and for the welfare of Our peo- 
ple, as you fhall think fit to leave with them, figned un- 
der your hand, as' Our lieutenant general and general go- 
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vernor of that Our kingdom, without any revocation or 
•diminution of your authority : and it is Our pleafure, and 
We do hereby authorize you, that you caufe a claufe to 
be inferted in the faid letters patent, to be granted to Our 
faid juftices, to be appointed as aforefaid, that the faid 
letters patent, or any thing therein to be contained, fhaU 
no ways avoid, determine, or annihilate any power or 
authority given unto you by Our letters patent, bearing 
tlate the one and twentieth day of May, in the four and 
twentieth year of Our reign ; but that the fame fliall be 
valid unto you, to all intents and purposes, with all jurif- 
didions, benefits, profits, entertainments, rights, ^nd 
privileges whatfoever, granted unto you, as fully, amply, 
and beneficially, to all intents and purpofes, as if the 
faid letters patent never had been granted : and it is alfo 
Our pleafure, and We do hereby authorize you, to caufe 
a claufe to be inferted in the faid letters patent to be 
granted to the faid lord archbifhop of Dublin and Sir 
Af thur Forbefe, as aforefaid, that the faid letters patent, 
<xt any thing thereunto to be contained, -fliall no way 
avoid, determine, or annihilate, or be any way cpnftrued^ 
to avoid, determine, or annihilate, any office or offices, 
power or authority given unto them, or either of them, 
fcut that the feme fhall be valid unto them, to all intents 
and purpofes, with all jurifdiAions, benefits, profits, en- 
tertainments, rights, and privileges whatfocver, granted 
to them, or either of them, as. fully, amply, and bene- 
ficially, 
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£cially, to all intents and purpofes, as if the faid letters 
patent, now intended to be granted to them, as Out 
juftices aforc^i(d> h^ never been had or granted ; any 
thing to be contained in fuch letters patent, to be granted 
to them as Quf juftices aforefaid, to the contrary notwith- 
(landing. And We do alfb authorize you, to caufe a 
commiffion to be iflued under the great feal of that Our 
kingdom,, direded to Our right truily and well beloved 
counfellors, thereby authorifing them> of any of them,. 
. to adminifter to Our £ud juftices,. the oaths ufiiaUy taken 
' \fy Our juftices- for the government of that Our kingdom* 
And albeit,, We hav^ tl^ns fignifted Our pleaiure unto you, 
|br yovr repaid hithec» and di%>fing. of the government 
in your abfence ^ yet if you fhall find any mdi^iition 
9f your body,^ to come hither, and return in fo ihort 
^ce of tim^i as qiay be necef&ry for Our prefent siSaks 
on that fide, or that any reafon of itate fhall occur with, 
you, which in your judgment,, you (hall hold fit to de- 
tain you there, for the advancement of Our (ervice, then, 
in fuch cafe. We do not fo ftridly enjoin you to the per- 
formance thereof, but that We do leave it freely to your 
* ewn choice, to come or ftay, as you fhall think fit for> 
Our fervicer and thefe Our letters fhall be unto you, and 
all others whom it may concern,, a. fuifident warrant in 
thatbehalf». Given^ &c«. 
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TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Si a, Dublin Caftlc, June 19, 1675. . 

T7*ROM feveral of my friends in England, I under- 
(land how induftrious you have been in the inclin- 
ing of his Majefty to fend for me over, that I might per- 
fonally give him an account of his afiairs under my 
charge j I do give you many thanks for it, and doubt 
not but his Majefty, when I come over, will find reafon 
to believe you have done him good fervice therein; for I 
am confident the King does not know the true ftate of 
his treafury here, nor how much he will remain in debt, 
after my lord Ranelagh has gone through with his under- 
taking : befides there are divers payments and fums of 
money, which, by the covenants in my lord Raiielagh^s 
contrad, fcem to be dubious whether they fhould reft on 
the King, or on the undertakers, and thefe amount to no 
lels than threefcore or fourfcore thoufand pounds; alt 
which I find the partners here, conftrue to their own ad- 
vantage, tho* for my own part, I cannot judge that the 
King ought to bear them, at leaft, not all that will be 
demanded : that therefore his Majefty might have a clear 
information of the former, and might hear fome one 
fpeak in his own behalf to the latter, before the winding 
up and fettling of all reckonings, was a principal induce- 
ment to me, to propofe this journey ; whereunto, if you 
add the other confiderations, in order to the final fettle- 
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ment of this kingdom, mentioned in my paper fent to 
you by Mr. Godolphin, ail of them of pubJick concern- 
ment, you have my whole defign in coming over. 

I have nothing to write further, but to telJ you, that 
I do not find Sir Arthur Forbefe fo unwilling to under- 
take the part of a lord juftice, as fome have reprefented ; 
I fpoke of it to him above a fortnight fince, and he (hew- 
ed no unwillingnefs; and I told him of it again yefter- 
day, and he then readily embraced it: he is a worthy 
gentleman, as any I have ever known, and always ready 
to lerve the crown, wherever he is commanded ; pray do 
him right on all occafions on that fide the water. 
I am moft aftedionately 

your faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
Note enclofed in this Letter, 

If you think it convenient, you may fhew this letter to 
his Majefty, or otherwife keep it to yourfelf, which you 
conceive beft, for I never wrote any thing but what I can 
juftify. 



TO MR. HARBORD. 

Mr. Harbor d, Dublin Cattle, June 19, 1675. 

T H AVE yours of the 1 2th ; as to what relates to my 
"^ lord Caftlehaveh, I find his lordQiip in an abfolute 
miftake, for he wrote a letter to me, defiring I would 
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paft his patent for five hundred pounds per annum pen- 
fion, and alfo pafs his Majefty's letter, which was for the 
abating of his quit-rents ; and at the fame time I received 
a letter from my lord treafurer, that that for the quit- 
rents fhould be ftopt, and that the other for the patent 
fhould not take efled till after Chriftmas next. Mr. 
Beecher had then immediately order to pafs his penfion, 
according to the limitation in my lord treafurer*s letter; 
but no body calls for it, nor has he employed any agent, 
that I can hear of, tho* I have made enquiries, fb that I 
.know not what he expeds, unlefs he would have me fol- 
licit his affairs myfelf, and when letters are fent, that I 
Ihould carry them through the offices ; wherefore, I 
would be glad, that at fbme leifure«time you would ac- 
quaint his Majefty, that the reafon he has been fo troubler 
fbme,- is purely,, for that the poor man knows not how to- 
follow his own bufioefs. 

Mr. Hallyard and captain Hamond (hall have licence,, • 
as is defircd. There fhall be a commiflion for captain 
Prieftman, to come in* the place of Sir Roger Strickland; 
only in regard I have nothing but juft the letter for it, L 
would have a line or two from Sir George Strickland, of 
his confent, it being ever my rule to hear from the perfon. 
himfelf concerned, ere I grant the commiflion, or other- 
wife it will look like a cafhiering him. My lord of 
Tyrone is now here in Ireland, and never went over*. 
The letter for my coming into England I have received,, 
but I am amazed at feveral things in it, for, in the firfl 
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place, it is quite out of the form of any letters that have 
been writ of this nature ; and in the next place, tho' in 
the beginning it directs I fhould come over, fo fbon as I 
fhould think fit, yet afterwards, it appoints me to pre- 
pare all fuch bills ready, as (hall be neceflary to be offered 
at a parliament here, and ifTue writs likewife before my, 
coming over, for the fummoning a parliament againfl the 
firft day of September next ; which is as much as to fay, 
I fhould not come at all, for it is impofUble to have thefe 
bills drawn and paflied in council, under three months 
time: but that which amazeth me mofl of all, is, that 
in your letter you feem to applaud yourfelf very much, 
as if a great point were gained, in calling this parliament 
againft September next; and fome touches likewife in my 
brother Henry's letter, do confirm me, that yourfelf and 
he had a hand in propofing it ; whether you had or no, 
is not very clear to me, but till I received your letter, 
and faw thefe particulars therein, I did rather prcfumc it 
had been purely a fetch of my lord Ranclagh's. I made 
no doubt, if you and my brother were the movers there- 
of, it was with a good intent towards me, believing that 
if writs were iffued for the calling of a parliament, it 
would fecure my coming back, but I muft confefs I am 
an utter enemy to any thing of pradice or artifice; and 
when I recoiled how often I have prefled you to ufe 
plain dealing, I fhould very much wonder if now you 
fhould be guilty of a flight of this fort : it is impoifible 
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to have a parliament meet in Ireland under fix months 
time, and I am fure the kingdom cannot be ready to 
have one (their prefent poverty being fuch) till the next 
year ; befides, the firft of September is the midfl of their 
harveft, and divers other reafons, fuperfluous to be added^ 
may be given againft it ; but if you and my Iwother have 
been conlenting to this particular, which relates to a par^ 
liament, I believe my lord Conway and lord Raiielagh 
laugh bravely in their fleev^, to fee how egregioufly they 
have choufed you both. Pray {hew my brother Henry 
this letter, and tell him I have many hawks here more 
than my falconers can keep ; I would be glad my brother 
Strangwais would immediately fend for fbme of them;. 
Mr. Philpot, the principal incendiary of this city, is now 
found guilty, by a jury in the King*s-bench, of feveral 
feditious praAices, and I believe will be fined very deep?* 
ly ; you muft ufe your utmoft endeavours with the fecre.- 
taries, that none beg this firne to bring him oiF, for the 
peace of this city will never be eftabliflied without the 
punilhing of fome of thefe fomenters of thefe late conr 
tentions. 

I am your moft afFedionate friend, 

ESSEX. 
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TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

^^*> Dublin Caftle, June 19, 1675. 

' I ^HIS ferves only to enclofe a draft of a letter, in be- 
-■• half of Mr. Leigh ; it is the fame in effed with a 
former letter, under the fignet, dated the 5th of Decem- 
ber 1674, only with fome few amendments, to make it 
the more regular. This being a favour his Majefty already 
had granted, I fee no inconvenience in the renewing 
thereof, and therefore humbly offer it to you for his Ma- 
jefty *s fignature. 

I am your moft faithful humble lervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. HARBORD. 

Mr. Harbord, Dublin Caftle, June 20,. 1675. 

' I ^HIS bearer, Mr. Taylor, now going into England, 
"''■ with the books of the difcoveries of land, has en- 
gaged to me, that he will permit no perfon to view them 
before I come over ;, I thought fit to let you know this,, 
that in cafe therp fliould be any ftirring in this affair, you. 
might put a ftbp to it until my arrival. 

1 am your moft affiedionate friend^ 

ESSE X.> 
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TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

My Lord, Dublin Caille, June aa, 1675. 

T HAVE juft now received your lordfhip's of the 15th 
"^ inftant, together with the papers cnclofed : as to the 
obje£lions in relation to the farmers accounts, I have not 
yet had leifure to pernfe them fully, they being very large, 
nor ha^ your lordfhip in your letter mentioned what ufe 
is to be made of them. That the farmers have fent over 
confiderable fums of money, is out of all peradventure ; 
your lordftiip fays, you know not how to give me a de- 
monftration of it, and indeed it may feeip a little dif- 
ficult to do it, yet I doubt not by that time I »come over 
into England, if it be of any concern to his Majefty's 
bufinefs, to be able to give an account of every particular 
relating thereunto. I wrote this letter in feme hafte, but 
arti loath to let the poft go put, ^his being the night of 
their departure, without acknowledging >the receipt of 
your lord/hip's : by the next I may write more. 

I am your lordfhip's moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. HARBORD. 

Mk. H a r b o k d, Dublin Caftle, June 22, 1675. 

T HAVE received one of yours^ one of my brother 
Henry's, and one from Mr. Godolphin, all dated the 
15th inftant; but having written the laft pacquet to 
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yourfelf and Mr. Godolphin, I have nothing further to 
add, only t6 defire you to acknowledge the receipt of 
the letters,, and remain 

Your moft affedionate friend, 

ESSEX, 

-t- l m { 1 ! M } ! M i l MliMllI ! 1 I M I M M { { ! h 

TO MR. GODOLiPHIN. 

Mr. GoDOtPHW, IDublin Caftle, June 26, 1675,- 

T Send you here enclofed a paper of exceptions to an ac- 
count delivered in upon oath by captain Stone, Mr. 
RichardfoUy &c. It came to me from my lord Ranelagh, 
but he gives no notice who is the author thereof; where- 
fore not knowing how far it may have gone, or whether 
the King may not have had a fight of it, I defire you 
would endeavour to fhew them privately to his Majefty. 
They are fo long, as it is not fit to tremble him to read 
them all over ; but if he pleafe to caft his eye on a line 
or two of them, and does but recoiled whether any fuch 
paper hath come to his Majefty *s view, it will be enough: 
which, if he have, I da moft humbly defire his Majefty 
would be pleafed to order the author to ftand to it, and 
juftify it when I come overr in the mean time, that his 
Majefty (till he can hear me fpeak) would be fo gracious 
as not to retain any impreflion one way or other from it. 
ft is no new thing to me to be attacked- in this manner;. 
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for after I had taken all the care I could, both in acquaint- 
ing his Majefty, and flaying 'till I had received his com- 
mands, in order to the regulating corporations here ; yet, 
when the rules were made, though precifely anfwerable 
to his Majefty 's appointment, there were, neverthelefs, 
fome in England who fcattered objedlions againft them, 
moft falfly and malicioufly expofing both myfelf and the 
government here : but when I had recovered my health 
(for I was then iick) and fent over anfwers to thofe ob- 
je(ftions, the truth came to be fo fully known, as no man 
I can ever hear of fince but refted fatisfied that I had done 
my duty exadly in that particular. As for this prefent 
paper, it is in fome parts falfe, in many others impertinent, 
and all of it very malicious. But I will venture my life, 
and all I have in this world, that every paflage relating 
to myfelf, when I come to (peak, will be cleared: and 
for what concerns the commilBoners of Cork-houfe, they 
ought, as I conceive, to anfwer for themfelves. Upon 
the whole, I defire you will ufe effedual means to difco- 
ver the author, that when I have the opportunity to 
juftify myfelf, he may receive his due punifhment for at- 
tempting fo falfly to afperfe me. 

I am your moft affedionate friend, 

ESSEX. 
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TO MR. GODOLPHIN. 

Mr. Godolphin," Dublin Caftle, June 26, 1675. 

T HAVE yours of the 19th, wherein you tell me, 
"*■ you conceive you have found a way how to infinuate 
things to my lord treafurer, with that effed, as he may 
truly underftand what fort of man my lord Ranelagh is, 
but that you want matter to ojfFer : I know no one thing 
wherein it can be better compaffed, than by difcovering 
that impudent lie, which he told my lady Danby, as di{- 
courfe coming from my lady Northumberland. If Sir 
William Temple be in town, (he being very well with 
and allied to my lord treafurer*s family, and alfo parti- 
cularly acquainted with my lady Northumberland, and 
befides perfeftly my friend, and a man who thoroughly 
underftands my lord Ranelagh) he may be a very proper 
inftrument for this purpofe. My lord treafurer may be 
alfo minded what lies my lord Ranelagh told him to gain 
a commiflion for the earl of Orrery laft year, faying, that 
the military powers of the prefident of Munfter were not 
required of my lord Orrery to be refigned, and that he 
gave them up voluntarily. My lord treafurer fhould re- 
colled who convinced him of this miftake, and into 
what briars the then ignorance of the truth was likely to 
ttave drawn him. You fhould ufe all the means you 
can,'^ hy fuch as are proper hands, to convince the trea- 
furer, that I have no aims at his diflervice ; and for the 
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truth of this, I am fure, you know it fully : and befides, 
to let him know, that fince his Majefty has ordered a 
great fhare of the buiinefs of this kingdom to come 
through his lordfhip's hands, I am fo much his fervant, 
as I would take this journey, if it were only to (peak 
with him, that he may have a right impreflion of things 
here : and let his lordfhip be aflured, he is not truly in- 
formed of the ftate of the revenue of this kingdom : and 
may I but be fuffered to come upon equal terms with 
thofe who pretend to know it, and be permitted to Ipeak 
as- well as they, and not be put only to write, I will lofe 
my life if I do not (hew his lordfhip that he is in danger 
to be led into many errors. My lord treafurer is a man 
whom I never had the honour to be perlbnally acquaint- 
ed with ;. but certainly he cannot be the wife man the 
world takes him for, if he will venture at the difpatch 
of bufinefs, and not fufFer himfelf to be rightly inform- 
ed therein ; but in aiEiirs cohcerning his Majefty *s intereft,. 
only takes his meafures from what he hears from parties, 
concerned in profit and gain againft his Majefty, and 
not hear any one ipeak in the King's behalf. This, to- 
gether with other publick things in the paper fent by you 
(as you well know), was the only defign and aim of ray 
coming over. If men will take up imagipations in their 
heads that there is more in it,. I know not how to help 
\t. I cannot but a little wonder Mr. fecretary Coventry 
fhould be diflatisfied at my difpoling of the place Mr^ 
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Glafcock formerly had : there are but three cominifIioner$ 
of appeal on the eflabliihment, two whereof muft be to 
make a quorum; and it is wonderful to me, why men 
{hould expe<St to have places which require their prefence, 
only to turn them into peniions> and never attend the 
duty thereof. I thought I had dealt very kindly with 
Mr. Glafcock in giving it him at firft, ^nd difplacing 
fome others who were in it before : but to be rewarded 
with ill-will for, having done a kindnels, and not con- 
tinuing it when the publick (hould fufFer thereby, I do 
not at all underftand. Sure I am, if Mr. fecretary Co- 
ventry confiders it rightly, he cannot think amifs there- 
of. My other letter you may fhew to the King ; elpe- 
cially if I find he hath ever feen thefe exceptions enclofed. 
To repair the defe<5t of not writing to the duke, when I 
fent you over, herewith you will receive a letter to his 
highneis, a copy whereof is enclofed for your perufal, 
which you may either deliver or let alone, as you fee caufe. 

I am your moft affedionate friend, 

ESSEX. 



TO THE DUKE. 

May it fleass touk highnbss, 

Dublin Caftlc, June 26, 1675. 

A T the time when I fent Mr. Godolphin into Eng-' 

land, my intelligence told me, that your highnefi 

did decline as much as might be the interpofing in any 
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bufinefs whatfoever ; and judging it unfit for any fubjed 
to give unneceflary trouble to a perfon of fo exalted a 
birth as is your highnefs, was the true caufe I charged 
him with none of my letters to your highnefs. The real 
grounds of my propofing this journey were all of them 
contained in the letter I wrote to his Majefty. If my 
coming over be permitted, I fhall give his Majefty an im- 
partial account of his affairs in this country, and tender 
fuch matters to confideration, as in my apprehenfion will 
conduce to the future advantage and fettlemcnt of this 
kingdom. It will alfo add much to my fatisfadion to 
enjoy the honour of killing your highnefs's hand; and 
by being on the place, to. have frequent opportunity of 
cxprefling the reality and unfeignednefs wherewith 

I am your highnefs's 

moft humble and moft obedient fervant^ 

ESSEX. 



TO THE DUKE OF MONMOUTPL 

r My Lord, Dublin Caftle, June 2^, i6y^. 

nn HE reafoH I have been fo long in anfwering your 
"^ grace's letter relating to your fifter's concern, hatb 
aot been my fault, but Mr. Attorney^, who hath all this- 
time been colleding the ftate of the cafe here enclo£bd> 
that your grace may advife upon it in England, to da 
therein as you think fit. Sir Theophilus Jones hath not 
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as yet pafled any lands in patent, but hath brought in 
feveral difcoveries, which are almoft completed. I fliall 
hot fign any thing to him, 'till your grace direfts upon 
what terms, and to what ufes the lands given up by him 
fhall be configned ; and fuch rules as your grace fliall 
pleafe to order herein, fhall mofl pundually be ob- 
ferved by 

Your grace's 

mofl faithful and mofl humble fervant, 

ESSEX, 

TO SIR WILLIAM TEMPLE. 

Sm^ Dublin Caftle, June 26, 1675. 

MY journey into England, which was of my own 
propoflng, has, I perceive, occafioned a great deal 
of difcourfe there, and mofl of my friends are of opinion 
that I have not done well therein : but it is impofTibk for 
them to know the circumflances of afl&irs, and confe- 
quently cannot be judges of what is proper for me to do. 
I afTure you, that however fatisfied I am with my em- 
ployment, which Hook upon to be the very befl his Ma- 
jefly has to give, yet I do find I cannot flay longer in it,, 
and be an honefl man, unlefs- 1 have the opportunity to 
difcourfe a little with his Majefly, to fet fome things right 
m. order to his fervice, which is impofUbk to be tranfad- 

edi 



Digitized by 



Google 



374 LETTERSOF 

ed by letters. When I heard your excellency was coming 
into England, I was in hope that my good fortune might 
have been to have met you there ; but the delay that 
fbme men, who are unwilling his Majefty fhould know 
the truth, have put upon my journey, makes me fear I 
fhall not reach London fo foon as to fee you. I am with 
perfeft truth 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, Dublin Caftle, June i6, 1675. 

TV/TY laft letter from Mr. Thinne brings me an ac- 
•^ count that you have lately been indilpofed ; but I 
hope, when this comes to your hand, it will find you 
perfedly recovered. The more I refled upon the letter 
of calling a parliament here, I am ftill in the more 
amazement, for I daily fee greater unpradicablenefs in 
the thing, and fuch as I wonder any on that fide fiiould 
be ignorant of. Befides the objed^ions offered in a former 
letter of mine, there are others very material, which dia * 
I not juft then occur to me, as this ; the feafbn of the year 
being fuch as the judges will be all in their circuits, and 
the lawyers out of town, when thcfe bills are to be drawn 5 
and it is a conilant rule here, when bills are to be prer 
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pared, a committee of the council is appointed, of which 
all the chief judges are to be of the number, for the per- 
il fing thefe bills ; fo as either the kingdom muft be with- 
out juftice for this year, or bills muft be drawn contrary 
to all former pradice, and by perlbns who are not proper 
to do them. I have been a little perplexed within my- 
felf, how this propofal took its rife ; and upon perufal of 
my letters, I find in one to my lord treafurer of the 30th 
of November laft, being an anfwer to his lordfliip's of the 
wherein he defired to know my opinion con- 
cerning the calling of the parliament here, and the time. 
I told his lordfhip, that in cafe the country continued to 
improve, as fince the war it began, I then prefumed we 
might be ready for a parliament this fummer, only with 
this caution, that it would not be convenient that a par- 
liament were fitting here and in England at the iame 
time; wherefore I could fay nothing pofitive as to the 
time. Now if this paflage were read, and open, it in- 
ferred, that it was my opinion that a parliament might 
be called this fummer. If you obferve what I have here 
truly recited, you will find, that I am far from being 
pofitive as to the time of convening it i befides,. it might 
be my opinion, and c«i fubftantial grounds enough,, in 
November^ that a parliament fliould be called the next 
fummer j but circumftances may vary between that and> 
June (which is half a year) as I may with good reafon* 
alter my advice :. and therefore it i& a veiy hard cafe to> 

oblige 



Digitized by 



Google 



37^ L E T T E R S O F 

oblige a man, had I been never fo pofitive then, to con- 
tinue of the fame fenfe fix months after, and not alter, 
tho' he fees the world change about him. I do affure 
you, this kingdom, by reafon of the extraordinary un- 
feafonablenefs of the fpring, and the fharp courfes taken 
both by the farmers and the commiffioners of the treafury, 
to get in their money, this being the lafl: year of the firft 
of thele, and the laft likewife with the other, for the 
payment of the eftablifhment, and other debts due to the 
army, &c, has made the country fo very poor, as no man 
could forefee it three months ago. Add to this, this let- 
ter of the 30th of November was fent over by my lord 
Ranelagh, who knew well enough the pradice of things 
here, and well underflood that the forms are fucli as a 
parliament cannot be called under fix months prepara- 
tion ; and therefore I did exped to have heard from my 
lord treafurer his Majefty's pleafure before Chriflmas Ia(t, 
in cafe a parliament had been defigned here this fummer* 
I am fure, fhould there meet one before my lord Rane- 
lagh's undertaking be determined and adjufled, it would 
not ferve his turn, to reckon with the commiflioners of 
accounts ; for the houle of commons here would infalli- 
bly, after the example of that in England (who now be- 
gin to infped his Majefty's revenue, and pretend to dired 
how it fhould be difpofed, before they gave any money) 
require an account of his lordfhip*s undertakings; and 
this, I am certain, the wit of man could not prevent; 
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but if this propofal of calling a parliament in fuch a 
Jhurry, be only a block caft in the away, that I may net 
fpeak with his Majefty, I hope his Majefty would be 
pleafed to confider, whether he hath not fometimes al- 
ready been in danger to be led out of the way upon wrong 
fuggeftions; witnels the commiffion intended lafl fum- 
mer for the earl of Orrery, and that upon thefe occasions 
I have ever aded with truth ; and that if he pleafes to 
admit me to his prefence, he (hall know the whole ftate 
of this kingdom ; and I will tell him nothing but what 
i will juftify to the face of any man whatfoever. Yet, 
fliould it be thought unfit for me to come, I fhall then 
write my mind plainly and clearly, not valuing my em- 
ployment, or any thing in the world equal to the proving 
myfelf an entire honeft man. By a letter out of the 
country from one Mr. Thompfbn, a Scotch minifter, who 
. has been employed by me on my lord of Ormond's re- 
commendation, as a fpy among the prefbyterians, I have 
this account, which I fend in the cnclofed paper ; and 
tho' I do not find the man to have any great matter in 
him, yet thefe things feem fo particular as to be worthy 
your notice. If my lord of Ormond hath not left Eng- 
land, you' may from him be informed how far this man 
is fit to be believed. Mr. Harbord will offer you a letter 
for his Majefty 's fignature, in behalf of Mr. Adworth, 
who is my clofet fecretary, and hath taken much pains 
with me ; and I have never had the opportunities to gra- 
tify him in any thing. I have fpoken with Ibme of the 
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judges,, who conceive this propofal very rearonable, and 
is fuiting with the praAicc in England. Ifhould be glad 
the forms might be alike here. If the letter is once fign- 
ed, and come over, I (haWy before Ipafs the grant, hear 
any objedions that may be made to it, tho' truly I can* 
^^refee none. 

I am with all fincerity imaginable^, 
Your moft faithful 

and moft humUe iervant, 

ESSEXl^ 

There is an appointment of many of. the difcontented. 
people in Scotland, and others of the northern parts of 
England, to meet at Berwick, or fome where very near 
it, on the i6th of July next,, there to confult of carry- 
ing on the common concern. Notice is given out of 
Scotland to the pie{byterians in Ireland,, that fiXv of their 
miniders. are newly gone to London to. confer with their 
brethren there, coBcerning the ordering of their church : 
their names Mr. Leverftone, Mr. Hutehinlbn>. Mr. Ster- 
ling, Mr. Forchere Young, Mr. Blair, Mr. Wache, 

H- HI } ! U 1 \ ]\:\.\ \ \- H H \}\ I I I I H It H i I i U 
TO THE LORD TREASURER. 

My, LoRDj. Dublin Caftle^ Jpnc j6, 1675.. 

THAVE lately received a paper of objedions to the ac- 
"*■ counts of the farmers here, which was formerly tranf- 
mitted to your lordfhip :. and tho* it came from my lord 
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Ranelagh, who I am confident will be (o careful of yout 
lordfliip, as to (kew it you, as well as fend it to me ; yet 
left any negleft of that fort fliould happen, I thought it 
the fecureft way to tranfniit a copy of them to your lord- 
fliip. I am forry they are figned by no hand ; and in- 
deed, it is a very unreafonable thing, that a liberty fhould 
be taken by men to afperfe perfons of quality, and in 
eminent place, and not appear who they are that do it. 
Much of this paper feems to be Very impertinent, and 
not at all to the purpofe. Some things there are which 
carry alperfions to myfelf, and others which can be points 
€d at none but your lordfliip : therefore I hope you will 
be pleafed to find out the author, that when 1 come into 
England your lordfliip and myfelf may prepare for our 
common defence. The letter, in form, which I received 
in relation to my going into England, and the calling of 
a parliament here, being underwritten by Mr. fecretary 
Coventry, I gave him an account of the unprafticable^ 
nels thereof; but if there were no Uiore than this in ity 
that all the judges are in their circuits, and the lawyers 
in their bufinefs in the country, it makes the thing im*- 
poflible, in regard chat without their afliftance we can- 
not prepare bills fit to pafs : befides, the ftraitnefs of time 
is fuch, that had I never fo many helps, I could not go 
through with the work. I did, indeed, in a letter to 
your lordfliip of the 30th of November, mention this 
fummer as probable to be a feafonable time for calling a 
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parliament here, but faid nothing pofitive therein ; and 
fending this letter by my lord Ranelagh, who knew that 
a parliament cannot be called here under fix months pre- 
paration, and hearing nothing further from your lord- 
fhip at Chriftmas laft, I therefore concluded that his Ma- 
jefty had laid the thoughts thereof afide till another year. 
One of the. greateft matters in calling a parliament, to 
make it fiiccefsful for his Majefty's fervic^ will be to take 
care of eledions of members into the houfe of commons : 
and it is not here as in England, where recommendations 
from the court do rather hinder than help one to be 
chofen j for if the lieutenant be a man beloved, and upon 
the place, he may, with care^ make the houfe of com- 
mons be almoft what he will. Indeed, I would be very 
loth to promife good fuccefs in a parliament,, if I be ab- 
fent out of the country whilft the eledions are making..- 
I find thole of the Romifli perfuafion in this kingdom 
very much difturbed at the noife of a parliament here!.; 
and there is an unlucky ftory come over in letters from 
London (how true I know not, for not one. word. of it. is. 
in any of mine) that my lord Conway and' my lord 
Ranelagh have undertaken to his Majefty, if there be a 
parliament, they fhall give him three, hundred thouiand 
pounds. Your lordfliip, who has fo great experience in 
parliamentary affairs or proceedings, cannot but know 
how mifchievous any fuch thing would be for any one to 
undertake i and the report thereof (though falle) is 
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enough to obftrud his Majefty's fervice. I omit a good 
deal more which I could fay upon this and other fubjeds, 
hoping ere long to wait on your lordfhip in perfon, where 
I may have the opportunity to difcourfe with you con- 
cerning all affairs, and likewife to exprefs the fincerity 
wherewith 

I am your lordfhip's moft faithful humble -fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

M y L o R o, Dublin Caftle, June 2 6, . 1 675. 

'nr^HE exceptions to the accounts which your lordfliip 
-*■ formerly tranfmitted, I have perufed, and do give 
you many thanks for your kindnefs in fending them over. 
You cannot do me a greater favour in any fort, than 
early acquainting me with matters of this nature. I am 
only troubled that you fent me not the name of the au- 
thor ; but I hope your lordftiip will be diligent in the 
enquiry who it was that framed them ; for there being 
many things therein which obliquely caft reflexions up- 
on me, and fome others which blemifh my lord treafurcr, 
I hope your lordHiip will be induftrious, when two of 
your friends are concerned, and thofe men in eminent 
place, to difcovcr who compofed them, and ufe fuch 
means as the perfon may not retra<a what he has faid ; 
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that fo when I am in England, I may have the opportu- 
nity of clearing myfelf, and my lord treafurer likewifc 
may vindicate his own honour. 

Yours of the 1 9th is alfo come, together with the en- 
clofed. I know not what men mean in raidng afperfions 
upon thofe that are here ; for I was near two years in this 
kingdom before I ever heard or knew any thing of this 
grant to my lady Portfmouth. The firft news that came 
to me was in a letter from one of the fecretaries, about 
half or three quarters of a year ago, which told me, 
that there was a fuit with one Hawkins for 9000 1. due 
to his Majefty, and that there had been fbme flacknefs 
both in the court aiid King's council in the profecution 
thereof; whereupon I fent for Mr. Attorney and Mr. Sol- 
licitor, and commanded them to profecute it with effeft ; 
and alfo I told my lord chief baron, that he fhould, with- 
out other delay than what the neceflary forms of law re- 
quire, proceed Ipeedily to judgment. I heard no more 
of this matter till fome months after Mr. Hawkins pre- 
ferred a petition to the privy council,^ complaining of a 
judgment, as I take it, againfl: him in the exchequer. 
This petition, I think, we difmilTed, fending it to the 
judge to which it properly belonged. Hawkins has fince 
taken fome exceptions to the jurifdidion of the court of 
chancery, in the exchequer; and being a very clamorous 
man, did threaten to carry his cafe over to the parliament 
in England, and petition the houfe of commons there, 

as 



Digitized by 



Google 



ARTHUR, EARL OF ESSEX. 383. 

as being the benefit of Magna Charta, and a trial at 
common law. This, and taking a little time to perufe 
precedents, hath, as I am told, made the court a little 
ilacker in their proceedings. By good luck your lord- 
lhip*s letters arrived oa Thurfday, the term being out, 
and my lord chief baron preparing for a journey to the 
Bath. Had it come three days later, the bufinefs muft. 
have flayed till November next : but immediately on the 
receipt of them, I fpoke with the chancellor of the ex- 
chequer,, who tells me they have found two precedents in' 
the point; and I have ordered my lord chief baron not 
to ftir out of town till judgment be given in the cafe» 
This part of my letter you may, if you pleafe, read to 
my lady dutchefs of Portfmouth. It is wrot« in hafle, 
having many other, difpatches to make. 
I am your lordfhip's 

mofl faithful humble fervant^ 

ES SEX- 



TO SIR HANS HAMILTON, 

Si r, Dublin Caftle, June 26^ 1 675. . 

"D Y this lafl pacquet I received an order of council,, 
•*-^ relating to the concern of the 49 officers, a copy 
whereof is herewith inclofed, whereby you will under- 
fiand what cffed my letters have had. in that bufinefs. I 
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have nothing to add, but to defirc you to enquire of the 
affairs I entrufted you with, concerning the troops and 
companies of the army which lay near you, and hope 
you wiH not forget to give me a pundual account there- 
in, who am 

Your moft faithful fervant, 

ESSE X. 

TO SIR HENRY CAPEL. 

Dear Brother, Dublin Caftic, June 26, 1675. 

THAVE yours of 19th, which advifes I fliould have 
"^ no coaches to attend me into town when I (hall come 
to London, and that for fear of encreafing the jealoiify 
which fome caufelefsly have of my coming. My lord 
Conway long ago, in difcourfe, told me, that the ufual 
cuftom was, when the lieutenant of Ireland came to 
tt)wn, that his Majefty did fend one of his own coaches 
the laft day to bring him in. My directions to Mr. Goddi- 
phin was, that he fhould enquire what was cuftoraary, 
and that I defired the fame fliould be done. For my own 
part, I think the affeding any thing extraordinary, either 
of fplendor, or the forbidding that which is the common 
pradlice, will fliew an arrogance in any man, and confe- 
quently increafe the fufpicions which men of this age are 
fo apt to create; and therefore I am ftill of the fame 
opinion, that the ordinary cuftom fliould be kept, and 
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nothing more or lefs done than it, which is all I have to 
fay upon this fubjed, who am 

Your moft aiFedionate brother, 

ESSEX. 

Pray let me have a good perriwig made againft I come ; 
and, if you will, a plain iiiit of ftufF cloaths, in the 
fa(hion, with black ribbons, to meet me at the laft day's 
journey. 

TO MR. HARBORD. 

M». Harbor D, Dublin Caftle, June 26, 1675^ 

T Received yours of the 19th. The Norwich frigate, 
"■- commanded by captain London, being in this harbour, 
I intended (hould carry me over, when I went for Eng- 
land, and a day or two after I had told captain London 
thereof, there came an order out of England, that he 
fhould attend my lord of Orrery at Minehead ; but the 
Monmouth yatch, fent out of England, being juft ar- 
rived at this port, I thought it would not be difagreeable 
to Jiis Majefty*s pleafuie, that I (hould take my choice> 
and my lord of Orrery have the other veflel. Captain 
London being the very fame man who brought me hither 
at my firft coming, I have refblved. to take him, and 
have ordered the yatch forthwith to fet fail, and wait on 
my lord of Orrery at Minehead. Thus much it may be 
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neceflary for you to let his Majcfty know, that captain 
London may bear no blame. There is a letter inclofed 
in behalf of Mr. Aldworth, which I look upon as a rea- 
fonable thing, and you well know, that I liave hitherto 
been able to do nothing for him ; therefore I would have 
you get it diipatched. Having nothing further, 

I remain your moft afFedionate friend, 

ESSEX. 

Right Trufty, &c. 
"f T 7HEREAS, t|ie employment of drawing, writing, 
^ ^ preparing, and engroiUng, all and eveiy the writs 
^{ fiibpeena^ IfTuing, or to be iffued out of the high court 
of chancery, in Our kingdom of Irdand, under the great 
fcal thereof, as well writs d Jubpoena ad comparendumy 
and writs tsi fukpesna ad teftificandum^ as all other writs 
oi fubpasna^ of wlmt nature, Jiame, condition, quality 
or kind whacfoever, ifliiing, or to be iffued, out of Our 
high court of chancery aforeiaid, either at the fuit of Us, 
Our heirs and fucceiTors, or any of Our liege fubje<^ 
whatfocver, is at prefent executed by perions not Speci- 
ally nominated or appoiated by Us thereunto, or having 
Our letters patent for the fame ; and We taking the faid 
matter into Ou^ princely coniideration, have thought fit, 
that the faid employment of writing, preparing, and in- 
grofllng all write oi fubpoena aforeiaid, ihould be ereftcd 
and created, into an office, as is already cftabliQied in 
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(Sir high court of chancery, in Our kindom of England, 
to be held and executed by fiich perfon or perfons to 
whom We, Our heirs, and fucceflbrs, fhall gracioully 
pleafe to grant the fame ; and accordingly Our will and 
pleafure is, that you do with the advice of Our council 
learned in the law, caufe efFedual letters patent to be 
pailed under the great leal of that Our kingdom of Ire- 
land, for eroding and creating the faid employment into 
an office, to be called by the name of the Subposna-oi- 
ftce, in Our high court of chancery, in Our kingdom of 
Ireland, and to be exercifed and enjoyed by fuch psribn 
or persons, as We ihall think fit to nominate or appoint 
thereunto : and We being well fatisfied of the integrity 
of Our well beloved fubjeft, Richard Aldworth, efq; and 
his alMlities for the execution and difcharge of the faid 
office. Our further will and pleafure is, . that in the faid 
letters patent, you caufe a grant from Us, Our heirs, and 
fucceflbrs, to be made of the faid office-, to the faid 
Richard Aldworth,' to be held, executed, and enjoyed, 
by him, the faid Richard Aldworth, or his fufficient de- 
puty, during his natural life, together with all fuch fees, 
profits, and perquifites, and emoluments, as now are, or 
at any time heretofore have been ufually taken and re- 
ceived by any perfon or perfons for the drawing, writing, 
and preparing, the writs olifubpoena aforementioned ; and 
in the faid'letters patent, you are alfo to caufe a claufe to 
be inferted, flri<ftly prohibiting and enjoining Our clerk 

D d d 2 of 



Digitized by 



Google 



388 L E T T E R S O F 

of the Hanaper, and all other Our officers of Our high 
court of chancery, in Our kingdom of Ireland, that they 
do not deliver, or caufe to be delivered, out to any per- 
ibn or perfbns whatfoever, any of the virrits of fubpcena 
before mentioned, fave only fiich as fhall be prepared and 
ilTued by the faid Richard Aldworth, or his deputy ; and 
that no fuch writs of fubpcena aforefaid, fhall be admits 
ted, deemed, or taken, as good and authentick, after the 
date of Our faid letters patent, but fuch only as are writ* 
ten and attefled by him the faid Richard Aldworth, or 
his deputy; any ufe, cuflom, ilatute, or provifion, to 
the contrary notwithflanding : inferting likewile all fuch 
beneficial claufes, and non obfiantes^ as are ufual in grants 
of like nature, and may render this Our intended grace 
and favour to him the faid Richard Aldworth, in law> 

good and ei)e<flually. And for fo doing, 8cc. Given, &c. 

■ -f 



TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 



W 



Sir, Dublin Caftle, June ap, 1675. 

ITH much fatisfadion have I received yours of the 
2 2d inflant, which brings me his Majefly « confent 
to attend him forthwith ; I give you many thanks for 
your care in this bufinefs, and the continual watchfulnefs 
you have ufed, upon all opportunities, to acquaint his 
Majcfty with the truth of things. 

I have 
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I have ordered my coaches and horfes immediately to 
be put oil fhip board; the next week I fhall crofs the Teas 
myfelf, and haften what I can to London. Your letter 
came to me but an hour ago, and this being the night 
for the poft to go, and having nothing further material 
to add, I (hall conclude with the aflurance of my being 
unfeignedly 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

V 

TO MR. GODOLPHIN. 

Mr. GO0OLPHIN, Dublin Caftlc, June 29, 1675. 

'T^Ogether with yours of the 24th, I received one from 

•*• Mr. fecretary Coventry of the fame date, upon 
which, without further hefitatiett or delay, I can adven- 
ture to begin my journey ; and in order thereunto, I fhall 
forthwith fhip my coaches for Chefler, intending to be 
on board myfelf, on Thurfday, July the 8th: I fhall 
make as quick a difpatch upon the road, to be at London 
or Windfor, which of the two the court is at, as my 
coach, and the company that is with me, will permit. 
You will take care that I be not unprovided of lodgings 
cither at London or Windfor, as occafion fhall require, 
I am very forry we cannot be certain what my lord trea- 
furer's intentions are, for were I fure he would be at the 

Bath> 
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Bath, I would not fail to go Milford way, tho' fomewliat 
out of the common road, and an inconvenient journey 
from hence ; but you telling me that his lordfliip's remove 
depends upon the King's going to Windfor," and that 
both by yours, and others letters, feeming very doubtful, 
I have refolved of this nearer way by Chefter, and hope 
to reach London pofitively before my lord treafurer goes 
to the Bath, tho* he fbould intend that journey ; pray 
make my compliments to my lord treafurer upon this 
fubjeffc. 

' The laft week I told my brother Henry, that at my 
coming to town, I did not defire any ceremony, more 
than is ufual j and truly that which is cuftomary, I con- 
ceive to be the propereft, and will fliew leaft of defign 
in my coming; therefore you may dilcourfe with him 
about it, {o as no more or lefs than the ordinary practice 
may be obfcrved. I have enclofed a news letter, which 
gives notice of a parliament on the firft of September, as 
alfo of my going over about my own private bufinefs; 
as for the letter, you know how little truth is in it, and 
even the report of the former, before the confirmation by 
this letter, has fet all perfbns at work, to make parties- for 
eledions, fo as I cannot but fay, whoever was the author 
and contriver of fo precipitate a calling of a parliament 
here, and likewife giving fuch publick warning thereof^ 
could defign no other, than that his Majefty's bufinefs 
iliould fail in my hands; whenever a parliament is feri- 
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oufly refblved, there muft of ncoeffity be fix months time 
allowed for preparmg bills, &c. as I have already told 
you, and befides, the lieutenant muft privately know the 
King's mind before it be divulged, that fo he may fpeak 
with peribns of intereft, and confider with them how to 
have elections made of honeft men, and fuch as are well 
aflefbed to his Majefty's fervice : if thefe meafures will be 
obferved with good caution, I make no doubt, but I may 
another year with good effeft fee a parliament convened. 
Let Mt. Harbord know that I have his of the 2 2d, and 
tell him the time when I fet out; pray keep private to 
yourfelf the notice I give you, that Mr. fecretary Coven- 
try has fent new orders in relation to my going over, 

I am your moft affeftionate friend, 

ESSEX. 



TO MR. THINNE. 

Sir, ' Dublin CafHe, June 19, 1675. 

XT OURS of the 2 2d arrived here, together with the 
■*• notice from Mr. fecretary Coventry, and (as you 
fay) from no man clfe, that I have liberty to come over; 
I am getting out as faft as I can, and hope no counter- 
mand will be fent to require my ftay, when I fhall be on 
the place, which I hope will be fpeedily ; I queftion not 
but my journey will be very latisfadory to his Majefty, 
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and th^n I fhali have the opportunity to acknowledge 
your care and induftry in relation to all bufinefs of this 
country, and remain 

Your moft affectionate and faithful fervant, 

ESSEX. 

■4hM^+4h!hNh!hMhMhMhMh!hW 

TO THE EARL OF ANGLESEY. 

Mr Lord, Dublin Caftle, June 29, 1675. 

'^7'OURS of the 2 2d of June came to my hand this 
day, wherein you mention the concern of the lapfed 
money. Your lordfhip, who underftands the affairs of 
this kingdom perfedly, cannot but know that feveral 
queftions will arife in the equal diftribution of a tax of 
this nature ; but I do affure your lordfhip, I have never 
raifed any unneceilary difficulties, and Dr. Hall who fbl- 
licits his bufinefs in my lord of Orrery's behalf, can 
witnefs, that I have given him all the due difpatch he 
could defire, which I fhall continue to do fo long as I 
flay here, and in my abfence, I prefume my lords juflices 
may go on in the lame manner as if I were prefent. 

My journey I fhall begin this next week, {o as hoping 
to fee your lordfhip ipeedily, I need add no more, remain-> 
ing with perfect truth 

Your lordfhip*s 

mofl faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ARTHUR, EARL OF ESSEX. 393 

TO THE LORD RANELAGH. 

Mr Lord, Dublin Cattle, June 29, 1675. 

np HE court of exchequer have yefterday given judg- 
ment againft Hawkins of this town, fo as I prefume 
all the reft who are interefted in the mean profits of land, 
fet out for Englifh arrears and doubling ordnance money, 
will come in, and not ftand any further trial ; his Ma- 
jefty's letter impowers me to make compofitions and 
agreements with the parties concerned, which I fliall do 
to the beft advantage I can ; but my journey into England 
being fo near as the next week, I fear I fhall myfelf dif- 
patch little of this bufinefs, yet when I go, I (hall leave 
this afiair in fafe hands, to treat with perfons, but not to 
conclude without my fpecial diredions. 

I am your lordfhip's 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX, 

i n 1 I i M H { { H M i i { { I I - ! M ! M M I H\ ' \ { I ! ■ 
TO THE LORD AUNGIER. 

My Lord, DuWin Cattle, June 29, 1675, 

T HAVE received yours of the 2 2d, and give your 
•*■ lordfliip thanks for the intelligences you therein fend 
me.; I am juft preparing for my journey, which I will 
haften with all the fpeed I can, and therefore having no- 
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thing to add, but to defire the continuance of your kind- 
nefs to 

Your lordfliip*s moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE EARL OF ARLINGTON. 

My Lord, London, July 24, 1675. 

/^N Wednefday laft, I had the fatisfadion of a letter 
^-^ from your lordfhip ; I am forry it was my misfor- 
tune to arrive after you left the court, and I fear I fliall 
not ftay long enough to fee your lordihip, at your return ;, 
but wherever I am, your lordfliip may affure yourfelf of 
all real and faithful fervices, which to the utmoft of my 
power can be performed to youj and I fhall never forget 
the obligations which your lordfliip has been pleafed to 
place upon me. 

The money in queftion between yoijr lordfhip and my 
lord Ranelagh muft be determined before I go back ; it 
may perhaps be a queftion, whether the King will have 
the benefit of this 1250I. or permit your lordfhip to re- 
ceive it, and for this your lordfhip has his Majefty's let- 
ter; but 1 do not, if I rightly apprehend the cafe, fee 
how my lord Ranelagh can avoid the payment of it : 
having nothing further to add, I defired your lordfhipi 
will continue the belief and efteem of me, as being 
Your lordfhip*^s mofl faithful 

and moft humble fervant, 

^ • ESSE XV. 
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TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

Mt Lords, London, July 27, 1675. 

T H AVE received your lordfhips of the 14th, inftant, 
together with the papers enclofed, concerning Mr. 
Nugent ; the matter, as I conceive, requires no great 
hafte, and as yetJ have not had leifure to perufe and con- 
ilder it, but fo foon as I ihall get time, I fhall examine 
his preteniions, and then your Ibrdihips fhall hear further 
from me. 

When the privy council here, fat laft, fome rules were 
agreed for the giving of pafles to fliips, and becaufe it 
was conceived ufeful to purfue the fame method in grant- 
ing pafles for {hips in Ireland, a copy was ordered to be 
fent me, the tranfcript whereof is here enclofed, that in 
cafe any fue for fuch pafles, your lordfhips may be in- 
ftruded in what form to grant them. As I was writing 
this letter, another from your lordfliips of the 17th ar- 
rived, wherein you acquaint me with the late proceedings 
in the city of Dublin. I am very glad that Sir John 
Tottie and Mr. Philpot are dilpatched, it being a hope- 
ful fign that the city will at length return to their right 
fenfes again ; as for the mayor, I did indeed recommend 
Mr. Jarvis as a man of fome fpirit and refolution, and 
therefore fit to fupply the place at this time ; but if alder- 
man Smith, who truly I did not nominate, in regard 
he lives frequently out of town, will take it, he is a man 
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without exception, and I fliould be glad he had it before 
any other ; but either of them, I conceive, may do very 
well. 

I am your lordfhips moft faithful humble fervant^ 

ESSEX. 

-H-^^ H-i { ! '.MM {-H-4- I - !-! - ! ■■ i l i '. \ {■{■■ { ■■ i -H- M Mi- 
TO SIR ARTHUR FORBESE. 

Sir, -London, July 27, 1675. 

OINCE my arrival here, I find all things very fair 
^ and clear towards me, and that which pleafes me beft 
is, that I perceive an inclination to give me a ipeedy dil^ 
patch, and I hope it will be found my journey will' be of 
advantage to his Majefty*s fervice.« I have Co little time 
at my firft coming to town, as I can fay no more, but. 
conclude with teUingyou, I am ever with fihcerity 
Your moft faithful and aifedionate fervant, 

ESSEX., 

TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR; 

My Lord, London, July. 2 7, 1675. 

T HAVE fo little time to myfelf now, upon entering ; 
"^ into affairs here, as I have much ado to get leifure to 
write any letters ; however, that your grace may know 
how things ftand in relation to myfelf, I can give you this . 

brief: 
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Brief account : my reception here hath been as kind as is 
poilible, and that which is moft obliging of all, is the 
readinels that I meet with among all his Majefly's mini- 
fters, to give me a ipeedy difpatch ; we have made fome 
entries at the privy council, upon the affairs which occa- 
jfioned my journey, and by what I can difcern, it will 
not be long ere I fhall conclude all, and return. Jufl: 
now there is news arrived for certain, that Marflial 
Turenne, as he was going^ with a fmall party, to view 
fbme ground, was killed with a cannon fliot ; his death 
as is believed, will undoubtedly be of great confequence 
to affairs abroad. 

I. am your grace's, moft faithful humble fervant, . 

E S SEX. 



TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lords, London, July 3 i, 1675. 

I HAVE acquainted tHe King with the feveral infor- 
mations you fent me, concerning the late taking away 
of a Dutch fhip out of the port of Dublin ; his Majefty 
feems very fenfiblc of the injury, but the examinations 
not naming the fhip, nor the captain which committed 
the fad,, I do a little doubt how reparation can be de- 
manded; Tiiis affair will be. confidered here, and fome 
order taken therein* 

Lam your lordfhips moft faithful humble fervant,. 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lords, ' Bath, Auguft ar, 1^75. 

T HAVE received two of your, letters of the loth of 
Auguft : in one of them was enclofed a petition of 
Jacob Jedtfes, concerning the fliip which was lately taken 
by the French privateer ; fo foon as I wait upon the Kingi 
which will be the next, week, I fhall acquaint him with 
the matter. The other enclofed a ftate of the condition of 
Sir Hugh Middleton's company : as for fuch monies which 
he hath taken upon impreft, the company muft be reim- 
biirfed it again, by the commiilioners of the treafury, 
there being, an order long ago fent them, not to impreft 
any money, other than the officers pay, unlefs warrant- 
ed by myfelf ; and if they do venture to impreft to the 
officers, it muft be at their own peril ; and if any private 
perfons furnifli money or impreft, they muft even take 
their fortune in it, for the company is not to anfwer an 
impreft charged by the captain. When I am at London, 
I will hear what Sir Hugh Middleton can fay to the com- 
plaint ; I fhall then alfo return your lordfhips my refolu- 
tion to the queries concerning the precedence of officers, 
^nd remain 

Your lordfhips'' 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR, 

My LoBi>, London, September 11, 167$. 

T HAVE fat fo long at the treafury chamber, concern^ 
ing the future ordering of his Majefty's revenue in 
Ireland, as I have fcarce time to write to your grace be- 
fore the poft goes, and what I fay, can only be very fliort. 
His Majefty has agreed for putting the revenue in Mr. 
Pitts, Sir John Baber, and Sir William Petty *s hands, &c. 
for nine years ; they are to be in the nature of managersj 
or commiflioners of his Majef[y*s revenue, but are to en- 
ter into 'good fecurity for the payment of 240,000 1. per 
annum'. 

I have acquainted his Majefty with the French captain, 
which you have fecured : it was impoflible to return what 
his pleafure is upon this fubjeft to day, his Majefty being 
fo full of bufinefs ; but by the next poft I fhall tranfmic 
it to your grace. 

I muft a little confider and take fome advice about the 
patent concerning Athlone, which your grace acquainted 
me with in your particular letter ; fo fbon as I have done 
it, your grace fhall hear again from me y in the mean 
time I defire you would communicate this letter to Sir 
Arthur Forbefe, and let him know what hafl£ I am in 
at prefcnt.. I remain 
Your grace's 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

E o S-E ix* ' 
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TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lords, London, September 14, 1675. 

T HAVE received your lordfliips of the 4th, and fliall 
■■- willingly confent to the exchange of the two lieuten- 
ants therein mentioned, Sir Richard Aldworth and cap- 
tain Congreve ; but I hope I am fo near my journey, as 
there fliall not need to be any blank commiflions fent for 
them. His Majefty approving well of your lordfliips 
feizing the French privateer, who lately gave fo much 
difturbance to the trade of Dublin, hath refolved to pro- 
ceed againfl: the captain according to the ordinary courfe 
of law ; and that your lordfliips may know what fliall be 
done in this affair, I have herewith enclofed Mr. fecre- 
tary Coventry's letter, fignifying his Majefty 's pleafure, 
which I defire you will purfue fo foon as Sir Lyonel Jen- 
kins hatli given his opinion, in what manner the captain 
and fliip are to be brought to trial : your lordfliips. fliall 
have notice what is further to be done. 

J am your lordfliips moft feithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lords, London, September 18, 1765. 

00 ME little time before I left Dublin, I fent an order, 
^ by confent of the commiflioners of the treafury, to 
th^ farmers at Cork-houfe, requiring them to keep in 

their 



Digitized by 



Google 



ARTHUR, EARL OF ESSEX. 401 

their hands two thouland five hundred pounds, due by 
patent, to the duke of Ormond, out of the quit-rents, 
till they fhould receive feme further diredion from me : 
this matter having been in debate here, my lord Rane- 
lagh has confented, that it fhall be paid unto my lord 
duke of Ormond ; there is this circumftance in the cafe 
fit to acquaint your lordfliips with, that regularly the 
money ought to have been paid out of the rents due at 
Lady day laft, but for the convenience of the undertak- 
ing I transferred it to the quarter due at Midfummer ; 
therefore your lordfhips may be pleafed to dire<5t your or- 
der accordingly, that his grace may receive the benefit of 
hi» patent. 

I am your lordfliip's moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO SIR ARTHUR FORBESE. 

Sir, London, September 25, 1675, 

nr^HERE hath happened a thing of fome importance 
■ -*■ here, which in regard it relates to Ireland, and 
fome perfons may officioufly write over, and perhaps in 
fuch terms as may be to the difadvantage of a great per- 
fon here, who hath appeared much my friend, and done 
me feveral good offices ; I conceive it may not be amifs, 
that yourfelf, for whom I have a moft particular efteem, 
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do know the truth, that (o you may do right to the 
pcrfon concerned, in cafe any thing be ftirred to his pre- 
judice. 

On Thurfday Mr. Pitts, comptroller to the duke, be- 
ing called to the committee appointed by his Majefty, to 
conlider of the propolals for the new farm, he behaved 
himlelf in fo unhandfbme a matter, as I have never feen 
the like, fpeaking in moft rude and indecent terms to 
Mr. fecretary Coventry and my lord treafurer, and to the 
latter with moft unworthy refledions ; on Friday he was 
called again, the King himfelf being prefent, where he 
behaved himfelf ftill worfe than before ; and being prefled 
to explain what he meant by the word directed to my lord 
treafurer, he faid, that which he had to offer, was upon 
the colledions he had made by that which he had heard 
from others ; and being further urged to Ipeak out, an<t 
tell the fubftance of what he had to objed, after many 
fhiftings, he faid, that my lord treafurer had an under- 
ftanding with fome of thofe who treated for the farm. 
My lord treafurer behaved himfelf very worthily on the. 
occafion, and the other rather like a mad man, than one 
who underftood what he attempted.. His Majefty hath; 
appointed to-morrow in the afternoon to hear the buli- 
nefs ; I am confident fome bye-ends have provoked Mr- 
Pitts to do what he hatii done^ and it is fit he fhould. 
Imart feverely for it, if he fail (which I have good* 
grounds to believe he will do) in.his proof :. it is late, and 
4i. there- 
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therefore I give you this imperfedl account, to avoid mif- 
ioformation. 

I am your moft affedionate 

and moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lords, London, Sept. 28, 16/5. 

T DO herewith fend your lordfliips a copy of my orders 
concerning the removal of the forces out of the North, 
which you may pleafe to put in execution, and place 
them in fuch quarters as you judge moft convenient. 
Here is alfb a petition of Mr. Dempfcy, which hath been 
fhewn his Majefty, who being informed that the gover- 
nors on the place have always power to pardon, his Ma- 
jefty did not think fit to interpofe by letter : wherefore 
you may pleafe to enquire how the matter goes upon the 
trial, in cafe it happens to be before my arrival j and if it 
appears as it is ft^ted in the petition, he may feem a pro- 
per objed of mercy. 

I have received your lordQiips of the 21ft inftant, and 
do well approve of that care you have taken for the pay 
due to the northern forces. As to the lieutenant and 
boatfwain of the French fhip, I do conceive his Majefty *« 
intention was not to detain either of them, but only the 
commander himfelf, they being to obey his orders : how- 

F f f 2 ever, 
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ever, not having time to know his Majefty*s pleafore, I 
mxift refpite the faying any thing therein positively 'till 
the next poft. The farm was on Sunday laft quite con- 
cluded with Sir William Petty, Sir James Shean, &c. 
Mr. Pitts aiid Sir John Baber are gone out, and Mr. Hill 
and one Mr. Rider, reputed a wealthy man, are come 
into their places. This being done, and my inftrudions 
already figned, and feveral otho- things difpatched, I 
hope to begin my journey very fuddenly, and do there- 
fore defire your lordfhips will be pleafed to order the 
yatch and dogger boats to attend me at Holyhead on tli& 
17 th of October. 

I am your lordfliips moft faithful humble fervant,, 

EaSEX.. 

TO THE LORI> CHANCELLOR. 

MyLori>,. London, Oft. 2» 1=^75^ 

T HAVE received your grace's of the 21ft of Septem^ 
"■- ber,, and do fully agree with you in your opinion con- 
cerning the farm: for it is almoft impoillble for his. Ma-* 
jefty's council at law here to know and underftand all 
the little intrigues relating to his revenue of that king- 
dom of Ireland; and I am confident, that as my being 
on the place hath been of fome advantage to his Majefty 
in the fetting of the farm, the afliftance of Sir John. 

Temple^, 
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Tempk, his Majefty's roUicitor for that kingdom, will 
be of great ufe to the attorney-general here in drawing 
the covenants ; and the attorney himfelf, who is as worthy 
and knowing a perfon as I have ever met with, is fuffici- 
cntly fenfible theieof, I am very defirous this bufinefs 
fhould be perfefted before I ftir ; and, indeed, I hope ic 
will be fb, and that I fhall be able to begin my journey 
about Tuefday or Wednefday come fe*nnight, at leaft 
within a day or two of that time. Sir Lionel Jenkins 
hath given his opinion to his Majefty concerning the 
French captain. Chelin,. and by the next I (hall fend your 
grace and Sir Arthur Forbefe a copy thereof, together 
with his Majefty's order concerning the trial of him, as 
alfo a diredlion what fhall be done with the lieutenant 
and boatfwain, who are yet detained prifoners. Having 
nothing further to add*, I remain 

Your grace's moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO SIR ARTHUR FORBESK 

Sir, London, 06t. 2, 1675. 

T HAVE received yours of the 2ifl of September, to- 

gether with the letter of intelligence out of Scotland, 

©f which his Majefty has been made acquainted. Several 

e£ the. like accounts have come from thence hither, and 

1 found: 
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I found my lord duke of Lauderdale knew of that lord's 
being in Ireland, which you name in your letter. Hay- 
ing made it known to his Majefty, I have no further to 
do with the affairs of that country ; but I perceive that 
they are pretty confident here, that tho* many are dif- 
contented in Scotland, yet matters will end well. 

I have written by this pacquet to my lord chancellor, 
and have faid fbmething concerning the French captain, 
which, prefuming his will tell you, 1 ihall add no morei 
remaining with perfed truth 

Your moft afiedionate and £uthful fervant^ 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lords, London, 0£t. 26, 1675. 

T HAVE received your lordfliips of the 20th inftant, 
and am very glad to hear that you have found an ex- 
pedient to anfwer the pay to the northern forces, that 
they may be enabled to remove into other quarters. 

As foon as the bargain was made for new farming the 
revenue of Ireland, I did move his Majefty, that the 
whole advance-money, being 60000 1. might be referved 
untouched, to fupply fuch defeds as would appear at 
Chriftmas next, on the winding up of my lord Ranelagh's 
wndertaking ; it being eafy to forefee, that confidering 
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the defalcations which have been allowed to the farmers, 
and the monies overpaid by my lord Ranelagh, a large 
proportion of the growing pay on the civil and mifitary 
Kfts, would then remain unlatisfied : his Majefty having, 
promifed that this fum fhall be kept intire for thofe ufes, 
I defire you will ftruggle it out as well as you can, in the 
mean time, and I do hope this money will enable us to 
clear things reafonably well, and Hipport the government 
for the future, till the new rents payable do come in. 

I have herewith enclofed the report of Sir Lionel Jen'- 
kins, together with the order of the council, in relation; 
to Chelin. Your lordfhips may pleafe to make him fen- 
fible of the condition he is- in, and that it is purely his 
MajelfyV mercy he is not proceeded againft for his life :• 
that therefore he muft fpeedily take care to give fatisfac- 
tion for the loffes thefe merchants have fliftained, or 
otherwife procefe will go on againft . them. The order 
of council giving fo- full diredions in the point, I need 
add nothing more. Here is alfo enclofed a letter in be- 
half of Dr. Taafe,' for pafling a patent on a certificate,, 
which grant your lordfliips may be pleafed to perfeA. 
As for your rooms in the cuftom-houfe,. mentioned in' 
your letter to be pafled to the ufe of the lord Ranelagh 
and future vice-treafurers, here is a perfon who claims 
them by patent, as belonging to the craner's office r yet 
I fhall not ftop them on that fcore ; but the reafon why 
I defire your lordfhips will fufpend it for fome little time,. 

i8>> 
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is, left the new farmers might, by their agreements, have 
fome little right to it; and I fhould be loth, upon fb 
flight a particular, to embrace fo great a bargain. With- 
in a day or two fome of them may be fpoken with ; and 
if they have no pretenfions to thefe rooms, I fhall by the 
next leave your lordfhips at liberty to grant them con- 
formable to his Majefty's letters. 

Here is one Mr, Gill, who hath petitioned me to be 
excufed from being fherifFof the county of Down. Some 
friends of his having importuned me in the thing, I de- 
fire your lordfhips will be pleafed not to prick him this 
year. I remain 

Your lordfliip*s moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lords, London, 06t. 31, 1675. 

T H A VE received yours of the 26th of Odober, which 
"*■ arrived not till Wednefday, fo as the poft was gone 
ere I had it. I prefume, before this, orders concerning 
the privateer, which I fent ten days or a fortnight fince, 
will be come to you. The new farmers, not having as 
yet paffed their patent, I cannot certainly prefix the time 
when I (hall be going, it being requifite that I fee the 
matter fettled before I ftir. One of my fervants, Thomas 

Skelton, 
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Skekon, is lately dead ; having a fmall employment, 
either cuftomer or colledior of the port of Galway, I de- 
fire your lordfhips will be pleafed to grant it to Robert 
Jones, a very honeft man, and one who hath ferved me 
ever fince my coming into Ireland, and upon that account 
I recommend him to your lordfhips. I am glad to hear 
the city of Dublin continues fo quiet. Sir John Totty 
is in town, and complaining perpetually of his hard ufage, 
but I do not find he is likely to meet with any counten- 
ance in this place; fo as I hope we fliall hereafter have 
no more trouble from thofe feditious people. Your lord- 
fhips acquainted me with a letter you had received for 
the granting fome rooms to the vice-treafurer : you may 
pleafe to pafs the patent (o foon as you fliall think fit. 

I am your lordfliips moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lords, London, Nov. 6, KJ75. 

"VTOUR lordfliips will herewith receive a letter figned 
by his Majefty for the pafllng a new grant of his 
land to the lord Fitzharding, and for the remittal of his 
quit- rents. The matter hath been fully confidered by 
his Majefty here, and he is refolvcd the patent fliall pafs ; 
wherefore your lordfliips may be pleafed to'perfed the 

G g g grant 
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grant (o foon as application fliall be made to you in my 
lord Fitzharding*s behalf. 

I am your lordiliips 

moft faithful humble fenfant, 

ESSEX. 

The like letter was fent to the lords juftices in behalf 
of the lord Clare and lord Dillon. 

TO SIJR ARTHUR FORBESE. 

Sir, London, Nov. i, 1675. 

T HAVE received yours of the 27th laft paft, wherein. 
•^ you mention a captain to be lately dead. His Majefty 
has promifed fo many, and recommended divers of them 
fo effedually to me for employments of this fort, that 
being on the place^ I intend, before I dilpofe of this 
command, to acquaint his Majefty therewith. 

The other day my lord Ranelagh alledging, that he 
had already paid the ten months arrear to the army, had 
there been any order for the fo doing, and by the next, 
poft appointed Mr. Beecher to remind yourfelf and my 
lord- chancellor to iflue fuch warrants as are neceilary in 
this bufinefs, I defire you would communicate this matter 
to my lord chancellor, that no delay may prejudice the: 
army therein. The poft being juft going, I can. lay no^ 
more, but that I am, with perfeft truth 

Your moft faithful humble fervant,. 

£ S S.E Xil. 
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TO SIR JOSEPH WILLIAMSON. 

Sir, London, Nov. 12, 1675. 

T HAVE perufed the draft of a letter for the granting 
-*• of feveral quit-rents to Sir William Talbot, and fhall 
only obferve this to you, that the loool. per annum, which 
his Majefty has referved to himfelf to difcharge as of 
grace, is already difpofed of. I muft alfo tell you, that 
the quit-rents by this letter intended to be paft, are iflli- 
able out of proteftants eftates, which I have ever thought 
inconvenient to be granted to perfons of the Romiih per- 
fuafion. This having acquainted you with, I (hall hum- 
bly fubmit to any further declaration of his Majefty 's 
pleafure, who am 

Your moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lords," London, Nov. i 2, 1675. 

"VTOUR lordftiips will herewith receive a lift of fuch 
•^ perfons as have letters for the remittal of their quit- 
rents out of the 1000 1. per annum, which his Majefty 
hath referved power to himfelf to difcharge, as of grace; 
their feveral pretenfions having been fully conlidered by 
his Majefty here, I have already recommended the pailing 
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of Tome of their patents; and for the reft, I defire your 
lordfhips will be pleafed to difpatch them as they fhall 
come in courfc. 

I am your lordfLips moft faithful humble: fervant, 

ESSEX. 
Perfbns who have pretenfions to be difcharged of quit- 
rents out of the I cool, per annum. 

Mr. Fleming - - - £' S^ 

Lord Fitzharding - - 346 

Sir Philip Percival - - - go 

Lord Dillon - - - ^.r r 

Lord Clare - - - - - 354. 

1291 



Mr. Legg hath a particular promife 92 14 

TO THE LORD CHANCELLOR. 

My Lord, London, Nov. 16, 1675. 

T HAVE received your lordfliip's of the 6th inftant>. 
•** together with two others of the 30th of 0<St©ber and 
2d of November, which I ordered Mr. Beecher to ac- 
knowledge. As for the difference betweea Sir William 
Davis and Mr. ferjeant Ofborn, I am not willing to con- 
cern myfelf in it ; but methinks it might better be de- 
termined on the place, either by the King at arms, or 
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the judges, to whom it more properly belongs. The new 
farmers here are going on with their grants ; and I hope 
in one week more that bufinefs will be perfeded ; which 
done, I fuppofe my ftay will be but few days longer. 
Having nothing further to add, I remain with all truth 

Your lordfhip's moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

■ 1 U I I ! i M M { ! i I ifi H H-H-^-i-i-IH-H-hH-l-H-H-f 
TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lords, Lohdon, Nov. i6, 1765. 

"VT^OUR lordfhips will herewith receive a petition of 
Sir Hugh Middleton, for the taking off a flop 
which is now upon his pay. I defire your lordfliips will 
be pleafed to confider his cafe ; and tho* I am confident 
he hath been much to blame in the management of this 
affair of his company, yet you may be pleafed to fhew 
him fome favour in allowing him fome of his pay, he 
lying now in a very weak condition, and having, as I 
believe, no other fupport but his command, for the main- 
tenance of himfelf and his family. 

I am informed, that leveral of the foot com^nies in 
Ireland are in great neceffity of clothing ; and that the, 
commiffioners of the treafury, when they give out their 
affignmcnts for the pay of the army, and make their de- 
ductions for their cloaths, yet, at the fame time> they do 
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not anfwer the money fo deduced, tho* they charge it 
as paid to the foldiers. Your lordfhips may pleafe to 
take this matter into confideration, and to order that the 
monies for cloathing the army be paid to the under- 
takers, by fuch equal proportions, as it becomes due, and 
as the commiflioners of the treafury difcount it for the 
fame. His Majefty formerly figned a letter for the grant- 
ing Sir Henry Howard all the forfeited lands, goods, &c. 
of one — ■ — Wibrance a merchant in Dublin. I de- 
fire your lord/hips would give fuch diredions therein as 
you find convenient. I hope now to be difpatched with- 
in a fortnight, and by the next I may tell your lordfhips 
the day I defign to begin my journey. 

I am your lordfiiips moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

4H-f I I I H I i i { { ! { 1 I -1 ! ! i i i 1 i ! I { { { 1 1- 1 { { M 1 
TO SIR ARTHUR FORBESE. 

Sir, ' London, Nov. 1 6, 1675. 

T A,M very forry to hear your indifpofition hath forced 
you to go into the country for air, but I hope this 
will find you returned in good health again. Your let- 
ter, to pafs your patent for a vifcount, I have herewith 
encloled. I had fent it fooner, but that every day hoped 
to be difpatched, fo as I might have come over and pa fled 
it myCcK, I forefee my keeping it fo long by me hath 
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hindered you of one place; for my lord Aungier, as I 
am told, is paffing a patent here to be a vifcount ; and left 
it fhould be more to yoyr prejudice, if I fhould detain 
it, I have now haftened it to you. 

I am your moft feithful humble fervant, 

' ESSEX. 



TO THE EARL OF CARLINGFORD. 

My Lord, London, Nov. 23, 1675. 

'VT'OUR lordfhip's letters of the 6th and 20th of No- 
vember, I am to acknowledge. As for my lord 
Ranelagh's pretenfions to the arrears of quit-rents on Mr, 
White's land, ever fince they were decreed, the lawyers 
where you are can beft inform you, upon the perufal of 
my lord Ranelagh's contra<ft; but, for my own part, I 
am apt to think he hath fome title to them^ 

I fhall not fail in giving my utmoft afliftance to his 
Majefty for the confidering your lordfhip's condition ;, 
and if my advices may prevail, you fhall not be forgotten ' 
on the new eftablifliment. It is not ftrange that it fliould 
be written into Ireland that I fhould not return, it being 
the talk of this town for many days ; but, I am- certain,, 
without the leaft ground in the world, his Majefty having 
commanded me yefterday to prepare fpeedily for my 
journey. For the little complaints which may be made 
4i againftv 
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againft me, I do not hear any of them ftirring j nor, I 
am fure, can they find any thing material to objed. 
Upon the whole, I am nbt. at all uneafy at the little 
ftories and reports that fly abroad ; and fhall always en- 
deavour to preferve the repute of an honeft man ; and, 
upon that fcore, I doubt not to continue in your lord- 
fhip's efteem, which is much valued by 

Your lordfliip's moft feithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX, 



TO MR. SOLLICITOR. 

Sir, London, Nov. 23, 1675, 

T HAVE received yours of the i6th of November, and 
give you thanks for the care you have taken to poffcfs 
my wife with the falfliood of thofe reports that are fent 
over, which feem fo much to trouble her : indeed, I do 
Relieve, that the difquiet which fhe took was the occasion 
pf her coming before her time. As to my return, I am 
very certain I fhall, tho' ibme here have endeavoured 
what they could to prevent it, I would be glad the 
form were fettled : we think it now pretty near ; and, I 
am fure, the farmers have at leaft 50000 1. ready of their 
advance- money. After the warrant is figned, they are 
to pay down 20000 1. which done, I fhall immediately 
prepare to come away. I have fo much bufinels, that I 
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cannot write more at large to you, however, you may 
be affured, that I am with perfe<a truth 

Your moft afFedionate humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

M y L o R D s« London, Nov. -a 3< 1 675. 

T TERE is little now to give you an account of, fave 
•*• -*■ only, that the farm feems to be very near agreed. 
As foon as the warrant is figned, 1 (hall immediately 
prepare to return. In your lordfhips letter of the 1 3th, 
you mention Mr. Philpot, who ftill continues under re- 
ftraint. The crime for which he was committed, being 
the publilhing (bme feditious books, I conceive he has 
fuflered enough for an ofFence of that nature, and, upon 
application, your lordOiips may pleale to dirmifs him. 
Your lordfhips will herewith receive" a letter in favour of 
col. Legg, which you may plea{e to pafs, when his agent 
liiall ibllicit it. 

I am your lordQiips 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE LORDS JUSTICES^ 

Mv Lords, London, Dec 4, 1675^ 

I CAN now tell you,, that the farm is concluded, the 
warrant for pafling the patent being figned. The far- 
mers were to pay 2.000O 1. down this day, and are to 
pay T.0000I. more on the 26th of December,, and the 
30000 1. being the remainder of the advance-money, up- 
on fealing their patent, which is to be perfeAed by the: 
20th of January next. In the mean time Chrifhna& 
drawing fo near, at which time the prefent farm expiring^ 
and confequently no officers in power to collet the re- 
venue, a commifEon is ordered to be expedited forthwith,, 
for putting the revenue into management, wherein there 
are five commiflioners. named, on- his Majefty's behalf,, 
and fix on the farmers. Thoie on the King's, I pro^ 
pofed to be Sir Charles Meredith, and Sir James Cuf^ 
who are likewife to continue during the whole time of 
the farm, to fupervife,^ and know all things n&ed by 
the farmers, as monies received, &c. The other on his 
Majefty*8 part, are Capt. Stone, Dr. Ward,, and Mr.. 
Thomas Taylor :. they are not as yet approved, by his Ma- 
jefty^ but I prefume they will be allowed, and the com- 
miflion completed on Monday next : however, it is ne- 
ceilary that fome perfons be impowered immediately from 
Chriftmas next to colled the King's revenue, and there- 
fore it is expedient a proclamation be iiTued, authorizing 
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all the colkdors of the prefent farm to proceed as his 
Majcfty's officers from Chriftmas next, to gather in the 
revenue. I dclire your lordfliips to dircd: his Majefty*s 
council to prepare a proclamation accordingly, ordering 
thefe prefent colledors, as his Majefty's officers, to go on 
with their receipts from and after Chriftmas, and to be 
entertained with the fame falaries, and on the fame 
terms, and to account in the fame manner as they have 
done, and now do, for the prefent farmers. Upon 
Tuefday next your lordfliips fhall receive advice from me 
to iffiie the (aid .proclamation. There is a letter of my 
lord Ranelagh for granting the inheritance of Athlone 
to him : it refts in Mr. Roger Joneses hands. I look up* 
on that place to be of luch confequence, as I was unwill- 
ing to pais the inheritance barely upon the King^s letter, 
left ibme queftion might hereafter arife ; and therefore 
deftred it might be debated in council here, which it 
was yefterday, and the King then ordered it fhould be 
done ; fb that jqva lordftiips may pleafe to pais it when 
you think fit. I herewith fend you a petition of one 
Mr. Mandeville; your lordftups may perufe, and give 
fuch orders in it as you think convenient. Sir Philip 
Percival's letter for the remittal of his quit-rents, fent 
(bme time iince, your lord(hips may alfo pleaie to pais, 
his Majefty having given particular orders therein. 

There is likewiie a patent for one Purden, whofe 
builne^ Mr. Sollicitor underftands thoroughly j and, I 
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believe, there is no hazard in giving him a new grant r 
if your lordfhips, upon conflderation, are of the fame 
mind, you may pleafe to do it. Sir Robert Hamilton is 
very fblicttx)us for too L more out of the Concordatuw^ 
as fecretary to the commifGoners of accounts and council 
of trade. I know not well' how thefe monies may be 
charged, but T recommend it to your lordfhips to do>. 
therein, as your (lock will hold out. 

Lam your lordfliips moft faithful humble fervanr, 

ESSEX;. 

TO THE LORD GRANARD. 

M'yLorD). London, Dec.. 4, 1675;, 

'VT'OUR laft letter brings me very melancholy^ nevus^ 
concerning the pay of the armyj by Fcafon of the. 
flop which the fanners take the liberty ta make upon 
their rents and cuftoms. We aj'e now immediately pay»- 
ing in 20000 J. to- the Foarths here, upon their engage- 
ments forthwith to f6nd orders to their commiffioners in 
Ireland to pay 30000 1. there; fo as I hope this defed 
will be prefently remedied t and indeed- it is more than 
time it fhould; The perpetual trouble of folliciting 
bufinefs gives, me fo little time, that I. cannot write fo at 
large to you as I would : however, I.delire your lordfhip 
to efteem me, with perfeft truth, 

Youc lordfhip^s mofi faithful humble fervant;. 

ESSEX. 
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TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

Mr Lords,. London, Dee. 7, 167$. 

T HAVE received your lordfliips of the 30th of bio- 
vember. The ftop of monies by the farmers can- 
not but put you to many ftreights in Ireland. I hope 
that matter is come to fo good a conclufion now, between 
the lord Ranelagh and principal farmers here, as your 
lord (hips will find no farther trouble* therein : a copy of 
the agreement fs herewith enclofed, fb as now the pay of 
the army will reft wholly upon the undertakers. By the 
Ikft I gave your lordfhips notice of the neceflity of a pro* 
cliamation to be fpeedily iflued, declaring the farmers re- 
ceivers to be the King-'s officers^j this ftiouldbe fpeeded 
as fbon as may be. I have herewith fent. you a draft of 
one ro that effed. I defire your lordfliips wilMet it be 
perufed by his Majefty's learned council, that fuch addic- 
tions and alterations as are found necefiary, may be in- 
ferted, and the proclamation immediately publiflied, that 
no time may be lofl therein.. 

Tam now well ialTured that I fliall begin my journey ^on 
Monday next, being the. 1 3th inftant, , and hope to reach ^ 
Holyhead by the one or two and twentieth : wherefore I* 
defire your lordfliips: would be pieafed to order the yatchi 
to. meet mc there. . 

Lam yout lordfliips moft faithfiir humble fervant,, 

ESSE^C: 
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TO THE LORD GRANARD. 

My Lord, ^ London, Dec. 7, tSyg. 

T HAVE received your lordQiip*s of the 29th of No- 
^ vcmber, the moft part of it difcourfing of the calling 
of a parliament in Ireland. I am clearly of opinion, it 
would be much for his Majefty's fervice ; and I am con- 
fident, if right means were taken, they would readily be 
brought to grant bis Majefty fo confiderable a fupply, as 
would fet all things in very good order in that kingdom. 
But the neceffary preparations to it cannot be efFeded j 
and matters are in fuch pofture here, as make me defpair 
of any good to be done by a parliament in Ireland. And 
therefore I conceive, till a happier conjundure, it is rather 
better to let it alone than to call one, and be baffled in it. 
I now hope to be with your lordfhip fo foon, that I fhall 
not difpofe of the lieutenant's place till I arrive, who am 

Vour lordfl)ip*8 moft ^thful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

My Lords, Whitehall, Dec. 14, 1675. 

' I ^HE commiflion for managing his Majefty's revenue, 
with the warrant thereunto annexed, containing 
the heads of the agreement with the intended farmers 

thereof. 
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thei^tof, who have already advanced 20000 1. upon the 
fame, is this day diipatched from hence, and Tent by 
Mr. Edward Wigg and Mr. Thomas Waller, who are 
two of the commiflioners therein named. I defire your 
lord/hips to haften the taking the ufual oaths, and fecu- 
rity of fuch of the commiflioners as fhall be on the place,, 
in fuch manner as was done by the commiflioners for the 
late farmers, and to give what other afliflance and dii^ 
patch your lordfhips (hall think fit, for the effedual carry- 
ing on of the intentions thereof; forafmuch as the de- 
faults and the mifcarriages which may happen concern- 
ing the fame, may tend to his Majefly*s difadvantage, as 
well as to the lofs of the intended farmers^ 
I am your loirdfliips 

moft faithful humble fervant,^ 

, ESSEX. 

Sir Charles Mtoedith and Sir James CufF are not to en- 
ter into the fccurity, as your lordfhips- will find by the : 
eommiflioni 

TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

M T Lords,. London, Dec. 1 8,- 1 675. . 

"VTOUR lordfhips of the 4th inflant is received. I- 
had begun my journey this week, but. that I could; 
not get the eflablifhment completed, Jome little queftions 
6 arifing- 



Digitized by 



Google 



•424 LETTERSOF 

arifing thereupon. I hope, in a day or two more, to 
^get it pepfeded ; but Chriftmas drawing fo near, I ftiall 
•ilay the holidays here, and after they are over, fct forth, 
ib as to be at the fea-fide before the full moon in January. 
I have enclofed copies of thd two petitions of Sir John 
Tottie, together with the order of council thereupon. 
Thefe being read in council, I made a brief narr^ive to 
his Majefty of our proceedings in the matter of the city 
of Dublin. I alfo acquainted his Majefty that Sir John 
Tottie and Mr. Phiipot had endeavoured to engage iheriff 
Sands, when iheriiF, to head 1 9 corporations, and that 
Sands had delivered this upon oath before the privy coun- 
cil of Ireland j upon which a warrant being iflucd to 
apprehend Sir John Tottie, he fled into E.ig^a d. My 
difcourfe being ended. Sir John Tottie was heard what 
he could fay, and did not find one privy counfel fpeak 
the leaft word in his behalf, but were all unanimous in 
their confents to the order. I hope thofe tr6uble{(>rae 
people will now be quiet^ and the city, for the future, 
continue in perfed: repofe. 

Sir Hugh Middleton died fo very poor, that my fteward 
was fain to furnifti money for his burial, which I defire 
your lordfliips will dired to be fatisfied out of Sir Hugh 
Middlcton's pay. 

I am your lordfhips 

moft faithful humble fervant, 

I £ S £ X* 
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TO SIR WILLIAM TEMPLE. 

SfR, London, Dec. 21, 1675. 

T HAVE been kept much longer than I believed I 
fhould have been. That I have not troubled you fo 
often with my letters is, becaufe I have nothing to write 
which is pleafing to me. The perfbn whom you engaged 
to my*^ friendfhip, hath not proved fo faft to me as I 
might have expeded ; and, indeed, your abfence hath 
been of great difadvantage to me therein, there being 
always two of my ill-willers, whom you know well, and 
therefore I need not name theha, who influence him in 
all things relating to myfelf, and the government under 
my charge, which caufeth great ruggednefs in all that I 
have to do. The principal matter here depending now 
is the new letting the farm, for which his Majefty in per- 
fbn made a bargain, much againft the liking of thefe 
men, and it hath fince received feveral obftrudions ; but 
I, thinking it. my duty to iupport it, as far as an honeft 
man ought, there being an agreement, under his Majefty 's 
jQgnature, have been adive to bring it to a conclulion, 
only adding Ibme covenants thereunto, which might bet-, 
ter his Majefty 's profits, and prevent any inconvenience 
to his fervice, in cafe a failure fliould happen when they 
are pofleflTed of the revenue. I do not well know what 
the iflfue may be, nor am very folicitous for it, being 
confcious I have performed my duty therein. However, 
this bufineis hath detained me fome months, and will 
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yet keep me three, weeks longer, fo as after Chriflmas I 
hope to return into Ireland. 

Letters yefterday from Dublin ^ive me an account that 
all your firiends there are weL I am, with perfed truth 
and reality 

Your moft faidiful humble feivant, 

ESSEX. 

TO THE LORDS JUSTICES. 

Mt Lokds, London, Dec. ai, 1675; 

T HAVE received your- lordfliips of the 113th of Dc- 
•*• cember. As to the matter for making, the farmers 
receivers his Majefty's officers, it was the beft expedient 1 
could think of; and for the taking Security of them, to 
anfwer fuch monies as fhall be received after Chriftmas 
next, muft be left to your care upon the place. Truly, 
I fear, the delay in concluding this grsuit for the farm, 
will be very inconvenient; if the bargain be completed, 
the new farmers will lofe by it, if otherwife, his Majefty's 
revenue will fufier ; but in that ftreight and fliortnefs <£ 
time, I conceive, no other than employing tbeie officers 
could be done. The prefent farmers here have adually 
received 1 5000 1, and have, as they afTure me, fent po- 
iitive orders, that payment be made in Ireland. 1 fhould 
be glad, before my departure, to fee this new bargain ei- 
ther abfolutely pcrfcfkcd, or quite broke ofF, fearing that 
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an incertainty in the revenue may ptoduce ill efieds in 
the goyemment. However, I have not been wantii^ in 
iaying all the inconveniencies before his Majefty, and of- 
fering fuck remedies as do occur to v&c. I intend, God 
' willing, to begin my journey about the 5th or 6th of the 
next month, and am 

Your lordfhips moft fail^ful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 

■ I { i 1 1 1 i I { ! n H { [ 1 1 1 i n 1 1 1 n I i i 1 { i n n I 

TO MR. SECRETARY COVENTRY. 

Sir, London, Dec. 22, 1675, 

TjErceiving that the lord treafiirer and the lord Rane- 
"*- lagh do dcfign to draw as much money as pofHble 
they can from Ireland, and -employ it in England ^ and 
forcfeeing that this will caufe not only a flop of two 
months pay to the army at Chriftmas, but hazard the 
payment alio of the Michaelmas pay, and bring divers 
other inconveniencies on that poor country; and thb' I 
hope no diiwder will thence enfuc, yet, in regard no per- 
fon is called to thefe confultation^ but the lord trcaforer, 
the lord Ranelagh, and myfelf (who have vigoroufly, but 
in vain oppofed all thele advices) and, that upoa experi- 
ence of their pradices, I do believe they will father thele 
councils upon me, or at leaft fay that I was confenting, 
and very probably will endeavour in the army of Ireland 
to divulge this, thereby to render me odious to themt I 

4. do 
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<lo tlicrefore leave this letter with you, as my intire friend, 
that you may produce it at fuch convenient time as may 
ferve for my juftification, and as an evidence that I have 
not failed in my duty towards the King my matter, but, 
according to my confcience, have counfelled him that 
which I conceived was for his profit and fervice. 

The difcreet ufe which I am affured you will make of 
this and the other paper, will eternally oblige 

Your moft faithful moft humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



TO THE LORD FITZHARDING. 

My Lord, London, Dec. 30, 1675. 

T HAVE received your lordfliip*s of the 27th inftant, 
and am very ready to give my afliftance in all your 
concerns, particularly in this of the 200 1. which I fhall 
not fail to reprefent as one of the debts his Majefty is to 
pay ; and on the diftribution of the money upon this new 
farm, I fhall not ae wanting to urge your cafe, as in all 
other things I fhall do your lordfhip the bcfl fervice I can, 
being mofl really 

Your lordfhip's mofl faithful humble fervant, 

ESSEX. 



FINIS. 
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